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Dip into the authentic taste of Gordo’s Cheese Dip made with real cheese. 
Try all six Cheese Dips: Original, Mild, Hot, Cheese’n Salsa, Chipotle and the newest favorite Yellow Queso. 
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“About the only thing I'd rather 
do than play basketball is hunt. 
There’s just nothing like 


enjoying the great outdoors 


ith my friends and family. 
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Did You Know ... “Intense nationwide demand for youth firearms education 
and safety training is why the NRA works with groups like the Boy Scouts of 
America, American Legion, 4-H and FFA to develop shooting programs that 


reach more than one million young people annually.” — 


To join call 1.877.NRA.2000 
or visit www.nra.org Wy. x. / Yow 
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Letter from 
the Publisher 


Welcome to the 33rd year of Lindy’s publishing college football annuals. 
It is in our 33rd year that college football finally has a playoff. 

Talk of a college football playoff has been a hot topic for a long time. 

I believe it was destined to eventually happen. There was just too much interest 
and too much money for it not to one day happen. 

However, I do not believe we would have a playoff today if LSU had not 
upset Alabama on the road in 2011 in one of the “Games of the Century.” 
After a couple of more upsets, Alabama and LSU met again for the national 
championship in the Sugar Bowl. 

This did not sit well with a lot of people and the discussion for a playoff 
went into overdrive. And now at last, we have a college football playoff. 
Hallelujah! Dennis Dodd takes an insider’s look at this historic event 
beginning on page 16. 

Have a great season! As always, your comments and suggestions 
are appreciated. 


Sincerely, 


la Dauip. 


Lindy Davis 


D.M.D. Publications, Inc. 
2100 Centennial Drive, Suite 100 
Birmingham AL 35216 
P: 205-871-1182 » F: 205-871-1184 
E-mail: lindy@lindyssports.com 
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HAMPIONS! 


After back-to-back ACC titles, a BCS national 
championship and one of the most dominant seasons 
in history, Florida State is not just “back,” but here to 
stay. Also back: Jameis Winston after winning the 
Heisman Trophy, and the two-sport star says he just 
might hang around for two more seasons in 
Tallahassee. 

Sure, we'll believe it when we see it, but that's not the worry right this 
minute for the Seminoles, who have reset the program to the 1990s’ level 
of success. Anything would be disappointing other than an ACC title and 
constant contention for the national title — which now means a berth into the 
four-team College Football Playoff. 


THE GOOD NEWS: Winston returns along with an experienced of- 
fensive line and 1,000-yard receiver Rashad Greene. The defense loses NFL 
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Draft-bound talent, but just like in 2013, Fisher and his staff have promising 
young talent available. 


THE BAD NEWS: Man-moving defensive tackle Timmy Jernigan, 
stand-up end/linebacker Christian Jones and defensive coordinator Jeremy 
Pruitt — three key pieces in FSU's top-five defense — are gone. The promo- 
tion of Charles Kelly should help with continuity, but some new faces need 
to step up to maintain that suffocating defense that helped sit on opponents 
during the title run. 


OUR CALL: A non-league schedule that includes Oklahoma State, 
Notre Dame and Florida will be daunting, but talk about résumé-building? 
Goodness. The Seminoles can step over any ACC traps, so that strength of 
schedule will be a boost when the CFP selection committee trims the college 
football field to four. After that, we're thinking all Jameis Winston does is win 
games — and championships. 
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THE MARK OF 


In the Big 12 Conference, 
there are no divisions. Year after year, 


each team plays every other team 


matching high-octane offenses 


against hard-hitting defenses to 
the excitement of passionate fans 
in college football’s top venues. 
Ten teams. Nine games. 


One true champion. 


BIG 12 CONFERENCE 


ONE TRUE CHAMPION 
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NATIONAL PICKS 


Coming back mentally tougher 
The way last season ended for Alabama — the 
knife to the gut that was Auburn's play for the ages, 
and the mess that was the Sugar Bowl loss to Oklahoma — stirred something 
in Nick Saban’s soul. He hated that his team wasn't mentally tough enough to 
fight off complacency after back-to-back national titles. Alrighty then. Now it's 
just a case of rinse, lather, repeat (in that order). 


THE GOOD NEWS: Having to decide to hand off to T.J. Yeldon, Derrick 
Henry or Kenyan Drake is one of those good problems to have. The receivers 
are deep and talented. Potential All-Americans exist at every level of defense. 


THE BAD NEWS: Oh my goodness, have you heard? Alabama doesn't 
have a quarterback! If you want to doubt the Tide because you don't believe 
in Blake Sims or Florida State transfer Jacob Coker — or that Lane Kiffin will 
coach ‘em up (ha!) — there's probably no talking you out of it. 

OUR CALL: Does the rest of the college football world really want a 
ticked-off Saban and a rededicated Tide squad? Nobody has recruited better, 
and it’s not like he’s never won a national title with a first-year starter at QB. 
An Iron Bow! win and a spot in the CFP. 


3. Oklahoma 


Fast, furious, and scheduled right 
The Sooners struck two huge blows for the repu- 
tations of coach Bob Stoops and the program to end 
last season, winning by upset at Oklahoma State and by mega-upset over 
Alabama in the Sugar Bowl. Does that mean OU is back in true national-con- 
tender form? How much more evidence do you need? The Sooners have a 
rising star in quarterback Trevor Knight, and their defense is fast and furious. 


THE GOOD NEWS: All the planets have aligned schedule-wise for OU, 
which gets Baylor, Oklahoma State and Kansas State at Norman. Home turf 
always seems to matter a great deal in the Big 12, which hasn't produced 
a champion with a regular-season home loss on its résumé since Colorado 
way back in 2001. 


THE BAD NEWS: No running back has any meaningful offensive 
experience at OU. Sophomores Keith Ford and Alex Ross are in the mix 
along with some intriguing newcomers, but Sooners fans have seen teams 
that couldn't grind out yards — and don't want to see that again. 


OUR CALL: Oklahoma State, Kansas State and Baylor had their turns at 
the top of the league the past three years, but the Sooners have the look and 
feel of Big 12 bullies again. 


Mariota’s return has Ducks soaring 
Marcus Mariota's knee injury late last season left 
the Ducks with a lot of “what if’ scenarios to ponder 
in the offseason, but the gloom lifted when he, center Hroniss Grasu, and 
cornerback Ifo Ekpre-Olomu turned down the NFL draft, making this high 
ranking possible. Oregon, with an offseason focus on getting stronger — but 
never, ever slower —is in a great shape to reclaim the Pac-12 from Stanford. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The running back duo of Byron Marshall and 
Thomas Tyner join Mariota in the backfield behind an offensive line that 
returns five starters, and the Ducks have a trio of promising tight ends. Tony 
Washington and Arik Armstead should be dominant on the DL. 

THE BAD NEWS: Bralon Addison's torn ACL in the spring leaves 
Oregon with unproven wide receivers. Mostly, though, the Ducks will have to 
show they can handle a physical team not once (Stanford), but twice (Michigan 
State on Sept. 6), although both games are at Autzen Stadium. 

OUR CALL: An early win over the Spartans would carry a lot of 
selection-committee weight at the end of the season. If, say, the Ducks won 
the Pac-12 but had a loss along the way, we still like their playoff chances. 
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§. Ohio State 


Schedule is perfect... or is it? 
There was so much more buildup a year ago, 

when the Buckeyes were coming off a 12-0 campaign 
and their postseason ban had been lifted. But they still have Urban Meyer, 
senior QB Braxton Miller and, from top to bottom, the best talent in the Big 
Ten by a long shot. There were heavy losses along the offensive line and in 
the secondary, but Meyer's recruits are bubbling up the depth chart now — 
this will be his fastest, most athletic Ohio State team yet. 


THE GOOD NEWS: Stop us if we sound a little out of control, but this 
could be one of OSU's best, and most dynamic, defensive lines in forever. 
Michael Bennett, Joey Bosa, Noah Spence and Adolphus Washington are 
a pretty unreal blend of explosiveness, length and versatility. 


THE BAD NEWS: Miller is a brilliant dual-threat QB whose passing has 
come a long way, but he has taken a serious pounding in his career when 
finishing downfield runs. Buckeyes fans should be worried about his ability to 
Stay upright. 

OUR CALL: Although the East is by far the league’s better division, the 
Buckeyes benefit enormously from a schedule that allows them to miss the 
West's three best teams — Wisconsin, Nebraska and lowa. Problem is, if 
they don't go 12-0, will their strength of schedule be enough to get them into 
the all-important Football Final Four? 


G.. Auburn 


Seeking a mortgage in high-rent district 
The unexpected 2013 joy ride is over, and now 

the Tigers turn their attention to turing their sudden 
success into something more stable than the last time they played for the 
national championship (2010). Gus Malzahn’s spread offense, with eight 
returning starters, will continue to slice through the SEC, now and into the 
future. The latest recruiting class provides a strong infrastructure for a 
program with staying power. 

THE GOOD NEWS: OB Nick Marshall does actually have a right arm, 
and he knows how to use it. His deep throws were better in the spring, and 
Sammie Coates can go get them all. The RB position brims with talent, even 
after the loss of Tre Mason. And the reports on Shon Coleman, the replace- 
ment for star LT Greg Robinson? Wowza! 


THE BAD NEWS: The SEC West schedule is always a meat grinder, 
and consider that their two East Division opponents are South Carolina and 
(at) Georgia. Moreover, their game at Kansas State is tougher than most 
teams in the league take on. 

OUR CALL: We like these Tigers a lot but can't ignore the real possibility 
of a couple of regular-season losses. A 10-2 mark would deserve a high rank- 
ing and spot in the Orange or Cotton, but it won't be playoff-good. 


"7. Michigan State 


Defense can't do it again ... can it? 
What fools are we to bet against the Spartans 
in the Big Ten? The program is trending upward in 
unmistakable fashion, owning more victories — 42 — over the past four sea- 
sons than Ohio State or three-time Rose Bowl participant Wisconsin. Sparty 
was utterly dominant in 2013, winning every Big Ten game by double digits, 
and using the Rose Bowl for an exclamation point against Stanford. 

THE GOOD NEWS: When you have the nation’s No. 1 defense, as 
MSU did in 2013, big offensive days are bonuses. Forget that noise this time 
around, because this will be one of the finest offenses in the conference. 

QB Connor Cook, RB Jeremy Langford and the Spartans’ offensive line all 
are above average by Big Ten standards. 

THE BAD NEWS: There’s no way a defense that lost Max Bullough, 
Darqueze Dennard and Denicos Allen won't experience some growing pains. 
Of course, end Shilique Calhoun is the closest thing college football has in 
2014 to Jadeveon Clowney, and star coordinator Pat Narduzzi stuck around. 

OUR CALL: There's just something about that Sept. 6 game at Oregon 
that screams danger. A bad experience in Eugene could be damaging 
enough, even though the Spartans get Ohio State in East Lansing. On the 
other hand, winning at Oregon eliminates a ceiling for this team. 
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Window is open, can they bust through? 
It's time to go all in on UCLA. The school's ad- 

ministration has been taking the program seriously in 
recent years, including announcing a new football facility in April, raising $40 
million in about six months. The guys on the field have to be taken seriously, 
because that’s what coach Jim Mora demands, and because it all starts with 
quarterback Brett Hundley, whose decision to stay for a fourth year opened 
the window for UCLA to dream the biggest dreams in 2014. 


THE GOOD NEWS: Hundley can do it all. The kindergarten-young 
Offensive line from 2013 is growing up, helped by graduate transfer guard 
Malcolm Bunche from Miami. The defensive front has muscles to flex, too. 
And you have seen LB/RB Myles Jack play both ways, right? 


THE BAD NEWS: The Bruins have to find a way to stop losing to Stan- 
ford (six in a row by an average of 17 points) and to Oregon (five in a row by 
an average of 23 points). You can't blame anyone for doubting UCLA. 


OUR CALL: UCLA has a first-round talent at QB and gets Oregon, 
Stanford and USC at home. The Bruins have to strike big this season before 
the Trojans get really good again. 


©. South Carolina 


33 wins in 3 years; anxious for more 
Three consecutive seasons with 11 victories and 

three consecutive seasons finishing in the AP Top 10 
are high-water marks for the program, And Steve Spurrier’s Gamecocks 
aren't just renting in this exclusive college football neighborhood; they're 
buying. But you know it chaps the Head Ball Coach that he’s been locked 
out of the SEC penthouse while at South Carolina, failing to take home the 
championship he won six times in a decade at Florida, the last in 2000. 


THE GOOD NEWS: With Mike Davis running behind a talented, expe- 
rienced line, South Carolina will churn out SEC-tough yards when needed. 
New starting QB Dylan Thompson has big-game experience, is in his fifth 
year in the system and has a deep group of wideouts to help. 


THE BAD NEWS: The defensive line is less stout — and a lot more 
boring — without end Jadeveon Clowney and tackle Kelcy Quarles. And the 
defensive line might not be the biggest concern on defense. That would be 
the cornerback position. 


OUR CALL: We know a trend when we see it. With 16 starters returning, 
we don't see a need to change the baseline — 11 wins (with a bowl) and 
a top 10 finish. 


New digs with renewed expectations 
If you asked Art Briles how far his program has 

come, he'd say not far enough. He'd also say the 
Bears are as good as Oklahoma or anyone else in the Big 12, and maybe 
better. Confidence is exquisitely high in Waco, where spectacular McLane 
Stadium will open in 2014. Indeed, the game has changed at Baylor in every 
conceivable way. The Bears are so much better off than they were in the 
RG3 days, it isn’t even funny. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Truly, there's almost nothing but good news. BU 
has become a destination program, as evidenced by the (relative) rise of 
a defense that has legitimate major-program talent. The offense, led by 
quarterback Bryce Petty, will remain off the charts. 

THE BAD NEWS: The overachiever tag is off, completely off, having 
wavered in the wind during a bad loss at Oklahoma State last November and 
shredded in a hideous Fiesta Bowl defeat against UCF. Anything less than 
double-digit Ws will be looked upon as a failure. 

OUR CALL: The road includes dates at Texas and at Oklahoma, and 
that gives us pause. The Bears’ roster is dynamite, though, and Briles is 
a magician. A repeat Big 12 title would launch this program into the strato- 
sphere. 
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Hey, a jackhammer ain't glamorous, either 
Alabama is Alabama. Auburn won the 2010 na- 

tional title and played for another last season. Texas 
A&M put the entire college football world on Manziel time. Players from all 
three schools have won the Heisman in the past five seasons. Lest we forget, 
LSU still plays in the SEC West, too, and was 13-0 as recently as three 
seasons ago. The Tigers aren't always glamour boys, but you know they're 
going to grind and compete and, ho-hum, post a 10-win season, 


THE GOOD NEWS: Happiness begins on the offensive line, and the 
Tigers return four starters up front, including superb left tackle La’el Collins. 
If the season turns into a game of “Watch Leonard Fournette run” ... LSU 
fans could live with that. 


THE BAD NEWS: QB spot is up for grabs between Anthony Jennings 
and Brandon Harris, with one rival league assistant telling us Jennings is 
“Manziel-like.” So there's that. But the passing game is the trouble spot to 
watch, especially with last year's top two receivers now in the NFL. 


OUR CALL: LSU has double-digit victories in each of the past four 
years. They'll win a couple of big ones, lose a couple of big ones, and Les 
Miles will do something to make us smile. Same as ever. 


Closer than you think 
When Mark Richt isn’t sending out hand-drawn 

portraits of recruits (look it up), he’s still trying to put 
the final brushstrokes on an SEC championship that has eluded him since 
2005, although 2012 was oh-so-agonizingly close. Last season's injury-filled 
8-5 season was a disappointment, but remember that four of the defeats 
came by five points or less. With 18 returning starters, and fingers crossed 
for better health, this season's team portrait could be a beauty. 


THE GOOD NEWS: RB Todd Gurley is the answer to a lot of questions, 
and fifth-year senior QB Hutson Mason has enough experience to inspire 
confidence in the post-Aaron Murray era. The linebackers are top-rate, and 
the Dawgs miss Alabama, LSU and Texas A&M in SEC play. 


THE BAD NEWS: The health status of some players — such as 
RB Keith Marshall and WR Malcolm Mitchell — won't really be known until 
camp. An overhauled defensive coaching staff might have the same old 
problem with a secondary that was far too generous in 2013. 


OUR CALL: The Bulldogs will cede control of the East in a second-week 
game at South Carolina, but they'll be waiting at the door if the Gamecocks 
stumble later (which does tend to happen). 


13. Stanford 


Now Boys trying to duplicate ‘Vow Boys’ 
Stanford's brutal-but-innovative style can match 

up against any of the latest schemes in the Pac-12 
and has made the Cardinal one of the most successful programs anywhere 
in the past half-decade. Stanford has 34 victories, three consecutive BCS 
appearances and two conference titles in a row. A three-peat league title 
would be the program's first since the famed “Vow Boys" won Pacific Coast 
Conference titles from 1933 to 1935. 


THE GOOD NEWS: Kevin Hogan's command of Stanford's offense 
is high and will be even better in 2014 as several capable runners compete 
for Tyler Gaffney's old carries. The defense retains difference-makers, with 
Henry Anderson, A.J. Tarpley and Jordan Richards leading a deep group. 


THE BAD NEWS: Defensive coordinator Derek Mason is off to Vander- 
bilt as head coach, and his old unit lost some of its most viscous incisors — 
Trent Murphy, Shayne Skov and Ed Reynolds, among others. All-Pac-12 
LT Andrus Peat is the only returning starter on the offensive line. 


OUR CALL: We won't count out a David Shaw-led Stanford team. But 
we're not so in the tank for him to think the Cardinal can stroll through trips to 
Washington, Notre Dame, Oregon, Arizona State and UCLA. 
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14. Wisconsin 


Better than the rest of the West 
No Big Ten program looks better in light of the 


league's divisional realignment than Wisconsin, which 


has accomplished more in recent seasons than pretty much the rest of the 
West (no offense, Nebraska) combined. Gary Andersen continues to try to 
enhance the model of predecessor Bret Bielema — toughness overall — 
with more speed on defense, if less girth. 


THE GOOD NEWS: The season-opener against LSU in Arlington, 
Texas, is an opportunity for the Badgers to make major national noise right 
off the bat. As long as they compete hard and play well, they can withstand 
a loss without substantial damage being done. The rest of the schedule is 
extremely friendly. 

THE BAD NEWS: Wisconsin's passing game almost surely will be 
subpar. QB Joel Stave is experienced but limited and could lose the starting 
job at any point to Tanner McEvoy. The receiver group appears to be the 
Badgers’ least imposing in a long while. 

OUR CALL: Melvin Gordon and Corey Clement are an even more 
talented one-two punch at running back than were Montee Ball and James 
White. As long as they stay healthy enough to play, UW will be a factor in the 
Big Ten title race. 


Time is right for a return to fun 
Steve Sarkisian doesn’t have to be the guy who 

follows THE GUY, He doesn't have to be the guy 
who leads the program into NCAA sanctions; he gets to be the guy who 
leads the Trojans out of NCAA jail. In truth, USC should have hired Sark, not 
Lane Kiffin, the first time around, but the timing is going to work out just fine. 
Sarkisian never truly got over the hump at Washington, but he's the right fit 
right now, modernizing the offense and bringing back the sense of fun from 
the Pete Carroll happy days. 


THE GOOD NEWS: USC has identified a winner in junior quarterback 
Cody Kessler. And there are so many good options at running back that it's 
OK to call those guys a stable once again. Future pros dot the defense. 


THE BAD NEWS: Too many key guys missed spring camp because 
of injuries, slowing down the learning curve with the new coaching staff. 
In particular, we worry about the intersection of a reconfigured offensive line 
and a second-week game at Stanford, 


OUR CALL: The Trojans carry over the momentum of a 7-2 finish after 
Kiffin was dismissed, and it's going to fun to watch these guys play fast. 


1G. Kansas State 


Fast finish has Wildcats looking up 
The Wildcats won six of seven to end the 2013 

season, punctuating the run with a convincing bowl 
beat-down of Michigan. Can Bill Snyder get K-State back to double-digit 
victories so quickly? He has a lot of quality ingredients to work with — more 
than he usually does, frankly — so it certainly could happen. Senior QB Jake 
Waters may not have a Collin Klein-sized affect on the program, but he’s 
a high-quality passer with a superstar receiver in Tyler Lockett. 

THE GOOD NEWS: If this is as hard-working and determined a team 
as Snyder hopes it'll be, K-State should be able to close out close games 
thanks to its strength on both lines. Guard Cody Whitehair and center B.J. 
Finney are real mashers. 


THE BAD NEWS: One more season of eligibility for RB John Hubert 
might've put the Wildcats over the top in the Big 12. They exited spring ball 
not having a firm grasp at all on which runner should be the starter. 

OUR CALL: A fascinating home matchup with Auburn in September 
— which is preceded directly by a possible trap game at lowa State — will 
demand the best of K-State out of the gate. The growth of this group will be 
on display after last season's 2-4 start. 
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1'7.. Clemson 


These Tigers have more than a prayer 
Dabo Swinney will be the first to point out that 
Clemson’s last three seasons rank among the best 
in the country, but back-to-back losses to FSU have prevented the Tigers 
from winning their own division. Fresh off an Orange Bowl win over Ohio 
State, Clemson enters 2014 with momentum — but not Tajh Boyd or Sammy 
Watkins. A slight step back is expected. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Sounds strange considering recent Clemson 
trends, but defense might be the stronger unit heading into the fall. All- 
American end Vic Beasley leads an experienced defensive line that should 
be one of the best in the nation. LB Stephone Anthony is a good one, too. 


THE BAD NEWS: Clemson fans find comfort in the return of OC Chad 
Morris, but will that up-tempo offense be as explosive without Boyd and 
Watkins? Mike Williams could develop into a special talent at wide receiver, 
but 2014 will put the offense to the “plug-and-play” test. 


OUR CALL: Playing UGA and FSU early will be trial by fire, but the team 
can make necessary course corrections in winnable late-season ACC games. 
Maintaining Clemson's three-year run of Top 25 finishes should not be too 
difficult. 


18. Ole Miss 


‘Young Miss’ ready for talent-rich surge 
Last season showed it is possible to sneak up on 

teams in the SEC (see, Auburn; see, Missouri), but 
the Rebs aren't that kind of surprise. The sirens have been going off since 
February 2013, when Hugh Freeze and staff collected a top 10 recruiting 
class stuffed with four five-star recruits — DL Robert Nkemdiche, OT Laremy 
Tunsil, WR Laquon Treadwell and DB/LB Tony Conner — all of whom already 
look absolutely fabulous. 


THE GOOD NEWS: Bo Wallace, who threw for 3,346 yards last 
season, is a third-year starter, making him the most experienced quarterback 
in the SEC. The defense, led by All-American FS Cody Prewitt, is fast and 
physical and SEC-legit. 

THE BAD NEWS: Big-play receiver Donte Moncrief is gone, so the 
Rebels need Treadwell to slide outside and make plays down field. The 
Offensive line, outside of Tunsil at left tackle, has a lot to prove as it projects 
as one of the worst in the league. 


OUR CALL: We're eager to see the opener in Atlanta vs. Boise State to 
see where Ole Miss is headed this season. Certainly, nothing less than eight 
regular-season wins will do. 


19... Notre Dame 


With Golson back, can Irish bounce? 
After the Irish were blown out by Alabama in the 
BCS title game two seasons ago, coach Brian Kelly 
acknowledged his program wasn't quite ready for college football's grandest 
stage. Is it any closer now? Probably it is, from the standpoints of recruiting 
and player development, though expectations have since been tempered. 
A spot in the first four-team playoff might be too much to wish for. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Everett Golson has done everything right since 
being banished — temporarily, it turned out — for cheating on a test last year. 
As the starting quarterback, he adds multiple dimensions to an offense that 
was up-and-down without him. His presence is a game-changer for the Irish. 

THE BAD NEWS: It's a whole new world on defense under first-year 
coordinator Brian VanGorder and without stalwart linemen Louis Nix III and 
Stephon Tuitt. The Irish will have to win some shootouts. 

OUR CALL: Notre Dame's schedule replaces Oklahoma, Michigan 
State, BYU, Pittsburgh, Temple and Air Force, with these teams: Florida 
State, Louisville, Northwestern, Syracuse, North Carolina and Rice ... is that 
and Golson worth one more win to become viable for a major bowl? 
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20. Michigan 


Not content behind Brutus & Sparty 
These are not the salad days in Ann Arbor, where 
the Maize and Blue have to feel like — best case — 
the No. 3 program in their own division behind bitter rivals Ohio State and 
Michigan State. The pressure on coach Brady Hoke and everyone in the 
program to rebound back from last season’s 7-6 debacle is simply huge. 


THE GOOD NEWS: With new offensive coordinator Doug Nussmeier on 
board from Alabama, there is hope for better balance and discipline on offense. 
The Wolverines must be able to run the ball, and senior QB Devin Gardner must 
be more comfortable as he looks downfield for the spectacular Devin Funchess. 


THE BAD NEWS: There still aren't enough playmakers on either side of 
the ball, although the defensive roster clearly is more athletic. Hoke has yet 
to prove that he belongs in the upper tier of Big Ten coaches. 


OUR CALL: This season will have so much to do with Gardner's comfort 
level on passing downs. He appears to possess some special ability, yet he 
was wildly inconsistent last season. If he plays as well as some expected him 
to last season, Michigan will be a completely different team. 


21. NEBRASKA 


Time to bump off the four-loss routine 
We'd love to be able to look you in the eye and 
say we don’t know what sort of season the Huskers 
are going to have, but after six years, we can follow the pattern. Bo Pelini has 
six seasons behind him in Lincoln, and each one has ended with the Huskers 
having lost precisely four games. That's good enough to keep a guy from 
getting fired, but bad enough to frustrate the Big Red fan base. 


THE GOOD NEWS: Although the defense was embarrassingly bad at 
times early last season, it eventually came around and ended things with a 
strong effort in the Gator Bowl victory over Georgia. The expectation behind 
program walls is that the unit — led by extraordinary end Randy Gregory — 
will take a big step forward. 

THE BAD NEWS: The offense has some terrific skill guys, most notably 
RB Ameer Abdullah and WR Kenny Bell, but the line will be a work in prog- 
ress. With four new starters in front of inexperienced QB Tommy Armstrong, 
turnovers could become a real issue. 


OUR CALL: What the heck do you think our call is? Four more losses. 
And it’s up in the air whether or not Pelini could skate by on that yet again, 
even with a new contract. 


22. TEXAS 


Austin Strong, just in time 
Fans’ deep disappointment with Texas’ play over 
Mack Brown's final four seasons as coach boiled 
down to a damning indictment of the Longhorns: Not only were they losing a 
lot of games, not only did they appear at times to have motivation issues, but 
they came off as soft. Enter Charlie Strong, a coach who oozes no-nonsense 
toughness and, of course, built a powerhouse at Louisville. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The Longhorns still are flush with running backs, 
which will be a decisive factor if the offensive line locates its pulse. Malcolm 
Brown, Johnathan Gray, Joe Bergeron — these guys can lead the way, and 
they'll get their chance in what's likely to be a fairly conservative offense. 

THE BAD NEWS: We'll see if quarterback David Ash, who has had 
major concussion problems and missed spring practices, can stay on the 
field. QB play hasn't been what the Eyes of Texas look for since they were 
looking at Colt McCoy. 

OUR CALL: The defense appears to have terrific pieces every year, 
yet Texas falls short of its potential. End Cedric Reed, tackle Malcom Brown 
(no, not the same guy) and cornerback Quandre Diggs needed Strong in the 
worst way. 
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Poised at the hardest step 
Chris Petersen realized he had maxed out with 

Boise State and finally pulled the rip cord on the 
historic BCS-busting leap with the Broncos, finishing 92-12 in eight seasons. 
Petersen moves in to a recently renovated Husky Stadium, and that’s hardly 
the only reason why his timing is good and the view sublime. Ex-coach Steve 
Sarkisian did enough roster construction that the Huskies won nine games 
last season, their most since Rick Neuheisel's 11-win Rose Bow! season in 
2000. 


THE GOOD NEWS: We'll peg the number of potential first-team 
All-Pac-12 defenders at four — DT Danny Shelton, DE Hau’oli Kikaha, 

CB Marcus Peters and LB Shag Thompson. If his spring experiment dabbling 
as a running back takes root, Thompson will be one of the nation’s most 
fascinating players in 2014. 

THE BAD NEWS: Substandard QB play can scuttle the best of plans, 
and projected new starter Cyler Miles missed spring because of legal 
problems. More questions for offense: RB Bishop Sankey and TE Austin 
Seferian-Jenkins left early for the NFL. 


OUR CALL: Washington's schedule is set for a 4-0 start before a Pac-12 
North showdown against Stanford. The Huskies might not be in the Stanford/ 
Oregon class just yet. Soon? By all accounts, Coach Pete is what the 
program has longed for since Don James (21 years ago). 


24... Cincinnati 


Bearcats bound for big bowl 
Thing is, some team from the Group of Five — 

the American, Conference USA, Mid-American, 
Mountain West and Sun Belt — is guaranteed a spot in one of the six major 
bowls. From among teams in those conferences, we like Tommy Tuberville’s 
Bearcats, returning 16 starters from a team that went 9-4 last season. The 
centerpiece of it all, though, might be the guy who ran the scout team last 
season — Notre Dame transfer QB:Gunner Kiel. 


THE GOOD NEWS: Cincinnati will surround its new starting QB with its 
three leading rushers from last season and five of its top six pass-catchers. 
The defense was ninth nationally in yards allowed, and it counts linebacker 
as one of its strengths. 

THE BAD NEWS: The QB situation (Kiel, Jarred Evans, returning-from- 
ACL Munchie Legaux) needs clarity in the fall. Adding speed has been a de- 
fensive focus after lopsided losses to Illinois (ugh) and North Carolina in 2013. 

OUR CALL: Cincinnati can help its rep with a competitive game at Ohio 
State in September, and we need them to win at Miami in October to justify 
this ranking. In the AAC, the Bearcats don't play UCF, but give them the edge 
because of a more favorable conference schedule. 


25. Florida 


Trying to prove they’re still the Gators 
We went round and round with about 10 teams for 
the final spot in the Top 25 and found reason to doubt 
them all. So why the Gators? Perhaps it's falling into the trap of thinking “They 
have to be so much better than last year.” And if we're going to miss the mark 
at No. 25, we're going to go down swinging with a hungry, talented team due 
for better than the rotten injury luck it had during last season’s 4-8 calamity. 

THE GOOD NEWS: We don't have room to mention all the players 
who are healthy again. QB Jeff Driskel is foremost among those, leading a 
new hurry-up, no-huddle attack that, even if mediocre, will be better than the 
dreck Florida was running. 

THE BAD NEWS: Alabama. LSU. South Carolina. Georgia. Florida 
State. Toss in Missouri, too. All bad news. The offensive line and the defen- 
sive backfield aren't equipped to handle another wave of injuries. If Driskel 
isn't good, forget we printed this here. 

OUR CALL: With their schedule, we can't tell you exactly how the 
Gators will get to eight regular-season wins, only that they will ... and an 8-4 
SEC team usually lives right on the Top 25 cutline. 
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6. Auburn,....... 

7. Michigan State . Big Ten 
8. UCLA .,..,.... Pac-12 
9. South Carolin 

10. Baylor 


3. Oklahoma 
4. Oregon........ 
5, Ohio State..... 


No. Team Conf, Conf. Rank 


26. lowa Big Ten 6 Doesn't play Ohio State, Michigan State or Michigan. Nice. 

27.. Miami ACC 3 Loss of OB Ryan Williams (ACL) in spring tamped down bigger hopes. 
28. UCF AAC 2 Nota major hangover, just a gentle decline ending in a fine bowl. 

29, Texas A&M SEC 8 Justa little pause after Johnny Manziel and the next big thing. 

30. Arizona State Pac-12 6 Offense will continue to score, but hard to trust rebuilding defense. 

31. Louisville ACC 4 Bobby Petrino, v2.0: Coach pins hopes on new OB Will Gardner. 

32, BYU Ind 2 Aiming for double-digit wins; we'll know more after Sept. 6 at Texas, 
33. Texas Tech Big 12 5 _ Rise of sophomore QB Davis Webb has Red Raiders fans thinking big. 
34. Bowling Green MAC 1 Offensive pieces fit for new coach Dino Babers as BG goes for MAC repeat. 
36. Duke ACC 5 10 .wins notin the cards again, but Duke has ample staying power. 

36. Utah State MW 1 QBChuckie Keeton, tough defense, make Aggies the league faves. 

37. Oklahoma State Big 12 6 QBV.W. Walsh, RB Desmond Roland are the starting point on offense. 
38. Penn State Big Ten 7 — Nice hire in James Franklin, who inherits OB Christian Hackenberg. 
39. Virginia Tech ACC 6 Secondary is special, but major storyline is all about finding a QB. 

40. Missouri SEC 9 Tumultuous offseason has put playmakers at a premium. 

41. North Carolina ACC 7 Won sixof inal seven games last season; lost five of first six. 

42. Arizona Pac-12 7 Consecutive 8-win seasons for RichRod; don't bet against another. 

43. Mississippi State SEC 10 QB Dak Prescott a Heisman candidate? Probably not, but dude can play. 
44, Boise State MW 2 New-coach Bryan Harsin’s recruiting points toward continued success. 
45. TCU Big12 7 — Frogs.are going to get after everyone on D. Offense? Not so much. 

46. West Virginia Big 12 8 After hot start to tenure, Dana Holgorsen needs some O for job security. 
47. GeorgiaTech ACC 8 —_7-win seasons and close losses have fan base a big agitated, 

48, Marshall C-USA 1 Rakeem Cato-Tommy Shuler pass-catch combo has Herd in vintage form. 
49. Oregon State  Pac-12 8 Sean Mannion a fine place to start, but OL, running game are concerns. 
50. Norther Iiinois MAC 2 Experienced team, but OB Jordan Lynch gone; won 24 games in 2 years, 


51, EastCarolina AAC 3 Shane Carden-Justin Hardy become instant pass-catch hit in new league, 


52. Minnesota Big Ten 8 RB David Cobb is a good one for team that can pull an upset or two. 
53. lowa State Big 12 9 New OC Mark Mangino bringing needed energy to sluggish offense. 
54, San Diego State MW 3 While West division tries new OBs, Aztecs look like best of the bunch. 
55. Pitt ACC 9 Panthers 19-20 in past 3 years; young QB Chad Voytik could be answer, 
56. Houston AAC 4 Can't wait to see what OB John O'Korn comes up with as a sophomore. 
57. Tennessee SEC 11 Talent level is rising, but might take step back before moving ahead. 


58. Washington State Pac-12 9 — As Connor Halliday’s decision-making goes, so go Wazzu's bowl chances. 


59. Maryland Big Ten 9 QBC.J, Brown back for sixth season of eligibility in Terps’ B1G debut. 
60. Syracuse ACC 10 15 .wins in past two years is best two-season stretch since 2000-01. 
61. NC State ACC 11. Florida transfer QB Jacoby Brissett ready to take reins of offense. 

62. Vanderbilt SEC 12. The defense should be legit, but need offense to avoid close losses. 

63. Navy Ind 3 Two more years of OB Keenan Reynolds? Might be worth 20 wins, 

64. Fresno State MW 4 Coach Tim DeRuyter has fine options at 0B, but none named Derek Carr. 
65. Utah Pac-12 10 Just five conference wins in past two years as Utes seek Pac-12 traction. 
66. Boston College ACC 12 Florida transfer OB Tyler Murphy ready to take reins of offense. 

67. Arkansas SEC 13 Year 2 of Beilema’s epic rebuild could push Hog fans to brink of patience, 
68. Illinois Big Ten 10 Oklahoma State transfer Wes Lunt likely next up at quarterback. 

69. Indiana Big Ten 11 Hoosiers will lean on AB Tevin Coleman as much as they can. 

70. Virginia ACC 13 Good recruiting results haven't yielded on-field suocess for Mike London. 
71. Northwestern Big Ten 12 Worth watching to see if RB/RET Venric Mark makes successful return, 
72, Nevada MW 5 Run of eight consecutive bowls ended in 2013. Offensive depth an issue, 
73. Ball State MAC 3 Went offense-fueled 10-2 last season; must replace QB Keith Wenning. 
74, Rutgers Big Ten 13 QB Gary Nova, RB Paul James lead team into brutal B1G schedule. 

75. Colorado State MW 6 — Looks capable of first consecutive bow! seasons since 2002 and 2003. 
76, Louisiana Sun Belt 1 Sun Belt faves have chance to make splash against Ole Miss, Boise State. 
77. Colorado Pac-12 11. Schedule makes improving on last year's four wins a difficult proposition. 


12 Lindy’s Sports Annuals 


12. Georgia ....... 
13, Stanford..... 


a 


SS 
SS 


127, 
128. 


Conf. 
. Wake Forest ACC 
. Arkansas State Sun Belt 
. SMU AAC 
. Kentucky SEC 
. Cal Pac-12 
. UNLV MW 
. UTSA C-USA 
. Kansas Big 12 
. South Alabama — Sun Belt 
. Troy Sun Belt 
. San dose State MW 
. Akron MAC 
.. Temple AAC 
. North Texas C-USA 
. Purdue Big Ten 
. Toledo MAC 
. Middle Tennessee C-USA 
. Wyoming MW 
. UConn AAC 
. Western Kentucky C-USA 
. Memphis AAC 
. USF AAC 
. Rice C-USA 
. Louisiana-Monroe Sun Belt 
. Buifalo MAC 
. New Mexico MW 
. FAU C-USA 
. Air Force MW 
. Louisiana Tech C-USA 
.. Texas State Sun Belt 
. Ohio MAC 
, Tulane AAC 
. Central Michigan MAC 
. Tulsa AAC 
. Kent State MAC 
. Old Dominion C-USA 
. UTEP C-USA 
. Southem Miss C-USA 
. Army Ind 
. UAB C-USA 
. Georgia Southern Sun Belt 
. Miami (Ohio) MAC 


. Easter Michigan MAC 
. Appalachian State Sun Belt 


. Western Michigan MAC 

, Georgia State Sun Belt 
. Idaho Sun Belt 
. Hawaii MW 

. FU C-USA 


New Mexico State Sun Bett 
UMass MAC 


Conf. Rank 


7 
10 
1 
8 
12 
9 
10 


21, Nebraska...... Big Ten 
22. Texas.... Big 12 
23, Washingto! Pac-12 
24. Cincinnati AAC 
25. Florida........ 


OB Dave Clawson arrives from Bowling Green after Wake went 4-8. 

Blake Anderson is fifth coach in five years; team is talented and ready. 
Neal Burcham takes over at OB for departed Garrett Gilbert. 

Recruiting rankings say things looking up. How soon will wins follow? 
Injury-riddled 1-11 presumably was rock bottom; passing should be legit. 
Program headed in right direction, will summer NCAA news be good? 
Team has 38 seniors. 38! But only QB program has ever known graduated, 
Charlie Weis’ offense averaged 15.3 ppg last year; outlook still iffy. 

Joey Jones built program from dust, could finally cash in with bow! bid. 
Loss of all-time passing leader Corey Robinson has Trojans retooling. 
Replacing productive QB David Fales won't be easy. TBD for now, 

Went from 1 win in 2012 to 5 last year. Terry Bowden getting it done. 
{twas a promising freshman season for P.J. Walker last year. 

Stout OL a strong anchor for a young, talented team in need of one. 
Purdue went 0-8 in the Big Ten last season and was hardly ever close. 
Rockets still among MAC best; coach Matt Campbell 16 wins in 2 years. 
Defense stout enough to push Marshall. Offense has some provin' to do. 
FCS national champ coach Craig Bohl arrives; stud 08 Brett Smith bolted. 
New coach Bob Diaco breathing life into a program that won thrice in ‘13. 
Bobby Petrino moved on; Jeff Brohm inherits a team used to winning. 
Folks in Memphis think QB Paxton Lynch could end 5-year bow! drought. 
Lots of home cooking to start, but without points, Bulls will go hungry. 
Will be prepared for CUSA after opening at Notre Dame and Texas A&M. 
Replacing QB Kolton Browning makes return to bowl a longshot. 

Won school-best 6 MAC games last season, but LB Khalil Mack is gone. 
Last year’s defensive rankings: 123, 120, 119. Stop the bleeding! 
Program playing with confidence: will test it at Nebraska and Alabama. 
Worst season in program history an anomalous blip or sign of trouble? 
Schedule’s brutal. Offense has been, too. RB Kenneth Dixon offers hope. 
No more slo-mo: Coach Dennis Franchione ready to crank up the 0. 
Frank Solich has solid program, but November swoons have hurt. 

Bowl repeat will be tough; nasty schedule awaits, new QB must thrive. 
WR Titus Davis is a star, but Chips still working through OB battle. 

Points will again be hard to come by for team coming off a 3-9 season. 
Won just four times last year — with Dri Archer and Roosevelt Nix. 

First full year in FBS, but has 08 talent to make a decent run, 

There's talent in backfield, but if the defense isn't better it won't matter. 
One win in two years, but move to C-USA West could aid recovery. 

New coach Jeff Monken inherits 12-game losing streak to Navy. 

New coach Bill Clark granted facilities upgrades. Now, about that D.... 
Beat Florida last year, now has 16 starters back for FBS debut. 

New coach, 15 returning starters. After 0-12 season, that’s something. : 
Chris Creighton takes over program that lacks winning season since ‘95. 
Welcome to FBS: 16 starters back, ex-Oregon WR Tacoi Sumler arrives. 
Be patient. Coach P.J. Fleck just signed really good recruiting class, 

After winless 2013, returning OB Ronnie Bell will need to win job in camp. 
Paul Petrino's adding talent, could add a few Ws after one-win 2013. 
Maybe new DC Kevin Clune can keep the score down while 0 gets clicking. 
Hope is Year 3 of Ron Turner leads to big things. “Big” might be relative, { 
Made investment in coaches, trying to avoid basement in Sun Belt return. 
Hopes new coach, new spread, can turn around 1-11 team, bad offense, 
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=a S NO SIMPLE ANSWER 
| OTECTING PLAYERS, BUT 


Arizona quarterback Matt Scott (10) is en 
™ on by trainers after collapsing on the field in 
i the third quarter against the UCLA Bruins at the 
- _ Rose Bowl. 

* Photo by Andrew Fielding-USA TODAY Sports 


evolution of football has taken the game 

beyond the equipment manufacturers’ 
ability to protect players and the medical 
community's ability to treat them. 

And the resulting concussion debate is 
one that is quickly taking on the extremes. 

First off, we don’t need a medical journal 
to tell us that players have become bigger, 
stronger and faster. You know: [Force x Mass 
x Speed] and all that. 

No helmet can protect a player 100 
percent, but we are increasingly aware how 
distant we are from that 100 percent. 

Is it how many hits are delivered with the 
helmet? Or how many hits to the helmet? 

Or how big? Or how frequent? Or how direct? 

The answers are “yes, yes, yes, yes ... 
and yes.” 

So, what to do? 

As can be expected, the legal community 
has probed and exploited the treatment/ 
prevention methods of the NFL, NCAA 
and medical community, leading to the 
heightened concern and awareness of the 
dangers of football, particularly in terms of 
traumatic brain injuries, 

And now we're descending into the absurd 
with ambulance-chasing lawyers popping up 
on the screen, with 800 numbers (“operators 
are standing by!”) ready to dig up your 
share — and theirs — of the football-is- 
killing-people pie: “Attention, former NCAA 
athletes. Did you sustain a concussion while 
playing an NCAA sport? Call, 800...” 

Concussions are many things in this day 
and age. They've also become a product. 

Sure, the frequency of football concussions 
has increased. An NCAA study showed 
that 56 percent of all concussions suffered 
between 2004-2009 were by football players. 
That should have made some light bulbs go 
on above heads in Indianapolis. It didn’t. 

Prevention of and protection from brain 
trauma has been painfully slow in NCAA 
football. We probably wouldn’t even know that 
much unless lawsuits had alleged the NCAA 
had been lax on prevention and treatment. 

At least 65 players have sued the NCAA 
over its handling of concussions according 
to AL.com, which developed a database to 
track those cases. Last year, 10 concussions 
lawsuits against the NCAA were bundled in 
the Northern District of Illinois. 

Not included in that group was the 
chilling situation at Frostburg State. Derek 
Sheely died of a subdural hematoma during 
a 2011 practice. The family’s lawsuit claims 
an assistant coach called Sheely a “pussy” 
for complaining about headaches. 

Former Eastern Illinois defensive back 
Adrian Arrington has three children and 


f t is a simple, unarguable point: The 
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is living on $430 a month in welfare. 
Arrington, 27, says he suffers from seizures 
caused by repeated blows to the head while 
playing football. His claim is at the front of 
those 10 bundled cases in Illinois. 

“We think Adrian's a very compelling 
witness,” said his lawyer Joe Siprut. 

The “win” for the NCAA in both cases 
might be to keep witnesses and their 
emotions from getting to the stand. We're 
here because the frequency and severity of 
concussions in football has increased. But 
that ignores that the frequency is at least as 
high among kids who fall off bikes or women 
who play soccer. What makes college football 
a target/victim is that it is a starting point. 

After writing a series on the subject last 
August, I began to get emails from so-called 
experts pitching the latest concussion “cure.” 
Or someone offering themselves as an expert. 
A lot of them from prestigious universities. 
Hey, if they can get mentioned on a national 
sports website, it might help them get tenure. 

So, yeah, there are more than divergent 
paths on the subject. There are layers. 

Neurologist Brian Hainline raised 
eyebrows last year when he said, “We're in 
the primitive stage of (concussion diagnosis) 
management.” 

Wait, primitive? 

“I'd say primitive is a fair enough word,” 
said Hainline, the NCAA's chief medical officer. 


“Tt would be a real misfortune to lose the 
game of football.” 

Teddy Roosevelt wrote those words 121 
years ago. As president, Roosevelt stepped 
in to help reform the game. The issues of 
player safety that almost killed football 
at the beginning of the last century have 
arisen again in the second decade of the 
21st century. 

Everyone wants player safety, but key 
people can’t even agree on basic issues 
about how to treat and prevent head 
trauma. Hainline said there are currently 
43 different definitions in the medical 
community for “concussion.” 

Forces are sometimes in direct conflict 
about how to proceed. And no one wants to 
get stuck with the bill — be it attorney's 
fees, insurance premiums, monster 
judgments or ... death. 

The game is starting to rehab itself at a 
logical starting point — limiting hitting. 
The Pac-12 and Ivy League limit full-contact 
practices to twice a week during the season. 
At a national player safety summit in 
January, the subject of a national limit of 
one such practice was raised. 

The controversial targeting penalty of last 
season had good intent. It penalized players 
for targeting the head area. Offenders were 
automatically ejected, pending a video 
review. The rule has been modified to 
eliminate the automatic ejection. 

Everyone is looking for direction as the 


Ole Miss trainers tend to Rebels’ linebacker 
Serderius Bryant after an injury during the game against 
the Texas A&M Aggies at Vaught-Hemingway Stadium. 
Photo by Spruce Derden-USA TODAY Sports 
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Mississippi State quarterback Tyler Russell (17) lies 
on the field after a play during the third quarter against the 
Oklahoma State Cowboys at Reliant Stadium. 
Photo by Troy Taormina-USA TODAY Sports 


lawsuits continue to pile up. 

“People think we (health professionals) 
really understand concussions,” Hainline 
said, “We really don’t.” 

So — in a way — it’s every player/coach/ 
lawyer for himself. The NFL thought it had 
at least eliminated most of the litigation 
when it paid a group of former players $765 
million who had sued over brain injuries. 
But a judge blocked the settlement in 
January saying it might not be enough to 
cover 20,000 retired players. 

As Lindy’s went to press, the NCAA 
was in settlement talks with some of the 
concussion plaintiffs. But those conclusions 
only settle cases. 

We still don’t know the longstanding 
effects of head trauma. There are still 
decades of research to be done, CTE — 
chronic traumatic encephalopathy — is a 
football buzzword acronym. The condition 
has been blamed for everything from 
suicides to memory loss. A Boston hospital 
is collecting the brains of CTE-afflicted 
deceased players. 

But what hasn't been determined: 
Whether certain persons are genetically 
predisposed to CTE; or whether drug, 
alcohol or PED abuse caused the CTE. 
Those questions cannot be answered at the 
moment with any certainty. 

At the college level, head trauma issues 
are only beginning. College football needs 
a clear and forward vision: 

° A stringent return-to-play mandate 
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from the NCAA. The association merely 
“advises” that affected players not return to 
play until cleared by a physician. It makes 
players sign a document in which they take 
responsibility for reporting head injuries. 

That approach tends to put the burden 
on the player. An internal NCAA survey from 
2010 showed that 50 percent of responding 
schools didn’t required a player with a head 
injury to see a physician. Half said they 
would allow a player back in a game the 
same day he suffered a concussion. 


¢ A neurologist on the sideline for 
every game to diagnose concussions. There 
is admirable research being done at places 
like Virginia Tech. Biomechanical engineer 
Stefan Duma rates helmets each year the way 
Consumer Reports rates the safety of SUVs. 


¢ The NCAA must set aside a medical 
trust fund. Players affected with long-term 
head trauma issues must become more than 
legal adversaries. 


For now, Hainline should be credited. 
The former chief medical officer of the 
United States Tennis Association was hired 
in January 2013. Concussions are the No. 1 
issue on his plate. The nationally recognized 
neurologist has worked tirelessly to keep 
player safety foremost in the debate. 

“It's mandate vs. best practice,” Hainline 
said. “A mandate to have legislation and 
enforcement overlooking 1,100 NCAA 


schools; personally, I think that’s very 
difficult to do.” 

Best practice is a business buzzword 
meaning an accepted way of doing things. The 
problem is the term doesn’t carry much heft. 

Meanwhile, several states — including 
football-mad Texas — now have full-contact 
restrictions at the high school level. The NFL 
Players Association negotiated 14 full-contact 
practices in the 18-week regular season. 

Pop Warner limits full-contact hitting 
to one-third of a practice. The NCAA does 
not have any such restrictions during the 
regular season. 

Perhaps the moment the concussion 
debate reached critical mass was in January 
when a former Texas cheerleader took the 
stage in January at the American Football 
Coaches Association annual convention. 

Her name is Dr. Sandra Chapman, and for 
the AFCA, she was the coaches’ rebuttal to 
the concussion debate. 

“If you haven't sensed it,” AFCA executive 
director Grant Teaff told an audience that 
day, “our game's under attack.” 

Chapman was part of the counterattack. 
The founder and chief director of the Center 
for Brain Health at the University of Texas- 
Dallas is a cognitive neuroscientist. Her 
suggestion to the group was that things aren't 
as bad as the national narrative suggests. 

“T want to change the conversation that 
you're hearing,” she said. “We're showing a 
(positive) brain change (after injury), not in 
months and years, but in literally hours.” 

Sounds outlandish. It also sounds a bit 
Frankensteinian. Chapman used words like 
“regeneration” and “plasticity.” She showed 
slides that indicated that training injured 
brains to think in complex ways causes 
white matter (part of the brain’s learning 
center) to increase. 

In other words, an important part of 
protecting players from long-term injury 
can occur after a head trauma takes place. 
It wouldn't be quite fair to call her a rent- 
an-expert; after all, Chapman was not paid 
to speak by the AFCA. However, she did 
briefly promote a book as the session ended. 

So this growing problem that is 
threatening the very game is rapidly evolving 
with the opinions of dueling experts, relying 
on improving helmets, creating practice 
restrictions, influencing the game through 
penalties, developing in-game responses by 
trainers ... with ambulance-chasing lawyers 
and potential blockbuster settlements 
laying in wait to make the game financially 
unfeasible if the NCAA and others are not 
successful in dealing with this problem and 
protecting players better. 

That's all. 
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IT’S ALL ABOUT THE SELECTION 
COMMITTEE ... AND THE BIGGER 
AND BIGGER BUCKS 


BY DENNIS DODD 
Photo by Kevin Jairaj-USA TODAY Sports 


Above Photo: College Football Playoff executive director Bill Hancock (left) and new chairman of the playoff committee 


Jeff Long (right) answer questions during a press conference at the College Football Playoff headquarters. 


mpressive, to say the least, is this 

selection committee for the College 

Football Playoff. 

They come from varying walks of life 
— coaching, the playing field, media, 
athletic administration. Even a member 
of the cabinet, former Secretary of State 
Condoleezza Rice. 

Unlike the multi-dimensional, computer- 
choked BCS, this 13-member blue-ribbon 
committee will be making postseason 
decisions on their own. Subjectively for 
better or worse. 

Powerful? You bet. 

These people are helping to 
revolutionize the sport of college football. 
They have become the most powerful body 
in amateur athletics. 

Not just the faces of college football — 
that will still be the players and coaches — 
but the faces that folks will most likely be 
calling nasty names come December. 

But they can take it. 

While impressive and powerful are 
two words that come to mind to describe 
the selection committee, the conference 
commissioners who selected them were 
certain that another word would be 
appropriate: Unassailable. 


This Teflon Committee is filled with credentials 
that transcend sport to what can generally be 
summarized as “more important things.” 

e After spending his life training men 
to go to war, former Air Force Academy 
superintendent Lt. Gen. Mike Gould will 
spend his time as a volunteer member of 
this group justifying his thought process on 
“why didn’t Boise State get in?” 

© Rice spent part of her life out-scheming 
terrorists. It seems almost inappropriate 
chatting her up on how Alabama out- 
schemed Georgia. 

e Arkansas AD Jeff Long is the committee 
chair, presumably because he was a guy with 
enough guts to fire Bobby Petrino. 

¢ Tom Jernstedt was the No. 2 person 
at the NCAA when his four decades at the 
association ended, and he can rate with 
anyone in the no-nonsense-guy department. 

e Former Big East commissioner Mike 
Tranghese is one of the most respected 
figures in college sports, in part because 
his conference no longer exists as a major 
player in football, so he doesn’t have to 
listen to anybody. 

® Ole Miss legend Archie Manning and 
West Virginia AD Oliver Luck qualify at least 
in part because of their genetic excellence. 
Just ask Peyton, Eli and Andrew about them. 

e USC legend and AD Pat Haden is the 
resident Rhodes Scholar of the committee. 
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© Tom Osborne is ... well, Tom Osborne. 


Who do they have to tell what they 
think? Well, according to the CFP website: 
“The selection committee process will 
be as transparent as possible ... we want 
to create an arrangement that allows for 
maximum disclosure, while also allowing the 
committee to deliberate among themselves 
in a thoughtful and effective manner. The 
selection committee will have a structure 
and a defined set of procedures that will be 
made available to the public.” 

In other words, don’t expect much to be 
made public. 

We do not expect to find out where Barry 
Alvarez voted for Wisconsin or any team in 
the Big Ten, for instance, or whether Condi 
Rice was the deciding vote to keep Stanford 
out of the four-team playoff. But we do 
expect to hear that some members stepped 
out of the room when schools with their 
interest were discussed or voted upon. 

It's a different sport, but the football 
committee is going to operate a lot like that 
men’s basketball committee. The difference 
is the basketball group's decisions are largely 
accepted by public and media. All the 
committee does, really, is select 37 at-large 
teams and seed the field. 

If SMU doesn’t get into the basketball 
tournament, it’s maybe a 12-hour story in 
Dallas, and we move on. 

The CFP committee is going to be deciding 
futures of programs, coaches, players and 
leagues. They will subjectively choose which 
four teams get to participate in this long- 
awaited “playoff” ... and which of the other 
124 teams do not. 

If you thought the BCS was subjective — 
with its polls and computers — get ready 
for some foot brawl. No matter how many 
degrees they've earned, the committee's 
objectivity is going to be questioned. 
Eventually, the same query that defines the 
Alabama-Auburn rivalry in that great state 
is going to be asked in some form of the 
game's overseers. 

“Who ya pullin’ for?” 

Technically, no one, but what's that 
old saying about perception being more 
important than reality? Everybody in that 
Washington, D.C., meeting room graduated 
from somewhere. Or they worked somewhere. 
Or their kids went somewhere. Or their 
friends coach somewhere. 

Guard those cell phone numbers, ladies 
and gentlemen. Guard them well. 

At press time, the committee was still 
deciding a recusal policy for its members. Rice, 
for example, is a Stanford political science 


professor (she was the university's provost 
before her political appointments), and got 
her master’s degree at Notre Dame, where she 
later served on the board of directors. 

The 13 members have degrees from 
or have worked for nearly half of the 65 
universities in the Big Five conferences 
(or Notre Dame). 

Did they realize what they were getting 
into? It’s one thing breaking down the 
situation in the Mideast, it’s another dealing 
with an Ohio State football fan who has 
gotten your cell phone number. 

“I'm sure I have a full grasp of what it will 


entail,” Long said. 

“It’s something we all recognize going 
in,” said Steve Wieberg, who spent more 
than three decades covering college athletics 
at USA Today. “(Playoff executive director) 
Bill Hancock was pretty open with all of us 
going in with the scrutiny that we'll have, 
and the controversy that we generate and 
the pressure that we'll be under.” 

OK, as long as we're all on the same page, 
considering we live in a world where a nut- 
job Alabama fan thinks nothing of poisoning 
trees at Auburn. 

As a group, they're used to public 


THE SELECTION COMMITTEE 


The 13-members of the selection committee are unpaid, 


and on three-year terms: 
Jeff Long, Arkansas AD, Chair 
Barry Alvarez, Wisconsin AD 


Mike Gould, former superintendent of the U.S. Air Force Academy 


Pat Haden, USC AD 


Tom Jernstedt, former NCAA executive vice president 


Oliver Luck, West Virginia AD 


Archie Manning, former Ole Miss quarterback 
Tom Osborne, former coach, AD at Nebraska 


Dan Radakovich, Clemson AD 


Condoleeza Rice, Stanford professor, former U.S. Secretary of State 

Mike Tranghese, former commissioner of the Big East 

Steve Wieberg, former college football reporter, USA Today 

Tyrone Willingham, former coach at Notre Dame, Stanford and Washington 


Their duties: 


Rank the top 25 teams from midseason to end of the regular season. 
Select and seed the best four teams for the playoff. 

Assign eight other teams to the four “host” bowls. 

Note: The top 25 ranking will begin in midseason for informational 
purposes only, and the only poll that counts will be the final one 
(Dec. 6-7). Votes and totals will not be released. 


Team selection criteria: 


It's pretty much up to the committee (no binding polls or computer 
rankings). Among factors to be considered: 


Win-loss record 
Strength of schedule 
Head-to-head results 


Comparison of results against common opponents 


Conference championships 


Note: In the spring, committee members were given an iPad specially 
loaded with software allowing them to watch any game in the country at 
any time (so they will not travel to games as special guests, etc.). 


ee 


2014 www.lindyssports.com 


Lindy’s Sports Annuals 17 


WOULD-BE PLAYOFF 
MATCHUPS FROM BCS ERA 


If the new College Football Playoff was in place over the past 16 years, two 
more teams would have been in the hunt for the national championship each 
season. Here’s a look at the actual BCS Championship Game, and what the 
playoff matchups would have been (using the BCS rankings), but keep in mind 
that the Selection Committee will not be bound by the computers and polls 
that bound the BCS rankings: 

Note: The top-rated team went 8-8, and has won only three of the past nine. 


1998 

Actual: Tennessee 23, Florida State 16 
No. 1 Tennessee vs. No. 4 Ohio State 
No. 2 Florida State vs. No. 3 Kansas State 


1999 

Actual: Florida State 46, Virginia 
Tech 29 

No. 1 Florida State vs. No. 4 Alabama 
No. 2 Virginia Tech vs. No. 3 Nebraska 


2000 

Actual: Oklahoma 13, Florida State 2 
No. 1 Oklahoma vs. No. 4 Washington 
No. 2 Florida State vs. No. 3 Miami 


2001 

Actual: Miami 37, Nebraska 14 
No. 1 Miami vs. No. 4 Oregon 

No. 2 Nebraska vs. No. 3 Colorado 


2002 

Actual: Ohio State 31, Miami 24 (20T) 
No. 1 Miami vs. No. 4 USC 

No. 2 Ohio State vs. No. 3 Georgia 


2003 

Actual: LSU 21, Oklahoma 14 
No. 1 Oklahoma vs. No. 4 Michigan 
No. 2 LSU vs. No. 3 USC 


2004 

Actual: USC 55, Oklahoma 19 
No. 1 USC vs. No. 4 Texas 

No. 2 Oklahoma vs. No..3 Auburn 


2005 

Actual: Texas 41, USC 38 

No. 1 USC vs. No. 4 Ohio State 
No. 2 Texas vs. No. 3 Penn State 


2006 

Actual: Florida 41, Ohio State 14 
No. 1 Ohio State vs. No. 4 LSU 

No. 2 Florida vs. No. 3 Michigan 


2007 

Actual: LSU 38, Ohio State 24 

No. 1 Ohio State vs. No. 4 Oklahoma 
No. 2 LSU vs. No. 3 Virginia Tech 


2008 

Actual: Florida 24, Oklahoma 14 
No. 1 Oklahoma vs. No. 4 Alabama 
No. 2 Florida vs. No. 3 Texas 


2009 

Actual: Alabama 37, Texas 21 
No. 1 Alabama vs. No. 4 TCU 
No. 2 Texas vs. No. 3 Cincinnati 


2010 

Actual: Auburn 22, Oregon 19 
No. 1 Auburn vs. No. 4 Stanford 
No. 2 Oregon vs. No. 3 TCU 


2011 

Actual: Alabama 21, LSU 0 

No. 1 LSU vs. No. 4 Stanford 

No. 2 Alabama vs. No. 3 Oklahoma State 


2012 

Actual: Alabama 42, Notre Dame 14 
No. 1 Notre Dame vs. No. 4 Oregon 
No. 2 Alabama vs. No. 3 Florida 


2013 

Actual: Florida State 34, Auburn 31 
No. 1 Florida State vs. No. 4 Michigan State 
No. 2 Auburn vs. No. 3 Alabama 


scrutiny. They'd better be. The reason 
we're in the playoff era in the first place is 
because of public outcry. All those years of 
somebody screaming bloody murder had its 
desired effect. 

That outrage is what the BCS commissioners 
— now called the Management Committee — 
accepted as their mandate: Hey, you wanted a 
playoff? We're giving you a playoff. 

Everything else is details. Many, many 
details. And, um ... you know who resides in 
the details. 


MEET THE NEW BOSS... 
SAME AS THE OLD BOSS 

The commissioners of the major 
conferences, who spent recent years 
assembling rosters of teams that can sling 
weight in TV contract negotiations as well 
as with the bowls, have created a marvelous 
curtain of 0z. Don’t look behind the curtain, 
or you'll see what we've always seen, which 
is a system that makes sure the biggest boys 
make the most money. 

Consider that the BCS was worth about 
$180 million per year. But the current 
contracts in the playoff era balloon that 
number to about $600 million annually. 

Everything else — including who 
actually gets into the four-team playoff — 
is secondary. Still, the fatal flaw of the BCS 
(R.LP., 1998-2013) was that there weren't 
enough thumbs to plug all the leaks, er, 
bugs in the computers. 


¢ Remember, Nebraska played Miami 
for the title in 2001 without so much as 
winning its Big 12 division and after losing 
to Colorado by 26. 

© Two years later Oklahoma got plastered 
by four touchdowns in the Big 12 title game, 
yet, remained No. 1 in the BCS. So much for 
college football's “every game counts” motto. 

© The final outrage came when LSU and 
Alabama played a rematch of a regular-season 
game in the 2012 BCS Championship Game. 
While New Orleans loved it, the regional 
success brought the third-lowest ratings of 
the 16-year BCS era. Average postseason 
attendance hit a 33-year low that year. 


That was a straw that broke the will of 
BCS apologists. A month later, the Big Ten 
was talking openly about a playoff, which 
brings us to this moment. 

“We have to listen to the fans; we cannot be 
tone-deaf,” Northwestern AD Jim Phillips said. 
By the end of June 2012, the first-ever, 

play-your-way-in national championship 
system was established for the highest-level 
of college football. 

But, be careful what you wish for? 


— rrr —— 
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Four teams do not a satisfying playoff 
system make. 

On the surface, four teams are better than 
two. More access, one more round. But more 
fairness? The same old arguments will rage, 
although the debate moves from “Who's 
No. 3?” to “Who's No. 5?” 

And even Nos. 6 and No. 7 will be heard from. 

Recognize, too, that this system might 
have led last year’s epic Auburn-Alabama 
regular-season showdown to become merely 
a seeding battle (along with those Iron Bowl 
bragging rights). Both teams still finished in 
the top four. 

The FBS commissioners gave final approval 
only after deciding that a four-teamer 
wouldn’t much impact the regular season 
— yet, they fell short of establishing a 
“conference champions only” edict. Based on 
the Bama-Auburn scenario above, how long 
before coaches are faced with the prospect of 
resting key players late in the season? 

“T don’t think anything is going to lessen 
the controversy,” said Big 12 commissioner 
Bob Bowlsby, who helped craft the playoff. 
“I think that's one of the things that makes 
it great, that everyone is always talking 
about it and no one really agrees.” 


PROGRESS IN FITS AND STARTS 

Yet, we have made progress. The nation’s 
No. 2 sport (next to the NFL) now has more 
juice. Six major bowls will rotate through as 
semifinal sites during a 12-year sequence. 
Each bowl (Orange, Fiesta, Cotton, Rose, 
Peach, Sugar) will host a semifinal game 
four times during that period. 

The real bowl experience — we are told — 
will come in those semifinals. Participating 
teams will be leaving campus shortly after 
Christmas to bask in the semifinal glory of 
traditional bowls. 

The first two semifinal sites are the Rose 
and Sugar. The No. 1 seed will play the 
No. 4 seed. No. 2 will play No. 3. Those 
teams and seeds will be determined solely 
by that selection committee. The winners 
advance to the championship game. Those 
teams will arrive on a Friday for what will 
be in most years, a Monday title game. 

The selection committee also will be 
responsible for populating those four bowls 
outside the semifinals. They will lean 
toward conference champions, though not 
necessarily. The BCS devalued conference 
titles, and creators of this College Football 
Playoff wouldn't go as far as revaluing them, 
since that might not benefit the Big Five 
conferences. Nebraska (2001) and Alabama 
(2011), remember, played for national 
championships without even getting to their 
conference championship games. 
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That's why SEC commissioner Mike Slive 
lobbied for the four best teams at the top 
instead of conference champions. Given 
his conference's dominance, a playoff 
theoretically doubles the chances of the SEC 
playing for a national championship in the 
playoff era. 

Only one of the remaining eight big bowl 
spots is reserved for the highest-ranked team 
among the so-called Group of Five 
(Sun Belt, MAC, American, Mountain West 
and Conference USA), which really ought to 
be called the “Little Five,” or “Five on the 
Side.” 

But Slive and his Big Five brethren cannot 
help but note that last year that team 
probably would have been Central Florida. 
How does that grab you on the excite-o- 
meter for TV ratings? Not quite like the 
Boise State Cinderella days, is it? 

Another way to look at it, though, is that 
a Group of Five team reaching the four-team 
playoff would likely generate monumental 
interest as an underdog. So there's that. 


START SAVING NOW 

It remains to be seen if the average fan 
has enough money to follow his favorite 
team through a conference championship 
game, a national semifinal, and a national 
championship game. Another thought: 
Could the hoards of visiting fans dwindle for 
regular-season games while folks save up 
hoping for the biggest trips? 

Just a ticket for the game is expected 
to outpace even the Super Bowl’s $800 
minimum face value. Early “premium 
packages,” which include hosted receptions 
and the like, start at nearly $2,000, although 
those are marketed for general fans (read: 
corporate buyers) rather than seats that will 
be made available to fans of participating 
teams. Still, theyre not gonna be cheap. 

The first championship game was pro- 
grammed from its outset as a collegiate Super 
Bowl: Dallas-Fort Worth’s AT&T Stadium won the 
bid for that first championship game on Jan. 
12, 2015. That makes for an 11-day pause as 
the sport looks more like the NFL each day. 

Those commissioners didn’t award North 
Texas the first championship game just 
hoping it would be a success. In short, they 
recognized that they needed the Jerry Dome 
hype machine in the rotation. The stadium 
will also host a national semifinal following 
the 2015 season. 

To get to this point, the commissioners 
essentially took over the sport, becoming its 
de facto landlords. 

Elsewhere, though, muscles — financial 
and otherwise — were flexed. For the first 
time since it started in 1951, the coaches’ 


poll won't have a direct hand in deciding the 
national championship. That's one ancillary 
impact of the selection committee. The 
coaches will keep the crystal football, which 
became a symbol of the championship in the 
BCS era. The playoff will have its own trophy. 

ESPN won the TV rights. The playoff is 
worth $7.2 billion over the 12-year life of 
the deal. ESPN CEO John Skipper says the 
four-team playoff will be locked in to the 
end in 2026. Others aren't so sure. They 
say an eight-team playoff is inevitable and 
arriving soon. 

Conference realignment had a lot to do 
with schools clustering together for this 
moment. It was important to end up in a 
Big Five league (Pac-12, Big Ten, ACC, SEC, 
Big 12) competing for those playoff spots. 


SIX-BOWL ROTATION 

Cities and bowls had to bid to become part 
of the six-bowl rotation. That was a huge 
boost for the Chick-fil-A in Atlanta, which 
had been a second-level bowl, and when it 
earned the rights, it quickly returned to its 
Peach Bowl roots by changing back to its 
old-school name. 

The Cotton Bowl was left out of the 
original BCS bowl rotation in 1998. It bided 
its time and, aided by Jones’ stadium, now is 
back in the big time. 

The SEC and Big 12 now basically “own” the 
Sugar Bowl, leveraging their brands and teams. 
The New Orleans-based bowl couldn't afford to 
say no. Sugar executive director Paul Hoolahan 
bragged the day after that LSU-Alabama 
rematch that he had a $40 million “war chest” 
to buy his way into the playoff rotation. 

The SEC might have argued that a lot 
of that $40 million came from Hoolahan 
being able to host SEC teams over the 
years, Nevertheless, the Sugar was in, and 
— in years when the semifinals don't pass 
through New Orleans — the SEC and Big 12 
each will receive checks for $90 million. 

The Rose has a similar arrangement 
maintaining its traditional partnership with 
the Big Ten and Pac-12. It might be the only 
place the word “traditional” can be used in 
college football's new world. 

The Orange will host the ACC champion 
against either an SEC/Big Ten team or Notre 
Dame. The Fiesta, Peach, and Cotton will 
be “open” when the semifinals don’t pass 
through Phoenix, Atlanta, or Dallas. 

Holding it all together — hopefully — 
is that selection committee. They will begin 
issuing a Top 25 at some interval beginning 
at midseason. It will not contain voting 
totals and will not be binding. 

It will be meant as a reference point. And 
a starting point for the squealing to begin. 
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PLAYOFF FAQS 


Let's start with the very basics: The College Football Playoff is 
a limited liability company (CFP Administration LLP) managed by 
the 10 commissioners of the NCAA’s Football Bowl Subdivision. 

It grew out of a public outcry for a more fair way to 
determine the FBS champion. For the previous 16 years, 
the Bowl Championship Series — also managed by the 
commissioners — matched the top two teams in the BCS 
standings to play for the championship. 

The teams and seeds will be determined by a 13-member 
selection committee. 


Each of these six bowls will host a semifinal four times over 
the next 12 years (once every three years). 


© Rose Bowl, Pasadena, Calif. 
* Orange Bowl, Miami 
¢ Fiesta Bowl, Glendale, Ariz. 
© Sugar Bowl, New Orleans 

¢ Cotton Bowl, Arlington, Texas 
¢ Peach Bowl, Atlanta 


Winners of the semifinals will advance to the championship 
game at separately bid sites. 


2014 SEASON 
Semifinals: Rose Bowl and Sugar Bowl, Jan. 1, 2015 
Championship Game: AT&T Stadium, Jan. 12, 2015 


2015 SEASON 
Semifinals: Orange Bowl and Cotton Bowl, Jan. 1, 2016 
Championship Game: University of Phoenix Stadium, Jan. 11, 2016 


2016 SEASON 
Semifinals: Sugar Bowl and Peach Bowl, Jan. 1, 2017 
Championship Game: Raymond James Stadium, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 


The #1 seed will play #4, and #2 will play #3, at sites most 
conducive to the top seeds. For instance, last season #1 Florida 
State would have played in the Sugar Bowl. 


The ESPN contract is for 12 years (through the 2026 season), 
worth a total of $7.2 billion. Current administrators say the 
playoff will stay at four teams, but there is much speculation 
that the system will expand to eight teams before 2026. 


Certainly the Big Five conferences (Big 12, Big Ten, Pac- 
12, ACC, SEC) which, in essence, have taken ownership of FBS 
football. Those conferences (encompassing 65 schools, including 
Notre Dame) will be awarded almost all of the 12 annual berths 
in the big bowls, and probably all four in the playoff. 

The champions of those five conferences are guaranteed 
a spot in big bowls, but not in the four-team playoff. 
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One spot in the six bowls will be reserved for the top-rated 
team in the so-called Group of Five conferences (Sun Belt, 
MAC, Mountain West, American, Conference USA). Once again, 
the selection committee will decide. 

Also, there's Notre Dame, which can be selected for a spot in 
one of the four “host” bowls (those outside the two semifinals). 


Those Group of Five schools will have a hard time getting 
into the top four. The Mountain West and American are 
thought to be the strongest of those five. Look for an annual 
battle between those two champions to get the one spot. 

Also, Notre Dame. Aside from reaching the top four, its only 
guaranteed spot among the six bowls is the Orange Bowl. The 
Irish can be selected a maximum of twice to play the ACC 
champion over the 12-year period. 


There is no limit. Yes, conceivably two, three or (cough) four 
SEC teams could play for the national championship ... or at 
least be among the teams in the six monster bowls. 


One of the benefits is supposedly to organize the six biggest 
bowls. The Rose and Sugar will retain their traditional New Year's 
Day slots, with three other games played on Dec. 31, and another 
in the morning of New Year's Day, except when it falls on a Sunday. 


For the 2014 season: the Peach, Fiesta, and Orange will be 
on Dec. 31; the Cotton on the morning of Jan. 1, with the 
Rose and Sugar to follow as semifinal games. 

For the 2015 season: the semifinals at the Orange and 
Cotton will be on Dec. 31 (with the Peach that morning); 
the Fiesta, Rose, and Sugar will stage a fairly traditional 
New Year's Day bowl lineup. 

And for the 2016 season: the semifinals at the Peach and 
Fiesta will be on Dec. 31 (with the Orange that day, too); the 
Cotton, Rose, and Sugar will play on Monday, Jan. 2. 


Who knows, but the conferences desperately want the lesser 
bowls to stay alive and they are agreeing to huge mandatory 
ticket purchases, which prop up the bowls financially. And 
ESPN likes having programming throughout December to help 
drive interest in the playoffs and big bowls, so don’t expect 
this to kill off the other bowls. 


During the BCS era, schools were required to buy 17,500 
tickets each. That took some of the burden off the bowls in 
selling tickets, but it often put a financial burden on the 
schools. According to USA Today, Connecticut was stuck for 
a bill totaling $1.6 million in the 2010 season when it couldn't 
sell tickets to the Fiesta Bowl. 

In the playoff era, the four semifinalists will be required 
to buy 12,500 seats, and the two championship teams will be 
required to buy 20,000 more. 
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ddressing media following 

Florida State’s spring game, 

quarterback Jameis Winston 

paused dramatically before 

placing a gold chain necklace 
over his head. At the end dangled his 
ACC championship ring. 

On his left hand sparkled a national 
championship ring so big it could have 
its own zip code. 

“We just got ‘em so I’m trying to 
wear ‘em as much as I can,” Winston 
said. 

Jameis wasn’t going all Macklemore 
on the press; he was just a kid playing 
with his toys. 

In case you’ve just landed from Mars 
and have never heard of the second- 
most famous kid from near Bessemer, 
Ala. — Bo Jackson has a street named 
after him there — here’s a quick run- 
down on Winston’s 2013 redshirt fresh- 
man season: 

¢ Undefeated national champion- 
ship season 

¢ Heisman Trophy 

¢ Walter Camp Trophy for NCAA 


college football Player of the Year 

¢ Manning Award for best college 
quarterback 

¢ Associated Press Player of the Year 

¢ Consensus All-American 

e ACC Player of the Year 

¢ FBS and ACC single-season records 
for most passing yards, 4,057, and most 
passing touchdowns, 40, by a freshman. 

He was too young to join the NFL 
this year — players have to be three 
years: out of high school before they 
can enter the draft — so the best college 
quarterback since ... well, since the 2012 
version of Johnny Manziel ... is back for 
another year. And perhaps more. 

Winston said he loves college and 
not only is he playing for the Seminoles 
this year because he has to, he also plans 
to be a Seminole in 2015 because he 
wants to. 

“I think he genuinely likes being a 
college student,” FSU coach Jimbo Fish- 
er said. “I think something is going to 
have to push him out or run him out.” 

So NFL teams can wipe off the drool 
and put away the checkbooks; it may 


Bo who? 
Jameis Winston 
knows football, 
baseball and 
championships 


By Dennis Dodd 


be at least two years before he plays on 
Sundays. 

That is, unless the 6-4, 235-pound 
athletic wonder decides he wants to be 
one of the boys of summer instead (or 
too). The Texas Rangers drafted him in 
the 15th round out of high school, and 
the relief pitcher for the Seminoles talks 
openly of becoming the next Bo Jackson 
or Deion Sanders. 

Jackson was the first player to be se- 
lected to play in an All-Star Game and a 
Pro Bowl, and only seven players have 
participated in both pro leagues since 
1970. 

“We're talking about a young man 
who is probably the most popular ath- 
lete in all of college sports,” said FSU 
baseball coach Mike Martin Sr. “If you 
can name one who is not familiar with 
Jameis Winston, then please do.” 

He’s the full package — the smile, 
the personality, the leadership. After 
a teammate returned an interception 
(not his) for a touchdown in the spring 
game, Jameis was one of the first to greet 
him, but not for congratulations. 

“Tell me,” Winston challenged, 
“you weren’t running full out?” 

The only question surrounding Win- 
ston is whether there will be any linger- 
ing effects from last season’s accusations 
that he sexually assaulted a woman in 
2012. No charges were filed after Florida 
state prosecutor Willie Meggs said there 
wasn’t enough evidence. 

In April, the New York Times pub- 
lished an investigation of the Winston 
case that alleges the university, the state 
and the police department all botched 
their investigations of the matter. 


Whether that story will affect 
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Winston’s season also is unknown. 
What is known is that Winston believes 
the matter is behind him. 

“I’m never worried about any- 
thing,” Winston said. “When that in- 
cident came up, I was never worried.” 

For now, Jameis is the latest reincar- 
nation of the world-turning star who is 
bigger than college football. Tim Tebow 
begat Cam Newton who begat Manziel 
who begat Jameis. 

He’s the second player to win a 
Heisman and the national champion- 
ship in the same season since 2004 and 
the first quarterback to win a national 
championship within two years of high 
school (Jamelle Holieway, Oklahoma, 
1985). 


Jameis Winston Todd Gurley 


FIRST TEAM 


Name 

Jameis Winston 
Todd Gurley 
Melvin Gordon 
Antwan Goodley 


Hi. 
6-4 
6-1 
6-1 
5-10 
6-1 
5-10 
6-3 
6-6 
6-5 
6-5 
6-4 
6-1 


Wt. 
235 
232 
207 
225 
204 
225 
295 
302 
300 
320 
339 
209 


Pos 
QB 
RB 


Amari Cooper 
Devin Funchess 
Reese Dismukes 
Cameron Erving 
Cedric Ogbuehi 
Brandon Scherff 
Tre’ Jackson 
Roberto Aguayo 


Ag 


Reese Dismukes Cameron Erving 
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Yr. 


So. 


Jr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 


So. 


2. SP 
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ALLAMERICA TEAM 


But there may be more — much 
more — to come. 

“I’m fighting boredom right now, 
Winston said. “It’s good to be bored. 
Because when you're bored, you want 
to do more.” 

This spring he learned what play- 
ing in the NFL and the MLB might be 
like. In his first meaningful action since 
throwing the game-winning touch- 
down pass in the BCS title game, Win- 
ston threw S56 passes in the Florida State 
spring game. 

That game came in the middle of 
a 40-hour period during which he also 
played two Seminole baseball games 
300 miles north at Georgia Tech. 

He might also find out what it’s 


” 


Melvin Gordon Antwan Goodley 


School 
Florida State 
Georgia 
Wisconsin 


Pos 
QB 
RB 


Name 


T.J. Yeldon 
Mike Davis 


Marcus Mariota 


= at = — Sow — 


like to play for two national champions 
in different sports in one school year, 
something quite rare these days. 

After the baseball season, it’s back 
to football, and the defending national 
champions are going to be picked pre- 
season No. 1 by several outlets — in- 
cluding Lindy’s — for good reason. 

Yeah, there are some questions on 
the offense, but when you've got the 
best offensive player in the country, 
is anyone really questioning Florida 
State’s offense? 

The only real question about 
Winston is the over/under on the num- 
ber of rings he’ll have on his fingers 
and hanging around his neck when his 
college career is finally done. 


Amari Cooper Devin Funchess 


SECOND TEAM 


Ht Wt. Yr. 
6-4 215 Jr. 
6-2 221 Jr. 
5-9 216 Jr. 
6-11 175 Sr. 


School 
Oregon 
Alabama 
South Carolina 
Kansas State 


Baylor 
Alabama 
Michigan 
Auburn 
Florida State 
Texas A&M 
lowa 

Florida State 
Florida State 


_ Cedric Ogbuehi 


Brandon Scherff 


Tyler Lockett 
Rashad Greene 
Nick O’Leary 
Hroniss Grasu 
Spencer Drango 
Andrus Peat 
La’el Collins 
Eric Lefeld 


Jeremiah Detmer 


6-0 
6-3 
6-3 
6-5 
6-7 
6-5 
6-6 
5-8 


178 
244 
297 
315 
312 
315 
309 
170 


Tre’ Jackson 


Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 


Jr. 
Jr. 


Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 


Florida State 
Florida State 
Oregon 
Baylor 
Stanford 
LSU 
Cincinnati 
Toledo 


Roberto Aguayo 
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ic Beasley played tailback, 

H-back and linebacker in 

high school. Clemson signed 

him in 2010 to play tight 

end but quickly moved him 
to linebacker. 

When Brent Venables became the 
Tigers’ defensive coordinator after the 
2011 season, he moved Beasley again, 
this time to defensive end. 

As a backup end in 2012, Beasley 
racked up eight sacks in just 288 de- 
fensive plays. Then, as a starter last 
year, his 23 tackles for loss, including 


13 sacks, earned the versatile vagabond 
consensus All-America honors. 

Defensive end clearly was the right 
place for the 2013 Lombardi Award 
finalist. 

Well, maybe not. 

“When (Clemson’s coaches) moved 
me from tight end to linebacker, I told 
them that’s where I wanted to play if 
they were going to move me anywhere 
else,” Beasley said. 

This fall, Beasley may again get to 
play the position he says is natural for 
him. 


Photo by Geoff Burke-USA TODAY Sports 


Versatile 
Beasley 
has his 
sights set 
on sack 
record 


By Greg Wallace 


While the Tigers’ game-day pro- 
gram will still say defensive end after 
Beasley’s name, he’ll be moving into a 
hybrid role that includes playing some 
snaps at outside linebacker, the posi- 
tion he is expected to play in the NFL. 

It should add more versatility to 
Beasley’s game and make an already 
stout and improving Tiger defense bet- 
ter. 

“T think the coaches are going to 
play me off the ball a lot more than 
they did the previous year, so that’ll 
also affect me in my outcome as an 
NFL draft prospect,” Beasley said. “It’s 
kind of natural for me to play lineback- 
er and rush the edge. It all comes natu- 
ral, so it’s not a big deal for me.” 

The speedy and athletic rusher reg- 
istered a sack in eight of Clemson’s 13 
games last year, helping the Tigers lead 
the nation in tackles for loss. 

His 13 sacks were third on Clem- 
son’s all-time single-season list be- 
hind the 16 of linebacker Keith Adams 
(1998-2000) and the 15.5 of defensive 
end Da’Quan Bowers (2008-2010). 
He’ll begin the season with 21 career 
sacks, well within reach of the program 
record of 28 held by Michael Dean 
Perry (1984-1987) and Gaines Adams 
(2002-2006). 

Beasley considered entering the 
NFL draft last year and received a sec- 
ond-round grade from the NFL draft 
advisory committee. 

“T felt my grade didn’t affect my de- 
cision,” he said. “I felt if I went to the 
Combine, I could improve my skills 
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and boost my stock up to that first 
round.” 

But so could being a stronger, 
more complete player with experi- 
ence playing linebacker, especially 
since that’s where NFL scouts expect 
him to play. 

He said the scouts told him to put 
on more weight and learn to play the 
run better. 

So he’s trying to do just that. Last 
year, Beasley played at 230 pounds. 
This fall, he aims to play between 240 
and 245 pounds. 

Venables played coy about which 
position Beasley will play this fall, but 
said his defensive star can improve his 
all-around game in multiple ways. 

“T just think it’s his overall 


Leonard Williams 


Hi 
Vic Beasley 


awareness, his confidence,” Venables 
said. “The game should be slowed 
down now, so it’s even playing at 
a faster level. He’s working hard to 
continue to add to his strength and 
weight. He’s strong, but (if) he can just 
get a little more thickness to him.” 

Beasley also has become a team 
leader. 

During the offseason, Beasley said 
he “was able to help players around 
me become better and also help myself 
become better,” which he said was his 
proudest offseason achievement. 

After a big year, there is always 
the fear of a drop-off the next season 
because opposing offenses game-plan 
and throw double-teams at a player 

(see: Jadeveon Clowney). But Beasley 


DEFENSE 


3 


Michael Bennett Shilique Calhoun 


said he isn’t worried about that, large- 
ly because of the overall talent on the 
Tigers’ defensive line. 

Clemson returns its entire D-line 
two-deep from last fall. Seniors Corey 
Crawford and Tavaris Barnes are tal- 
ented pass rushers and Beasley’s back- 
up, Shaq Lawson, managed to earn 
Freshman All-America honors last fall 
with four sacks. Lawson would be a 
starter just about anywhere else in the 
nation. 

In other words, Beasley can focus 
on improving his own craft while not 
worrying about carrying the load him- 
self. 

“I want to be the best I can be and 
break the sack record ... and leave a 
legacy here at Clemson for the other 
gfensive ends that are coming in.” 


Denzel Perryman A.J. Johnson 


FIRST TEAM 


Name Ht. Wt. 


Ramik Wilson 


Vic Beasley 
Leonard Williams 
Michael Bennett 
Shilique Calhoun 
Denzel Perryman 
A.J. Johnson 
Ramik Wilson 

Ifo Ekpre-Olomu 
Vernon Hargreaves 
Landon Collins 
Cody Prewitt 
Drew Kaser 
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6-2 
6-5 
6-2 
6-4 
6-0 
6-2 
6-2 


235 
290 
288 
257 
242 
242 
232 


5-10 195 
5-11 192 


6-0 
6-2 
6-3 


215 
212 
205 


Ifo Ekpre-Olomu 


Yr. 
Jr. 
Jr. 
Jr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 


So. 


Jr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 


SECOND TEAM 


School Pos Name 


Ht Wet Yr. School 


Clemson 
USC 

Ohio State 
Michigan State 
Miami 
Tennessee 
Georgia 
Oregon 
Florida 
Alabama 
Ole Miss 
Texas A&M 


Vernon Hargreaves 


DL 
DL 
DL 
DL 
LB 


Randy Gregory 
Dante Fowler 
Cedric Reed 
Carl Davis 
Myles Jack 
Eric Striker 
Trey DePriest 
Kendall Fuller 
Lorenzo Doss 
Derron Smith 
Anthony Harris 
Cameron Johnston 


Landon Collins 


6-6 
6-3 
6-6 
6-5 
6-1 
6-0 
6-2 


245 
266 
271 
315 
230 
217 
250 


5-11 195 
5-11 175 
5-11 200 


6-1 
6-0 


190 
195 


Cody Prewitt 


dr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 


So. 


Jr. 


Nebraska 
Florida 
Texas 

lowa 

UCLA 
Oklahoma 
Alabama 
Virginia Tech 
Tulane 
Fresno State 
Virginia 
Ohio State 


Drew Kaser 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


for last December, when the dynamic dual-threat quarterback 
announced he would return to school to complete his degree and 
some unfinished business for the Ducks. 

The fourth-year junior was projected as a top-5 NFL pick had he entered 
the 2014 draft — perhaps even the No. 1 pick, at least according to one 
analyst. Instead, Mariota will be on the short list of preseason Heisman 
Trophy candidates as the 20-year-old attempts to lead Oregon to the Pac-12 
championship. 


NI arcus Mariota delivered the comeback Oregon fans had hoped 


TOP QUARTERBACKS 


) RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 
Jameis Winston So. Florida State 
It's Jameis’ world, college football is eS living in it. 


Marcus Mariota Oreg 
Has all the Johnny Manziel skills, witout all the other st stuff. 


Braxton Miller Sr. Ohio State 
ea for third consecutive Big Ten Offensive Player of Year award. 


QUARTERBACKS 


Mariota returns with national 
title, Heisman in reach 


ryce Petty Sr. Baylor 
Baler QB is new glamour spot in CFB; 4,200 passing yards in 2013. 


Brett Hundley Jr. UCLA 

Total physical al package, putting bled touches on 1 declior-making. 
Nick Marshall Auburn 

Overflowing with the “it" factor; psa will be improved. 


Taysom Hill BYU 
Best comp for Hill could be 49ers oe Colin Kaepernick. 


Christian Hackenberg So. Penn State 
If the NFL could get its hands on “ to now, it would. 


Taylor Kelly Arizona State 

Don’t forget: Kelly, not UCLA’s Hurdly, was 2nd-team Pac-12 in 2013. 
Trevor Knight So. Oklahoma 

Ranking is based on one game, but what a game (348 yards vs. Bama). 


Bo Wallace Sr. Ole Miss 
SEC's leading returning Passe and adept at running the read-option. 


Kevin Hogan Sr. Stanford 
As two-time Pac-12 champ, does so many things right. 


Connor Cook Jr. Michigan State 
Steadied the O, then was fantastic : wins over Ohio State, Stanford. 


Rakeem Cato Marshall 
Spread the word: Threw for 3 ores and 39 TDs last season. 


Shane Carden East Carolina 

C-USA Offensive POY will try to vee as “ see Fs 
Davis Webb 

Last man standing in Texas Tech QB racer 1 boo yatslbae bettas. 


Jake Waters Sr. Kansas State 
No more splitting time with Daniel =e. who's now a receiver. 


Sean Mannion Oregon State 
His 4,662 passing yards ranked oe in the nation at season. 


Dak Prescott Jr. Mississippi State 
Rapidly ais dual-threat QB has 17 career rushing touchdowns. 


Cody Kessl Jr usc 

Best thing to Face to him was Steve Sarkisian and no-huddle attack. 
Chuckie Keeton Sr. Utah State 

Back from 2013 knee injury to Slade becoming a Utah State legend. 
Keenan Reynolds Navy 

Triple-option master ran for 31 TDs) amet for 1,057 yards last year. 
Matt Johnson Jr. Bowling Green 
Moxie-filled QB will run new up-tempo O after passing for 3,467 yards. 
Everett Golson Sr. Notre Dai 

Can he beat out Malik Zaire? We ae yes, with a eae to 2012 form. 
Jeff Driskel 

A real X-factor as Florida switches ak to (of ico ho-huddle spread. 


Mariota threw for 
3,665 yards and 31 
touchdowns with 715 yards 
rushing and nine touch- 
downs last season. 

Oregon led the Pac-12 
in scoring (45.5 points per MARCUS MARIOTA 
game), total offense (565 
yards per game) and rush- 
ing (273.5), and was fourth in passing (291.5). 

So, how can Mariota and the Ducks be better in 2014? 

With a strong surrounding cast for Mariota to work with, second-year 
offensive coordinator Scott Frost believes Oregon's “blur” offense can go even 
faster this time around. 

“You always want to evolve. | think it was a little tough for us to evolve last 
year because we had some guys in new positions, myself included,” Frost said. 
“So most of what we did last year was essentially the same as what we did the 
year before. ... | imagine there will be more wrinkles this year than were added 
last year.” 

Mariota was the Pac-12's most efficient passer in 2013, completing 63.5 
percent of his attempts with only four interceptions. 

“Marcus looks bigger and stronger than he did a year ago,” Frost said 
during spring practice. “He’s throwing the ball great and running the team really 
well.” 

The Ducks finished Mark Helfrich’s first season as head coach with an 
11-2 record. Mariota led the team to a dramatic victory over Oregon State to 
end the regular season and then dismantled Texas in the Alamo Bowl. 

Fans spoiled by four consecutive BCS bowl appearances under Chip Kelly 
were left to wonder what might have been had Mariota not suffered a partially 
torn MCL against UCLA, which limited his mobility during November losses at 
Stanford and Arizona. 

“| think the biggest takeaway from last season is we have a lot to learn,” 
Mariota said as he entered spring practices completely healthy and with seven 
pounds of added muscle to his 6-4, 218-pound frame. 

“Getting a little complacent in the middle of the season, just kind of battling 
through some things ... as a team, | think we've learned,” he added. “We're 
pretty young, | would say, and we've kind of learned and grown up a little bit.” 

All five starters, including All-American center Hroniss Grasu, return on the 
Offensive line to protect the star quarterback and block for running backs Byron 
Marshall (1,038 yards, 14 touchdowns) and Thomas Tyner (711 yards, nine 
touchdowns). 

The Ducks must replace Mariota’s top two receivers from last season, 
Josh Huff (graduated) and Bralon Addison (torn ACL), but there’s a lot of talent 
on the roster at the position. 

The top three tight ends from 2013 — Pharaoh Brown, Evan Baylis and 
Johnny Mundt — all return and figure to be a bigger part of the passing game. 

If the humble Mariota can stay healthy, Oregon will have an excellent 
chance to be selected for the inaugural College Football Playoff. 

“Our guys see the way he prepares; they see how important it is to him 
and how unselfish he is,” wide receivers coach Matt Lubick said. “He never 
wants any credit; he always gives it to everybody else, and they learn from 
that. 

“As a player, you want to please that guy. Our guys want to run through 
a wall for that guy because he’s such a good person.” 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


RUNNING BACKS 


ment bedroom that explain his decision to come back to Wisconsin 
for his junior season. 
There's a picture of LSU, the Badgers’ opponent in the opening game; 
a picture of the national championship trophy; and a picture of the logo for the 
College Football Playoff, which will debut this season. 


PR unning back Melvin Gordon has pictures tacked on a wall in his apart- 


TOP RUNNING BACKS 


NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


Todd Gurley Jr. Georgia 
Has the size, speed, skill to put an RB back in vogue in the NFL Draft. 


"Melvin Gordon Jr. ‘Wisconsin 
Only player in nation last year to have three runs of 70-plus yards. 


T.J. Yeldon Jr. Alabama _ 


Top dog in loaded backfield; enters season wi with 2,343 career yards. 


Mike Davis Jr. ‘South Carolina 
Had 1,535 total yards last season despite slowed late by injury. 


Ameer Abdullah - Nebraska 


Sr. 
His 1,690 rushing yards in 2013 fourth-best total in school history. 


Karlos Williams Sr. Florida State 
No more splitting carries, and he can handle the bigger workload. 


Jeremy Langford Michigan State 


Sr. 
Former CB was revelation at RB (1,422 yards, 18 we 28 receptions). 


‘Duke Johnson Jr. Miam 
Bigger, stronger after rushing for 920 yards in = ae in 2013. 


Shock Linwood So. Baylor 
Next in line in Bears’ plug-and- play offense; 128 for 881 yards last year. 


Jay Ajayi Jr. Boise State 
Rushed for 1,425 yards and 18 TDs; versatile weapon for new coach. 


Malcolm Brown Sr. Texas 
Ranking Brown is tricky; exactly nes much will he have to share carries? 


Byron Marshall Oregon 
Pac-12's leading returning rusher Gi 038 yards, plus 12 touchdowns). 


Alex Collins So. Arkansas 
1,000-yard rusher as true frosh returns to a stacked gop of RBs. 


Derrick Henry So. Alabam 
“Fabulous” in spring, Saban says. Tide’ 's RB rotation vil | be fascinating. 


Jamaal Williams Jr. BYU 
Takes best possible advantage of space created by QB Taysom Hill. 


Tevin Coleman Jr. Indiana 

Big back with speed; could blow past 1,500 yards this season. 

D.J. Foster Jr. Arizona State 

Will be as prolific in ASU's offense as his predecessor, Marion Grice. 
Javorius Allen Jr. USC 

Came on strong late last season; 4 TD runs of 43-plus in final six games. 
Thomas Tyner So. Oregon 

We like Byron Marshall just fine, but Tyner is UO’s young stud with | upside. = 
Travis Greene Jr. Bowling Green 

Went from one carry as sophomore to school- record 1,594 yards in "13. 
Desmond Roland Sr. ~ Oklahoma State 

A grinder who became Pokes’ feature back midway through last year. 


Jonathan Williams Jr. Arkansas 
900 yards last season as the co-carrier with Alex Collins in backfield. 


David Cobb ‘Sr. Minnesota 
Emerged at midseason last year to finish with 1,202 yards. 

Josh Ferguson Jr. Illinois 

Great catching passes (50 last year) and 779 rushing yards not bad. 


Leonard Fournette Fr. LSU 
Could be higher here; list definitely not complete without No. 1 recruit. 


*Not rated due to injury: Keith Marshall, Soon Benes Jonathan me, Texas (Achilles’), 


On the field, Wisconsin's 
Gordon usually gone in a flash 


“When | wake up, 
| look at it,” Gordon said. 
“Just keeps me hungry.” 

As a third-year 
sophomore, Gordon was 
eligible for the NFL draft 
following the 2013 sea- 
son, and he went through 
the process of getting a grade from the league’s advisory board. 

Gordon wound up announcing his decision to return in December, prior to 
finding out the round in which he was projected to be drafted. He later said it 
was a second-round grade. 

“With a good combine, maybe could have boosted that up,” he said. 

According to some analysts, the speedy Gordon likely would have been 
the first back drafted, although he insisted he had no second thoughts about 
returning. 

“Some guys thought | should have left,” he said of a group that included 
current teammates. “Some guys are like, ‘You know what Mel? You're here 
now, nothing you can do about it. Just show them you're the best coming out 
next year.” 

Achance to win a Heisman Trophy was supposed to be one of the rea- 
sons for Gordon’s return, but the actual reasons had to do with those pictures 
on the wall. During a Big Ten teleconference in April, he was not reluctant to 
bring up the possibility of winning a national championship. 

“| don't focus too much on individual goals,” said Gordon, who rushed for 
1,609 yards and 12 touchdowns last season. “I want to help take Wisconsin to 
greater heights. | want to get our team to the playoffs. That's my goal.” 

Some coaches might not be thrilled to have their star player going out on 
a limb like that, but UW coach Gary Andersen voiced no objections. 

“Some may deem those as a ‘wow’ statement,” Andersen said. “But to 
me, that is Melvin speaking his expectations. What's wrong with that? 

“People may look at that in different ways. | look at it as a competitive kid 
who has greatness on his mind.” 

Gordon is the NCAA's active career leader in yards per carry at 8.1. He 
needs 12 carries to be eligible to break the Big Ten career record of 7.27 set 
by Penn State’s Ki-Jana Carter from 1992 to 1994. The FBS record of 8.26 
was set by Army's Glenn Davis from 1943-46. 

Gordon has 10 runs of at least 40 yards in the past two seasons. 

Despite never being the featured back, Gordon has already rushed for 
2,328 yards on just 288 carries in his career. He has carried the ball more 
than 20 times in a game just twice. 

This season, he’s expected to share carries with sophomore Corey 
Clement, who averaged 8.2 yards per carry as the No. 3 back last season. 

Gordon (6-1, 207) was not tackled during spring practices, but spent 
the time trying to become a complete back after catching just one pass last 
season. He caught passes with receivers during winter drills to improve his 
hands. 

“To be honest, | want to improve everything,” Gordon said. 

“| feel like as a running back, there’s not just one thing you need to work 
on if you want to be great ... whether it’s blocking, catching, being sharp on 
routes, getting your pads low, | feel you have to work on everything.” 
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MELVIN GORDON 


— Tom Mulhern 
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ith All-Americans emerging the past three seasons, Baylor has 
earned a reputation as Wide Receiver U. 
There was Kendall Wright in 2011, Terrance Williams in 
2012 and now there’s Antwan Goodley. 
After two years in the shadows, Goodley exploded onto the scene last 


TOP WIDE RECEIVERS 


RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


Antwan Goodley Sr. Baylor 
Not tall, but strong and can motor down field for big plays. 


2. | Amari Cooper Jr. Alabama 
Last year’s so-so numbers fool nobody; he’s an unbelievable talent. 


Tyler Lockett Sr. Kansas State _ 


278 receiving yards vs. Oklahoma; three three-TD games last season. 


Rashad Greene Sr. Florida State 
With athleticism on the freaky side, already has 2,465 career rec. yards. 


- Jamison Crowder Sr. Duke 
Back for more with QB Anthony Boone after season of 108-1,360-8. 


Tyler Boy id So. Pittsburgh 
Here comes another great Pitt WR; 85 ‘catches for 1,174 yards last year. 


Jaelen Strong Jr. Arizona State 


Tall, playmaking JC transfer was oats what Devils needed in 2013. 


Nelson Agholor USC 
Deep threat is next great one at ust: ‘dynamic’ is what Sark called i him. ; 


Matt Miller Sr. Boise State 
Final 5 games of last year: 41 catches for 636 yards, 10 touchdowns. 


" Deontay Greenberry Jr. Hou 
Ex-five star recruit posted 82 catches for 1,202 ey ad 1 TDs i in ‘13. 
Kenny Bell Sr. Nebraska 
' _Only problem: His skill as a receiver outpaces the passing offense he’s in. 
_ 12. | Sammie Coates Jr. Auburn 
Always keeps the pressure on D; love his 21.5-yard average on 42 catches. _ 
Austin Hill Sr. Arizona 
Big playmaker would be in NFL right now if not for 2013 spring ACL tear. 
DeVante Parker Sr. Louisville 
Will crash through 1,000-yard season in Petrino’s pass-friendly offense. 
‘Laquon Treadwell So. Ole Miss 
Moving from slot to the outside to replace departed Donte Moncrief. 
16. | Justin Hardy Sr. East Carolina 
_With Shane Carden at QB, take a third Straight 1,000-yard season to bank. - 
17. | Titus Davis Sr. Central Michigan 
His career average of 18.9-yards per catch is tops among active players. 
Devante Davis Sr. UNLV 
Nice size and can't argue 2013's stats: 87 grabs for 1,290 yards, 14 TDs. 


Chris Conley Sr. Georgia 
When not making Star Wars tribute movies, watch hin make big catches. 


Kasen Williams Sr. Washington 
2013 cut short by broken leg. Just makes him more determined, right? 


“Suspended in spring: DaVaris Daniels, Notre Dame 


TOP TIGHT ENDS 


RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 
Devin Funchess Jr. Michigan 
Michigan also will use him often and Ses! as a wideout this year. 
2. | Nick O’Leary Florida State 
Keep him off motorcycles, and he’ fi 100k like an All-American again. 
3. | C.J. Uzomah Sr. Auburn 
Second-team AP All-SEC last season; caught game-winner vs. Miss. State. 
Braxton Deaver Sr. Duke 
His 116 yards in bowl vs. A&M gave him exactly 600 for the season. 


E.J. Bibbs Sr. lowa State 
New OC Mark Mangino will feed Bibbs (39 catches in 13) even more. 


RECEIVERS 


Good to Go: Senior Following in NFL 
Footsteps of Two Former Bears 


season as Bryce Petty’s 
chief target, catching 71 
passes for 1,339 yards 
and 13 touchdowns to 
earn All-America honors. 

No longer an un- 
known quantity, Goodley could put up even more prodigious numbers as 
a senior. 

“Antwan was kind of a question mark because Terrance Williams had 
been there the year before,” Baylor coach Art Briles said. “Now, he’s the guy. 
He's the featured guy. And we've got guys around him that certainly can take 
a lot of that heat off him.” 

Goodley, at 5-10, 225 pounds, is a wide receiver in a running back’s 
body. After he catches the ball, he’s tough to bring down by smaller defensive 
backs. He's also got the speed to blow by them on deep pass routes. 

It's a rare combination that Petty has exploited in Baylor's passing game. 

“Antwan’s a stud,” Petty said. “He runs a 4.3 (in the 40) and is 225 
pounds and a rock. He brings a completely new dynamic to that position 
because he’s fast. You look for that in a receiver, but if you add the physicality 
standpoint to it, he’s fun to watch.” 

For a player who developed into an All-America receiver, Goodley was 
largely overlooked out of Midland High School in West Texas. His numbers 
weren't spectacular, but Briles could see he was an explosive player with 
great potential. 

“It's surprising, but Antwan didn’t have a lot of offers,” Midland coach 
Craig Yenzer said. 

“In the (Dallas-Fort Worth) Metroplex or Houston, coaches can go see 10 
or 15 kids in a day. But if you come out here, you drive all day and see two or 
three. | don’t have any qualms about sending players to Art because he treats 
them so well.” 

When Goodley signed with Baylor in 2010, he knew he'd have to wait 
his turn behind a talented group of receivers. But he learned from watching 
Wright and Williams develop their skills and become NFL draft picks. Wright 
was a first-round pick by the Tennessee Titans in 2012, while Williams was 
a third-round pick by the Dallas Cowboys last year. 

“Kendall had a drive for the game and a love for it,” Goodley said. “It 
was exciting the way he played and the way he carried himself on the field. 
Terrance did whatever you asked him to do. He was a great listener, a great 
teammate and a great leader.” 

Goodley had just two catches in 2011 before making 17 catches for 171 
yards and two touchdowns in 2012. Most of Goodley's production came as 
a kick returner, with 43 returns for a 23.1-yard average in 2011-12. 

Waiting his turn was tough, but Goodley was ready to step into a starring 
role from the start of last season. Goodley made 14 catches for 370 yards 
and four touchdowns in Baylor's three non-conference games before opening 
Big 12 play with seven catches for 170 yards and a touchdown against West 
Virginia. 

Goodley continued to produce at a high rate throughout the season as 
he ranked fourth in the Big 12 with 5.5 catches per game, third with 103 yards 
per game and he produced a league-leading 13 touchdown catches. 

But Goodley believes he can be an even more complete receiver this 
season, and the senior wants to set an example for the young receivers. 

“| know a lot of those guys look up to me,” Goodley said. “I have to get 
better every day and hopefully those guys will feed off that. | want to be more 
efficient at the top of my routes and be more consistent with my hands.” 

— John Werner 


ANTWAN GOODLEY 
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PLAYER RATINGS 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 


Florida State's Erving stays 
in pursuit of greatness 


t's not that Cameron Erving wasn't good enough for the NFL, it's that he wants Jacobs Blocking Trophy, 
presented annually to the 
league's best lineman. 


Erving anchored the 


to be more than just “good enough.” 


As a fourth-year junior left tackle in 2013, Erving racked up eight All- 
America honors, was a first-team All-ACC selection and earned the league's 
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CAMERON ERVING 


TOP CENTERS 


RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


Reese Dismukes Sr. Auburn 
Four-year starter now leader of still-experienced, dominant O-line. 


" Hroniss Grasu Sr. Oregon 
Determined to be a more vocal force ona stout Oregon front. 


-B.J. Finney Sr. Kansas State _ 
Twice earned first-team All-Big 12 honors from the AP. 


| Isaac Se Oregon State 


Isaac Seumalo Jr. 
Will be fine in the fall after “missing spring because of a foot injury. 


Jack Allen Jr.‘ Michigan State 
Entering third season as a starter; was second-team All-Big Ten last year. 


' Brandon Vitabile Sr. Northwestern 
After 38 consecutive starts, has earned rep for mental, physical toughness. 


Ryan Kelly Jr. Alabama 
Filled the big shoes of Barrett Jones last season, and is a leader now. _ 


Max Tuerk Jr. USC 
Smart guy filled need by moving back to center this spring. 


TOP GUARDS 


CLASS COLLEGE 


Tre’ Jackson — Sr. - Florida State 
Had more votes on All- ACG team than OT mate Cameron Erving. 


Shaq Mason Sr. Georgia Tech 
Returning All-ACC player plays key role i in Tech’ s option attack. 


A.J. Cann South Carolina 


Sr. 
Still anchoring excellent line from his LG spot after 38 career starts. 


“Laken Tomlinson Sr. Duke 
Potential high draft status speaks to Duke's overall talent upgrade. 


Josue Matias Sr. Florida State 
Second-team All-ACC last season as the Noles’ roll on the O-line. 


Jake Smith Sr. Louisville 


; _AIl-AAC as a center last season, butis ticketed to play guard this year, 


Cody Whitehair Jr. Kansas State 
Works nicely with C B.J. Finney for tough interior combination. 


Malcolm Bunche Sr. UCLA 
Graduate transfer from Miami is shot of experience UCLA needs. _ 


TOP TACKLES 
CLASS COLLEGE 


CameronErving Sr. _—__— Florida State 
Such a comfort having nation’s best LT protecting nation’s best player. 


‘Cedric Ogbuehi Sr. Texas A&M 
From Luke Joeckel to Jake Matthews to another first-round A&M LT. 


Brandon Scherff Sr. lowa 
Ferentz: ‘Not a better OL in college football.’ We mostly agree. 


Spencer Drango Jr. Baylor 
Missed final three regular-season games (injury), still first-team All-Big 12. 


Andrus Peat Jr. Stanford 

Cardinal has only one returning OL aa but Peat's the one to have. 
La’el Collins LSU 

Headlines an experienced, always- Sua group for Les Miles to lean on. 


Eric Lefeld Sr. Cincinnati 
| Only player to be a unanimous first-team All-AAC pick last season. 


8. | Laremy Tunsil So. Ole Miss 


AP second-team All- SEC asa freshman offensive lineman? Impressive. 


left side of a Florida State 
line that kept the best col- 
lege quarterback in the country upright while paving the way for the best offensive 
season in school history and the 2013 national championship. 

After that championship season, the NFL draft advisory board projected 
Erving as a second-round prospect. Being picked in the second round would be 
good. But the 6-6, 302-pound Erving didn’t want to settle for good. 

So he’s back for another year, keeping Heisman Trophy winner Jameis 
Winston's jersey clean and attempting to become a repeat national champion. 

“They told me, at the end of the day, that | could be a great player in the NFL, 
but there were still things | could work on and perfect and make better,” Erving 
said. “I could make myself more money, make myself more valuable at the same 
time.” 

That Erving was even in position to say, “Thanks, but no thanks,” is a remark- 
able feat. 

He arrived at Florida State as a 290-pound defensive tackle from small town 
Moultrie, Ga., about an hour north of Tallahassee. 

After two years of relative anonymity, coaches approached Erving about 
a move to offensive tackle. He had never played offense, but his quick feet, 
surprising speed and strong frame were a revelation for the Seminoles. 

Erving suffered through a few growing pains as a redshirt sophomore but 
took a leap forward as a junior in 2013. 

He graded out 80 percent or higher three times (including a 98 percent 
grade at Boston College) and, with the national spotlight shining, held Clemson 
All-American defensive end Vic Beasley to just two tackles in FSU's 51-14 win 
over the Tigers. 

As Erving's list of accomplishments grew, so did the assumption that 2013 
would be his last as a college player. 

Left tackle is one of the NFL's most important and, therefore, most lucrative 
positions. A year earlier, Erving had seen his former teammate, right tackle 
Menelik Watson, sign a $4.8 million deal with the Oakland Raiders. 

“The decision was tough,” Erving said. “Because there were so many people 
pulling me different ways during the season, saying what | should do, what 
| shouldn't do, where I’m going to go.” 

So he sought counsel from those he trusted — his coaches Jimbo Fisher and 
Rick Trickett, and his roommate, All-American defensive back Lamarcus Joyner. 

Fisher and Trickett gave Erving a point-by-point analysis of his strengths and 
weaknesses. 

And Joyner offered the perspective of one who went through the same 
experience — Joyner passed on the NFL a year earlier and returned for his senior 
season. 

After some heavy contemplation, Erving’s decision became clear. 

“At the end of the day I’m not playing football for money,” he said. “I'm playing 
football because | love it ... To put myself in the best position, | felt like coming 
back was the best option.” 

Fisher, who doesn't shy from steering players toward the NFL under the right 
circumstances, said he believes Erving made the right call. He said Erving is 
much improved but has a lot left to learn. 

With another season at FSU, Fisher said Erving could further develop his 
skills while evolving from good enough for the NFL to truly great. 

“He has all the things,” Fisher said. “He’s just got to keep working on them.” 

—Tim Linafelt 
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Williams on a quest to be 
among USC greats 


s soon as new defensive coordinator Justin Wilcox arrived at USC, 


Where does Williams 


he was asked where he would play star defensive tackle Leonard 
Williams. 


Acouple months later after watching 2013 game film, Wilcox said, “He 
can play any position. He could line up wherever he wants and be fine.” 
Linebacker? Cornerback? Safety? Sure. He was only half joking. 


TOP DEFENSIVE ENDS 


RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


Vic Beasley Sr. Clemson 
Explosive and versatile, standing up or with a hand in the dirt. 


Shilique Calhoun Jr. Michigan State 
Nickname is as lyrical as it is seproerate Shilique the Freak. 


Randy Gregory Nebraska 

Ex-JC recruit led the » Big Ten with its 5 sacks last season. 

Dante Fowler Jr. Florida 

Elite speed off edge; will be more consistent -_ nerve improvements. 
Cedric Reed Sr. 

Another great Texas DE: Had 19 = 10 Ay “ive f forced fumbles in ‘13. 


Charles Tapper Oklahoma 
All-Big 12 as a sophomore and just chen) tapping his potential. 


“Ryan Mueller Kansas State 


Sr. 
Former walk-on was the 2013 Big 12 Defensive Lineman of the Year. 


A’Shawn Robinson So. Alabama 

_At 320 pounds, he can play wherever he wants on DL. Mercy. 

Mario Edwards Jr. Jr. Florida State 
Physically imposing, can play inside and out; focus of a shut-down D. 
Joey Bosa So. Ohio State 

Urban Meyer says he never had an impactful true frosh DL like Bosa. 
Hau’oli Kikaha Sr. Washington 

His three sacks in bowl vs. BYU gave him 13 for the season. 

Henry Anderson Sr. Stanford 

Slowed by injury in 2013; had 16 tackles for loss in 2012. 


Ohio State 


Noah Spence Jr. 
“Viper” rush end to create havoc after two-game suspension to start ‘14. 


Devonte Fields So. TCU 
Foot healed? This guy was Big 12 Defensive POY as a freshman. 


TOP DEFENSIVE TACKLES 


RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


Leonard Williams Jr. USC 
Scary to think he was so dominant while not healthy last year. 


Michael Bennett Sr. Ohio State 
Elder statesman of super Ohio State DL; leader on and off the field. 


Carl Davis Sr. low: 
Centerpiece of unit that allowed only eight rushing 3 1Ds i in 2013. 
Chucky Hunter Sr. TCU 
Big clogger who tends to play his ne against the best. 
. | Malcom Brown Texas 

‘ His good work in the middle (12 Tis help Horns turn loose its ends. 
Chris Jones So. Mississippi State 
Former huge recruit (No. 2 in 2013 class) already living up to billing. 


Danny Shelton Sr. Washington 
Came up with 59 stops last year despite a bum (now healed) shoulder. 


Luther Maddy Sr. Virginia Tech 
Finished last season with 13.5 tackles for loss, says he wants 20 in ‘14. 


Robert Nkemdiche So. Ole Miss 
Hot-blooded sophomore looked unblockable + — this spring. 


Christian Covington Jr. 
| First-team All-Conference USA player had 11.5 THs, four sacks last year. 
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expect to fit into the de- 
fense, which features four 
linemen, but is described 
as a 4-3, 3-4 hybrid? 

“If | had to, | could 
play every spot,” Williams 
said. “I've lined up over 
the tight end and covered running backs, too.” 

Opposing coaches and quarterbacks will quickly want to find Williams 
wherever he is on the field, because no other Trojan disrupts an offense like 
the 6-5, 298-pound All-American. 

Williams finished second on the team last year with 74 tackles, despite 
playing with a torn labrum in his shoulder, which he said limited him to about 
“65 percent.” Nevertheless, Williams nearly became the first defensive lineman 
to lead the Trojans in tackles since 1975. He also had six sacks among his 
13.5 tackles for loss. 

Those stats and the news that he’s at 100 percent after offseason shoul- 
der surgery have raised expectations sky high for 2014, including projections 
of a very high first-round NFL draft pick. 

So how much better will he be this year? 

“| can't really say, but | expect to be a lot better,” Williams said. 

“| haven't really talked about turning pro; it’s a thought in the back of my 
head,” he said. “I guess it depends on how the season goes.” 

Few at USC have promoted Williams better than athletic director Pat 
Haden, who proclaimed Williams as one of the five best USC players he’s 
seen in 40 years, which is high praise considering Haden was USC's quar- 
terback 40 years ago, playing in three Rose Bowls and winning two national 
championships. 

“| heard about that,” Williams said of Haden’s comment. “! don’t know if I'm 
the best. It just made me want to play even harder.” 

Former USC coach Ed Orgeron said Williams’ star power was apparent as 
soon as he arrived on campus. 

“You could tell the first week he arrived he was ready to go,” Orgeron said. 
“He looked like an NFL-ready player and he was just out of high school. He is 
going to be a first-round pick.” 

Williams developed a close bond with Orgeron but probably wonders 
some days if he can set a career record for defensive line coaches. In the past 
year, USC has had Orgeron, Pete Jenkins, Ross Cumming, Bo Davis and 
Chris Wilson hold the title of defensive line coach. 

“| didn’t really want to see any new coaches, but | came to the conclusion 
that it's part of football, so | had to deal with it,” Williams said. “But I'm on good 
terms with Coach Wilson, so I’m listening to everything he tells me to do. | 
want to be a leader this season and we've talked about that, too.” 

Williams and his teammates better listen well because they are learning 
their third defense in three seasons. Early indications are positive after the de- 
fense prevented USC’s offense from scoring a touchdown in the spring game. 

“In the beginning, some people weren't catching on to the new defense, 
but in the (spring) game everyone knew their assignments,” Williams said. 


— Scott Wolf 
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LINEBACKERS 


Explosive Perryman looks to 
de-cleat the ACC in 2014 


enzel Perryman wore a helmet cam for the University of Miami's 
final spring scrimmage in April, providing a unique look at how 
a major-college linebacker sees a play. 
The herky-jerky video that whirls to various angles during Perryman’s 
many collisions shows the speed, power and, yes, violence of the game. 
The Hurricanes definitely picked the right guy to wear the camera. 


Perryman had a lot 
of collisions last season. 
He earned All-ACC 
honors for his 108 tackles, 
including five for loss 
and 1.5 sacks. But it was 
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TOP OUTSIDE LINEBACKERS 


NAME CLASS COLLEGE 
Myles Jack So. UCLA 
His 75 stops were second-most ever by a UCLA true freshman. 


Eric Striker Jr. Oklahoma 
Lots more where this came from: Three sacks vs. Alabama in Sugar Bowl. 


Leonard Floyd So. Georgia 
Biggest pro potential of an all-star group of Georgia linebackers. 


Kyler Fackrell Jr. Utah State 
Big, fast, atheltic. Had a 99-yard INT return for a TD last season. 


Tyler Matakevich Jr. Temple 
Has 238 stops in first two seasons; led nation in sole tackles in 2013. 


Serderius Bryant Sr. Ole Miss 
Made 78 tackles, 12.5 for loss, and was second-team All-SEC in 2013. _ 


Jaylon Smith So. Notre Dame 
Irish will build more-aggressive defense around athletic sophomore. 


Lorenzo Mauldin Sr. Louisville 
Played DE last season with 9.5 sacks; now at hybrid rush-end spot. 


Shaq Thompson Jr. Washington 
Super athlete who might pull a “Myles Jack" and play postr ways. 


Jordan Jenkins Jr. Georg 
Came up with 12 tackles for loss last year as pooksrd to Leonard Floyd. 


TOP INSIDE LINEBACKERS 


NAME CLASS _ COLLEGE 


“Denzel Perryman Sr. Miami 
Bigger, stronger and can do it all in new role in middle of the field. 


A.J. Johnson Sr. Tennessee 
First-team All-SEC player enters 2014 season with 324 career tackles. 


Ramik Wilson Sr. Georgia 
Coming off season with 133 at 11 of them for loss. 


Trey DePriest Alabama 
Stepping into C.J, Mosley's role as Sata of bear-strong Tide defense. 


Bryce Hager Sr. Baylor 
Will resume All-Big 12 form after returning from mon injury this fall. 


" Benardrick McKinney Jr. Mississippi State 
Former two-star recruit is now manly in the middle for tough MSU D._ 


Jake Ryan Sr. Michigan 
Healthy again and moved to the middle to better direct Michigan D. 


A.J. Tarpley Sr. 
Sure tackler (216 in past three seasons) and outstanding in coverage. 


Terrance Plummer Sr. UCF 
All-conference leader of experienced defense that will be UCF strength. 


Hayes Pullard Sr. usc 

Fourth-year starter has led Trojans in tackles in two of his seasons. 

Ben Heeney Sr. Kan nsas 

Has 23.5 TFLs past two seasons; pair of second-team All-Big 12 selection. 
Stephone Anthony Jr. Clemson 

Has been a big-time lenske for Tigers, including 24 career TFLs. 


Eric Kendricks Sr. UCLA 
Cleans up everything at the second level, with 254 tackles past two years. 


Mike Hull Sr. PennState 
We see big season as Hull moves to Penn State glamour spot at MLB. 
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DENZEL PERRYMAN 


a practice-field collision 
against his own teammate 
that put his name on the 
lips of college football fans everywhere after video of him de-cleating 
running back Gus Edwards during the spring game went viral. 

“Wow,” Hurricanes’ announcer Joe Zagacki said. “He'll feel that in the 
molars.” 

Perryman, trying to catch his breath after the scrimmage, got excited as 
he talked about that wallop. 

“The Gus-bus,” he said with a smile. “We were actually in a pass 
defense. | dropped back and noticed it was a run and everything cleared up 
for me.” 

Fans will have no trouble finding the helmet-cam video and the big hit 
on YouTube. Opposing ball carriers will have a hard time avoiding the 6-2, 
242-pound senior this season. The plan is for Perryman to move from an 
outside spot to middle linebacker. 

Perryman — after looking at film and talking with linebackers coach 
Mike Barrow, defensive coordinator Mark D'Onofrio and coach Al Golden — 
said he has to improve on dropping into coverage and taking on offensive 
linemen. 

He said a move inside doesn't matter because he has played there 
before. 

“We had him there a little bit last year in our third-down defense,” 
D'Onofrio said. “As guys get older, | try to make sure that they have two 
positions. Those are the guys that can be flexible for us. 

“We're trying to work out combinations and see who has to go where.” 

When giving a self-evaluation, Perryman said: “Last year, | had an OK 
season. At the same time, there were some little things | need to work on.” 

The helmet cam shows speed is not something he needs to improve. 
While it appears he’s taking just a few steps, he's actually gone from the 
middle of the field to the sidelines. His size and speed gives him the explo- 
siveness that projects nicely for the next level, although he has to clean up 
some mistakes if he wants to keep climbing up the NFL draft board. 

Perryman, who became a father last November, had designs on turning 
pro after last season but decided to return after the NFL draft advisory com- 
mittee reportedly gave him a third-round grade. 

Miami coaches are thrilled to have him back, and for more than his 
tackling. D'Onofrio said Perryman is a mentor to other players. When true 
freshman linebackers Juwon Young and Darrion Owens enrolled early, 
Perryman and some other older players helped them learn the playbook. 
Now, the young guys are on the depth chart. 

“| have been here for four years now, so | am taking all the young 
guys under my wing,” Perryman said. “I remember. how (former Hurricane 
linebacker) Sean Spence did that for me when | was a young guy. Now it is 
my time to make sure the young guys know how to do things.” 


— Craig Handel 
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DEFENSIVE BACKS 


has the look of a leader 


the Florida secondary. 

He picked off a pass in his first college game against Toledo, ran over 
to the sidelines and yelled, “| told you so!” at defensive backs coach Travaris 
Robinson. 

Robinson had spent all week telling Hargreaves he'd get beat, that he 


i t took all of one game for Vernon Hargreaves III to announce his arrival in 


TOP CORNERBACKS 


} RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 
{fo Ekpre-Olomu Sr. Oregon 
Made a surprise return to college after prec as first-rounder. 


. | Vernon Hargreaves itl So. 
_Nation's No. 1 high She CB in 28 mone ip ape et fo, 


“ Lorenzo Doss Tulane 
Walter Camp second-team All: sahara in ‘13; 12 career INTs. 


Kendall Fuller So. Virginia Tech 
Picked six on his way to being ACC Defensive Freshman < of the Year. 


Quandre Diggs Sr. Tex 
Another in UT's DB conveyer belt * the NFL; has. we career PBUs. 


Blake Countess Michigan 
Retumed from ACL injury to earn fiat: team All-Big Ten honors. 


. | P.J. Williams Jr. Florida State 
Defensive MVP of BCS title game, a is he best comer on his team? 


Jalen Rams: “Florid: da State 
First true frosh start ef comentor P40 singel gy remned Doon in ’85. 


Marcus Peters Jr. Washington 
Earned second-team All-Pac-12 recor: for five-interception season. 


Deshazor Everett 


Has a flair for the dramatic and cry a ahnecucay: . 


KeiVarae Russell Notre Dame 
| Third-year starter has skills to ved as ND moves to more eee -to-man. 


12. | Jordan Lucas 
_ Busy guy last season with 55 fichions 13 PBUs, PoINTS 2 fo 2 ‘road fumbles. 


TOP SAFETIES 


) RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


« | Cody Prewitt Sr. Ole Miss 
Trying to go back-to-back as a fi = team All- a 


Landon Collins 


Derron Sm ith Fresno State 

NCAA active leader with 14 career wi Ts, and a dangerous blitzer, too. 
"Anthony Harris Virginia 

Led nation with 8 picks, most for Cie since Ronde Barber had 8 in ‘94. 


Kurtis Drummond Sr. Michigan State 
A ola fi spring followed a etl in bill ba was All-Big Ten. 


Y im Carte! 

| Cassis TCU: Takes HS QB, turns at into one of ein'eton defenders. 
Jeremy Cash Jr. Duke 

Ohio State transfer made 121 eae) four ae in ee debut. 

-Su’a Cravens" 

One of Lane Kiffin's parting gifts — Soriner 5-star OB, frosh All-American. 

Jordan Richards Sr. Stanford 
One of the top Players past two years for stout Stanford defense. 
Ibraheim Campbell "SS ‘Northwestern 
Worry-free rock in NU's secondary for 4 years now; 262 career tackles. 
Kyshoen Jarrett Sr. Virginia Tech 

As the rover, he’s the “tackler” in a stacked Virginia Tech secondary. 


Clayton Geathers Sr. UCF 
| At least 100 tackles | in each of past two seasons on tough Knight’s D. 


Quick study: Florida’s Hargreaves 


wasn't ready to play at the 
college level. Hargreaves 
took it as a challenge. 

The cornerback 
picked off passes in three 
of his first four games. He 
broke up 11 passes during the year, tying Janoris Jenkins’ school record for 
the most by a true freshman. 

Aside from that early vocal outburst, though, Hargreaves was a quiet 
contributor for Florida in the secondary. He didn’t talk much. He just locked 
down his side of the field en route to earning All-America honors, content to 
be just another one of the guys in a loaded Florida defensive backfield. 

That's all changing as he heads into his second season with the Gators. 

“| feel Vernon is very different,” defensive lineman Dante Fowler said. 
“Vernon came in here and wanted to be a leader and he’s being vocal. He's 
matured a lot.” 

On a Florida defense replacing almost its entire secondary, Hargreaves is 
stepping into a new role. He’s the captain of the entire unit in just his second 
year. 

Gone is senior Jaylen Watkins as a steadying presence at safety. He 
graduated and headed to the next level. Gone are star cornerbacks Marcus 
Roberson and Loucheiz Purifoy. They moved on to the NFL a year early. Gone 
is starting safety Cody Riggs. He transferred to Notre Dame in the offseason. 

Left are Hargreaves and a whole bunch of young, inexperienced players. 

They gravitate to him, trying to figure out his secret to such instant suc- 
cess, They treat him just like Hargreaves treated the veterans in the Florida 
secondary a year ago. 

“That's kind of the role I’m trying to figure out right now,” Hargreaves said. 

“Last year was kind of easy for me to kind of ask them what to do or what 
to expect or what's going down. Now they're asking me. I'm still learning how 
to kind of take that older brother role but, | don’t know, it's a process.” 

A studious player, Hargreaves has never had trouble watching and learn- 
ing from others. His father, Vernon Hargreaves, coached linebackers at Miami 
in the Hurricanes’ heyday in the late 1990s and early 2000s, when they were 
a national power. 

Hargreaves grew up watching guys who went on to become NFL Pro 
Bowl players. 

“| was around all those great players like Ed Reed, Sean Taylor,” he said. 
“| was around all them. | remember how hard they used to work and compete. 
| took that from them.” 

His work in the film room and attention to detail on the practice field made 
him a star in the secondary in 2013. Now all he has to do is figure out how 
to show a handful of younger players looking up to him to do the same thing. 
Truth be told, Hargreaves already has half the battle figured out. 

He's always been a leader by example. Teammates and coaches rave 
about his work ethic and ability to pick things up almost instantly. There's little 
reason to think his step into a major leadership role for the Gators will go any 
differently. 

“Vernon embraces it and does a great job bringing those guys along,” 
defensive coordinator D.J. Durkin said. “He’s approachable and helps those 
guys. He’s great for our defense, and we're lucky to have him.” 

— Thomas Goldkamp 


Photo by Steve Beyer 


VERNON HARGREAVES III 
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Note to Big 
K-State’s Lockett 


MS anoted workaholic, Kansas State coach Bill Snyder often appreci- 

f\ ates looking out his office window long after practice has ended and 
A seeing star player Tyler Lockett alone on the field. 

“A half hour after everybody else is off the field, Tyler Lockett is out there 


CLASS COLLEGE 


Roberto Aguayo So. Florida State 
Set national record for points (157), hit 21 of 22 FGs, long of 53. 


| Jeremiah Detmer ; Sr. Toledo 
Missed once in past 37 FG tries, with long of 52; great on kickoffs, too. 


| Michael Hunnicutt = Oklahoma 


‘Sr. 
Breathe easy, Stoops: Hunnicutt is 62 of 72 in career (86.1 percent). 


Marvin Kloss Sr. USF 
Few cheapies: Groza finalist was 11 of 16 from 40-plus yards last year. 


Marshall Morgan Jr. Georgia 

Hit 17 fields goals in a row, finished 22 of 24 with a long of 56. 
Jake Elliott: So. Memphis 
Missed just two of 18 FGs, making all three from 50-plus yards. 


| Jared Roberts. Sr. Colorado State 


All-MWC kicker holds school reco for seourety seme 88.2 percent). 


Brad Craddock ryland 
Aussie import connected on 21 of Pa FGs, inolidng 3 50- -yarder. 


TOP PUNTERS 


NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


Drew Kaser Jr. Texas A&M 
Led SEC in punting last season with a 47. 4-yard average. 


Cameron Johnston  —_—sSSo.. Ohio State 


_ Aussie celeb-in-the-making with a big —1 make that giant — leg. 
Mike Sadler Sr. Michigan State 
Control freak adept at dropping inside 20; two-time fi gat All-Big Ten. 
Spencer Roth Sr. Baylor 
Wait, Baylor punts? Not as much as most, but Roth makes it count (45.8). 
Justin Manton Sr. Louisiana-Monroe 
_Let ‘er rip: 28 of 80 punts went for 50-plus yards last season. 
Austin Rehkow So. Idaho 
He's your reigning NCAA punting champ: 47.8-yard average. 
Will Monday Jr. Duke 
_Monday (eecond- -team All-ACC) and PK Ross Martin formidable Duke duo. 


Tom Hackett Jr. Utah 
Returning All-Pac-10 punter after pest Byeregse gs as: 4 Yerdess 


oe ~ COLLEGE 


| Tyler Lockett Sr. Kansas State _ 
We thought long and hard about making him our No. 1 WR, too. 


| Ty Montgomery Stanford 


Sr. 
So needed as a go-to WR for Stanford, and All-American as kick returner. 
Ryan Switzer So. North Carolina 
Insane number of punt return TDs — five  (!) — and 32 catches, too. 


Christion Jones Sr. Alabama 
Four career return TDs (two kick, two punt), growing role as WR. 


Dontre Wilson So. Ohio State 


As H-back hybrid for Urban Meyer, ae yes, he's ‘The Next Percy Harvin.' 


Venric Mark Northwestern 
All-American punt retumer, 1,366- jar rusher in 2012 before ‘13 injury. 


Stefon Diggs Jr. Maryland 
_ If he's truly ‘more explosive’ after 2013 leg injury, riers out, Big Ten. 


Stacy Coley So. Miami 
Scored via punt return, kick return, reception, rush. All-purpose, indeed, 


12: Dont kick to 


catching balls off the JUGS 
machine,” Snyder said. 

Even during the week 
before a bowl game with 
all its extra demands and 
trappings? 

Sure enough. 

After the first practice for the Buffalo Wild Wings Bowl last year, Lockett 
sought out Snyder to ask for more time. 

“The time schedule is mind-boggling because you're going from one thing 
to the next, you don't have time to do very much,” Snyder said. “After the first 
day, Tyler came up to me and said, ‘Coach, | want to stay after practice. How 
can we work this out?’ So we worked it out. That's the nature of Tyler Lockett.” 

And it’s a big reason why he is one of the most dangerous players in col- 
lege football. 

Lockett enters his senior season with 1,834 kickoff return yards and 2,195 
receiving yards. He has averaged 31.1 yards per kickoff return in his three 
seasons, including four touchdowns. 

Against Texas last season, Lockett had 334 all-purpose yards. Six games 
later, against eventual Sugar Bowl champion Oklahoma, Lockett had a school- 
record 440 all-purpose yards, fifth most in FBS history. 

That included 278 receiving yards and three touchdowns. 

Just when everyone thought they had seen the best of Lockett, he upped 
the bar. 

“God motivates me to keep going,” Lockett said. “Everybody feels at times 
like giving up, quitting. You have to look at what got you here, what motivates 
you to keep going.” 

Lockett entered Kansas State with expectations attached to his last name. 

His father, Kevin, played at K-State in the mid-1990s and is the school’s 
career leader in receptions, receiving yards and touchdowns — all marks Tyler 
is on pace to break this season. 

Tyler's uncle and Kevin's younger brother, Aaron, was a standout receiver, 
but is remembered most as a jitterbug return specialist who is second in career 
punt-return yardage at Kansas State. 

So few were shocked when Tyler dazzled as a kick returner in his fresh- 
man season. In his second game as the returner, he had a 100-yard return 
against Texas Tech. Later in the season, he had 193 kick-return yards against 
Oklahoma State, a game in which he lacerated his kidney, a season-ending 
injury. 

As a sophomore, Lockett was spectacular in the return game again, 
topping 100 kickoff return yards in three games and averaging 32.8 yards per 
return, earning second-team All-Big 12 as an all-purpose player. 

But while he was an established returner and solid wide receiver in 2012 
— catching 44 passes for 687 yards — there were still doubts as to whether 
Tyler could also be a star receiver. 

He ended those in 2013. 

At most any other school, Lockett would have the record for career all- 
purpose yards in sight; he already has 4,290. But the K-State mark is 6,812, 
held by Darren Sproles, who also set the NFL record for all-purpose yards in 
2011. 

It would take a monster year receiving and returning just to get close to 
Sproles, but monster years don’t come hanging around in the locker room. 
They're made after practice, all alone, fielding balls out of the machine. 


— Jeffrey Parson 


Photo by Dennis Hubbard 


TYLER LOCKETT 
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"BACKFIELD 


A refresher on how this works: A team has to be 
stacked at quarterback AND running back to even get 
on the watch list to make the cut, For example, that 
eliminates Alabama, which has an excess of great 
runners but loads of uncertainty at quarterback. Why 
do we do it this way? We think it’s a lot more interest- 
ing than just ranking the best units at quarterback and 
Tunning back, which often would simply mirror our 
player rankings. 


We'll give the Ducks the nod here over Florida 
State because we consider Marcus Mariota at least 
the very near equal of Jameis Winston, and the Ducks 
have two proven options at running back — Byron 
Marshall and Thomas Tyner — as opposed to the 
Seminoles’ one. Mariota, with the run-pass skills to 
adapt to various styles of offense, should be the top 
quarterback prospect in this draft class if Winston 
stays in school. Marshall went past 1,000 yards last 
season and Tyner built on his high school legend with 
711 yards as a true freshman. Each averaged 6.2 
yards per carry. 


You're reading this magazine, so you know all 
about Jameis Winston. The thing to note here is senior 
running back Karlos Williams, who moved from safety 
last season to do his part in supercharging the offense 
with 730 rushing yards and 11 touchdowns, averaging 
8.0 yards per carry. His running back mates Devonta 
Freeman and James Wilder Jr. are off to the pros, 
giving him a chance to be a workhorse. 


The Bears have had a national top-five scoring 
offense in each of the past three seasons, owing in 
part to All-American receivers (keep on reading for 
more about that) and rotating talent in the backfield. 
Quarterback Bryce Petty now will be a two-year fixture 
after throwing for 4,200 yards last season, while 
sophomores Shock Linwood and Devin Chafin are the 
latest, greatest, at running back. Linwood ran for 881 
yards last season behind departed Lache Seastrunk. 


ST A TE 
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Ayear ago, the Spartans didn’t know if they had 
anyone who could play quarterback effectively, and 
now they have seasoned, confident Connor Cook, 
who has a win over Ohio State in one pocket and a 
triumph against Stanford in the other. Senior running 
back Jeremy Langford is coming off a season in which 
he ran for 1,422 yards and 18 touchdowns. 
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If the spring reports are to believed, quarterback 
Nick Marshall has sharpened his technique and his 
passing skills, which means, is there anything he can't 


UNIT RANKINGS 


Byron Marshall 
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do? Tre Mason helped with much of the heavy lifting, 
and long-distance running, last season, and it will take 
a (very good) committee to replace him. That's what 
the Tigers have, with Cameron Artis-Payne, Corey 
Grant, Peyton Barber and five-star signee Racean 
“Roc” Thomas. 


6. USC 

The Trojans should live on this list, but haven't 
lately. That is changing. Cody Kessler's emergence at 
quarterback last season set the offense back on the 
right path, and there are plenty of tailbacks who can 
carry USC across the goal line. Javorius Allen (785 
yards, 14 touchdowns) and Tre Madden (703 yards) 


are the two best, and there will be more attempts for 
everyone as the Trojans turn up the tempo. 


7. BYU 


It's been fun to watch Taysom Hill run — he's the 
nation’s leading returning rusher at quarterback with 
1,344 yards — but it will be fascinating to see him 
throw. A scheduled stop this summer at the prestigious 
Manning Passing Academy might cure his erratic 
flings; if not, nothing wrong with working the zone read 
with running back Jamaal Williams (1,233 yards). 


PENI 
8. PENN § 


ST, 


€ TATE 

Sophomore qarinank Christian Hackenberg 
is already well beyond his years in development, and 
senior running backs Zach Zwinak and Bill Belton 
just have to do what they do, which last season was 
combine to rush for 1,792 yards. 


9. ARIZON 


IA STATE 


Quarterback Taylor Kelly has been called under- 
rated so much it's probably no longer true. He doesn't 
dazzle — unless he's showing off any bling from 
winning the Pac-12 South — he just gets yards, points 
and victories. Junior running back D.J. Foster, the 
gem of Todd Graham's first recruiting class, takes over 
as the feature back from departed Marion Grice. 


10. BOWLING GREEN 


The Falcons will have to win at Wisconsin in 
September to become a major story this season, but 
they're sure to be prolific through the MAC behind 
QB Matt Johnson (3,467 yards in 2013) and RB Travis 
Greene (1,594). 


"RECEIVERS 


1 BA YL 


The Bears have developed the sort of turnstile 
depth at this position that is truly rare in college 
football, so the loss of Tevin Reese — who was one of 
the fastest players in the country — won't really slow 
them down. Is anyone in America better than Antwan 
Goodley? A true No. 1 wideout, Goodley is comple- 
mented well by Levi Norwood, Clay Fuller and others. 
Star quarterback Bryce Petty's passing numbers will 
be through the roof. 
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Senior Austin Hill, a Biletnikoff Award semifinalist 
and big-play specialist in 2012, will be ready to turn 
it loose again this fall after sitting out last season 
because of an ACL tear. He headlines a new-look 
group of wideouts that includes a pair of major trans- 
fers — Notre Dame's DaVonte' Neal (a quick-in-space 
slot receiver) and Texas’ Cayleb Jones (a go-get-it 6-5 
wideout). They join, among others, mighty-mite sopho- 
mores Nate Phillips and Samajie Grant (a combined 
98 catches last season) and Trey Griffey — The Kid's 
kid — who came on late last season. 


Si G a 1EORGIA TAN 


Assume the best. Let's say Malcolm Mitchell and 
Justin Scott-Wesley will be fine coming off 2013 ACL 
injuries, rejoining seniors Michael Bennett and Chris 
Conley to give quarterback Hutson Mason an enviable 
array of targets. The oft-injured Mitchell is probably 
the best of the bunch, but for whatever success he 
has, he'll be cautious enough this time around while 
celebrating a touchdown, which is how he got hurt in 
last season's opener. 


a HIO STL 
vs OHI VU OIF 


The Buckeyes bring incredible speed and 
big-play potential to the table with Devin Smith, who 
seems on the verge of 1,000-plus yards and double- 
digit touchdowns, and Dontre Wilson, who continues 
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to draw comparisons to Percy Harvin. If Wilson even 
comes close to doing what Harvin did at Florida, this 
offense roars. And don't discount the possibility that 
tight end Jeff Heuerman will assert himself as one of 
the Big Ten’s best red-zone targets. He’s huge, with 
soft hands, and should blow away his decent 2013 
numbers. 


5. ALABAMA 


The Tide’s new quarterback has to squeeze an 
All-American season out of junior Amari Cooper before 
he heads off to the NFL. His numbers were so-so last 
season as he worked through some nagging injuries, 
but two long touchdowns late in the season vs. Auburn 
and Oklahoma show what he’s all about. Christion 
Jones, Chris Black (time for him to emerge) are others 
in a deep cast, and a rival assistant coach told Lindy’s 
that tight end O.J. Howard is “Ozzie Newsome-like.” 
Nice. 


6. KANSAS STATE 


If you needed one guy in all of college football 
to make one big play with the football, Tyler Lockett 
would have to be your Plan A. If he played in one of 
the glamour programs, he'd factor prominently into 
every preseason Heisman Trophy list. The Wildcats 
also have fellow senior Curry Sexton, who was their 
second-leading receiver in 2013. K-State has incred- 
ible size, though not a lot of production, at tight end. 


7. MARYLAND 


If electrifying Stefon Diggs and Deon Long can 
stay healthy after each broke a leg last season — 
cruelly enough, in the same game — then quarterback 
C.J. Brown and the Terps will make some noise in 
their first year in the Big Ten. Fellow wideout Levern 
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Jacobs, who led the team in receiving last year, also 
returns. 


8. AUBURN 


The Tigers weren't known for their passing last 
season, but they had nine receptions of 50-plus yards, 
showing how they always present a clear and present 
danger. Sammie Coates is the down-field commander 
of a deep, capable unit that also features tight end 
C.J. Uzomah and junior college transfer wideout 
D'haquille Williams, pegged as an instant star. 


9. NORTHWESTERN 


Quarterback Trevor Siemian has a trio of excel- 
lent targets in wideouts Christian Jones and Tony 
Jones and superback Dan Vitale. This could end up 
being the most consistently productive pass-catching 
group in the Big Ten. 


10. UCLA 


The Devins — Fuller and Lucien — should lead 
a growing collection of athletic targets for quarterback 
Brett Hundley. No sure-fire superstar here, but it’s a 
position where coach Jim Mora’s recruiting is going to 
begin to show up (hello, Mossi Johnson). 


OFFENSIVE LINE 


1. FLORIDA STATE 


With five seniors on the first-string, including 
four returning starters and two Lindy’s preseason 
All-Americans, these guys can even make a Florida 
State relief pitcher look good at quarterback. They 
have combined for 113 career starts, including five 
from new first-string center Austin Barron. Left tackle 
Cameron Erving and right guard Tre’ Jackson (espe- 
cially Erving) are first-round material, and left guard 
Josue Matias starts the year among the top 100 draft 
prospects. 


2. AUBURN 


Scheme and skill had much to do for why the 
Tigers ran for 328.3 yards per game last season, but 
you can't discount the contribution of the offensive 
line. All-American left tackle Greg Robinson will be 
missed, although perhaps not as much as originally 
thought because Shon Coleman was a spring revela- 
tion at that spot. Center Reese Dismukes leads the 
four returning starters. 


3. SOUTH CAROLINA 


The Gamecocks lose only their starting right 
guard and return a huge — and hugely talented — 
left side of the line in tackle Corey Robinson and 
guard A.J. Cann. Throw in third-year starting right 
tackle Brandon Shell, and coach Steve Spurrier has 
one of the best offensive fronts of his career. More 
importantly, that line and workhorse running back 
Mike Davis make a nice pairing. 


4. LSU 


The Tigers have an NFL prime cut in left tackle 
La’el Collins and an otherwise full house with four 
returning starters that have won their share of SEC 
wars. LSU lost guard Trai Turner early to the NFL 
Draft, which is not insignificant, although Les Miles had 
a gallery full of willing and able replacements in the 
spring, headed by senior Evan Washington. 


5. TEXAS A&M 


The star power continues, with Cedric Ogbuehi 
moving from right tackle to left tackle, where Jake 
Matthews and Luke Joeckel have left some mighty big 
imprints in recent seasons. There's still a Matthews 
among the four returning starters; that would be Jake’s 
brother Mike, a nicely developing junior center. Plenty 
of depth here, too. 


6. OKLAHOMA 


The Sooners have a strong, experienced set of 
tackles in seniors Daryl Williams and Tyrus Thompson. 
Fellow seniors Adam Shead and Dionte Savage are 
proven players, too, yet Savage, a mountainous guard, 
still might raise his performance level significantly. OU 
has had bigger-name lines before, but this one could 
be special. 


7. MICHIGAN STATE ___ 


The Big Ten’s best twosome: Jack Allen, coming 
off a breakthrough sophomore season at center, and 
young tackle Jack Conklin, who could wind up as the 
league's No. 1 lineman before his career is over. Fun- 
loving senior guard Travis Jackson won't let anybody 
down. 


8. OREGON 


The Ducks have long relied on their athleti- 
cism and agility up front, but the coaches spent this 
offseason pushing their offensive linemen back for 
thirds in the buffet line. Heavier and stronger is the 
goal, and it should pay off for a line that returns intact 
from how it ended last season. Center Hroniss Grasu 
is the linchpin. 


9. BAYLOR 


Spencer Drango will be QB Bryce Petty's best 
friend, protecting his blind side and thereby allowing 
the Bears’ incredibly diverse passing game to succeed 
at every level of opposing defenses. Yeah, it's a big 
job, and Drango is one of the best in the country. 
Guard Desmine Hilliard happens to be one of the best 
discus throwers in the country, which speaks to his 
great balance and footwork. 


10. OHIO STATE 


The Buckeyes lost a ton from last year’s line, but 
they've got terrific talent and athleticism with tackle 
Taylor Decker and guard Pat Elflein and a potential 
difference-maker in center Chad Lindsay, a graduate 
transfer who was good enough to start four games last 
season at Alabama after backing up Barrett Jones the 
previous two years. 
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TOPRAG 


DEFENSIVE LINE 


1. OHIO STATE 


This — ends Joey Bosa and Noah Spence, 
and tackles Michael Bennett and Adolphus 
Washington — is a superstar unit, as talented and 
dynamic as any Urban Meyer had in his years at 
Florida. Good luck running inside on the Buckeyes. 
Good luck dropping back to pass. If you're looking 
for a reason why Ohio State can take the next step 
in 2014, this is it. 


2. MISSISSIPPI STATE 


The Bulldogs ranked 18th nationally in total 
defense last season and bring back eight starters 
on that side of the ball, including close to a full 
two-deep up front. Defensive tackle Chris Jones 
is the star, supported by rock-solid veterans for a 
team that won its final three games last season and 
is going to be a tough out in the SEC West (like the 
division needs another one of those). 


3. CLEMSON 


The Tigers’ defense will continue its rise 
under coordinator Brent Venables. One of 
the reasons rush end Vic Beasley can match 
or exceed his 2013 All-American totals 
(13 sacks, 23 tackles for loss) is that block- 
ing schemes have to respect senior Corey 
Crawford on the other side while keeping an 
eye on Grady Jarrett in the middle. 


4. |OWA 


If you listen to the folks in lowa City, 
they'll try to convince you that mega-motor 
tackle Louis Trinca-Pasat is the most under- 
rated defensive player in the Big Ten. His 
partner on the interior, Carl Davis, is a beast 
who needs no one to go to bat for him. 
lowa's excitement for a potential breakout 
season flows out from this pair of studs. 


5. TCU 


If end Devonte Fields, who missed most 
of last season with a foot injury, ascends 
back to the level at which he played as a 
freshman, the Horned Frogs will be wickedly 
good up front. Fields was unstoppable in the 
pass rush in 2012. Three-year starter Chucky 
Hunter is a major force at tackle. 


6. TEXAS 


The Longhorns have had great individu- 
al players along their lines in recent seasons, 
but the talent hasn’t put UT’s defenses over 
the top. Maybe this is the season for that to 


UNIT RANKINGS 


happen. Cedric Reed is one of the most explosive 
ends in the country, and Malcom Brown is an elite 
tackle. If Charlie Strong can bring the mean and 
nasty out of the guys around them, look out. 


7. OKLAHOMA 


Bob Stoops has himself a fast, deep group led 
by end Charles Tapper, one of the best returning 
players in the Big 12. End Geneo Grissom comes 
off a monster performance in the upset of Alabama 
in the Sugar Bowl. Chuku Ndulue is a mainstay, and 
the inside tackle spot offers serious up-and-coming 
talent. 


8. USC 


The Trojans had a national top 20 defense last 
season, and it all starts up front, where Leonard Wil- 
liams can play wherever he wants, inside or outside, 
depending on which opposing offensive linemen the 
USC coaches want to embarrass. Starting tackle 
Antwaun Woods is back, and the team’s tremen- 
dous depth includes Texas Tech transfer Delvon 
Simmons. 


9. ALABAMA 


Nick Saban began spring practice by scoffing 
at questions about the supposed depth on his 
defensive line, but at the end, he had to admit, 


he’s got some dang fine raw talent at the position. 
Sophomore 320-pound end A’Shawn Robinson 
seems as much mountain as man; Brandon Ivory is 
a returning starter at nose guard, and JC transfers 
Jarran Reed and D.J. Pettway are part of that depth 
that is collectively ready to deliver more big plays 
this season. 


10. FLORIDA 


Despite the Gators’ 4-8 record last season, the 
run defense wasn't shabby, and all four members of 
the starting front returns. With Dante Fowler Jr. and 
Jonathan Bullard tag-teaming on opposite sides, 
sunnier Florida days are straight ahead. 


TOPA 


LINEBACKERS 


1. GEORGIA 


The Bulldogs’ defense might have been soft 
at times last season, but don't blame the lineback- 
ers. They — and their 345 tackles, 37.5 for loss, 16 
sacks — are all back. Of the four, inside linebacker 
Ramik Wilson is the most decorated, an All-SEC 
first-teamer and a Lindy’s preseason All- 
American, although sophomore whirlwind 
Leonard Floyd could end up being the best 
pro prospect down the line. Put them with in- 
side linebacker Amarlo Herrera and outside 
‘packer Jordan Jenkins, and it's 
a nasty, nasty unit. 


2. OKLAHOMA 


With Eric Striker, Dominique Alexander 
and Frank Shannon as the nucleus, the 
Sooners have the best group of linebackers 
in the Big 12. Shannon’s status at the school 
was in question, as of press time, though; 
losing a powerhouse tackler like him would 
be a serious blow. 


3. SOUTH CAROLINA 


Outside linebacker Skai Moore, one of 
seemingly an infinite number of off-the- 
charts sophomores in the SEC, emerged 
last season to help the Gamecocks 
transform this position from a weakness to a 
strength. Moore led the team in tackles (56) 
and interceptions, with two of his four picks 
coming in the win over Wisconsin in the 
Capital One Bowl. Kaiwan Lewis is back in 
the middle, with Sharrod Golightly retuning 
to the Spur. 


4. UCLA 


The Bruins were better last year with 
Anthony Barr and Jordan Zumwalt also at 


Photo by Scott Boehm 


36 Lindy’s Sports Annuals 


www.lindyssports.com 2014 


the position, but not many teams retain a duo 
such as Myles Jack and Eric Kendricks. And 
consider: If UCLA is in a nickel package about 
half of the time, the combination of Jack- 
Kendricks is all you need. 


5. ALABAMA 


The Tide has produced four officially 
recognized All-America linebackers in the past 
five years, going from Rolando McClain to 
Dont’a Hightower to Courtney Upshaw to C.J 
Mosley. So, we're pretty sure the pattern is for 
these guys to play at a high level, too. The Tide 
will funnel everything to Trey DePriest, who fills 
Mosley's inside role this season, surrounded by 
depth and talent. 


6. WEST VIRGINIA 


Inside ‘backers Nick Kwiatkoski and Isaiah 
Bruce are too good for the Mountaineers not 
to improve defensively. Brandon Golson is a 
third returning starter for a unit that needs to be 
more productive, and should be. 


7. NEBRASKA 


We've grown almost as tired of the 
lamentations over bygone true “Blackshirt” 
days in Lincoln as Bo Pelini has (OK, it’s not 
even close), but this should be the season when 
the Huskers’ play at linebacker cuts the mustard. 
Michael Rose is a force on the inside, and outside 
guys David Santos and Zaire Anderson can cover 
ground and tackle with authority. That's really what 
it's all about, isn’t it? 


8. USC 


Put these guys behind the Trojans’ defensive 
line, and you see why the entire front seven is one 
of the best in the nation. Inside linebacker Hayes 
Pullard, a veteran of 282 career tackles, leads the 
transition to a new coaching staff. J.R. Tavai, Lamar 
Dawson and Anthony Sarao have ample experience. 


9. CLEMSON 


The Tigers’ strength here starts with senior 
middle linebacker Stephone Anthony, who had 131 
tackles last season. And there's a nice story brewing 
with former five-star recruit Tony Steward potentially 
coming back with a vengeance from-two torn ACLs; 
signs were good in the spring. 


10. OREGON 


The Ducks have a lot of depth, which means 
interchangeable parts, which means new defensive 
coordinator Don Pellum can scribble up more 
unpredictable blitzes from all kinds of angles. With 
100-tackle guy Derrick Malone and hybrid DE/OLB 
Tony Washington, forcing more negative plays is an 
accomplishable focus. 


TOPRA0 


SECONDARY 


1. FLORIDA STATE 


Jameis Winston won't see better coverage in a 
game than he does in practice. The Seminoles don't 
bother to hiccup after losing safety Terrence Brooks 
and All-American cornerback Lamarcus Joyner, who 
led the nation’s top-rated pass defense last season. 
P.J. Williams is a first-rate shut-down corner, and 
Ronald Darby and Jalen Ramsey provide other 
stingy coverage at the other corner and nickel back 
position. 


2. VIRGINIA TECH 


Get used to the Hokies here, as starting corner- 
backs Kendall Fuller and Brandon Facyson are only 
sophomores. Fuller picked off six passes and Facy- 
son five, so it’s not like an opposing quarterback can 
just pick a side. Rover Kyshoen Jarrett and safety 
Detrick Bonner are returning starters, to boot. 


3. MICHIGAN STATE 


All Darian Hicks has to do is replace lockdown 
superstar corner Darqueze Dennard, right? Well, 
he's good enough to do just that. His partner at 
corner, Trae Waynes, is a proven guy (possibly 
special), and safety Kurtis Drummond is an elite 


player. Sparty will be dynamite on the back end 
once again. 


4. LSU 


This is a case of strength everywhere, even 
if you can't identify a hot-shot All-American in 
the group. But this is LSU, and talent bubbles 
to the top all the time, which is why it’s best 
to be bullish on junior safety Jalen Mills and 
sophomore cornerbacks Tre’Davious White and 
Rashard Robinson. 


5. TCU 


There are more quality pieces than any 
secondary coach requires to form a top unit. 
Sam Carter and Chris Hackett are an ideal duo 
at safety; they're big, rangy and physical and 
create a lot of takeaways. Even with the loss of 
extraordinary cornerback Jason Verrett, there 
really shouldn't be a weak link on the back end 
for TCU. 


6. UCLA 


; The Bruins return three honorable-mention 
= All-Pac-12 defensive backs, with safeties 

= Anthony Jefferson and Randall Goforth, and 
cornerback Fabian Moreau. The fourth returning 
starter is corner Ishmael Adams, who led the 
team with four interceptions and had some 
dynamite moments on kick returns. 


7. KANSAS STATE 


The two prime talents are Dante Bennett, a do- 
it-all safety who stops the run and intercepts passes, 
and Randall Evans, who has shown the versatility 
to line up most anywhere in the secondary. Evans 
showed a real nose for the ball in 2013, breaking up 
a surprisingly big number of passes. 


8. USC 


It's easy to spot future pros here, which is 
always a good place to start. Senior Josh Shaw 
has been a standout at safety and cornerback, and 
former five-star recruit Su’a Cravens looks exactly 
like a strong safety should. He'll make the leap from 
Freshman All-American to first-team All-Pac-12. 


9. MICHIGAN 


Everyone in Ann Arbor is dying to see how 
super-recruit Jabrill Peppers will factor into the 
secondary. He'll eventually join ball-hawking corner 
Blake Countess and safety Jarrod Wilson, who has 
been up and down but should be ready to make 
good on his outstanding ability. 


10. TEXAS 


Cornerback Quandre Diggs would be a terrific 
starting point for most any secondary. Having a pair 
of senior starters at safety — Mykkele Thompson 
and Josh Turner — is a real luxury. 
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FINALLY: THE FOOTBALL 


FINAL FOU 


It's here: The College Football Playoff, 
50 years in the making. 

Progress has come in three-inches-and- 
a-cloud-of-controversy for half a century, 
traceable to Alabama's 21-17 loss to Texas 
in the 1965 Orange Bowl. Bama’s lone 
defeat of the season didn’t matter. 

Bear's boys were still national champs 
because — and this is just so darn cute — 
the champion was determined by the polls 
at the end of the regular season. Yeah, 
before they even played the bowl games. 

Arkansas was not amused. 

The Razorbacks beat Nebraska in the 
Cotton Bowl to finish 11-0 and still was 


BY ANTHONY GIMINO AND STEVE GREENBERG 
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left mostly in the cold. The Football Writ- 
ers Association of American — smart folks 
— took the postseason into account and 
awarded its mythical national champion- 
ship to Arkansas. 

What a concept. 

The AP experimented with doing the 
same thing the following year, and then 
made the post-bowl poll a permanent way 
of business in 1968. It took another six 
years beyond that before the UPI coaches 
poll to also consider bowls more than 
mere exhibition games and chamber-of- 
commerce events. 

Baby steps. 


It would be another 18 years until the 
Bowl Coalition came along in the hopes of 
matching No. 1 vs. No. 2 at the end of the 
season. Twice in three years (1992-94), 
it succeeded, but since the Big Ten and 
Pac-10 weren't in the group, second- 
ranked Penn State and its perfect record 
went hungry in ‘94. 

That gave rise to the Bowl Alliance, 
which batted 1-for-3 in pairing the top 
two teams, ending in a split national 
championship between Michigan and 
Nebraska in 1997. 

Yeah, that wasn’t working, either. 

All the flaws in those systems begat 
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another flawed system — the BCS. But 
at least it did guarantee a No. 1 vs. No. 2 
matchup, even though in some years 
almost everyone thought No. 3 — No. 4? 
— was a better choice. 

For 15 years, we crawled and com- 
plained, begged and bickered, for some- 
thing better to come along. The BCS was 
kinda, sometimes, sorta OK working, but 
we hadn't crossed any sort of goal line. 

And we still haven't hit paydirt. Now, 
consider us in the red zone. 

This new four-team playoff is the 
natural, logical offspring of the BCS, just 
as an eight-team playoff inevitably will 
be. Good news is that it sure won't take us 
another 50 years to get to that. 

In the meantime, the top storyline of 
2014 is clear: 


1. The Playoff, what else? It’s just a 
modest four-teamer, but it'll be hyped like 
nothing else in the history of college foot- 
ball, culminating in the excess that is Jer- 
ryWorld in Arlington, Texas, on Jan. 12. 
The only thing understated about this is 
the modest official name — College Foot- 
ball Playoff. The joke on Twitter the day 
the CFP was announced was that Bill Han- 
cock’s dog was probably named “Dog.” The 
playoff’s executive director now proudly 
displays a stuffed dog (named “Dog”) at 
his 10th-floor CFP office in Dallas. 


2. The SEC fights back. Some nerve 
Florida State had, ending the kingpin con- 
ference’s run of national titles at seven. 
The funny thing about it is that the SEC 
appeared to be stronger than ever heading 
into 2013 — stronger than it appears to 
be a year later. It’s still No. 1, though, 
and if anyone dares to suggest otherwise, 
them’s fightin’ words. 


3. Roll Tide? After Alabama failed 

to win it all in 2010, Nick Saban’s Tide 
responded with back-to-back champion- 
ships. There’s no way the 2011 title would 
have happened without the steady, heady 
play of a fresh-faced quarterback named 
AJ McCarron, who ended up making star 
predecessor Greg McElroy look like just 
another guy. Alabama still has more talent 
to work with than any other squad, but it 
can't be fully realized without the right 
guy under center. Fifth-year senior Blake 
Sims will battle in fall camp with Florida “— a 
State transfer Jacob Coker, under the — ae 5 
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tutelage of new coordinator Lane Kiffin. 


4. Winston and FSU go for two. Two 
straight Heismans, two straight titles — 
and both are realistic goals for a Semi- 
noles team that'll be widely ranked No. 1 
heading into the season. Several big-time 
players from last year are gone, but 
Winston will work behind a gold-standard 
offensive line that could make him and 
his offense unstoppable. 


5. Quarterbacks galore. Given the 
state of offensive play in the college 
game, every year is a banner year at the 
most important position on the field. But 
2014 will be truly special with Winston, 
Oregon's Marcus Mariota, Ohio State’s 
Braxton Miller, Baylor's Bryce Petty, 
UCLA's Brett Hundley, Auburn's Nick 
Marshall, Oklahoma's Trevor Knight, Stan- 
ford’s Kevin Hogan, Penn State’s Christian 
Hackenberg, among many, many others, 
all doing their thing. 


6. Getting paid. We'd like this to be 
all fun and games, but there is serious 
stuff afoot that merely holds the potential 
to change college athletics as we know 
it. The whole idea of amateurism and 


“student-athlete” is up for grabs after 

a regional National Labor Relations Board 
ruled that Northwestern football players 
are employees with the right to form 

a union. Will this lead to college athletes 
getting paid? If you listen, that’s not 
really what they are asking for, focus- 
ing instead on being covered for injuries 
after their eligibility ends and guaranteed 
scholarships. However it plays out, things 
won't be the same. 


7. Realignment. Sitting down? Pad 
and paper out? The ACC trades up, losing 
Maryland but gaining Louisville. Maryland 


and Rutgers add to the Big Ten’s footprint. 


The spinoff American gets crushed, saying 
goodbye to Louisville and Rutgers and 
hello to East Carolina, Tulane and Tulsa. 
Is all this almost over? Keep reading. 
We've got your clip-and-save realignment 
guide later in this section. 


8. The Strong arm of the law. It is 
rare for college football to have a coach- 
ing change as fascinating as the one that 
happened at Texas, where everything is 
bigger — especially the public demands 
shoved into the lap of the Longhorns’ 
coach. No one doubts Charlie Strong will 


add muscle and toughness to Hook 

‘Em Nation, but will he make ‘em swoon 
like Mack Brown did for so long? James 
Franklin at Penn State, Steve Sarkisian 
at USC, and “newcomer” Bobby Petrino 
at Louisville also are huge stories. 


9. Rough stuff. Think 2013's new 
targeting rule was controversial? This 
season, roughing-the-passer could become 
an even bigger deal. The gist: Hitting 
a passer from the knees on down will be 
a personal foul, but not if he’s “running.” 
With all the moving pockets and all-out 
scrambles today’s QBs do, what consti- 
tutes running, anyway? 


10. The little Group of Five. College 
football couldn’t be moving more explicit- 
ly in the direction of favoring the big-boy 
conferences. But what about the AAC, 
C-USA, MAC, Mountain West and Sun Belt? 
They are adding bowl games. Will anyone 
care? They are massively up against it as 
far as getting a team into the playoff: 
Again, will anyone care? A Boise State- 
type success story has never been more 
needed and yet doesn’t seem particularly 
possible this season. 


CONFERENCE REALIGNMENT 


The carousel is just about done spinning. We promise. Really. 


American Athletic 
The AAC is looking more like the old Conference USA all the 
time, as the old Big East adds East Carolina, Tulane and Tulsa, 
while losing football bellwether Louisville and a Rutgers pro- 
gram that had some recent decent moments. So, the AAC is 
at 11 members for now, pushing to 12 and a league title game 
when Navy steps in as a football-only member in 2015. 

2014: Cincy, UCF, UConn, ECU, Houston, Memphis, USF, SMU, 
Temple, Tulane, Tulsa 


Atlantic Coast 
The ACC stays at 14 teams, adding Louisville and subtracting Mary- 
land, which is off to B1G land. The Cards are dealt to the Atlantic 
division, where Florida State and Clemson are poised for iron-fisted 
tule. Notre Dame this season begins a scheduling partnership with 
the league, playing each ACC team once in a three-year period. 
Atlantic: BC, Clemson, FSU, Louisville, NC State, Syracuse, 
Wake Forest 
Coastal: Duke, Georgia Tech, Miami, UNC, Pitt, Virginia, 
Virginia Tech 


Big Ten 
Say hello to Maryland and Rutgers. Look, we like to kid the 


Big Ten, though its very name has become beyond ridiculous. 
Speaking of, how nice to bid farewell to the Leaders and Legends 
divisions; now it's the East and West. It all even makes sense: 
East: Indiana, Maryland, Michigan, Michigan State, Ohio 
State, Penn State, Rutgers 
West: Illinois, Iowa, Minnesota, Nebraska, Northwestern, 
Purdue, Wisconsin 


Conference USA 

C-USA drops to 13 teams, trading East Carolina, Tulane and Tulsa for 

Western Kentucky out of the Sun Belt and rookie Old Dominion. The 

conference will pick up its missing team in 2015, welcoming Charlotte. 
East: FAU, FIU, Marshall, MTSU, Old Dominion, UAB, WKU 
West: Louisiana Tech, North Texas, Rice, Southern Miss, UTEP, 

Texas-San Antonio 


Sun Beit 
The league is going for quantity, swelling from eight teams to 
11, even as Western Kentucky walked out the door. The newbies 
are transitioning FBS members Appalachian State and Georgia 
Southern, as well as WAC orphans Idaho and New Mexico State, 
after each spent a season in college football's Independent class. 
2014: Appalachian State, Arkansas State, Georgia Southern, 
Georgia State, Idaho, Louisiana, Louisiana-Monroe, New Mexico 
State, South Alabama, Troy, Texas State 
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HEISMAN WATCH 


Jameis Winston was the latest to make a mockery of preseason Heisman watch lists 
last season. That's two redshirt freshman winners in a row (Winston followed Johnny 
Manziel), and they came after a quarterback winner from Baylor (Robert Griffin III), 
which came a year after a junior college transfer QB won (Cam Newton), which came 
after a previously part-time running back won (Mark Ingram). 


Let's try this again. 


So, we pick either a true freshman or Mike the Tiger. 

We smile in remembrance of the 10-story billboard of Oregon's Joey Harrington in 
New York City, while wondering if there is an eBay market for a Paul Palmer (Temple) 
comic book, or a Dave Ragone (Louisville) bobblehead from back in the day, but with 
all the highlights and hype, nobody needs a Heisman promotional campaign anymore 
— which actually makes the process more democratic. 

That is, unless you play defense ... or, basically, any position other than quarterback 
for a highly ranked team. In that case, we wish you luck. 


Here are the top candidates: 


1. JAMEIS WINSTON, QB, FLORIDA STATE 


We hate the idea of picking the previous winner to repeat. Didn't happen for Jason 
White, Matt Leinart, Tim Tebow, Sam Bradford or Johnny Manziel. Anything short of 
everything Winston accomplished last season will be viewed as a disappointment. But 
here’s the deal. If we're picking Florida State No. 1 again, then we have to go with 
Winston as the Heisman favorite. And we are. 

Question: Fair or not, Winston, with his now-resolved off-field legal problems, polar- 
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ized many voters last season. Will there 
be backlash in terms of giving him two in 
a row? We say his veteran offensive line 
will protect him from that backlash and 
opposing defenses, lifting him to an even 
better year. 


2. MARCUS MARIOTA, OB, OREGON 
Held the Heisman lead through midsea- 
son last year. Must get a win over Stanford. 


3. BRAXTON MILLER, QB, OHIO STATE 
Will be hard to beat if he has a full 
season of health and leads the Buckeyes 

to the Football Final Four. 


4. BRYCE PETTY, QB, BAYLOR 

He was seventh in passing yards last 
year (second among returning players) and 
his numbers from last season (4,200 pass- 
ing yards, 32-3 touchdown-to-interception 
ratio) figure to stay equally fabulous. 


5. NICK MARSHALL, QB, AUBURN 

The rate of his improvement during 
last season suggests he'll be a better 
passer in 2014 to go along with his nifty 
improv work. 


6. BRETT HUNDLEY, QB, UCLA 

Potentially the best NFL prospect on 
this list, the dual-threat gets to work 
behind an offensive line that is shedding 
its training wheels. 


7. TODD GURLEY, RB, GEORGIA 

Didn't stay healthy for long enough last 
season, but his combination of size and 
speed is unmatched. 


8. MELVIN GORDON, RB, WISCONSIN 

Speedster could get 2,000 rushing yards 
in a breeze if the Badgers didn’t share the 
ball so darn much in the backfield. 


9. TREVOR KNIGHT, QB, OKLAHOMA 
Starting quarterback for a national title 
contender? Check. 


10. RB, ALABAMA 

Yes, just RB. Whether it’s 1,000-yard 
ace T.J. Yeldon or rapidly emerging soph- 
omore Derrick Henry, either could find 
his way to the Heisman ceremony. After 
all, somebody from the Tide has finished 
in the top 3 in the voting in three of the 
past five seasons. 
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COACHING CHANGES 


It's not the largest group of recent changes, 


but it’s not short on intrigue. 


ARKANSAS STATE 


Out: Bryan Harsin (John Thompson 
coached bowl game) | In: Blake Anderson 

Imagine that — a new coach in Jones- 
boro. Anderson is merely the fifth for the 
Red Wolves in five years, and that’s not 
even counting bowl-game-only guys. Will 
he be around awhile? It seems the former 
North Carolina offensive coordinator is 
different enough from the likes of Hugh 
Freeze, Gus Malzahn and Bryan Harsin 
that the answer might just be yes. 


ARMY 
Out: Rich Ellerson | In: Jeff Monken 
Monken got a lot of good done at Geor- 
gia Southern, preparing it well for its step 
up to the FBS ranks. But if most college 
football fans know Monken for just one 
thing, it’s GSU’s 2013 win at Florida. If 
this guy could coax that win out of that 
team, well, why shouldn't Michie Stadium 
be alive all season with hope for a turning 
of the tide against Navy? 


BOISE STATE 


Out: Chris Petersen (Bob Gregory coached 
bowl game) | In: Bryan Harsin 

It didn’t go so well for Harsin as the 
offensive savior at Texas, and his year as 
head coach at Arkansas State was kind of 
so-so. But forget all that — he’s the ideal 
replacement for Chris Petersen in Boise. 
Harsin, a former Broncos quarterback, 
knows this unique recruiting terrain as 
well as anyone, having coached at BSU 
and played a major role in the Broncos’ 
rise to BCS-or-bust status. 


BOWLING GREEN 


Out: Dave Clawson (Adam Scheier coached 
bowl game) | In: Dino Babers 

Losing Clawson to Wake Forest was 
a big, though not unexpected, blow, but 
Babers has Falcons fans excited. And why 
shouldn't they be, given Babers’ instant 
turnaround job at Eastern Illinois? Two 
names in Babers’ recent past go a long 
way: Jimmy Garoppolo, his NFL-bound 
quarterback at EIU, and Art Briles, on 
whose staff Babers shined at Baylor. 
A LINDY’S TOP FIVE HIRE. 
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CONNECTICUT 
Out: Paul Pasqualoni (T.J. Weist was in- 
terim coach last 8 games) | In: Bob Diaco 
Diaco's palpable enthusiasm makes him an 
instant, welcome departure from Pasqualoni, 
and his work as Notre Dame's defensive 
coordinator from 2010-13 gives him a lot of 
credibility. The Huskies have played good 
defense through the years, though; it’s their 
offense that has lagged on the wrong side of 
the curve. The 40-year-old Diaco will have to 
figure out what all first-time head coaches 
must figure out: how to cede authority to 
his coordinators and maintain his grip on 
the entire program at the same time. 


EASTERN MICHIGAN 
Out: Ron English (Stan Parrish was interim 
coach last 3 games) | In: Chris Creighton 
Patience and persistence will be 
required of Creighton as he takes on a re- 
building task at one of the long-standing 
worst programs in the country. He has 
had serious success at the lower levels of 
college football, but the Eagles are a dif- 
ferent animal; English, once very highly 
regarded, was 11-46 at EMU. 


FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
Out: Carl Pelini (Brian Wright was interim 
coach last 4 games) | In: Charlie Partridge 
Last season was even worse for the 
disgraced Pelini than it was for Partridge, 
and Partridge had it pretty rough on the 
staff at Arkansas, perhaps the most disap- 
pointing team in all of college football. 
He's charged with lifting the Owls program 
back to the respectability it had as re- 
cently as 2008, its last bowl season under 
Howard Schnellenberger. 


GEORGIA SOUTHERN 
Out: Jeff Monken | In: Willie Fritz 

Way back in 1997, Fritz’s first as a 
head coach, Central Missouri finished 5-6. 
Only once since then, in 2006, has a Fritz 
team failed to produce a winning record, 
and his Sam Houston State teams from 
2010-13 went 40-14. As the Eagles embark 
on full-time FBS membership, Sun Belt 
programs had better take this guy and 
this program seriously. 


LOUISVILLE 
Out: Charlie Strong | In: Bobby Petrino 
There will be culture shock in Louisville, 
without a doubt. Cardinals players had end- 
less love for the intense, rock-ribbed Strong. 
In Petrino’s earlier stint at the house Papa 
John’s built, there was not so much love for 
the aloof, often biting coach. But there’s no 
questioning Petrino’s track record on game 
days — especially at Louisville — so the 
only real question is this: Has the Motorcycle 
Man’s odyssey of infamy softened him at all? 


MASSACHUSETTS 
Out: Charley Molnar | In: Mark Whipple 
UMass’s status in the MAC is up in the air, 
which just might make Whipple the perfect 
hire. After all, he is the link to the Minute- 
men’s best gridiron days, having coached 
them with great success for six seasons be- 
fore going on a long journey as an assistant 
at the major-college level and in the NFL. 
Remember this: Whipple was rookie Ben 
Roethlisberger's QB coach in Pittsburgh. 


MIAMI (OHIO) 
Out: Don Treadwell (Mike Bath was interim 
coach last 7 games) | In: Chuck Martin 

So much for the so-called Cradle of 
Coaches — the RedHawks were 0-12 last 
season, with an impossibly bad offense, 
and anyone who took this job was going 
to be in for a massive challenge. Enter 
Martin, who was Notre Dame's offensive 
coordinator the past two seasons ... but 
was he really? Some would say Brian Kelly 
ran the Irish offense while Martin, whose 
previous experience was on the defensive 
side of the ball, did a lot of cheerleading. 


PENN STATE 
Out: Bill O’Brien | In: James Franklin 
O'Brien was a superb answer after Joe 
Paterno’s run ended, but was he long for the 
college game? Heck no. Franklin might not 
be, either, but he was in line to move up 
from Vanderbilt to anywhere he wanted for 
good reason. No one recruits harder, and no 
college coach in many years has done more 
to lift a program than Franklin did in Nash- 
ville. The fact he’s not a “Penn State guy” 
is meaningless. A LINDY’S TOP FIVE HIRE. 


TEXAS 

Qut: Mack Brown | In: Charlie Strong 
This is a great hire for the Longhorns ... 

except for one thing. Strong, as terrific as he 

is at rallying players, thoroughly dislikes the 
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non-football aspects of a head coach’s job, 
and nowhere is a coach in more demand off 
the field than at Texas. He'll toughen up his 
players, for sure, and that absolutely must 
happen in Austin. Still, he must deal with the 
absurd off-the-field requirements of the UT 
football coach. A LINDY’S TOP FIVE HIRE. 


Out: Garrick McGee | In: Bill Clark 

It’s hard to believe McGee once was consid- 
ered a possible replacement for Bobby Petrino 
at Arkansas. On his watch, the Blazers were 
truly terrible, going 5-19 over two seasons. 
Clark can’t do any worse, but can he do any 
better? Here's a guy who was coaching high 
school ball as recently as 2007 — not that 
there’s anything wrong with that — and who 
has a grand total of one season, at Jackson- 
ville State, as a collegiate head coach. 


Out: Lane Kiffin (Ed Orgeron was in- 
terim coach for eight games, Clay Helton 
coached bowl) | In: Steve Sarkisian 

Sarkisian is the coach USC should've hired 
in the first place instead of Kiffin, if it was 
going to harken back to the Pete Carroll days 
at all. He's a star recruiter, for sure, and the 
right man to get the Trojans’ offense singing 
again. Sark didn’t quite get Washington over 
the hump, though, which brings the analysis 
back to Carroll — obviously an elite coach, 
with a Super Bowl ring to prove it. USC still 
looks up at Stanford and Oregon, and UCLA 
is right there, too. The job is big. 


Out: James Franklin | In: Derek Mason 

First of all, rid your brain of the notion that 
Derek Mason is Derrick Mason, who played 
wide receiver in Nashville for the Titans. This 
is a legit coach who ran some of Stanford’s 
baddest defenses in recent years, Yeah, he’s 
also up against it — Franklin recruits have 
flocked to Penn State, and this is still Vander- 
bilt — but there's no doubt the Commodores 
will be tough. A LINDY’S TOP FIVE HIRE. 


Out: Jim Grobe | In: Dave Clawson 

Great hire for Wake Forest from an Xs-and- 
Qs standpoint, but the ACC has gotten so good 
that the Demon Deacons may be relegated to 
also-ran status regardless of who's running the 
show. Grobe was a tremendous program leader. 
Clawson should give Wake a better chance to 
shake things up on an ongoing basis. 
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Out: Steve Sarkisian (Marques Tuiasosopo 
coached bowl game) | In: Chris Petersen 

After all those other opportunities, Pe- 
tersen finally chose to leave Boise State. 
The hardest part for Petersen will be 
reinventing himself as a recruiter; for the 
Huskies to move up in the Pac-12 para- 
digm, they'll need to fight tooth and nail 
with the league’s powerhouse programs for 
the best high school players on the West 
Coast. Petersen is a superstar, though, and 
only 49 — young enough to learn new 
tricks. A LINDY’S TOP FIVE HIRE. 


Out: Bobby Petrino | In: Jeff Brohm 
After losing Petrino — who, let's face 


it, wasn’t going to stay in Bowling Green, 
Ky., a day longer than he had to — Brohm 
is a good face for the program. He coached 
under Petrino in 2013 and earlier at Lou- 
isville, and his long career as an NFL quar- 
terback will give him a boost with recruits. 
The Hilltoppers should stay relevant. 


Out: Dave Christensen | In: Craig Bohl 

Who doesn’t love this hire? Bohl became 
a star at North Dakota State, where his 
last three teams won FCS national titles. 
His record there: 104-32. If this guy can’t 
wrangle the Cowboys’ challenges, then 
there’s something very wrong with the 
sport. Recruiting will be an uphill climb, 
but welcome to Wyoming. 


The lucky retire on their own terms, but there are few of those. Hired to be fired, 
only four head coaches in the FBS have been at the same school since before 2000. 
Mack Brown moved off this list after last season, so here is the remaining quartet: 


Frank Beamer, Virginia Tech (224-109-2, 27 years) 
Larry Blakeney, Troy (175-104-1, 23 years) 

Bob Stoops, Oklahoma (160-39, 15 years) 

Kirk Ferentz, lowa (109-79, 15 years) 


Charlie Strong | Photo by David Manning-USA TODAY Sports 


Lindy’s Sports Annuals 43 


SCOPING THE RATION 


HOT SEAT COACHES 


There were only 20 head coaching changes after last season — that’s a low number 
in these high-pressure, high-stakes times — which means there will be plenty of low- 
hanging fruit on the coaching tree this winter. Here is a look at eight coaches clinging 
to life, trying to avoid being gathered up in what figures to be a big winter crop: 


1. Will Muschamp, Florida. He put in 

a go-go-go offense this spring, trying to 
put some distance between these Gators 
and the ones who went 4-8 and averaged 
a ghastly 18.8 points last season. Rock- 
ing a white visor in the spring game was 
a nice call-back to the Steve Spurrier 
glory days, but Muschamp's 22-16 record 
is more like the Zooker than the Ol Ball 
Coach or that Urban Meyer guy. 


2. Norm Chow, Hawaii. Chow finally got 
his shot with the big-boy headsets on the 
sideline, coaching his first game in 2012 
at the age of 66. The decorated offensive 
coordinator hasn't gotten dumb in the 
past two seasons, but his 4-20 record 
suggests he wasn’t the right guy at the 
right time for the Warriors. And tossing 

a columnist from practice this spring — 
the scribe was critical of one of Chow's 
hiring decisions — shows he might not 
have the right temperament for the job 
either. Remind us again why Hawaii never 
hired Duane Akina as its head coach, 


3. Dana Holgorsen, West Virginia. 
Holgorsen has gone from 10 victories 

in his debut season, to seven wins, to 

a mere four Ws last year. The Mountain- 
eers ranked 99th nationally in scoring 
defense and 101th in total defense last 
season, and we're dubious that installing 
Tony Gibson as defensive coordinator is 
the magic answer. This is the program's 
third season in the Big 12 and it should 
be easier to determine Holgorsen’s true 
level after 2014 is done. 


4. Mike London, Virginia. London’s re- 
cruiting has been decent enough; the Cavs 
have been between No. 23 and No. 31 in 
247Sports’ Composite recruiting rankings 
in each of the past four seasons. It’s the 
coaching-’em-up part that seems to be the 
problem. Five of his 18 victories in four 
years came against lower-division schools. 
Without a winning record this season, the 


administration will have all the informa- 
tion it needs to make a change. 


5. Tim Beckman, Illinois. Beckman’s 
teams are 1-15 in conference play in his 
two seasons, saved from the dreaded goose 
egg by a four-point victory last season 
over a Purdue team that didn’t win a game 
against an FBS opponent. If he and offen- 
sive coordinator Bill Cubit can get along 
on the sideline, they need to channel some 
positive energy toward likely new starting 
quarterback Wes Lunt, the Oklahoma State 
transfer, who is the best hope for the 
progress Beckman desperately needs. 


6. Charlie Weis, Kansas. Weis has picked 
up where he left off at Notre Dame, where 
his teams went 16-21 in his final three 
seasons. Problem is, he doesn’t have Notre 
Dame-quality players, so the record is 
worse — much worse. He has mashed 
together an unusual group of transfers in 
his first two seasons, coming up with a 
4-20 mess only notable for ending a 27- 
game Big 12 losing streak last season. 


7. Paul Johnson, Georgia Tech, The 
marriage seems a bit shaky after six 
seasons, and last year's starting quarter- 
back, Vad Lee, opted for a divorce, skip- 
ping to James Madison with two years of 
eligibility remaining. The past four years 
have seen the program tread a lot of 
water, but it’s probably going to be sink 
or swim with Johnson, whose buyout sat 
at $7.5 million after last season. 


8. Brady Hoke, Michigan. The Wolverines 
repeatedly fell short last year, posting 

a 7-6 mark — the same record Rich 
Rodriguez had in his third season at 
Michigan before the administration booted 
him out the door. Hoke has more goodwill 
in the bank than RichRod ever did, but 
his account could go into the red with 
another season filled with close losses. 


OVER-RATED 


We've established that quarterbacks feel 
free to move around the country, usually 
because of playing time issues. Other 
times, they're knuckleheads or just not 
that good, undeserving of the hype. 

We looked at the nation’s top 10 quar- 
terbacks in three recent recruiting classes 
(2010 through 2012), using 247Sports’ 
composite rankings. These were the best 
of the best. Each a four-star or five-star 
recruit. A healthy percentage should be 
super-duper stars, right? Nah, just a few. 

Either the recruiting services do a 
lousy job evaluating, or college coaches 
aren't making good decisions about fits, 
or there’s just a lot of randomness in the 
system when projecting the transition 
from high school to college. 

What we found is that 19 of the 30 top 
quarterbacks in that three-year window were 
washouts at their original school. Nineteen. 
And a few more quarterbacks still have 
a chance to take a career path to join that 
list. Keep this in mind the next time your 
favorite team seems to clean up on Signing 
Day. With quarterbacks, it’s buyer beware. 


2010 

Blake Bell, Oklahoma — The Belldozer is 
clearing space as an OU tight end this season. 
Phillip Sims, Alabama — Transferred to Vir- 
ginia and then to Winston-Salem State for 2014. 
Devin Gardner, Michigan — Good career, 
but tenuous hold on job entering senior year. 
Jesse Scroggins, USC — From USC to JC 
to buried at Arizona last year. Hey, he 
could start in ‘14. 


Rob Bolden, Penn State — Now playing 
wide receiver for LSU. 
Jake Heaps, BYU — Nice freshman season, 
but then got beat out and left for Kansas. 
Connor Wood, Texas — Transferred to 
Colorado after freshman year; gave up 
football after 2013. 
Paul Jones, Penn State — Left during 
2012 season; landed at Robert Morris. 
Tyler Bray, Tennessee — Threw for 7,444 
yards for UT before leaving early for NFL 
(undrafted). 
Brett Nottingham, Stanford — Ex-backup 
to Andrew Luck finishing up with Columbia. 
To review: Eight of the 10 were busts at 
being a quarterback at their original school. 


_ Eee 
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Jeff Driskel, Florida — Jury is still out, 
but he could have a big 2014 season. 
Braxton Miller, Ohio State — Urban Meyer 
lucky to inherit a roster that included Miller. 
Kiehl Frazier, Auburn — Moved to safety 
last season, then transferred to Ouachita 
Baptist University. 
Brett Hundley, UCLA — Third-year starter 
and the fuel for the Bruins’ recent rise. 
Christian LeMay, Georgia — Now playing 
for Jacksonville State. 
Max Wittek, USC — On the move after 
failing to win starting job. 
Teddy Bridgewater, Louisville — Turned 
pro after leading Cardinals to 11-1 season. 
Bubba Starling, Nebraska — Took Kansas 
City Royals’ $7.5 million signing bonus. 
J.W. Walsh, Oklahoma State — Likely 
starter for Cowboys in 2014. 
Jacoby Brissett, Florida — Looked good 
this spring ... for North Carolina State. 

To review: Miller, Hundley, Bridgewater 
were home runs, five were busts, two have 
more to do. 


2012 


Jameis Winston, Florida State — You 
know about him. 
Gunner Kiel, Notre Dame — Transferred to 
Cincinnati after freshman year; could be a star. 
Zach Kline, Cal — Lost starting battle in 
2013, so transferred to Oregon State. 
Cyler Miles, Washington — Suspended in the 
spring; status uncertain heading into summer. 
Anthony Alford, Southern Miss — 
Team's leading passer as frosh; now 
a safety at Ole Miss. 
Matt Davis, Texas A&M — Left the 
Aggies in August 2013 for junior college. 
Tanner Mangum, BYU — Currently on 
a two-year church mission. 
Connor Brewer, Texas — Came back last year 
to his home state, competing for job at Arizona. 
Chad Kelly, Clemson — Dismissed in April 
for “conduct detrimental to our program.” 
Chad Voytik, Pitt — He's the team’s 
projected starter in 2014. 

To review: Only two years after they 
signed with much fanfare, six of these QBs 
are already busts at their original schools. 
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CAN PASS, WILL TRAVEL 


Conference races — even the na- 
tional title chase — are being further 
defined by which quarterbacks transfer 
where, and when. 

Need a QB? Just wait for the free- 
agent signing period to begin. 

Arizona coach Rich Rodriguez, 

a self-described collector of quarter- 
backs, will continue his team’s com- 
petition at the position well into fall 
camp, further testing guys who began 
at USC (Jesse Scroggins), LSU (Jerrard 
Randall), Texas (Connor Brewer) and 
Louisiana Tech (Nick Isham). 

More than 30 notable quarterbacks 
transferred after last season, including 
several who were eligible to play in 2014 
and immediately transform a new team. 

Here is a partial list of quarterbacks 
who transferred after last season (TBD: 
At press time, some immediately-eligi- 
ble transfers were still looking for 2014 homes): 


QB Old School New School 
Austin Apodaca Washington State Mesa (Ariz.) CC 
Jaleel Awini Air Force Colorado 
Michael Brewer* Texas Tech Virginia Tech 
Ford Childress West Virginia Trinity Valley CC (Texas) 
Cam Coffman Indiana TBD 

Jacob Coker* Florida State Alabama 
Brandon Connette* Duke TBD 

Luke Del Rio* Alabama Oregon State 
Michael Eubank Arizona State Samford 

Tyler Ferguson Penn State Louisville 

Matt Floyd USF South Alabama 
Andrew Hendrix* Notre Dame Miami, Ohio 
Matt Joeckel* Texas A&M TCU 

Zach Kline Cal Oregon State 
Vad Lee Georgia Tech James Madison 
Tyler Matthews TCU TBD 

Baker Mayfield Texas Tech Oklahoma 

Tyler Murphy* Florida Boston College 
Philip Nelson Minnesota Rutgers 
Clayton Nicholas Texas Tech Bowling Green 
Ammon Olsen BYU Southern Utah 
Nick Patti* Boise State UCF 

Blake Rankin Rutgers TBD 

Stephen Rivers LSU Vanderbilt 
Conner Smith Colorado State TBD 

Cody Sokol* lowa Louisiana Tech 
Manny Stocker NC State Tennessee-Martin 
Pete Thomas* NC State TBD 

Jason Thompson Wyoming Utah 

Kendal Thompson* Oklahoma Utah 

Jalen Whitlow Kentucky TBD 

Max Wittek* USC TBD 


*Eligible in 2014 
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THE WATION 


TOP 12 NON-CONFERENCE GAMES 


1. MICHIGAN STATE AT OREGON, SEPT. 6 

A game so good, it looks like a misprint. 
The Spartans are used to playing in stadi- 
ums that hold a lot more folks, but none 
will be louder than Autzen, especially if 
the high-flying Ducks start going all Cirque 
Du Soleil on a still-salty MSU defense. 


2. WISCONSIN VS. LSU, AUG. 30 (HOUSTON) 
Each team has to resolve its quarterback 
competition before opening the season, 
which simply places more emphasis on 
this being big-boy football in the trenches. 
Early edge to the Tigers’ offensive line. 


3. MICHIGAN AT NOTRE DAME, SEPT. 6. 
The stakes are obvious for two power- 
house programs, and this night game puts 
a bow on the historic series until at least 
2020, so the emotions will be dialed to 11. 
Devin Gardner accounted for five TDs last 
season as the Wolverines won, 41-30. 


4. OKLAHOMA STATE VS. FLORIDA 
STATE, AUG. 30 (ARLINGTON). 

The Seminoles launch defense of their 
national championship — or not — 
against an Oklahoma State team coming 
off a 10-win season and in reloading mode, 


5. AUBURN AT KANSAS STATE, SEPT. 18. 
Looks like a perfect Bill Snyder- 

designed trap in Manhattan for the reign- 

ing SEC champs — and more evidence 

that you can do high-end QB shopping 

in junior college (Auburn's Nick Marshall, 

K-State’s Jake Waters). 


6. UCLA VS. TEXAS, SEPT. 13 
(ARLINGTON). 

Charlie Strong's first significant test as 
UT boss comes a week earlier against BYU 
and quarterback Taysom Hill. Now, here 
comes Brett Hundley and the Bruins. 


7. FLORIDA AT FLORIDA STATE, NOV. 29. 

We're assuming the Gators will be better 
than last season and the Seminoles will 
be vying for a spot in the College Football 
Playoff. So, yeah, big drama. 


8. STANFORD AT NOTRE DAME, OCT. 4. 

The Cardinal has won four of the past five 
in the series but might still be bitter about 
the loss, which came the last time the teams 
played in South Bend and officials ruled 
Stepfan Taylor failed to squirm into the end 
zone in overtime on fourth-and-inches. 


9. NOTRE DAME AT FLORIDA STATE, OCT. 18. 
The Irish start dabbling in ACC competition 
this season with four games, including this 
beaut against the Seminoles. It will be easy to 
get used to this matchup once every few years. 


10. CLEMSON AT GEORGIA, AUG. 30. 

We'd like this one better with last 
season's starting quarterbacks, but the new 
signal-callers just add more intrigue. (Tigers 
fans might be looking forward to the end- 
ing of the season more than the beginning, 
though, eager to try to end a five-game 
losing streak to rival South Carolina). 


11. NOTRE DAME AT USC, NOV. 29. 

The Irish have two consecutive con- 
quests in the Coliseum, grounding the 
offensive attack of coach Lane Kiffin each 
time. Steve Sarkisian takes a whack at the 
rivalry with his up-tempo approach. 


12. BOISE STATE VS. OLE MISS, AUG. 28 
(ATLANTA). 

Another great opening-week matchup. 
We'll find out if Boise State’s Bryan Harsin 
found Chris Petersen's supply of magic 
dust as the Broncos take on a rapidly 
improving Rebels squad. 


COMEBACK PLAYERS 


Don't forget about these 10 guys, who missed all (or most) 


of last season: 


David Ash, QB, Texas (concussion) — His chance to im- 


Everett Golson, QB, Notre Dame (academics) — Former 


starter returned from 2013 academic exile to find himself in 


spring battle with Malik Zaire. 


press new coach Charlie Strong was limited by spring foot sur- 
gery, making the Texas QB position one of the great X-factors in 
college football. 


Andre Debose, WR, Florida (ACL) — He's been the “Next 
Percy Harvin” since the Urban Meyer days, but about the only 
thing the players have shared is a lengthy injury history. 
Debose, coming off an ACL injury that wiped out his 2013 
season, gets a sixth season of eligibility. He has four career kick 
returns for TDs, but little in the passing game. 


Jeff Driskel, QB, Florida (broken leg) — Positive signs in 
the spring he can handle the offense of new coordinator Kurt 
Roper, which could be the key to the Gators’ rejuvenation. 


George Farmer, WR, USC (knee) — Former big-time recruit 
has been injury-plagued during his Trojans’ career, including 
tearing knee ligaments that forced him to miss last season. 
Looked good in the spring in quest to be No. 2 behind star 
wideout Nelson Agholor. 
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Chaz Green, OT, Florida (torn labrum) — That this is the 
third Gator on this list tells you a lot about Florida in 2013. 
He's back at right tackle and his health will say a lot about the 
team’s 2014 success. 


Austin Hill, WR, Arizona (ACL) — Biletnikoff semifinalist in 2012 
suffered his injury late in 2013 spring camp, forcing him to return as 
a senior in a suddenly deep and dangerous Arizona receiving corps. 


Chuckie Keeton, QB, Utah State (knee) — Warm up the 
#Chuckie4Heisman hashtag because the senior, with 56 career 
touchdown passes, will be back flinging the ball all over the 
yard after missing the last half of the 2013 season. 


Venric Mark, RB, Northwestern (hamstring, ankle) — 
Granted a medical hardship for last season, he rushed for 1,366 
yards and was an All-American punt returner in 2012. 


Malcolm Mitchell, WR, Georgia (ACL) — He made it to the 
second offensive series of last season before tearing up his knee. 
Has all-conference-caliber ability when healthy. 


www.lindyssports.com 2014 


TOP 12 CONFERENCE GAMES 


1. AUBURN AT ALABAMA, NOV. 29. 

How many different kinds of awesome was 
Chris Davis’ game-winning field goal return 
last season? The forever echoes of the 2013 
Tron Bowl bring us not only the most sizzling 
grudge match, but the best game of the season. 


2. STANFORD AT OREGON, NOV. 1. 

The Cardinal has won two in a row in 
the series, highlighting the curious beauty 
of power over speed. The Ducks are prob- 
ably ready for a “We'll show them” kind of 
moment. But weren't they last year, too? 


3. ALABAMA AT LSU, NOV. 8. 

Heavyweights throwing haymakers 
elevate this game near the top of any 
annual list. Yards and points are precious. 
Only once in the past five meetings has 
either team exceeded 21 points. 


4. OHIO STATE AT MICHIGAN STATE, NOV. 8. 
The Spartans dumped the Buckeyes in last 
year's Big Ten title game, ending Ohio State's 
24-game winning streak. This time, the reconfig- 
ured conference has them in the same division. 


eS 


Auburn cornerback Chris Davis (11) scored the game-winning touchdown against Alabama in last year’s Iron Bowl. 
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5. BAYLOR AT OKLAHOMA, NOV. 8. 

(Noticing a trend here? Absolutely 
make NO plans for Nov. 8 beyond sitting 
in front of a TV). Anyway, in the battle of 
Big 12 favorites, the Sooners need to be 
30 points better than they were last year 
to eke past the Bears. 


6. LSU AT AUBURN, OCT. 4. 

The winner still has to play Alabama 
later, so this could well be an elimination 
game for the SEC West title (but not nec- 
essarily for the College Football Playoff). 


7. GEORGIA AT SOUTH CAROLINA, SEPT. 13. 


The always-bubbling bitterness between 
Georgia and Steve Spurrier is a juicy 
subplot. Meanwhile, winner claims pole 
position in the SEC East. 


8. MICHIGAN AT OHIO STATE, NOV. 29. 

Did you know that the Wolverines 
haven't won in Columbus since 2000? 
Fans of each school certainly do. 


~~ 2 
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9. TEXAS VS. OKLAHOMA, OCT. 11 
(DALLAS). 

It was the Red River Shootout before 
it was the Red River Rivalry and now it’s 
the AT&T Red River Showdown. Sure, we'll 
watch, but ... sigh. 


10. OREGON AT UCLA, OCT. 11. 

Potential preview of the Pac-12 Cham- 
pionship Game, with the Bruins eager to 
atone for being boatraced in Eugene last 
season, 42-14. 


11. USC AT UCLA, NOV. 22. 

Could both programs be great at the 
same time? That's how it should be, 
and that’s where this cross-town rivalry 
is headed. 


12. TEXAS A&M AT SOUTH CAROLINA, 
AUG. 28. 

Bonus points for this matchup for being 
so potentially vital on opening weekend, 
with plenty of curious eyes on the Aggies’ 
QB situation, post-Johnny Football. 


a>. 
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SCOPING THE WATION 


SNEAK PEEK NO. PLAYER POS COLLEGE CLASS 
1. Jameis Winston QB Florida State So. 


Our friends at NFLDraftScout.com cover the — you guessed it 2. Cedric Ogbuehi OT Texas A&M _ Joho 
— NFL Draft year-round, and they shared with us an early look 3. Leonard Williams DT USC ee 
at their scouting heading into the 2014 college season. Their 4. Brandon Scherff OT lowa — —— 10h 
top 50 draft-eligible players are listed, including Jameis Winston 5. _Shilique Calhoun DE Michigan Stat State Jr. 
at the top, although whether he delays his entry until 2016 is 6. Gameron Erving OT Florida State Sr. 
very much the question, isn’t it? 7. Marcus Mariota QB Oregon Sti(‘«é‘ésSdéC 
With Winston, the 2015 draft would be strong at the top with 8. Devonte Fields DE TCU So. 
quarterbacks and the guys who protect them (offensive tackles) 9. Vic Beasley ~ OLB Clemson << 
and the guys who try to hit them (pass rushers). That’s the kind “40. Bryce Petty “OB Baylor Ser 
of league the NFL has become. But it’s also worth noting that a "1. Marlo Edwards Jr DE Florida State iT 
quartet of running backs could at least push toward first-round — — 
status, which is becoming a rarer outlook for players at that 12. _ Ifo Ekpre-Olomu CB Oregon Sr. 
position these days. 13. Randy Gregory DE Nebraska — Sr. 
14. Jordan Jenkins OLB Georgia Jr. 
15. Brett Hundley QB —sCUCLA de 
16. Rashad Greene WR Florida State Sr. 
17. ToddGurley =~ RB_—s Georgia Jr. 
18. TJ.Yeldon RB Alabama. 
19. Nelson Agholor WR _USC Jr. 
20. Tre Jackson 0G Florida State Sr. 
21. MichaelBennett DT —‘OhioState —_ Sr. 
22. Melvin Gordon RB Wisconsin Jr. 
23, PJ. Williams CBS FFloridaState = Jr. 
24. Ty Montgomery WR Stanford Sie 
25. Kyler Fackrell — OLB _Utah State adhe 
_ 26. Trae Waynes ~ CB Michigan State dr. 
_ 27. Mike Davis RB South Carolina Jr. 
28. Andrus Peat _———«OT_—_—Stanford_ Jr 
29. Quandre Diggs CB SCTfexas Sr. 
30. Danny Shelton DT Washington Sr. 
31. Carl Davis DT lowa = Sr 
32. _La’el Collins Oneetis—~ = ee She 
33. Dante Fowler Jr. DE Florida Jr. 
34. Denzel Perryman LB = Miami = (stséS.—S 
35. DerronSmith =~ FS_~—s Fresno State = Sr. 
36. Nick O’Leary TE Florida State Sr. 
_ 37. IsaacSeumalo --OG_~—_—OregonState J. 
_ 38. Hroniss Grasu oA Oregon Sr. 
39. JordanRichards © SS Stanford Sr. 
40. Amari Cooper WR Alabama ares 
41. Kurtis Drummond FS —- Michigan State _Sr. 
4 . 42, RamikWilson «LBs Georgia) =r. 
43. Devin Funchess TE Michigan Jr. 
44. DorialGreen-Beckham WR ‘Missouri Jr. 
45. LakenTomlinson OG Duke —_—Sr._ 
46. Karlos Williams RB Florida State Sr. 
47. Christian Covington DT Rice Jr 
: ae ca 48. Josh Shaw CB USC Sr. 
vY , 49. SpencerDrango OT ~——Baylor ic 
Florida State quarterback Jameis Winston 50. Derrick Malone OLB = Oregon aS 
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By Barton Simmons 
247Sports.com 


Qi 


Alabama found itself in a familiar spot on National Signing Day, landing the 
nation’s top class according to 247Sports for the fourth consecutive year. 

The 2014 edition was led by the nation’s top offensive tackle in Monroe, La. 
product Cameron Robinson. With the departure of Cyrus Kouandjio to the NFL, 
Robinson is one of the few tackles in the 2014 class who has the potential to 
Start as a true freshman in the SEC. As a whole, Nick Saban’s offensive line crop 
was tops in the nation, landing the No. 1 and No. 6 (Ross Pierschbacher) offen- 
sive tackles in the country, the No. 1 JC offensive tackle in the country (Dominick 
Jackson), the No. 20 offensive guard (Montel McBride) and the nation’s top two 
centers (JC Hassenauer and Joshua Casher). 

The Tide also did plenty of damage on the defensive side of the ball, par- 
ticularly as it relates to replenishing the defensive backfield. Early enrollee Tony 
Brown is a five-star cornerback that is as physically ready as any defender in the 
nation. Between him and in-state product Marlon Humphrey (the son of former 
Bama great Bobby Humphrey), Alabama landed two of the top three cornerbacks 
in the nation. 

On top of that, Nick Saban has his quarterback of the future in a 6-5, strong- 
armed Oklahoma native named David Cornwell. 


Alabama 


All year long, LSU was the top candidate to dethrone Alabama and take 
the nation’s top class. Though the Tigers fell just short, Les Miles and company 
still put together a phenomenal class, led by the nation’s top overall prospect in 
Leonard Fournette out of New Orleans. Fournette is a once-in-a-generation type 
of back and could be a day-one starter for the Tigers. 

Along with the running back position, offensive coordinator Cam Cameron 
may have found a star at the quarterback position in athletic, big-armed talent 
Brandon Harris. Harris was a standout in spring practice and could compete to 
start as a freshman. 

Harris will have plenty of future wide receiver talent to throw to as well. New 
Orleans product Malachi Dupre was the No. 2 wide receiver in the country, and 
fellow in-state talent and Army All-American Trey Quinn is the national record 
holder for career receiving yards in high school. 

All of the above headlined a banner crop of in-state talent in the 2014 class, 
but the additions of Edward Paris and Jamal Adams, both big, athletic defensive 
backs from Texas, gave the Tigers one of the nation’s top defensive back groups. 

On the national front, five-star linebacker Clifton Garrett (Illinois) and four- 
star defensive tackle Travonte Valentine (Florida) helped the Tigers close strong 
in 2014. 


Head coach Urban Meyer inched the Buckeyes closer to the top of the 
national recruiting scene by beating some of the SEC powers on their home- 
grown talent. The best example of that was the signing of the nation’s top inside 
linebacker, five-star Raekwon McMillan out of Georgia. 

McMillan is joined by dual-threat quarterback Stephen Collier out of Georgia, 
four-star defensive end Jalyn Holmes out of Virginia and one of the best deep 
threats in the country in Johnnie Dixon out of south Florida. All spurned local 
favorites to head to the Big Ten. 

Ohio State did plenty of work in its backyard as well. Four-stars Marshon 
Lattimore and Erick Smith, teammates from Ohio State pipeline Cleveland 
Glenville, make up the defensive backfield of the future, along with Michigan 
native Damon Webb. Also from Ohio, Dante Booker is the nation’s No. 4 outside 
linebacker and has as much physical upside as any defender in the country. 

A teammate of Booker’s to keep an eye on is Parris Campbell. He'll be 
barely 17-years-old when he dons the pads for Ohio State, but he still managed 
to separate himself as one of the best — and fastest — pure athletes in the 
country. 
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Florida State won the national championship in January because Jimbo 
Fisher has been consistently recruiting on a national championship level. With 
the class of 2014 in the books, that will continue to be the case. 

Two big areas where the Seminoles added immediate help are at running 
back and at wide receiver. Miami native Dalvin Cook spurned the other big 
in-state programs (he was committed to Florida for much of his recruitment) 
and enrolled early at Florida State as the nation’s No. 2 running back. He is a 
complete, every-down back that has elite ability. 

At wide receiver, Florida State soothes the departure of Kelvin Benjamin 
to the NFL by adding 6-3, 200-plus pound big-bodied target Ermon Lane out of 
Homestead, Fla. Lane is another former Gator commit that is already physically 
ready for the rigors of the ACC. He will team with Travis Rudolph out of West 
Palm Beach. Combined, Florida State brings in two of the top six wide receivers 
in the country. 

Both sides of the line of scrimmage will also be restocked nicely as offensive 
line coach Rick Trickett welcomes in seven more big bodies into his meeting 
room, led by Roderick Johnson out of Florissant, Mo. At 6-6, 315 pounds, John- 
son has one of the nation’s best offensive tackle frames. 


During his tenure in College Station, Kevin Sumlin has proven himself to be up 
to the task on the recruiting trail and has his program building the kind of talent that 
can compete for championships. The 2014 group continues that trend, led by one 
of the cycle’s biggest steals in New Orleans, La., receiver Speedy Noil. 

Noil was predicted by most national experts to stay in state and land at 
LSU, but the Aggies pulled the upset late in the process — and what a steal it 
was. In Noil, Texas A&M has the nation’s most electric playmaker and the No. 1 
wide receiver in the country, according to 247Sports and the industry consensus 
247Sports Composite rankings. 

Quarterback was a home run for the Aggies as well. Five-star Kyle Allen out 
of Scottsdale, Ariz. is the nation’s top quarterback and was considered as such 
by a fairly wide margin throughout the recruiting industry. He shunned more 
regional powers in the Pac-12 to commit to A&M and has already undergone 
spring practice with the program. 

The class is deep with talent on both sides of the ball, but the other monster 
pickup that could change games very early in his college career is Arlington, 
Texas defensive end Myles Garrett. Garrett finished ranked as the No. 1 defen- 
sive end in the country following a dominant senior season. He capped that with 
a eye-popping Under Armour All-American game effort. 


Gus Malzahn parlayed a story-book season in 2013 into a class that should 
be able to keep that momentum going. Wide receiver D’haquille Williams is the 
biggest get for the 2014 class. He was the No. 1 junior college prospect in the 
country and is a likely instantaneous gamebreaker at the wide receiver position. 

At running back, Auburn also got a versatile back in Roc Thomas out of 
Oxford, Ala. Thomas rushed for more than 5,500 yards during his high school 
career, but adds significant value as a receiver out of the backfield — and 
a space player in Malzahn's spread offense. 

Up front, Braden Smith out of Olathe, Kan. is one of the nation’s top of- 
fensive linemen. He's ranked by the 247Sports Composite as the No. 3 offensive 
guard in the country, but at 6-6, 290 pounds with a power lifters frame, Smith 
could easily project to offensive tackle as well, 

Defensively, two of the names to remember will be inside linebacker Tre 
Williams and defensive back Nick Ruffin. Williams is a thumper in the middle 
and finished his high school career at 6-3, 237 pounds. He'll be ready as a 
freshman to compete immediately as the No. 2 inside linebacker in the country. 
Ruffin was a big get late in the recruiting process. He’s a big cornerback that 
can really hit. 
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Tennessee 


In the 2014 recruiting cycle there may not have been a bigger story than 
what Butch Jones accomplished at Tennessee. The Vols were coming off of a 
losing season and were unable to make a bowl in Jones’ first year at the helm. 
But that didn't do anything to temper the recruiting momentum that the new staff 
created in Knoxville. 

Buoyed by a huge recruiting class from a number standpoint and a great 
in-state crop of Tennessee talent, the Vols were as high as No. 1 in the nation at 
one point and still managed to finish inside the top-10 on National Signing Day. 

The biggest drivers of that success were the commitments of players 
like running back Jalen Hurd and safety Todd Kelly Jr.. Hurd was five-star on 
247Sports and comes to Knoxville as a 6-3, 230-pound running back. Kelly is a 
Top 100 safety whose father is a legendary former player. Their early pledges 
helped build a groundswell of momentum for the program. 

That momentum set the table for the commitments from the likes of Josh 
Malone (the nation's No. 5 WR), Von Pearson (the No. 2 JC WR) and Michael 
Sawyers (a late in-state steal from Vanderbilt). 

Fourteen of Tennessee's 33 signees enrolled early and went through spring 
practice, That should result in major freshman playing time, likely led by Malone, 
who had a breakout spring game performance. 


Georgia 


Just two years after Keith Marshall and Todd Gurley made a collective 
instant impact in the SEC, Georgia has another manly running back duo coming 
to Athens in Sony Michel out of Fort Lauderdale, Fla., and Nick Chubb out of 
Cedartown, Ga. Michel is the more elusive and explosive, while Chubb is the 
physical specimen, but in both, Georgia has two of the top six running backs in 
the nation and a pair with a very similar skillset to that of Marshall and Gurley. 

The other offensive standouts include early enrollee Jacob Park (the No. 5 
quarterback in the nation out of Goose Creek, S.C.) and Isaiah Wynn (the No. 7 
offensive guard nationally out of Florida). 

Defensively, new coordinator Jeremy Pruitt will be thrilled to get his hands on 
defensive end/outside linebacker Lorenzo Carter. The Atlanta-area native is 6-5 
with a 40-plus inch vertical and may be the biggest freak athletically in the entire 
2014 class. 

As Carter is rushing the edge, big 310-pound nose guard Lamont Gaillard 
will be pushing the pocket, and four-star cornerback Malkom Parrish will be man- 
ning the secondary. Parrish — a high school quarterback — is slightly undersized 
but may be the sleeper of this class even as the No. 8 comer in the country. He 
was dominant at the U.S. Army All-American Bowl. 


The bad news for Florida is that it missed on a couple of huge offensive skill 
players who could have instantly helped solve some of its struggles on that side 
of the football. The good news is that with some of the defensive talent Will 
Muschamp was able to get committed, future Gator offenses won't need to do 
much. 

Five-star cornerback Jalen Tabor is a big-bodied college-ready prospect 
that enrolled early in Gainesville after publicly committing to Arizona just days 
earlier. He wasn't the only five-star surprise. Defensive lineman Gerald Willis 
chose Florida despite significant in-state pressure to go to LSU. Brooklyn, N.Y. 
five-star DT Thomas Holley decommitted from Penn State late to sign with the 
Gators. 

While the three defensive five-stars get most of the attention, help is arriving 
on offense too. Will Grier is one of the high school football's most prolific passers 
and was a mid-term enrollee at Florida. The Gators also landed quarterback/ath- 
lete Treon Harris out of Miami (Fla.) Booker T. Washington. Harris spearheaded 
the nation’s best high school football team in 2013 and adds an athletic element 
to new OC Kurt Roper’s playbook. 

On the offensive line, David Sharpe will be a name to watch. He's very raw, 
but he has the body and skill set of an NFL first rounder. It should be fun to see if 
he can put it all together. 
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The Notre Dame brand helped Brian Kelly reel in another national recruiting 
class. The class consists of 23 signees from 14 different states coast to coast. 

The highest rated commits this time around for Notre Dame feature Nyles 
Morgan, an inside linebacker out of Illinois, and New Jersey native Quenton 
Nelson, an offensive tackle. Both are Army All-Americans and both have the 
ability to compete immediately for playing time. 

Wide receiver was well-addressed by Notre Dame, led by Justin Brent, a big 
physical wide receiver out of Indianapolis who really splashed onto the national 
scene by dominating at Nike's The Opening, which is one of the most prestigious 
summer camps in the country. 

Another area of strength for Notre Dame should continue to be the tight end 
position where Nic Weishar out of Chicago and Tyler Luatua out of California 
bring complementary skill sets to the table and have the kind of talent that should 
allow the strong tight end tradition to continue in South Bend. 

DeShone Kizer is the quarterback who Kelly dubbed to distribute the football 
to his new weapons. Kizer showed in multiple settings that he is a prospect on 
the rise. 


Despite a coaching change late in the process and a small class to work 
with, USC still worked miracles to bring in an elite group. In fact, on National 
Signing Day, nobody in the country closed the way Steve Sarkisian’s staff did. 
The near perfect day featured commitments from five-star ATH Adoree’ Jackson, 
five-star safety John Smith, four-star offensive guard Damien Mama, and 
a cornerback from Florida named Lamont Simmons. 

Jackson is a transcendent type of talent who has Olympic level ability in the 
long jump — and you may see him at cornerback or wide receiver for the Trojans, 
Smith is an impact player at the safety position and was a major target nationally 
while Mama — all 370 pounds of him — is a force on the offensive line. 

Along with those national targets, the light 19-man class features a lot of 
the same players that Sarkisian liked while at Washington. He took four former 
Washington commits with him following the coaching change, perhaps none 
bigger than comerback Jonathan Lockett out of southern California power Mater 
Dei. 

In general though, offensive line has to be considered the strength of this 
class. Along with Mama, USC scored big landing the No. 8 OG in the country 
Toa Lobendahn, the No. 3 offensive guard in the country in Viane Talamaivao and 
a pair of high upside tackles in Jordan Austin and Chris Brown, both from within 
the state. 


With a thriving local hotbed of talent to tap into, Al Golden was able to corral 
a few offensive difference makers, led by Joseph Yearby from the powerhouse 
of Miami (Fla.) Central. Yearby, similar to Duke Johnson, is a smaller back with 
big-time ability in space and is a home run threat on every touch. 

Yearby's teammate, the 6-4, 330-pound Trevor Darling, is part of a 
loaded offensive line class, particularly at the tackle position. Darling has 
a matching bookend in KC McDermott out of West Palm Beach. The 6-6, 
300 pound McDermott is a stud athletically and fit within the top-10 tackles 
nationally. 

Defensive end Chad Thomas was another local standout from Miami's 
Booker T. Washington. He was a steady climber throughout his recruitment, 
finishing as a 247Sports five-star by National Signing Day. 

One area where Golden wasn't content to stay local was the quarterback 
position. Miami was the first to offer southern California product Brad Kaaya at 
the QB position. That evaluation paid off. Kaaya committed to the Hurricanes and 
went on to have a monster senior season, finishing as the No. 7 quarterback in 
the nation. 

Also on offense, keep an eye on Braxton Berrios out of North Carolina. The 
5-8 speedster is an early enrollee and could impact in the return game or the slot 
instantly. 
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13 Stanford 


Stanford has a different recruiting approach and different recruiting obstacles 
than almost every other school in the country but quietly David Shaw keeps brin- 
ing in talent. In 2014, he hit with some big names to go with the standard strong 
evaluations. 

The next in line at QB for Shaw is Keller Chryst, the son of San Francisco 
49ers quarterback coach Geep Chryst and the nephew of Pitt head coach Paul 
Chryst. The big, physically-gifted quarterback has the kind of football 1Q you 
would expect out of a coach's son, but he also has arguably the strongest arm 
we saw all year in 2014. He's ranked No. 3 in the nation among quarterbacks. 

Christian McCaffrey, son of former Denver Bronco WR Ed McCaffrey, is 
another youngster carving his own legacy. McCaffrey is a Top100 running back 
and was the star of practices during the Army All-American Bowl. He can do it all 
on offense. 

On defense, Solomon Thomas is the kind of physical bully that has been 
the foundation of the physical defenses on The Farm. He’s a five-star prospect 
according to 247Sports Composite and could have picked his school nationally. 

Another name to remember for the Cardinal is Bobby Okereke, a 6-3, 
muscled up linebacker that has track level speed and athleticism. 


Cr Oklahoma 


Oklahoma may be located in the midlands, but Bob Stoops has caught the 
eye of the west coast. The two biggest splash pickups of Oklahoma's 28-man 
class both came from northern California. The first was Joe Mixon. The No. 4 
all-purpose back in the nation chose the Sooners over Cal, UCLA, USC and 
just about everyone else in the country. Then came Michiah Quick, who couldn't 
have a more fitting last name. The explosive slot receiver picked OU over the 
same kind of national offer list on National Signing Day. 

Even as the Sooners cast that national net, some of their top prospects still 
came from within their own state. Steven Parker is a big, talented safety from 
in-state power Jenks. He'll have some nice battles in practice trying to read 
a talented, big and athletic quarterback from Edmond, Okla., in Justice Hansen. 

OU also got big at the wide receiver position. Arizona native Mark Andrews 
is a 6-6, 230-pound target. Dallis Todd out of La Mirada, Calif., is 6-5 210 
pounds. Maybe the most intriguing of the bunch though is Jeffery Mead, a 6-5, 
170-pounder from Tulsa Union. 


OhMias TY 


Though it didn’t make the kinds of waves and headlines that the top 5 class 
of 2013 created in Oxford, the 2014 edition was a nice follow-up that maintained 
a steady influx of talent. 

After 2013 saw Ole Miss surprise with a lot of success outside of its region, 
2013 was characterized by a return to its roots. Hugh Freeze proved in 2013 that 
he can win the state by landing the top four prospects in Mississippi. 

Offensive guard Roderick Taylor is the crown jewel of the group and has the 
potential to become an all-everything type of player on the offensive interior. His 
teammate, Breeland Speaks, is going to be an impact guy on the other side of 
the line of scrimmage. On the backend of the defense, C.J. Hampton has all the 
ability to be a special defender in Oxford. 

Markell Pack is the other big name in Mississippi that Ole Miss kept at 
home. The 6-3 wide receiver was once committed to Florida State but will in- 
stead add a big-bodied complement on the other side of developing star Laquon 
Treadwell. 


16 South Carolina 


Steve Spurrier has made a living at South Carolina drawing the top in-state 
players to Columbia. While he missed on the top ranked in-state player in 2014, 
he compensated nicely by hauling in some of the best the state of Georgia had 
to offer. 

Atlanta-area linebacker Bryson Allen-Williams is one of the nation’s most in- 
stinctive prospects, and he dominated in the U.S. Army All-American Bowl. He's 
joined by four-star defensive end Dante Sawyer and Wesley Green, a cornerback 
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ranked in the Top-15 nationally at his position. 

Spurrier didn’t exactly strike out in his home state either. The Gamecocks 
landed three of the top five in their backyard, including athletic defensive lineman 
Dexter Wideman, physical offensive guard Donell Stanley and a gamebreaking 
— type athlete in Shaq Davidson. 

South Carolina also dipped into south Florida for a couple of elite corner- 
backs in Chris Lammons and Al Harris, son of former Green Bay Packers corner 
of the same name. 


It wasn’t easy going for Charlie Strong in his shortened recruiting cycle as 
the new head coach at Texas. The Longhorns lost a handful of commitments and 
the recent surge of Texas A&M didn’t make things any easier. By Signing Day, 
Texas landed at an uncharacteristic 17th nationally, but it still kept some of the 
state's best at home. 

Quarterback Jerrod Heard is an athletic prospect that is still a passer first 
and finished ranked as the No. 2 dual-threat quarterback in the country. Defen- 
sive end Derick Roberson out of San Antonio was the only signee rated higher 
nationally. 

At wide receiver, Armanti Foreman is an explosive, quick-twitch option 
at wide receiver. He is dynamic with the ball in his hands. He is joined by his 
brother D’Onta Foreman, a bigger-bodied running back. 

While most of the Longhorn commits hail from the state of Texas, Strong 
did start to extend his recruiting footprint by dipping into places like Louisiana 
for small but instinctive cormerback Jermaine Roberts and Florida for defensive 
tackle Chris Nelson. 

The biggest Strong get though came from four-star defensive tackle Poona 
Ford out of South Carolina, a prospect that would've been Louisville bound if not 
for Strong's job change. 


The 2014 recruiting class for Clemson has to start at the quarterback posi- 
tion. That's where you'll find Deshaun Watson, the 247Sports Composite No. 1 
dual-threat quarterback in the nation. The record-breaking passer from Georgia 
is exactly the kind of talent that offensive coordinator Chad Morris can mold into 
a production machine. 

Fortunately, Watson is going to have plenty of weapons to distrubute the 
ball to in Clemson's spread offense. Artavis Scott may be the best of the bunch. 
Scott is a 5-10 wide receiver that is a game-breaker athletically but has a techni- 
cian’s mentality as a route-runner as well. 

Kyrin Preaster, Trevion Thompson and Demarre Kitt are all bigger bodied 
receivers (6-1 or over) all rated in the four-star range, which should give Watson 
a diverse array of future options. 

Another future weapon of note is tight end Milan Richard out of Georgia. The 
6-2, 232-pound specimen has the kind of bloodlines you love — he’s the nephew 
of Herschel Walker. 

On defense, linebackers Korie Rogers and Richard Yeargin pace the group. 
Both are ranked within the Top-20 nationally among outside linebackers. Yeargin, 
a one-time Notre Dame commit, joins Scott as your annual big-name steals out 
of the state of Florida by Dabo Swinney. 


UCLA only signed 18 prospects, but a deep group of wide receivers, 
defensive backs and linebackers should make this relatively small class have 
plenty of impact. 

At wide receiver, Austin Roberts is the highest ranked of the group and he 
brings size (6-2, 211 pounds) and elite speed and athleticism. Jordan Lasley was 
a senior riser that became one of Los Angeles’ most explosive players. Alex Van 
Dyke is another big body at 6-4 with serious pedigree as the son of 1996 second 
round NFL draft pick of the same name. 

At linebacker, Texas native Zach Whitley was a late steal from Alabama's 


commitment list. Kenny Young was a big pickup from right out of LSU's back 
yard. Both are four-star linebackers. 
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Another big steal was defensive tackle Matt Dickerson, a one-time Notre 
Dame commit. Four-star defensive back Jaleel Wadood who was committed to 
Arizona State and Cal before the Bruins, was a nice pickup. 

The player with maybe the best upside of anyone on the UCLA signee list is 
6-8 offensive tackle Kolton Miller. The Roseville, Calif., native has NFL size and 
athleticism. 


Though Michigan finished barely inside the Top 20, the Wolverines still 
managed a No. 2 finish in the Big Ten — and that came with only 16 prospects 
coming aboard. 

You can't talk about Michigan without first mentioning Jabrill Peppers, the 
all-everything, do-everything athlete out of Paramus (N.J.) Catholic. Peppers was 
the jewel of Michigan's 2014 group. He's likely a defensive back for the Wolver- 
ines but was ranked as the No. 3 overall prospect in the country. 

At quarterback, the Wolverines look to be pointed in a decidedly pro-style 
direction with the addition of 6-6, 220-pound signal-caller Wilton Speight out of 
Richmond, Va. One of Speight’s top future targets is an athletic 6-4 ‘go get it’ kind 
of talent named Drake Harris, Tight end lan Bunting (6-6) will also be a big part 
of the offensive future in Ann Arbor as the No. 6-ranked tight end in the nation 
per 247Sports. 

Michigan may be getting its biggest boost in the trenches. Utah native Bryan 
Mone has a chance to be dominant at defensive tackle. He has all kinds of size 
and toughness that he brings to the table. On the other side of the ball, East 
Lake, Fla. native Mason Cole has the look of a three-year starter at either tackle 
or guard. 


O 


OREGON 


Whether it's under Chip Kelly or Mark Helfrich, Oregon has become as 
synonymous with elite skill players as it has with bright flashy uniforms. The 2014 
class is no different and five-star running back Royce Freeman is the biggest 
impact player among them. Freeman is the nation’s most physically impres- 
sive body at running back. He has drawn comparison’s to Jonathan Stewart in 
Oregon circles. 

If the 5-11, 215-pound Freeman is the thunder in Oregon's future backfield, 
Tony James is the lightning. Oregon went all the way to Gainesville, Fla., to lure 
James to the Pacific Northwest and he brings all kinds of speed. James has 
been clocked at as fast as 10.5 in the 100 meters. 

At quarterback, Oregon offered and accepted a commitment from Morgan 
Mahalak prior to his senior season, which was prior to him ever starting a varsity 
football game. Mahalak backed up Cal freshman starter Jard Goff as a junior. 

As a senior though, Mahalak proved the Oregon coaches right, passing for 38 
touchdowns to only four interceptions and piling up almost 3,000 yards through 
the air, 

Two other names of note that were big gets for the Ducks were four-star 
wide receiver Jalen Brown and four-star cornerback Arrion Springs. Brown is as 
polished as any wide receiver in the nation, while Springs is an athletic, physical 
cornerback that continues Oregon's presence in Texas. 


Kentucky 


Along with Tennessee, Kentucky is the only other program to land in the 
Top 25 of the 247Sports Composite team rankings without a winning record in 
2013. Head coach Mark Stoops has high schoolers believing in the future of the 
program, particularly as it relates to the in-state standouts. 

Kentucky landed four huge commitments from within its own state during the 
2014 cycle. 

Quarterback Drew Barker chose the Wildcats despite offers from many 
of the big name programs around the country. His commitment created major 
momentum in Lexington and helped pave the way for the late commtment of 
Matt Elam, a 6-5, 370-plus pound defensive tackle from Elizabethown, Ky. Elam 
chose the Wildcats over Alabama, Ohio State and Notre Dame. Finally, four-star 
defensive end Lloyd Tubman decommitted from Penn State late to add a big 
National Signing Day boost. 
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Along with those big in-state wins, Kentucky has become a major factor 
in the state of Ohio under Stoops. Eleven of the Wildcats’ 28 signees hail from 
Ohio. Highest ranked among them is safety Darius West, the No. 10 player in the 
state, according to 247Sports Composite. 


Since Todd Graham has taken over at Arizona State, the Sun Devils have 
become a fixture in Los Angeles on the recruiting scene. Even with that success, 
some of Arizona State's best signees in 2014 hail from the northern part of the 
state, notably linebacker Derik Calhoun. Calhoun is a four-star that is limited from 
a size standpoint, but is one of the nation's biggest hitters. 

Calhoun brings a teammate with him to Tempe in Jalen Harvey. Harvey is 
an ultra-productive wide receiver who brings tremendous ball-skills and big play 
ability to Arizona State’s spread offense. There are two other dangerous wide 
receivers of note coming on board. Tyler Whiley is smooth 6-1 target ranked 
among the Top 10 players from Arizona. Eric Lauderdale comes to Tempe as 
247Sports' No. 3 wide receiver from the JC ranks. 

Novato, Calif., quarterback Manny Wilkins is one of two signal-callers to join 
the fold. The other is Coltin Gerhart, the younger brother of NFL running back 
Toby Gerhart. Both are athletic with lots of upside. 

Another intriguing prospect with athletic upside is Kalen Ballage. The 6-2, 
215-pound Ballage could project to a lot of positions due to his rare size and 
athleticism, but he hopes to play running back for the Sun Devils and is expected 
to be given that opportunity. 


Penn State 


Under James Franklin, get ready for Penn State to be near the top of the re- 
cruiting rankings on a regular basis. Franklin worked furiously on the 2014 class, 
piecing together the No. 3 ranking in the Big Ten — and he had less than 
a month to accomplish that. 

Saeed Blacknall, Chris Godwin and De’Andre Thompkins are all four-star 
wide receivers that signed with the Nittany Lions, with Blacknall joining the fold 
after Franklin's arrival. Tight end Mike Gesicki is another key prospect that the 
new staff was able to keep committed. The 6-5, 236-pounder has an elite basket- 
ball background and the size and athleticism to be special. 

Included in the 25-man class for Penn State are five prospects that were 
previously committed to Franklin at Vanderbilt, led by dual-threat quarterback 
Trace McSorley. McSorley is one of two quarterbacks committed to the Nittany 
Lions. The other, Michael 0’Connor, enrolled early and has already gotten 
valuable spring practice reps. 

Penn State also showed its national pull by landing Koa Farmer out of 
California. The four-star could project to safety or linebacker in the Big Ten 
and had one of the best senior seasons in southern California. 


\25 Michigan State 


It took until April before Michigan State's signing class was complete. Five-star 
defensive end Malik McDowell finally ended the drama and joined the fold after 
wavering between the Spartans, Michigan, Ohio State and Florida State. His 6-7, 
290-pound frame places him among the nation’s top defensive linemen. 

McDowell will have company heading to East Lansing with him. Craig 
Evans, a four-star defensive tackle out of Wisconsin, adds more strength 
to the defensive front. Meanwhile Montae Nicholson, a big-bodied four-star 
safety out of Pennsylvania, brings a national name to the back end of the 
defense. 

Offensively, Michigan State's blue collar persona will stay in tact. Head 
coach Mark Dantonio landed the nation’s No. 2 center in Brian Allen, and the top 
fullback in the country in four-star Gerald Owens. A pair of 6-1 running backs will 
keep things physical as well. Vayante Copeland is a Top-20 prospect in Ohio, and 
Madre London hails from the same high school that produced Wisconsin's James 
White and North Carolina's Giovanni Bernard. 

Even the special teams got attention in this Michigan State group. The 
Spartans landed the No. 1 punter in the country in Jake Hartbarger from Ohio. 
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TOP 100 PLAYERS 


Rk. Name 

. Leonard Fournette RB 
. Myles Garrett 
. Jabrill Peppers ATH 
. Cameron Robinson OT 
. Da'Shawn Hand SDE 
. Quin Blanding $s 

. Adoree’ Jackson CB 
. Speedy Noil WR 
. Tony Brown CB 
. Kyle Allen PRO 
. Andrew Brown OT 
. Marlon Humphrey CB 
. Dalvin Cook RB 
. Jalen Tabor CB 
. Rashaan Evans OLB 
. Bo Scarbrough ATH 
. Malachi Dupre WR 
. Lorenzo Carter 

. Sony Michel 

. John Smith 

. Joe Mixon 

. Raekwon McMillan 
, Roc Thomas 

. Ermon Lane 

. Solomon Thomas 
. Chad Thomas 

. Damian Prince 

. Clifton Garrett 

. Tre’ Williams 

. KO Cannon 

. Jamal Adams 

. Malik McDowell 

. Nick Chubb 

. Gerald Willis 

. Damon Webb 

. Josh Malone 

. Royce Freeman 

. Damien Mama 

. Christian Miller 

. Jalen Hurd 

. Deshaun Watson 

. Edward Paris $ 

. Travis Rudolph WR 
. Joseph Yearby RB 
. Ke McDermott OT 
. Elijah Hood RB 


SCceoNnoOonekrnwon = 


RB 


APB 
ILB 
RB 
WR 
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Pos Ht. 


6-1 


WDE 6-4 


61 
6-7 
6-4 
6-2 


Wt 
226 
240 
205 
335 
265 
200 


5-9.5 182 
510.5 176 


6-0 
6-3 
6-4 
6-41 
5-11 
6-1 
6-3 
6-2 


188 
200 
282 
175 
190 
182 
220 
225 


6-2.5 187 


5-11 


6-2 
6-2 
5-11 
6-3 


6-5 
6-2 
6-3 
6-0 
6-0 
6-7 
5-11 
6-3 
5-11 
62 


WDE 6-5 232 


205 


ATH 6-1 200 


195 
242 
196 
193 


SDE 6-2.5 258 
WDE 6-5 


240 
295 
228 
237 
162 
199 
290 
216 
275 
180 
191 


5-11.5 215 


6-4 
6-4 
63 


DUAL 6-3 


6-41 
6-1 
5-9 
6-6 
51 


370 
222 
230 
200 
190 
185 
190 
300 
222 


High School/Hometown 

St. Augustine/New Orleans, LA 
James Martin/Arlington, TX 
Paramus Catholic/Paramus, NJ 
West Monroe/West Monroe, LA 
Woodbridge/Woodbridge, VA 
Bayside/Virginia Beach, VA 
Junipero Serra/Gardena, CA 
Edna Karr/New Orleans, LA 
Ozen/Beaumont, TX 

Desert Mountain/Scottsdale, AZ 
Oscar Smith/Chesapeake, VA 
Hoover/Birmingham, AL 

Miami Central/Miami, FL 


Friendship Academy/Washington, DC Florida 


Aubum/Auburn, AL 

IMG Academy/Bradenton, FL 

John Curtis/New Orleans, LA 
Norcross/Norcross, GA 

American Heritage/Fort Lauderdale, FL 
Long Beach Poly/Long Beach, CA 
Freedom/Oakley, CA 

Liberty County/Hinesville, GA 
Oxford/Oxtord, AL 
Homestead/Homestead, FL 
Coppell/Coppell, TX 

Booker T, Washington/Miami, FL 
Bishop McNamara/District Heights, MD 
Plainfield South/Plainfield, 1L 

St. Paul's Episcopal/Mobile, AL 
Mount Pleasant/Mount Pleasant, TX 
Hebron/Carrollton, TX 
Southfield/Southfield, MI 
Cedartown/Cedartown, GA 

Edna Karr/New Orleans, LA 

Cass Technical/Detroit, Ml 

Station Camp/Gallatin, TN 
Imperial/Imperial, CA 

St. John Bosco/Bellflower, CA 
Spring Valley/Columbia, SC 
Beech/Hendersonville, TN 
Gainesville/Gainesville, GA 
Mansfield Timberview/Arlington, TX 
Cardinal Newman/West Palm Beach, FL 
Miami Centra/Miami, FL 

Palm Beach Central/West Palm Beach, FL 
Charlotte Catholic/Charlotte, NC 


Rk. Name 


47. 


48. 


49. 
50. 


. Keller Chryst 
. Marshon Lattimore CB 6-0 
. Nyles Morgan 
. Dante Booker 
. Budda Baker 
. Michiah Quick 
. Nick Harvey 

. Jamarco Jones 
. Curtis Samuel 
. Jeff Jones 

. Todd Kelly $ 
. Quenton Nelson 

. Braden Smith 

. Derick Roberson 
. Travonte Valentine 
. Erick Smith $ 


School 

LSU 

Texas A&M 
Michigan 
Alabama 
Alabama 
Virginia 
USC 

Texas A&M 
Alabama 
Texas A&M 
Virginia 
Alabama 
Florida State 


Alabama 
Alabama 
LSU 
Georgia 
Georgia 
USC 
Oklahoma 
Ohio State 
Auburn 
Florida State 
Stanford 
Miami 
Maryland 
LSU 

Auburn 
Baylor 

LSU 
Michigan State 
Georgia 
Florida 

Ohio State 
Tennessee 
Oregon 

USC 
Alabama 
Tennessee 
Clemson 
LSU 

Florida State 
Miami 
Miami 
North Carolina 


. Drake Harris 

, Artavis Scott 

. Malkom Parrish 

|. Ronnie Clark 

. Jacob Pugh 

. Jerrod Heard 

. Kain Daub 

. Ross Pierschbacher OT 6-4 290 

. Brandon Harris 

. Johnnie Dixon 

. Thomas Holley 

. Trey Quinn 

. David Cornwell 

, Jalyn Holmes 

. Bijhon Jackson 

. Casey Tucker 

. Allen Lazard 

. Cameron Sims 

. Josh Frazier 

. Viane Talamaivao 

. Dylan Sumner-Gardner $ 

. Arrion Springs 

. Frank Iheanacho 

|. Brian Wallace 

. Christian McCaffrey APB 

. Zach Whitley 

. Trevor Darling 

. Justin Brent 

. Dillon Bates 

. C.J. Hampton $ 

. Demetrius Knox 

. Garrett Brumfield 

. Derrick Nnadi 
100. 


Pos Ht Wt 
0G 6-3.5 305 
Will Grier PRO 6-2 190 
Davion Hall ATH 6-3 186 
Laurence Jones S 6-2 220 
PRO 6-4 220 
175 
ILB 6-1 225 
OLB 6-3 212 
ATH 5-9 174 
ATH 6-0 170 
CB 5-9 175 
OT 6-5 290 
ATH 6-0 185 
RB 5-11 196 
511.75 188 
OT 6-5 295 
0G 6-6 290 
SDE 6-3.5 235 
DT 6:3 338 
6-1 185 
WR 6-4 180 
WR 5-10 175 
CB 5-9 186 
OLB 6-2.5 215 
OLB 6-4 221 
DUAL 6-2.5 190 
ILB 6-3 234 


Roderick Taylor 


DUAL 6-2.5 193 
WR 5-10 187 
DT 6-4 285 
WR 6-1 200 
PRO 6-5 241 
WDE 6-5 225 
DT 6-1.75 334 
OT 66 270 
WR 6-4.5 207 
WR 6-4 
DT 6-3 
0G 6-3 
6-1 
5-11 
6-6 
6-6 
6-0 
6-2 
6-4.5 327 
6-3 190 
6-3 220 
6-1 195 
6-4 294 
6-3.5 272 
6-1 305 
65 215 


CB 
WR 
oT 


ILB 
oT 
WR 
OLB 


0G 
0G 
oT 


Dalton Schultz TE 


High School/Hometown 
Callaway/Jackson, MS 

Davidson Day/Davidson, NC 
Liberty-Eylau/Texarkana, TX 
Neville/Monroe, LA 

Palo Alto/Palo Alto, CA 
Glenville/Cleveland, OH 
Crete-Monee/Crete, IL 

St. Vincent-St. Mary/Akron, OH 
Bellevue/Bellevue, WA 

Central East/Fresno, CA 
Travis/Richmond, TX 

De La Salle Institute/Chicago, IL 
Erasmus Hall/Brooklyn, NY 
Washburn/Minneapolis, MN 

Webb School of Knoxville/Knoxville, TN 
Red Bank Catholic/Red Bank; NU 
Olathe South/Olathe, KS 

William J. Brennan/San Antonio, TX 


School 

Ole Miss 
Florida 
Baylor 
Alabama 
Stanford 
Ohio State 
Notre Dame 
Ohio State 
Washington 
Oklahoma 
Texas A&M 
Ohio State 
Ohio State 
Minnesota 
Tennessee 
Notre Dame 
Auburn 
Texas 


Champagnat Catholic - Hialeah/Hialeah, FL LSU 


Glenville/Cleveland, OH 

Grand Rapids Christian/Grand Rapids, Ml 
East Lake/Tarpon Springs, FL 
Brooks County/Quitman, GA 
Calera/Calera, AL 

Amos P. Godby/Tallahassee, FL 
Guyer/Denton, TX 
Sandalwood/Jacksonville, FL 
Cedar Falls/Cedar Falls, IA 
Parkway/Bossier City, LA 
Dwyer/Palm Beach Gardens, FL 
Abraham Lincoln/Brooklyn, NY 
Barbe/Lake Charles, LA 
Norman North/Norman, OK 
Lake Taylor/Norfolk, VA 

El Dorado/El Dorado, AR 
Hamilton/Chandler, AZ 
Urbandale/Urbandale, 1A 
Ouachita Parish/Monroe, LA 
Har-Ber/Springdale, AR 
Centennial/Corona, CA 

West Mesquite/Mesquite, TX 
Roosevelt/San Antonio, TX 
Westside/Houston, TX 


Ohio State 
Michigan 
Clemson 
Georgia 
Alabama 
Florida State 
Texas 
Florida State 
Alabama 
LSU 

Ohio State 
Florida 
LSU 
Alabama 
Ohio State 
Arkansas 
Stanford 
lowa State 
Alabama 
Alabama 
USC 

Boise State 
Oregon 
Texas A&M 


Christian Brothers College/Saint Louis, MO Arkansas 


Valor Christian/Littleton, CO 

North Shore/Houston, TX 

Miami Central/Miami, FL 
Speedway/Indianapolis, IN 

Ponte Vedra/Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 
Meridian/Meridian, MS 

All Saints Episcopal/Fort Worth, TX 
University Lab/Baton Rouge, LA 
Ocean Lakes/Virginia Beach, VA 
Bingham/South Jordan, UT 
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Stanford 
UCLA 
Miami 
Notre Dame 
Tennessee 
Ole Miss 
Ohio State 
LSU 

Florida State 
Stanford 


100 FOR 2015 


TOP 100 PLAYERS 


. Trent Thompson 
. Kevin Toliver Il 
. Martez Ivey 
. CeCe Jefferson 
. Mitch Hyatt 
. Josh Rosen 
. Iman Marshall 
. Kendall Sheffield 
. Malik Jefferson 
. Daylon Mack 
. Torrance Gibson 
. Rasheem Green 
. Josh Sweat 
|. Daron Payne 
. George Campbell 
. Byron Cowart 
. Derwin James 
. Shy Tuttle 
. Tim Settle 
. Ricky Town 
. Justin Hilliard 
. Damien Harris 
. Terry Godwin 
. Terry Beckner Jr. 
. Maea Teuhema 
. John Houston 
. Chuma Edoga 
. Kyler Murray 
. Keisean Lucier-South 
. Minkah Fitzpatrick 
. Damarkus Lodge 
. Tarvarus McFadden 
. Jalin Barnett 
. Kerryon Johnson 
. Christian Kirk 
._ darrett Stidham 
. Jeffery Holland 
. Jashon Cornell 
. Jerome Baker 
. Canton Kaumatule 
. Calvin Ridley 
Tyron Johnson 

. Mekhi Brown 

4. Preston Williams 
. Jamal Peters 
. Jacques Patrick 


OT 6-4 


CB 62 


OT 646 
SDE 6-2 
OT 6-5.5 271 

6-4 205 
CB 6-1 190 
CB 5-11 180 
OLB 6-2 225 
DT 6-2 310 
DUAL6-4 200 
OT 65 
WDE 6-5 

6-2 

6-3 

6-4 

6-2 

6-3 

6-3 

6-4 

6-2 

5-11 

6-0 

6-4 

6-4.5 346 

63 211 

6-4 276 
DUAL 5-11 170 
WDE 6-5 215 


6-0 185 


6-2.5 190 

6-3 198 

6-4 315 

6-0 200 
WR 5-11 197 
DUAL 6-3.5 190 
OLB 6-2 230 
WDE 6-4 270 
ATH 6-1 205 
SDE 6-6.5 275 
WR 6-2 170 
WR 6-4 191 
WDE 6-6 230 
WR 6-4 190 
S$ 63 200 
RB 6-1.5 220 
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High School/Hometown School 
Westover/Albany, GA 

Trinity Christian Academy/Jacksonville, FL LSU 
Apopka/Apopka, FL 

Baker County Senior/Glen Saint Mary, FL_ 

North Gwinnett/Suwanee, GA 

St. John Bosco/Bellflower, CA 

Long Beach Poly/Long Beach, CA 

Fort Bend Marshall/Missouri City, TX 
Poteet/Mesquite, TX 
Gladewater/Gladewater, TX 

American Heritage/Fort Lauderdale, FL 
Junipero Serra/Gardena, CA 

Oscar Smith/Chesapeake, VA 

Shades Valley Sch/Birmingham, AL 
East Lake/Tarpon Springs, FL 


Clemson 
UCLA 


Texas A&M 


 Armwood/Seffner, FL 


Haines City Senior/Haines City, FL Florida State 
North Davidson/Lexington, NC 


Stonewall Jackson/Manassas, VA 


| St. Bonaventure/Ventura, CA 


St. Xavier/Cincinnati, OH 

Madison Southern/Berea, KY 
Callaway/Hogansville, GA 

East St Louis/East Saint Louis, IL 
Keller/Keller, TX 

Junipero Serra/Gardena, CA 
McEachern/Powder Springs, GA 
Allen/Allen, TX 

Lutheran - Orange County/Orange, CA 
St. Peters Prep/Jersey City, NU 
Cedar Hill/Cedar Hill, TX 

American Heritage/Fort Lauderdale, FL 
Lawton/Lawton, OK 

‘Madison Academy/Madison, AL 
Saguaro/Scottsdale, AZ 
Stephenville/Stephenville, TX 

Trinity Christian Academy/Jacksonville, FL 
Cretin Derham Hall/Saint Paul, MN 
Benedictine/Cleveland, OH 


Alabama 


Auburn 


‘Texas Tech 


-Punahou/Honolulu, HI 


Monarch/Pompano Beach, FL Alabama 
Warren Easton/New Orleans, LA 
Carver/Columbus, GA 
Lovejoy/Hampton, GA 
Bassfield/Bassfield, MS 


Timber Creek/Orlando, FL 


Alabama 
_ Tennessee 


. Name 
. Kahlil McKenzie 
. Aliz’e Jones 
. Sterling Jenkins 
. Taj Griffin 
. Javon Patterson 
. Shameik Blackshear 
. Jacob Daniel 
. Soso Jamabo 
. Jalen Dalton 
Breiden Fehoko 
. Christian Wilkins 
. Albert Huggins 
. Tyrek Cole 
60. Deionte Thompson 
. Marvell Tell 
. Brian Cole 
. Rashad Roundtree 
. Dexter Williams 
. Drew Richmond 
. Ricky DeBerry 
. Jake Fruhmorgen 
. Leo Lewis 
. Natrez Patrick 
70. Alex Ofodile 
. Roquan Smith 
. Desherrius Flowers 
. Lester Cotton 
. Matthew Burrell 
. Stanley Norman 
5. Ronald Jones I 
. Deon Cain 
. Nick Brossette 
. Blake Barnett 
. Osa Masina 
. Jordan Scarlett 
Da'Vante Phillips 
. Eric Glover-Williams 
. Larry Scott 
. Jonathan Ledbetter 
. Clelin Ferrell 
. Tristen Hoge 


. Shawn Burgess-Becker A 


. Derrius Guice 

. Hjalte Froholdt 

. Richie Petitbon 

. Brady White 

. DeChaun Holiday 

. Equanimeous St. Brown 

. Michael Weber 

. Keenan Walker 

. Eric Swinney 

. Hale Hentges 
99. Garrett Taylor 
100. Shaun Crawford 


OT 6-4 
TE 6-4 
OT 6-8 
APB 5-10 

0G 6-4 290 

WDE 6-5 240 

DT 6-4 310 

RB 6-3 210 

WDE 6-5 220 

6-3 290 

290 

279 

170 

181 

175 

190 

195 

192 

320 

6-2.5 245 

6-5 280 

ILB 6-3 225 

WDE 6-3 220 

6-3 185 

6-2 205 

212 

6-4 325 

6-6 290 

6-0 180 

6-0 185 

6-1 190 

6-0 207 

6-3.5 195 

6-4 218 

5-10 197 

6-1.5 197 

5-11 165 

6-0 205 

SDE 6-4 265 

WDE 6-5 225 

6-5 287 
61 
5-10 


5-10 

6-6 

5-10 

66 2 
6-1 

5-9.5 170 


Warren G Harding/Warren, OH 


High School/Hometown School 
De La Salle/Concord, CA 

Bishop Gorman/Las Vegas, NV 
Baldwin/Pittsburgh, PA 
McEachern/Powder Springs, GA 
Petal/Petal, MS 

Bluffton/Bluffton, SC 

Clovis North/Clovis, CA 

Plano West/Plano, TX 

West Forsyth/Clemmons, NC 
Farrington/Honolulu, HI 

Suffield Academy/Suffield, CT 
Orangeburg-Wilkinson/Orangeburg, SC 
Miramar/Hollywood, FL 

West Orange-Stark/Orange, TX 
Crespi/Encino, CA 
Heritage/Saginaw, Ml 
Lakeside/Evans, GA 

West Orange/Winter Garden, FL 
Memphis University SchoolMemphis, TN 
St. Christopher's School/Richmond, VA 
Plant/Tampa, FL 
Brookhaven/Brookhaven, MS 
Mays/Atlanta, GA 

Rock Bridge/Columbia, MO 
Macon County/Montezuma, GA 
Vigor/Mobile, AL 

Central Sch/Tuscaloosa, AL 

C.D. HyltonWoodbridge, VA 
Junipero Serra/Gardena, CA 
MoKinney North/Mckinney, TX 
Tampa Bay Tech/Tampa, FL 
University Lab/Baton Rouge, LA 
Santiago/Corona, CA 
Brighton/Salt Lake City, UT 

St. Thomas Aquinas/Fort Lauderdale, FL 
Miami Central/Miami, FL 
Mckinley/Canton, OH 
Hubbard/Hubbard, OH 
Tucker/Tucker, GA 
Benedictine/Richmond, VA _ 
Highland/Pocatello, ID 
Monarch/Pompano Beach, FL 
Catholic/Baton Rouge, LA 


South Carolina 


Texas Tech 


Florida State 
Alabama 


Miami 


Clemson 
‘Alabama 


Oklahoma State 


LSU 
Notre Dame 


Florida Atlantic 


Ohio State 


Alabama 


Notre Dame 
Alabama 


Arkansas 
Gonzaga/Washington, DC Alabama 
Hart/Newhall, CA 
Mission Hills/San Marcos, CA 
Servite/Anaheim, CA 
Cass Technical/Detroit, Ml 
Chaparral/Scottsdale, AZ 
Sandy Creek/Tyrone, GA 
‘Helias/Jefferson City, MO 
St. Christopher's School/Richmond, VA 
_ St. Edward/Lakewood, OH 


Michigan 
Michigan 
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TOP 5 PLAYERS 
BY POSITION 


Quarterback Defensive Tackle 


Kyle Allen Texas A&M Andrew Brown Virginia 
Deshaun Watson Clemson Gerald Willis Florida 
Will Grier Florida Travonte Valentine LSU 
Keller Chryst Stanford Thomas Holley Florida 
Jerrod Heard Texas Bijhon Jackson Arkansas 


Running Back Defensive End 


Leonard Fournette LSU Myles Garrett Texas A&M 
Dalvin Cook Florida Da’Shawn Hand Alabama 
Sony Michel Georgia Lorenzo Carter Georgia 
Joe Mixon Oklahoma Solomon Thomas Stanford 
Roc Thomas Auburn Chad Thomas Miami 


Wide Receiver Linebacker 


Speedy Noil Texas A&M Rashaan Evans Alabama 
Malachi Dupree LSU Raekwon McMillan Ohio State 
Ermon Lane Florida State Clifton Garrett LSU 
KD Cannon Baylor Tre’ Williams Auburn 
Josh Malone Tennessee Christian Miller Alabama 


Tight End Defensive Back 


Dalton Schultz Stanford Quin Blanding Virginia 
Bryce Dixon USC Adoree’ Jackson Virginia 
Jeb Blazevich Georgia Tony Brown Alabama 
Jacory Washington LSU Marlon Humphrey Alabama 
Daniel Helm Tennessee Jalen Tabor Florida 


Offensive Line Athlete 


Cameron Robinson Alabama Jabrill Peppers Michigan 
Damian Prince Maryland Bo Scarbrough Alabama 
Damien Mama USC John Smith USC 
Ke McDermott Miami Jalen Hurd Tennessee 
Roderick Taylor Ole Miss Davion Hall Baylor 
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TOP 5 SCHOOLS 
BY POSITION 


Quarterback "3. Ohio State 


m1. Texas A&M Bide Miami 

"2. Virginia Tech aScciNothe: Dame 
©3. Miami Defensive Line 
™4. Arizona State 

™5. Stanford 


1. Florida 

™2. Florida State 
@1. Georgia m4. Texas A&M 
2. Oklahoma © 5. Tennessee 


@3. LSU Linebacker 
"4. Virginia Tech 


©1. Alabama 
“5. Oklahoma State 


™2. Ohio State 
Wide Receiver = 3. Florida State 
@1. Baylor m4. Tennessee 
m2. Texas A&M ™5. Stanford 
™3. Ohio State 
m4. LSU 
m5. Clemson 


Defensive backs 


© 1. Ohio State 
m2. Alabama 
Tight End =3. USC 
"1. Notre Dame | 4. Auburn 
™2. Tennessee © 5. Tennessee 
®3. Florida Sate 
© 4. Clemson 
"5. Boise State 


Athlete 


®1. Ohio State 
™2. Tennessee 
©™©3. Baylor 
©1. Alabama m4. Alabama 
2. USC m5. UCLA 


Offensive Line 
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Nov.22 at Ohio State Nov.15 at Minnesota 
Nov.29. PURDUE Nov. 22 INDIANA 
Nov.29 MICHIGAN 
NORTHERN IOWA PENN STATE 
BALL STATE Aug.90. vs. UCF (Dubin, Ireland) 
IOWA STATE Sept 6 
: at Pittsburgh Sepl.13 at Rutgers 
: at Purdue Sept.20 MASSACHUSETTS 
INDIANA Sept.27 NORTHWESTERN 
at Marytand cL 11 at Michigan 
NORTHWESTERN Oct.25 OHIO STATE 
at Minnesota Nov. MARYLAND 
at lincis Nov.8 —atindana 
WISCONSIN Nov. 15 TEMPLE 
NEBRASKA Nov. 22 at llinois 
MARYLAND Nov.29 MICHIGAN STATE 
JAMES MADISON PURDUE 
at South Flotida ‘Aug.30. WESTERN MICHIGAN 
WEST VIRGINIA SepL6 CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
at Syracuse Sept. 13. vs. Notre Dame (Indianapolis) 
at Indiana Sept. 20 ILUNOIS 
OHIO STATE Sepl.27 (OWA 
OWA Oc 4 at Minois 
at Wisconsin Oct. 11 MICHIGAN STATE 
at Penn State Oct. 18 al Minnesota 
MICHIGAN STATE Nov. atNebraska 
at Michigan Nov.8 WISCONSIN 
RUTGERS Nov.22 NORTHWESTERN 
MICHIGAN Nov.29 at Indiana 
APPALACHIAN STATE RUTGERS 
at Notre Dame Aug. 28 vs. Washington State (Seattie) 
MIAMI (OH) Sept.6 HOWARD 
UTAH Sept.13. PENN STATE 
MINNESOTA Sept.20 at Navy 
al Sepl.27. TULANE 
PENN STATE Oc.4 — WICHIGAN 
al Michigan State Oct.18 at Ohio State 
INDIANA Ock.25 —atNebraska 
at Northwestem Nov.1 WISCONSIN 
MARYLAND Nov.15 INDIANA 
at Ohio State Nov.22 at Mchigan State 
Oct25 TEMPLE Aug. 28 at Venderbit OcL4 WAKE FOREST ba a ae LE Wiseieiahe 
Nov,1 at Connecticut Sept.6 NAVY Oct11 at Syracuse Oct4 PITTSBURGH ‘Avg.90 JACKSONVILLE STATE 
Nov.14 TULSA Sept.20 DELAWARE STATE Aug.30 vs, LSU (Houston) 
Nov.22 SMU Sept.27 at Connecticut Sep.6 WESTERN ILLINOIS 
Nov.28 at South Florida Oct.11 TULSA Sept 20. BOWLING GREEN 
Dec.4 at East Carolina pais se Soh SOUTH FLORIDA 
‘i at 4 at Northwestem 
CINCINNATI NEI eles Oct11 ILLINOIS 
Sept 12 TOLEDO Nov.7 MEMPHIS Oct25 MARYLAND 
Sept 20. MIAMI (OH) Now. 15 atPenn State Nov.t atRutgers 
Sept.27 at Ohio State Nov.23. CINCINNATI Nov.8 — atPurdue 
Oc.4 MEMPHIS Dec.6 at Tulane Nov. 15 NEBRASKA 
Oct if at Mami TULANE Nov.22 atlowa 
Oc.18 — atSMU Nov.28 MINNESOTA 
Oct.24 SOUTH FLORIDA Aug.28  atTusa 
Oc. 31 at Tulane Sept 6 GEORGIA TECH 
Nov.15 EAST CAROLINA SepL 13 SOUTHEASTERN LOUISIANA 
Nov.22 at Connecticut Sept.20 at Duke 
Nov.29 at Temple Sept. 27 al Rutgers BAYLOR 
Dec.6 HOUSTON ea rece host SMU 
18 at } 
CONNECTICUT, Oct 31 CINCINNATI Sopt.6 NORTHWESTERN STATE 
Aug.28 BYU Nov. atHouston seach hier 
Sept.6 STONY BROOK Nov.15 MEMPHIS Sept:27/ at lowa Sle 
Sept. 13 BOISE STATE Nov.22 at East Carolina Oct4 at Texas 
Sept. 19 at South Florida Dec.6 TEMPLE Onii TCU 
Sept. 27 TEMPLE TULSA Oct 18 at West Virginia 
Oct. 11 at Tulane Nov.) KANSAS 
Oct.23 at East Carolina Aug. 28 TULANE Nov.8 at Oklahoma 
Nov.t  UCF Sep.6 OKLAHOMA Nov.22 OKLAHOMA STATE 
Nov.8 ARMY Sept.13. at FAU Nov.29 vs. Texas Tech (Ariington, TX) 
Nov.22 CINCINNATI Sepl.27 TEXAS STATE Dec.6 KANSAS STATE 
Nov.29 at Memphis fe es JOWA STATE 
Dec.6 SMU 11 at 
Oct {8 SOUTH FLORIDA Aug.30 NORTH DAKOTA STATE 
HOUSTON Oats) atMonghis Sep6 KANSAS STATE 
Aug.23 UTSA Nov. — SMU Sept 13. allowa 
Sept. GRAMBLING STATE Nov {4 atUCE Sept.27 BAYLOR 
Sept 11 at BYU Nov.22 atHouston Oct4 at Okdahoma State 
Sepl.27 TENNESSEE TECH Nov.28 EAST CAROLINA Oct} TOLEDO 
Oc2 — UCF Oct 18 at Texas 
Oc. 11 al Memphis Nov. OKLAHOMA 
Oct 18 TEMPLE Nov.8 —atKansas 
Nov.1 at South Florida Nov.22 TEXAS TECH 
Nov.8 TULANE BOSTON COLLEGE Nov, 29 WEST VIRGINIA 
Nov.22 TULSA Dec.6 at TCU 
Nov.28 at SMU Aug. 30 lamer KANSAS 
Dec.6 at Cincnnat Sepe.6, PITTSBURGH 
Sept13 USC Sept.6 SOUTHEAST MISSOURI STATE 
MEMPHIS Sept. 20 Sept. {3 at Duke 
Aug.30 AUSTIN PEAY Sept.27 COLORADO STATE Sepl.20. CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
Sep.6 at UCLA Ocl 11 atNC State Sept.27 TEXAS. 
Sept. 20. MIDDLE TENNESSEE Oct.18 CLEMSON Oc.4 at West Virginia 
Sept.27 at Ole Miss Oct. 25. at Wake Forest Oc. 11 OKLAHOMA STATE 
Oct.4 at Cincinnati Nov.1 at Vieginia Tech Oct.18 at Texas Tech 
Oct. 11 HOUSTON Nov.9 LOUISVILLE Nov.1 atBayfor 
Oct.25 at SMU Nov.22 at Florida State Nov.8  JOWASTATE 
Oe.31 TULSA Nov.29 SYRACUSE Nov.15 TCU 
Nov.7 at Temple CLEMSON Nov.22 at Oklahoma 
Nov.15 at Tulane ; Nov.29 at Kansas State 
Nov.22 SOUTH FLORIDA bog anes ees KANSAS ST/ 
Nov.29 CONNECTICUT Sept wea 
ahs Sept.20 at Florida State Aug.30 STEPHEN F. AUSTIN 
Sept.27 NORTH CAROLINA Sept.6 at lowa State 
‘Aug.31 at Baylor Oc.4 = NCSTATE Sept 18 AUBURN 
Sept — atNorth Texas Oct. 11 LOUISVILLE Sepl27 UTEP 
Sept. 20 TEXAS A&M Oct. 18 at Boston College 
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Nov. 15 at Marshall Nov.22 SAVANNAH STATE Nov.22  WESTEANMICHYGAN (Balmer, WO) Sept. 20 
Nov.21 UTEP Nov.29 at Califomia EASTERN MICHIGAN Sept. 27 
Nov.29 at Lousiana Tech NAVY SS ons 
SOUTHERN MISS Hae CSM ETENS Oot 1 
Aug.20. vs. Ohio Stale (Batimore, MD) Sep6 al Florida Ou. 
Aug. 40 at Mississippi State Sept. at Temple Sept 13 at Od Dominion as 
Sept.6 ALCORN STATE Sept. 13 at Texas State Sept. 20 al Michigan State ani 7 
Sept 13 at Alabama Sept.20 RUTGERS Oct 4 at Akron Nov. 15 
FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL (FIU)_ sent 29 APPALACHIAN STATE Sept. 27 WESTERN KENTUCKY Oct 1 BUFFALO hres ; 
Sept27 RICE Oc 4 at Air Force Oct 18 al Massachusetts Nov.28 
Oct at Middle Tennessee Oc i1 VM Oct.25. NORTHERNILLINOIS : 
Oct 18 at Noth Texas Oct.25.  SANJOSE STATE Nov. CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
0ct25 LOUISIANA TECH Nov. ve Notre Dane Nov. 15 at Westem Michigan MOUNTAIN WEST 
Not atUTEP Nov.15 GEORGIA SOUTHERN Nov.22 atBal State 
Nov.6 MARSHALL Nov. 28 at South Alabama Nov.28 TOLEDO AIR FORCE 
ae oe ae KENT STATE fug.20 NICHOLLS STATE 
UAB Aug 30 OHIO Sepl.6 at Wyoming 
Aug.30 RICE Sepl.6  SOUTHALABAMA Sepl.13 at Georgia Sate 
Aug.90 TROY Sepl.6 MICHIGAN Sepl.13 at Ohio State Sept. 27 BOISE STATE 
Sept.6 at Mississippi State Sept. 13. vs. Purdue (indianapolis) Sept. 27 at Virginia Oct4 NAVY 
Sept. 13 ALABAMA A&M Sept.27 at Oc 4 at Northem liinois. Oct.11 al Utah State 
Sept. 27 FIU Oc.4 STANFORD Ock. 11 MASSACHUSETTS Oct 18 NEWMEXICO 
Oct. 4 at Western Kentucky Oct.11 NORTH CAROLINA Oc 18 = ARMY Nov. 1 atAmy 
Oct 11 NORTH TEXAS Oc. 18 at Florida State Oct.25 at Miami (OH) No.8 at UNLV 
Oct. 18 at Middle Tennessee Non) NAVY Nov.4 TOLEDO Nov. 15. NEVADA 
Oct 25. atArkansas Nov. 08 at Arizona State Nov. 12 at Bowling Green New.22 at San Diego Stale 
Nov. aFAU Nov.15 NORTHWESTERN Now 19 at Butlalo Nov.23. COLORADO STATE 
Nov.8 LOUISIANA TECH nas 22 LOUISVILLE Nov.25 AKRON BOISE STATE 
LE Nov.22 MARSHALL p29 at USC MASSACHUSETTS 3 
MASSACHUSETTS __ uy 28 vs. Ole Miss (Atanta) 
Peo bd Oct 25 at Souther Miss cere fug.30 BOSTON COLLEGE Sep6  COLORADOSTATE 
oe WEST VIRGINIA Novi WESTERN KENTUCKY UTEP. Sepl6 COLORADO Sept 19 at Connecticut 
acct Kiet a 8 a Aug G0 atNew Mexico Sept 13. Vander Sept 20 LOUISIANA 
Wow atBayor en tee Sepl.6 TEXAS TECH AKRON Sepl.20 et Pem State Sept 27 at Air Force 
i aile adobeieme f Sept. 13 NEW MEXICO STATE Sept.27 BOWLING GREEN Oc at Nevada 
MARSHALL Sept.27 at Kansas State ‘Aug. 28° | HOWARD Oc4 at Mami (0h) Oct 18 FRESNO STATE 
ace Aug.d0 at Mani (OH) Oc. 4 at Louisiana Tech Sepl.6. at Penn Stale Oct 11 etKent Stale Oct 25 BYU 
Aug.30 SAMFORD Sept. RHODEISLAND Oct 11 OLD DOMINION Sept.20) | MARSHALL Oct18 EASTERN MICHIGAN Nov.8 _atNew Mexico 
Sept. 13 MINNESOTA Sept 13 OHIO Oct25 al UTSA aie sheet 025 at Toleto Nov.15 SANDIEGO STATE 
Sept 27 a SMU Sept 20 at Aron Nov. SOUTHERN MISS Gatly MAES Nov.12 BALL STATE No.2 at 
Oct4 OKLAHOMA Oct.4 at Old Dominion Nov.8 al Westem Kentucky On 18 Ohio Nov.18 at Akon Nov.29  UTAHSTATE 
Oct 11 atBaylor Oeuf MIDDLE TENNESSEE Nov.15 NORTH TEXAS a Nov.28 BUFFALO COLORADO STATE 
Oct. 18 OKLAHOMA STATE Nov.21 at ice Oct 25 al Ball Sale 
O25 TEXASTECH me a Nov25_ MDOLE TENNESSEE Nov.4 BOWLING GREEN MIAMU(OH) ug 0 ia Chea mt} 
in - Nov. 11 at Butfalo Aug.30 MARSHALL Sept 6 at Bose 
ae ae ee Nov.B_ at Souter Miss UTSA Nov. 18 MASSACHUSETTS Sept 6 EASTERN KENTUCKY Sept 13. UCDAMIS 
ions aKa Now. 15 RICE Aug. 29 atHouston Nov.25. atKent State Sept. 13 at Michigan Sept.27 at Boston College 
Nano eaten Nov, 22 at UAB Sep.4 ARIZONA BALL STATE Sept. 20 at Cincinnati Oc4 TULSA 
Dec’ IOWASTATE N22 WESTER KENTUCKY, Sept 13 at Oiahoma Site I, ae Oc. 11 atNevada 
MIDDLE TENNESSEE Sept.27 al FAU fug.50 COLGATE Oci4  WASSACHUSETTS Oc. 18 UTAHSTATE 
WR hug 30 SAVANNAH STATE Oc.$ —NEWMEXICO Sk Che Oct. 11 at Akron Oc.25 WYOMING 
Aug.30 NORTH TEXAS Senl6 alMnnesola Ott FU SG Sa NENA STATE Oct 18 at Northem linois Nov} atSan Jose State 
Sept. BYU Sept 13. WESTERN KENTUCKY Oct. 18 at Louisiana Tech Sep) sided Oct. 25 KENTSTATE Nov.8.— HAWAll 
Sept. 13 vs. UCLA (Arington, TX) 20 at Memphis Oct.25. UTEP So Ae 8 No Nov. WESTERN MICHIGAN Nov.22 NEWMEXICO 
Sept. 27 atKansas Rape pie Nov.8 alice Pe Ses nan Nov.15 at Central Michigan Nov.29 at Ar Force 
Oc.4 BAYLOR Rie Meenas Now.15 SOUTHERN miss Ori 18. 9 Cental Mctigan Now.25 OHIO FRESNO STATE 
cL 25 AKRON 
Oct. 11 vs. Oklahoma (Dallas) Marshall Nov, 22 al Wester Kentucky NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
Oct. 18 _IOWASTATE Oe he Gt Nov.29. NORTH TEXAS Nov.5. NORTHERN ILLINOIS Auy.30 at USC 
ee ole Ock18 UAB Nov. 12 at Massachusets Aug.28 PRESBYTERIAN Sept atUiah 
Naaaatae tone Nov.1 BYU WESTERN KENTUCKY Nov.22 EASTERN MICHIGAN Sept.6 _etNorthwestern Sept 13 NEBRASKA 
APO ies VER Nov.15 at FiU Aug. BOWLING GREEN Now. 28 at Bowing Green Sept. 13 at UNLV Sept. 20. SOUTHERN UTAH 
Novi6. at Oahoma Stata Now.22 FA Sept 6 at lincis BOWLING GREEN Sept. 20 at Arkansas Sept 27 at New Mexioo 
Nev 27 TCU Nov.29 at UTEP Sept 13. at Middle Tennessee Oct4 KENT STATE Oct 4 SANDIEGO STATE 
: NORTH TEXAS Sept.27 at Navy Aug 9°" WESTERN KENTUCKY Oct 11 CENTRAL MICHIGAN Oct 11 at UNLV 
TEXAS TECH Sep. Vl Od.18 at Boise Stale 
Mew Lidlem Oct4 UAB Oct 18 MIAMI (OH) 
Aug.90 CENTRAL ARKANSAS Soe SMU Ock 18 al FAU agra Oct 25 taster Mctigan Nov. WYOMING 
Sepl.6 at UTEP 1h. LOUISIANA TECH Oct 25 OLD DOMINION sees seen Nov. atBall Stale Nov.8  SANJOSE STATE 
Sept. 13. ARKANSAS oe Nov.1 at Louisiana Tech Sept. 27 at Massachusetts Nov. 11 TOLEDO Nov.22  atNeveda 
Sept. 25 at Okehoma State aan ag ak Now 8 UTEP pet ano Now. 18 at Ohio Nov.23. AWA 
a a i So i 
Oc.18 KANSAS pele Gees Ts Nov.28 at Marshall Noy.4" at Akron eu Aug.20 WASHINGTON 
ara est Oc 25 ative ; Nov. 12 KENTSTATE Aug. 30 at Kent State Sepl.6 OREGON STATE 
Rae baie No.8 FAU Nov.19 at Toledo Sepl.6 _atKentucky Sept. 13. NORTHERN IOWA 
gry a Nov. 15 al UTEP 1-A INDEPENDENTS Sitesi Sepl.13 at Marshall Sept.20 at Colorado 
Nov.22 atlowa Stale Nov.22 FU BUFFALO Sept. 20 IDAHO Oct 4 at Roe 
eee nee ican 1 Nov.23 at UTSA ARAAY: Sept. 27 EASTERN ILLINOIS Oct 11 WYOMING 
Rasp Eapex eee, OLD DOMINION Aug.30 DUQUESNE Oct. at Central Michigan Oct 18 at San Diego State 
WEST.VIRGINIA = | ee S06. BUFALO Sep. at Amy Oct.11. BOWLING GREEN Oct 25 NEVADA 
jug. 90. Alabama (Alana) PT SUE OMEN Sept 13 at Stanford Sept 12 BAYLOR Ock18 AKRON Nov.) UTAHSTATE 
Segié TOWSON oe eee Sept 20 at Wake Forest Sept20 NORFOLK STATE 0c.25 at Wester Mechigan Nov.8 at Colorado State 
Sept 13 atlanjand SAG Ail ota Sepl.27 at Yale Sepl.27 MIAMI (OH) Nov.5 BUFFALO Nov.15 at San Jose State 
stan, ORO Sept 20 at Rice Oc.4  BALLSTATE Oct 4 at Bowing Green NETS RONTHERIIILLINOS Noo. UMN 
age baaers Sept.28 MIDDLE TENNESSEE Oct {1 RICE Oct 11 at Eastem Michigan Nov.25 al Mani (OH) ser saa Faas Sd 
pichhin Meisel Oc.4 © MARSHALL Oct 18 atKent State Oct 25 CENTRALMICHIGAN HotEHS Nea 
Oo Ute Oc. 11 UTEP Nov.1. AIRFORCE Nov.5 at Otio 
peel Nai rsley a Oct. 25. at Westem Kentucky Nov.08 CONNECTICUT Nov. 11) AKRON Aug.30 NEW HAMPSHIRE Aug.30 SOUTHERN UTAH 
Ranier Nov. al Vanderbit Now. 15 at Westem Kentucky Nov.19KENTSTATE Sepl.6 MISSOURI Sept. 6 WASHINGTON STATE 
es No.8 FU Nov.22 FORDHAM Nov.28 at Massachusetts Sept 12 at Cincinnati Sept 13 at Arizona 
Nov. 20 KANSAS STATE Nov.22  LOUISIANATECH Dec. 13 NAVY CENTRAL MICHIGAN Sept 20 BALL STATE Sept. 27 at San Jose State 
pect eee Nov.23. al FAU BYU St 27 CENTRALMICHIGAN Oc.4 — BOISESTATE 
2 RICE : Aug, 28 CHATTANOOGA Oct 4 af Westem Michigan Osi.11 COLORADO STATE 
Aug.29 at Connecticut Sept.6 et Purdue Oct. 11 atlowa State O18 al BYU 
Aug.90 atNote Dame Sep6  atTexas Sept. 13. SYRACUSE Oaiess) WESACHISETTS Repauparaen 
Sept.13 at Texas ABM Sept.14 HOUSTON Sept.20 at Kansas Nov.4 _atKent State Nov.1 SANDIEGO STATE 
FLORIDA ATLANTIC (FA\ Sept. 20. OLD DOMINION Sept. 20 VIRGINIA Sept.27 at Toledo Nov.11 at Northem Illinois Nov. 15 at Air Force 
FLORIDA ATLANTIC (FAU) _ Seot. 27, at Soithem Miss Od.3  UTAHSTATE Oc.4 OHIO Nov. 19 BOWLING GREEN Nov 22 FRESNO STATE 
Aug.30atNebraska OcL4 —HAWAl Oc9 alr Oct. 11 et Nevthem linois Nov.28 at Ease Michigan econ ahaa, 
Sepl.6 at Alabama Oct 11 atAmy Oc. 18 NEVADA Oct 18 BALLSTATE Sica Esai wacehionnl seas 
Sepl.13. TULSA Oct. 25. NORTHTEXAS Oct. 25 at Boise State Oct 25 at Bufial WESTERN MICHIGAN 
Sept. 20 at Wyoming Novt at FU Nov. atNiddle Tennessee Nov.1 at Eastem Michigan Aug. 30 at Purdue Aug.90 UTEP 
Sept. 27. UTSA No.8 —UTSA Nov. 5 UNLV Nov. 15 MIAMI (OH) Sept. 13 at Maho Sepl.6 ARIZONA STATE 
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Sept 20 atNew Mexico COLORADO MISSOU SOUTH ALABAMA Moneoa 
a ey Ste Segt.13 at Colorado 
Oct 4 at UTSA me aU ea ESSEE 
Oat SAN DIEGO STATE Se STANFORD st a ven ee 
18 athir : bate ae | Seam | Les 
ab ametr ii Oct 25. at Washi N's CFR hocis SOHC : res nar 
Wout BOSE STATE at NOTRE ha Hoe ms = eae zt 
“15 atUlah , aa Georgia in 
et | se mo eon bai DAME Nov.28._ at Florida Stale cate UTAH STATE oe at Florida 
Nov. 29. WYOMING Wa pepo FRESNO ry te = 
SAN Nov. 28 Weng SATE ‘Aug.28 IDAHO STATE sen a sai 
DIEGO STATE CALIFO! sot? “i = a ABAMA Ne 
a Sepi 20 Metin saa TO gi) oa oi 
Sepl.6 at North Carolina ‘Aug.30 at Northwestem Sept. 27 WASHINGTON STATE saz TEINESSEE ci Hoe sib tate 
St ies rr a ie sayet Sept 27 Oct18 at Ole Miss Oct 11 at Georgi 
a a a oe aan saa Tl c ae Oct-18 NEW MEXICO STATE 
: = S = t v ho Leper Nov. ARKANSAS STATE 
11) atNew ; tere rn | a ‘ se : eer 2 Tank : SOUTHERN 
7 GP a ao O18 eA ited) No. al tof ya tite Ne 
Nov.1 at Nevada Oct 18 UCLA Nov.15 at bald y ) re sah Louswia 
Non.) ath Oct 24 vs. Oregon (Santa Non 2aalCuoat hn ot Seat = : 
dl one hie) ee Croxton Nov.22 CHARLESTONSOUTHERN «09.28. at South es 
hoist Het, song WASHINGTON ees ICKY “pad smi = 
Nov.29. SAN JOSE STATE ieee ype 1 eae a : =. 
SAN JOSE ST) Nov.29. BYU Sept aa Mississppi at ies 
ATE .6 EASTERN WASHINGTON ah wt i re 
ee cme eta Sept. 27 vs. ( ) Oct4 State 
Soph at Abu hua.90 vs, Colrado Sale Derve) Sept.20 GEORGIA STATE See Mi se oa ae cs ta Ae 
sve 33 wa ore Sept.27 VANDERBILT Oct11  OLEMISS Oe. 24 at Texas Stale 
Sopt.27 NEVADA Sept.13 ARIZONA STATE Ont aun ea : a im : = 
Oct.4 UNLV Sepl. 20 HAWAlL ods cen al ei : 
Oct. 18 at Wyoming Sepl.27 at Calfomia ode peel on scar Hee =e = (ULM) 
ote a 1. aa Oct. 25 MISSISSIPPI STATE Now2 i Z i 
Nov. COLORADO STATE fen here he st es i = =— oe : 
i exons fee as oa at hin A VANDERBILT be al Troy 
15 HAWAIL i Arizona mn & SOUTH CAROLINA 
= ee Na 22 ORESONSTATE aa Sek6  OLEMSS Aug, 28 NA MONROE 
UNLV at San Diego State ead at WASHINGTON STATE cae ar se als 
oR UTAH hig whee Gal) Pangea S27 Kory ae a 
Aug.29 at Arizona EGON Sept.6 at Nevada Sept.6 SAM HOUSTON STATE ont Gg oe sie 
Sept.6 NORTHERN COLORADO Aug.30 SOUTH DAKOTA Sept. 13. PORTLAND STATE pa MSSSSPR oun a3 3 
: : S m st Sot 19 ed Oct 11 CHARLESTONSoUTHeRN «OT 
Sept. 27 at San Diego State Sepi.13 WYOMING Sept 27 al Utah aed ny it te oa eee 
=, eae fe se? eb sz No.1 OLD Nov.1 at Texas ABM 
Oct. 11. FRESNO STATE re a fe a Bh = a : 
eee a: he a oa Nov. 22 at Mississiopi State Nov.15 LOUISIANA 
fea Oct. 18 WASHINGTON Nov a Oogm cn wa, E : enact 
ae pe st Oct. 24 vs, Calfomia (Santa Nov22 ata Ss te . = = 
hove Aa oa (Santa Ciara,CA) ‘Nov.22 at Arizona State we ya Sune 
ae con Nat Sie Nov.29 WASHINGTON pea tg APPALA au a 
NNov.29 NEVADA eee ‘3 fandertit z a 
pete Nov.29. at Oregon State ; = iy aE 2 
COLORADO ug. 28 vs. Boise Sate Serena So NMI 
Aug.31 at Tennessee sure =f oes a SOUTH ALABAMA ae 
a. on : S13 Sept. 20 at Sept 27 MEXICO 
Sexe BuDSTAE my PoRTLAlo ATE re - Sept. 27 MEMPHIS Sepl.25 at Miss Oct4 at LSU 
sea at teoneen is Sept.20. SAN DIEGO STATE ate aa eat i = , j 
1 
ee san ae Sae~  Giiee Et if 
Oct. 18 at Colorado State Oct 16 UTAH Oct. 4 Nout AU ha = 
Oct.25 UNLV Oct. 25 at Stanford Oct. pyre Non PRESBYTERIAN i reas ms i 
ot oe a tei = ve Now. 15 UUM Nov.22 ULM 
Nov.8 at Wyoming Nov 8 WASHINGTO Oat 25 koa herr ms z cua 
ak states Wee's. AAAS Ne au eels rates a A = 
JOSE OREGON Appalachian 
Nov.2h * atboee Sa Won 2 ating Nov 22. WESTERN CAROURA hog. 30 wer ia NOTAAS a: oan 
: | , : “ PPI STATE 
OMING STANFORD Nov.29 AUBURN Sept. UAB ms Sa ier tf sa dite 
Aug. 30 MONTANA Aug.30. UC DAVIS ARKANSAS Sept. 13 at South Alsbama Sate i in 
ae see ae ver hic ahs atcha al LSU Sept. 20. UTAH STATE rey a Stale 
Sept 20 PA Satz? ARMY nan NICHOLLS STATE Oct. 11 NAN rai se tt Fo 
Sept. 27 at Michigan State Oct. 4 Note ue al Texas Tech Odt.25 at Kentucky tod cia i si 
See a cto Sot 2 NORTHERN ILLINOIS Nov). ARKANSAS Raa ae No.8 al 
e ee oa Taso sae me vs. Texas ASM ) Nov. 8 Nov.8 ey : Nov. 15 at 
i= tne ot (Anglo Nex > TEINESSEG MATIN Nov. 15 APPALAG tos NT 
ee Shes Oa mn a Georgia (Litle Rock) Nov. 22 Nov. HIAN STATE Nou 28 ; 
i crore to, Oat Nov. 29 VANDERBILT ee at Texas State .28 NAVY 
Sie = sco i tee at Ole Miss 29 NEWMEXICO STATE TEXAS STATE 
ie S ma tr A —— MISSOURI GEORGIA STATE Aug. 30 ARKANSAS 
Be ae ee AT a jug.2? ABILENE CHRISTIAN ~ PINE BLUFF 
California hn2 0 SOUTH DAKOTA STATE TeNtD Sold an 
PAC-12  [eceua laa ie sym Ee be 
ae at Virgin Aug.30 ARKANSAS Sat 20 INDIANA so. she a = 
ARIZONA Sept. 13 vs, Texas (Arington, any neler cai ca ie : A, 
= JOSE STATE Oct ‘ : a BOUTH 
= ena Se Susy » Ocl. 11. ARKANSAS STATE er haore, 
Sep.4  atUTSA Oct4 = UTAH rapa eaten ca were pieces = = 
Sept.13. NEVADA On 1 Calfomia cei Et . a8 : 
Sept. 20 CALIFORNIA Ot 18 at . Oct 11 at Mississippi Stata tov a wh . 
Oct.2 Oregon Oct 25 at Colorado Oct. 25 Nov. 15 atT He ce 
} 4 SOUTH CAROLINA See sce ma 
Oct 11 USC Nov.1 ARIZONA ned Leiria ea fs INA ee ee i: s 
Oct 25 at Washington State Nov.8 at Washington ba sen sou seonon sur gs = 
a ern tert TEASA GEORGIA SOUTHERN 
Nov.8 COLORADO Nov, 28 STANFORD tee Alabama oat CAROLINA st Georga = ie 
= os Nn oy ABM Sept atNC State Sept.6 DUKE 
S| ce SANFORD ee 6  SAVANNAHSTATE Sept. 13 
Aug.30 FRESNO FLORIDA Sept 13 GEORGIA Setas One sce 
Nov.28 ARIZONA STATE ‘p Kentucky : ay 
ARIZONA Sept at Aug.30 IDAHO Sept. 20 at S25 APPNACHANS oi 
STATE Sept. 18 at Boston Colege Sept.6 EASTERN MICHIGAN he Oat alwlxrSae ce = 
pe sa Sa Set 4 at Oct 4 —_atNew Mexico State Olt NEW MEXICO STATE 
Sepl.6 atNew Mexico Oct.4 ARIZONA STATE eee oa TENNESSEE Past : : - 
etsy Oct4 al Tennessee or a cam 4 ions 
Sate ae 03.2 ate Oct. 90 at Georgia Southem 
eons Oda THO Nov.8 GEORGIA STATE 
oe ti Nov.15 atidaho 
Asizona Nov.28 LOUISIANA 
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By Ryan Bartow, 
247Sports.com 


Overview: For the fourth consecutive cycle, the Crimson Tide 
has stood on top of the national rankings. This edition was fueled 
by the nation’s No. 1 offensive line class along with the No. 2 class 
at defensive line and linebacker. The Tide also signed the nation’s 
No. 4 class at athlete. They stockpiled up at almost every spot. 


Headliner: Cameron Robinson, OL. Five-star franchise 
tackle who's already on campus. Robinson has all the goods to be 
very good in time and be their next power blocker on the edge. 


Sleeper: Johnny Dwight, DT — Dwight impressed the 
Alabama staff during their summer camp and two days later they 
accepted his commitment. Playing single-A ball at Wilcox County 
in Rochelle, Ga. (where Auburn QB Nick Marshall also starred), 
Dwight received very little fanfare. But the 6-2, 300-pound lineman 
projects well as a run-stopping defensive lineman or possible 
interior offensive lineman. 


Bottom Line: Nick Saban’s staff loaded up with as good of 
a haul in the trenches as anyone in the country. They are stocked 
for size, power and talent for years to come. It was more of the 
norm at the highest level for recruiting in Alabama. 


Overview: The Tigers added yet another Top 5 class. This 
edition was especially strong at running back, with the nation’s 
No. 3 class, and defensive back, with the No. 4 class. LSU also 
landed a pair of elite wide receivers with Malachi Dupre and Trey 
Quinn. They also went out-of-state to snag five-star linebacker 
Clifton Garrett, four-star defensive tackle Travonte Valentine 
and five-star safety Jamal Adams. 


Headliner: Leonard Fournette, RB. Some view him as the 
best running back prospect since Adrian Peterson. High praise. 
He’s a powerful combination of size and speed and will play right 
away. 

Sleeper: John Battle, S. An aggressive defender with good 
range and ball skills, Battle has a chance to develop into an impact 
safety once he adds the necessary weight. Until then, look for him 
to make an impact on special teams, where his attacking style of 
play and abiity to move in traffic will be assets. 

Bottom Line: Les Miles kept the train rolling. It was a strong 
year instate and the Tigers landed almost everyone they really 
wanted. They landed at least one of the nation’s best at running 
back, receiver, defensive tackle, linebacker and safety. 


AIM Texas A&M 


Overviews: |n order to play with the big boys in the SEC, and 
nationally, you better be strong on the defensive line. The Aggies 
have only been in the country’s strongest league for two years, but 
they are getting the clue fast. They went ahead and were able to 
land the nation’s No. 1 defensive class. Its headlined by five-star 
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defensive end Myles Garrett. They also landed Kyle Allen, the 
nation’s No. 1 pro-style QB. He's already enrolled and competing 
for the starting job. Allen has the smarts, size, quick release and 
arm strength to eventually be the guy, and a good one, in College 
Station. 


Headliner: Garrett is an elite edge rusher and will help the 
Aggies at an area of need sooner than later. He’s one of the coun- 
try’s true blue-chippers and was a big-time get for Kevin Sumlin’s 
program. 


Sleeper: Joshua Reynolds, WR — A full qualifier out of high 
school, Reynolds focused on football for a season at junior college, 
where his tremendous leaping ability and hand-eye coordination 
helped him put up big numbers. As his understanding of route-run- 
ning increases, Reynolds should become a dependable option when 
the Aggies want a bigger receiver on the field. 


Bottom Line: The Aggies hit home runs at two key positions: 
QB and defensive line. It's that kind of effort at key spots that will 
keep them around the top of the SEC for years to come. They also 
went into Louisiana and stole five-star wide receiver Speedy Noil 
from LSU. He's one of America’s most explosive players. 


TOP 20 INCOMING 
SEC RECRUITS 


11. Bo Scarbrough 6-2/225 ATH Bradenton, Fla/IMG Academy Alabama 
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Overviews: The Tigers loaded up on skill. They inked the 
nation’s No. 2 defensive back class, led by safety Derrick Moncrief. 
They also landed the nation’s No. 1 JC wide receiver D’haquille 
Williams, five-star linebacker Tre’ Williams, four-star running back 
Roc Thomas and four-star offensive guard Braden Smith. 


Headliner: Williams is an instant impact guy and will give 
the Tigers a playmaker on the perimeter. He could make a national 
splash this fall. 


Sleeper: Stanton Truitt, ATH — A 247Sports Composite 
three-star, Truitt played quarterback in high school, but the 5-9 
playmaker will be right at home in the slot in college. Like Williams 
and Moncrief, Truitt enrolled early and looked to bulk up and learn 
his new position. His ability to make defenders miss in the open field 
makes him a dangerous weapon. 


Bottom Line: Gus Malzahn and his staff capitalized on its 
run to the BCS Championship game. They hit a home run with Wil- 
liams, landed the state’s top back in Thomas, who could be a future 
star, and went a long way toward shoring up a major need in the 
secondary by landing four 4-star DBs. 


i Tennessee 


Overview: The Volunteers struck out on the national team 
rankings the whole cycle. The wins didn’t come in year one of the 
Butch Jones era, but the recruiting victories did in signing a Top 10 
class that was huge on quantity and quality. Ace recruiter Tommy 
Thigpen helped sign 17 recruits, including seven four-stars. 


Headliner: Josh Malone, WR — Tennessee has a history 
of producing wide receivers with the likes of Carl Pickens, Alvin 
Harper, Anthony Miller, Cordarrelle Patterson, Robert Meachem, 
Peerless Price and Joey Kent. This is the next great one as Malone 
has the ball skills, size and speed to be a big-time weapon. 


Sleeper: Coleman Thomas, OL — From Virginia, the high 
school center has good size and could be the anchor of the future 
for the Vols up front at offensive tackle. 


Bottom Line: The new staff at Tennessee emphasized 
keeping the best instate talent at home and they were able to do 
that. They also went into Jacksonville, Atlanta, Washington D.C. 
and Texas and were able to land quality talent. They had one of the 
country’s most impressive classes and this group will be the founda- 
tion of the Butch Jones era. 


Georgia 


Overview: Just when you thought the Bulldogs current back- 
field tandem of Keith Marshall and Todd Gurley were as good as it 
gets, they may have one with an even bigger upside, as a tandem, 
to follow the North Carolina natives. Landing five-star studs Nick 
Chubb and Sony Michel means Georgia has as loaded a backfield 
as anyone in the nation, along with Alabama. 


Headliner: Lorenzo Carter, DE. Rare edge rusher that can 
play with his hand down or standing up. He’s scheme friendly and 
has “special” written all over him. Keeping Carter instate was the 
Bulldogs’ biggest home run. 
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Sleeper: Shaquille Jones, CB — A 6-2 corner that has length 
and range in an area of need. 


Bottom Line: The beat goes on for Georgia as this is one 
of the country’s most talented hauls. They landed the nation’s No. 
1 running back class. They got their four-star QB in Jacob Park, 
a four-star tight end in Jeb Blazevich, a four-star nose guard with 
Lamont Gaillard, a four-star DB in Malkom Parrish, one of the 
country’s top kick returners, and Isaiah McKenzie — along with 
many other parts. Its another stellar haul for Mark Richt. 


Overview: Going through a 4-8 campaign, the Gators worst 
season in ages, meant a fallout in the biggest area of need on the 
roster: explosive offensive talent. Five-star commits Dalvin Cook 
and Ermon Lane bolted for Florida State late. Where the Gators 
did save face was on the defensive side, landing the nation’s No. 3 
defensive line class and getting five-star DB Jalen Tabor to flip from 
Arizona in January. The Gators also signed their QBs of the future in 
four-star talents Treon Harris and Will Grier. 


Headliner: Tabor, DB — He's already on campus and 
projecting to start at cornerback — rare at an elite level program like 
Florida for a true freshman. 


Sleeper: Nolan Kelleher, G — The Gators need some legit 
run blockers up front. The South Carolina native reshaped his body 
over the last year, enrolled early and has the attitude to help as 
a guard in the years to come. 


Bottom Line: No one in America signed a better group of 
defensive tackles. Gerald Willis, Thomas Holley and Khairi Clark 
is what an elite SEC front should look like. After the on-the-field 
struggles, Florida still rebounded with a very good class. They'll 
need to improve their overall team speed at the offensive skill 
position in the next classes as a major infusion is needed. 


Obie 


Overviews: A year after landing a national Top 5 class, the 
Rebels followed that up with a solid overall haul. They dominated 
inside their own borders, getting the top four recruits. Overall, it was 
a group that has equal parts size and skill. 


Headliner: Rod Taylor, G — The nation’s No. 1 guard can 
hold his own and more against all of the nation’s elite. He proved 
that against the best of the best at multiple national combines and 
all-star events. He’s nasty and has “special” written all over him. 

Sleeper: Marquis Haynes, DE - Prep School defensive end 
that could help the pass rush right out of the gates. 

Bottom Line: The Rebels kept its best at home. They got 
upgrades on both lines and landed some very good perimeter skill. 
Flipping four-star defensive back C.J. Hampton from Alabama was 
a big coup to backbone this class, 


South Carolina 


Overviews: The Gamecocks won the in-state recruiting war 
by landing three of the Top 5 best with four-stars Donell Stanley, 
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Dexter Wideman and Shaq Davidson. They also inked one of the 
nation’s top secondary classes with a trio of four-star DBs. 


Headliner: Bryson Allen-Williams, OLB — He committed 
early, was the leader of the class, stayed with the Gamecocks 
through a late push from Alabama and Georgia and has the chance 
to be one of the better players in the program in the years to come. 


Sleeper: Tyshun Samuel, WR — Well-developed and fast. 
Once he got his grades late in the fall, the Gamecocks made a 
push and locked him up pretty quickly. He opened several eyes 
with his performance at Shrine Bowl week. 


Bottom Line: As the post-Jadeveon Clowney era begins, 
South Carolina oversigned on the defensive line in an effort to 
replace the best talent in program history. They also added speed 
at receiver and length at defensive back. 


te Kentucky 


Overviews: At one point, last summer, the Wildcats were the 
talk of the football — not basketball — world for their recruiting 
efforts as they had, at that early juncture, one of the nation’s top 
classes. They wound up with the 10th best class in the SEC. Even 
without a win in the SEC, Mark Stoops’ class was able to win big on 
the recruiting trail. 


Headliner: Drew Barker, QB — US Army All-American 
quarterback that figures to push for the starting job very soon in 
Lexington. Keeping him instate and beating out South Carolina 
was big for the Cats. He helped lure others to the program as well. 


Sleeper: Ryan Flanigan, LB — A Texas Tech signee out of 
high school, followed Neal Brown and Chad Scott to Kentucky. The 
6-2, 230-pound linebacker played a hybrid linebacker/defensive 
end role in junior college, but moves well enough to play as a hy- 
brid linebacker/safety in college. Expect him to push for immediate 
playing time at inside linebacker when he arrives. 


Bottom Line: Four-star nose guard Matt Elam chose 
Kentucky over Alabama late. Getting him to stay instate was 
huge, both literally and figuratively, for the Kentucky program. The 
Wildcats had success in Ohio and Florida, two areas in which they 
consistently need to have a presence. 


Arkansas 


Overviews: Bret Bielema’s first run in the SEC didn’t produce a 
league win and only three overall victories. In his first full cycle as the 
head coach for the Razorbacks, this class laid the foundation for his 
tenure. Arkansas especially did well on the offensive line, landing a 
pair of four-star guys in Brian Wallace and Frank Ragnow. 


Headliner: Bijhon Jackson — Keeping the four-star defen- 
sive tackle instate was big as that’s the kind of interior lineman the 
Razorbacks need to consistently contend in the SEC. 


Sleeper: Jojo Robinson, ATH — Once Florida State cooled 
on the Miami (FL) Northwestern product, Randy Shannon went 
after the athlete in full force. Shannon, who signed five kids from 
south Florida in the cycle, got his biggest get with the addition 
of Robinson on Signing Day morning. Robinson could play wide 
receiver or cornerback . 
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Bottom Line: Bielema got offensive line size from the north, 
his four-star QB in Rafe Peavey, speed from the Southeast and 
some solid gets from Arkansas and Texas. It’s a formula he set in 
place since taking the job and plans to use to continue to build the 
program. 


Mississippi State 


Overview: Dan Mullen needed length and size and the Bull- 
dogs got a ton of it in this class. 


Headliner: Aeris Williams, a four-star back, was a big instate 
get and has the ideal size to be a good one in the years to come. 


Sleeper: Brandon Bryant, S — Bryant has the potential to 
hit the field early at safety and projects as a solid defender in the 
backfield. Bryant has good instincts and runs well downhill, getting 
after the ball. He’s should be a good player in his career, but it’s up 
to him whether he plays early or not. 


Bottom Line: The Bulldogs flipped defensive lineman Cory 
Thomas from Tennessee on Signing Day. That was a big splash. 
They added a tall, rangy class with tons of growth potential. 


Overviews: The Tigers need to go into the Southeast and 
landed their share to compete in the SEC. They did some of that 
this cycle — especially in Georgia and Florida — to compliment the 
talent they got instate. 


Headliner: Andy Bauer, OL — Keeping the big man from 
St. Louis at home was a monster get for the Missouri program. 
He can anchor the line for years to come. 


Sleeper: Raymond Wingo — The cornerback is four-star 
material with quicks to hang with the speed he'll see on a weekly 
basis in the SEC. 


Bottom Line: Missouri found a gem in Nate Brown of metro 
Atlanta, a four-star WR, and held onto him. They had success in ar- 
eas they normally don't in hotbeds of Florida and Georgia. Winning 
the SEC East title added credibility to their recruiting pitch. 


Overview: The Commodores endured a coaching change and 
it hit the class hard as several of the top commits followed James 
Franklin to Penn State. 


Headliner: Nifae Lealao, DE — Four-star edge rusher from 
Sacramento that could be one of the best players on Vandy’s roster 
in a few years. 


Sleeper: Khari Blasingame — Big safety with the smarts and 
physicality to help the secondary’s back end. 


Bottom Line: Vanderbilt just had two of its best seasons in 
program history. Their brand is still hot on the trail. But the coaching 
change was a hit on recruiting. The Commodores’ need to rebound 
under Derek Mason to keep the trend of success alive. 
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TOP to BOTTOM 


1. Alabama | 
2. Auburn \ 
3. South Carolina 
4. LSU 
5. Georgia 
6. Ole Miss 
7. Florida 
8. Texas A&M 
9. Missouri 

10. Mississippi State 
ll. Tennessee 

12. Vanderbilt 

13. Arkansas 

14. Kentucky 


eh 
Tie | 


Spee neh 


PICKING THE SEC 


No Darkhorses This Time: Tide Rules West, Gamecocks in East 


wo unlikely teams — Auburn and 

Missouri — met forthe SEC cham- 

pionship last season. Auburn won 
and played for the national title. 

Nobody saw that coming, not after 
Auburn went 0-8 in SEC play a year 
earlier, and Missouri was 2-6 during its 
inaugural injury-riddled season in the 
big, bad SEC. 

Hard to see another major surprise — 
which is why it would qualify as a surprise 
— but it’s not hard to think Florida, 4-8 last 
year, could make a major move, consider- 
ing the defensive personnel is good and 
the offense is much healthier after being 
decimated by injuries a year ago. 

Otherwise, round up the usual suspects. 

Alabama appears to be the team to 
beat in the West Division, despite los- 


ing its all-time winningest quarterback. 
Auburn will again have an explosive 
offense. LSU lost its quarterback and top 
two receivers. Ole Miss can score, but 
can it stop teams from scoring? Texas 
A&M will have a hard time replacing 
Johnny Manziel, and the defense has 
a ways to go. 

Steve Spurrier is favored here to get 
South Carolina to its second SEC title 
game, despite losing its all-time win- 
ningest quarterback and a great defen- 
sive talent in Jadeveon Clowney. Georgia 
loses its quarterback, but should be much 
better on defense. 


EAST DIVISION 
South Carolina gets the nod because 
the Gamecocks host Georgia, Dylan 


Southeastern Conference Picks 


SEC EAST 
1. South Carolina 
2. Georgia 
3. Florida 
4. Missouri 
5. Tennessee 
6. Vanderbilt 


7. Kentucky 
SEC WEST 


1. Alabama 
2. Auburn 


3, LSU 


4. Ole Miss 


5. Texas A&M 


6. Miss. State 


7. Arkansas 


Good news 
QB Dylan Thompson and RB Mike Davis 
(1,183 yards) spark the offense. 


Dawgs return two stud RBs, array of 
receivers, and nine defensive starters. 


QB Jeff Driskel is healthy, RBs are solid, 
defense should be strong. 


QB Maty Mauk, who played well in backup 
role, takes the reins of experienced offense. 


Offense features better skill players; 
linebackers should be among SEC’s best. 


Learned how to win last two years, with 18 
victories; offense will be solid. 


Coach Mark Stoops landed a top-20 recruit- 
ing class and he’s building a defense. 


RB position is loaded, receivers are strong again, 
defense always solid. Yeah, talent galore. 


Gus Malzahn’s fast-paced offense and QB 
Nick Marshall will rip through SEC again. 


Tigers, of course, recruit well enough to 
reload, not rebuild, so what's the problem? 


Many key offensive weapons are back and 
the defense returns nine starters. 


Aggies return nine defensive starters, offense 
retains playmakers despite key departures. 


Dak Prescott is a dangerous dual-threat 
QB; defense returns eight starters. 


Second year in Bret Bielema’s system 
should help; Hogs return quality RBs. 


2014 www.lindyssports.com 


Bad news 
Lost star D-linemen Jadeveon Clowney and 
Kelcy Quarles, plus heady QB Connor Shaw. 


Lost all-time leading passer Aaron Murray; 
season opens against Clemson. 


Can you chalk up 2013 to 13 season-ending 
injuries, or is something darker at play? 


Spring dismissal of WR Dorial Green- 
Beckham added to key personnel losses. 


Vols are only team in the nation to lose entire 
OL and DL; team lacks speed on defense. 


Lost coach James Franklin to Penn State; 
only four defensive starters return. 


Cats ranked 13th in SEC in total offense and 
total defense ... and won't be that much better. 


Tide lost its all-time winningest QB and five 
players went pro early. 


Tigers lose 1,816-yard rusher Tre Mason and 
won't pull out as many miracle wins. 


Six players left early to the NFL Draft, includ- 
ing two key receivers and defensive tackles. 


Big-play RB Jeff Scott and WR Donte 
Moncrief are gone; schedule is rugged. 


Johnny Manziel was an irreplaceable force of 
nature. Aggies might start true frosh at QB. 


MSU lost its best RB, best OL, best DE, best 
DB. Road games at LSU, Alabama, Ole Miss. 


Ranked 12th in scoring offense and 12th in 
scoring defense, so there's a long way to go. 


Thompson should be solid at quarter- 
back and Missouri will take a step back. 
The Gamecocks have had three straight 
11-win seasons and can make it four. 

Despite losing record-setting quar- 
terback Aaron Murray, Georgia will be 
strong on offense if quarterback Hutson 
Mason is efficient. The Bulldogs return 
nine defensive starters under new coor- 
dinator Jeremy Pruitt. 

Missouri loses its quarterback, top 
running back and best three receivers, 
along with its top two defensive linemen. 
A repeat in the East seems unlikely. 

Florida needs quarterback Jeff Driskel 
to stay healthy for the offense — no bet- 
ter than 100th in the nation in any of the 
past three years — to produce under new 
coordinator Kurt Roper. 


Our call 
Spurrier has established a baseline of excellence 
that will pay off in the East title this season. 


Underachieving defense will improve, and new 
QB Hutson Mason will have Dawgs in the hunt. 


New OC Kurt Roper punches up the offense, but 
eight wins might be the ceiling. 


Some very good pieces here, but not enough to 
shock the SEC again. 


Butch Jones has UT going in right direction, but 
schedule makes it hard to do better than 6-6. 


Given coaching and personnel losses, Vandy will be 
hard-pressed to make a bowl. 


Give Stoops credit for stirring up some excitement; 
other than that, patience is needed. 


Who has recruited better than Saint Nick? Nobody. 
All the big prizes are possible. 


Auburn will be tough to beat, but rugged road 
schedule is a difficult hurdle to clear so many times. 


Won't be as dynamic on offense and defense has 
holes. But 10 wins is good, right? 


Plenty to like here, but much has to fall in place for 
Rebels to climb higher. 


Defense improves while offense takes a step back. 
Overall, lots to like about direction of program. 


Scored big win in Egg Bowl vs. Ole Miss, and 
Prescott makes these guys a really tough out. 


After going winless in the SEC (0-8) last year, the 
Hogs don't have the talent for a turnaround. 
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Vanderbilt won’t match its back-to- Most Valuable Offensive Player Defensive Player Newcomer 


the Year 
back nine-win seasons. Tennessee is a Player of the Year of the Year 


6-6 team. 


WEST DIVISION 

Auburn might have the better team, but 
the schedule favors Alabama. 

For the first time ever, Auburn plays 
at Georgia and at Alabama in the same 
year. The Tigers’ other East oppo- 


nent is South Carolina. Alabama gets u . = : it ad f 
Tennessee and Florida from the East and Nick Marshall, Todd Gurley, Vernon Hargreaves III, Leonard Fournette, 
hosts Auburn. Even though Auburn has QB, Auburn RB, Georgia CB, Florida RB, LSU 


the better quarterback, Alabama has the 
easier path. 


Pls dite hiardto whanine Aah ull Mostaccuratepasser Bo Wallace (Ole Miss 
, te eS if Ee ey wee Strongest arm Dak Prescott Miss State 
ing out more miracle finishes like the ones Se SSE SSE as hg Te es eee 
: d Best scrambler Nick Marshall Auburn 
that made 2013 so magical on The Plains. ——— 
LSU probably lost too much offensive Coolestin the clutch = Nick Marshall 2 Abbr 
firepower and the defense isn’t top-10 Toughesttobringdown _____ ToddGurley Georgia 
caliber. Texas A&M’s defense was last in Besthands 0 AmariCooper___Alabama_ 
the league, and Manziel won't be around Most dangerous deepthreat = SammieCoates Auburn 
to bail out the Aggies. Ole Miss could rs) Bestpassblocker ss LaremyTunsil Ole Miss 
threaten, thanks to Bo Wallace at quar- | + Best run blocker ____ Lael Collin shee ees LeU 
terback and a potentially much improved Best cover corner Ups. Vernon Hargreaves Ill Florida 
defense. Mississippi State should make Bestpassrusher Dante Fowler Jr. Florida 
another bowl game. Special teams demon ChristionJones 


— Jimmy Hyams 


QB Nick Marshall : Auburn QB Bo Wallace Sr. Ole Miss QB Dak Prescott Jr. Mississippi State 
RB Todd Gurley ; Georgia RB. Mike Davis Jr. South Carolina RB_ Derrick Henry So. Alabama 
RB TJ. Yeldon 5 Alabama RB Alex Collins So. Arkansas RB Jonathan Williams Jr. Arkansas 
WR Amari Cooper : Alabama WR Laquon Treadwell So. Ole Miss WR Marquez North So. Tennessee 
WR Sammie Coates ; Auburn WR Chris Conley Sr. Georgia WR Shag Roland Jr. South Carolina 
C.J. Uzomah é Auburn MalcolmJohnson ‘Sr. Mississippi State 0.J. Howard So. Alabama 
Reese Dismukes ; Auburn Ryan Kelly Jr. Alabama David Andrews Sr. Georgia 
Laremy Tunsil F Ole Miss Brandon Shell Jr. South Carolina John Theus Jr. Georgia 
La’el Collins . LSU Chaz Green Jr. Florida CoreyRobinson Sr. SouthCarolina 
Cedric Ogbuehi Sr. Texas A&M Darrian Miller Sr. Kentucky D.J. Humphries Jr. Florida 
AJ. Cann Sr. South Carolina AustinShepherd Sr. Alabama Alex Kozan So. Auburn 
Christion Jones A Alabama Marcus Murphy Sr. Missouri Andre Debose Sr. Florida 
Marshall Morgan : Georgia Andrew Baggett = Sr. Missouri Elliott Fry So. South Carolina 


OFFENSE - FIRST TEAM 
OFFENSE - SECOND TEAM 
OFFENSE - THIRD TEAM 


Alvin Dupree ‘ Kentucky Trey Flowers Sr. Arkansas Gabe Wright Sr. Auburn 


Robert Nkemdiche So. Ole Miss C.J. Johnson Sr. Ole Miss 
Carl Lawson So. Auburn Gerald Dixon Jr. South Carolina 
Markus Golden Sr. Missouri ZaDarius Smith Sr. Kentucky 
Leonard Floyd So. Georgia Skai Moore So. South Carolina 
Serderius Bryant Sr. Ole Miss Amarlo Herrera Sr. Georgia 
Benardrick McKinney Jr. Mississippi State Jordan Jenkins Jr. Georgia 
Tony Connor So. Ole Miss Robenson Therezie Sr. Auburn 
Tre’Davious White So. LSU Tray Matthews _— So. Georgia 
Cody Prewitt Sr. Ole Miss Brian Randolph Jr. Tennessee Jonathon Mincy Sr. Auburn 
Landon Collins Jr. Alabama Damian Swann Sr. Georgia Brison Williams Sr. South Carolina 
Drew Kaser Jr. Texas A&M Sam Irwin-Hill Si Arkansas Kyle Christy Sr. Florida 


Dante Fowler Jr. Jr. Florida 
Chris Jones So. Mississippi State 
A’Shawn Robinson So. Alabama 
A.J. Johnson Sr. Tennessee 
Trey DePriest Sr. Alabama 
Ramik Wilson Sr. Georgia 
Vernon Hargreaves Ill So. Florida 
Deshazor Everett Sr. Texas A&M 


DEFENSE - FIRST TEAM 
DEFENSE - SECOND TEAM 
DEFENSE - THIRD TEAM 
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Aug. 28 
Texas A&M at South Carolina First football game on new SEC Network has two top 25 teams. 
Aug. 30 
Alabama vs. West Virginia (Atlanta) | The Tide will open vs. usually tough foe at a neutral site for the 5th time. 
LSU vs. Wisconsin (Houston) Another marquee matchup at neutral site for SEC team. 
Clemson at Georgia Dawgs seek revenge after losing high-scoring affair last year. 
Sept. 13 
Georgia at South Carolina Gamecocks have won 3 of 4 vs. Dawgs in key East encounter. 
Tennessee at Oklahoma First regular-season contest between two elite FB schools. 
Sept. 18 
Auburn at Kansas State Tigers make rare trip into Big 12 country. 
Sept. 20 
Florida at Alabama Gators find out fast if they'll be East Division contender. 
Sept. 27 ra) 
Missouri at South Carolina Gamecocks won a double-overtime thriller last season. Zz 
Oct. 4 5: 
LSU at Auburn LSU was only SEC team to defeat Auburn last year. O 
Oct. 11 al 
LSU at Florida LSU wants to end annual series with traditional rival. oO 
Georgia at Missouri Tigers’ upset last year propelled them to East title. = 
Oct. 18 WY) 
Texas A&M at Alabama Aggies’ hurry-up offense is one reason Nick Saban dislikes it. 
Oct. 25 
Alabama at Tennessee Nick Saban has dominated Vols (7-0) since going to Bama. 
South Carolina at Auburn Clash of top 10 teams that won at least 11 games last year. BOWL CONNECTIONS 
Ole Miss at LSU One fierce rivalry growing teeth as Rebels make return. 
Nov. 1 One or more SEC teams are eligible for the 
Florida vs. Georgia (Jacksonville) | Dawgs won three in a row in series for first time since 1987-89. four-team College Football Playoff. Those 
Nov.8 SEC teams not selected for the semifinals 
Alabama at LSU SEC's two best programs over past decade square off. fhen g° mate a po bose pour ober 4 
Texas A&M at Auburn Will Aggies still be in West race without Johnny Manziel? ‘big bowls” — Orange, Fiesta, Cotton an 
Nov. 15 Peach this season — before falling into the 
at ; 2 ; 5 league’s regular affiliations: 
South Carolina at Florida Steve Spurrier has won 3 of last 4 against his alma mater. 
Georgia at Auburn South's oldest rivalry, Auburn won last year with miracle finish. SEC #1 Capital One vs. Big Ten 
Nov. 27 SEC #2-7. Outback vs. Big Ten 
Oy. . z ; ce : SEC #2-7. Music City vs. ACC/Big Ten 
Texas A&M at LSU Tigers tamed Manziel, Kevin Sumlin’s offense in last two years. SEC #2-7 Gator vs. ACC/Big Ten 
Nov. 28 SEC #2-7_ Liberty vs. Big 12 
Auburn at Alabama Iron Bowl winner has played for five straight national titles. see po bape Big 12 
Florida at Florida State Seminoles routed Gators en route to national championship. SEC #8-9 Birmingham vs. AAC 
South Carolina at Clemson Gamecocks win streak is at five in heated in-state rivalry. SEC #8-9 Independence vs. ACC 


1. Cedric Ogbuehi : Texas A&M Could be Aggies’ third straight high first-round OT. 

2. Todd Gurley , Georgia Tough runner with good speed, vision, balance. 

3. Dante Fowler Jr. : Florida Terrific pass rusher; disruptive player on the edge. 

4. Amari Cooper : Alabama Has size, hands, speed to be elite receiver. 

5. La’el Collins : LSU Moved from G to LT; good feet, ideal pass protector. 

6. Landon Collins 4 Alabama Another in a long line of top-notch Bama DBs. 

7. Benardrick McKinney 7 Mississippi State At 6-4, 250, big LB with great instincts; powerful. 

8. Leonard Floyd . Georgia Best pro prospect among super group of Dawg LBs. 

g. T.J. Yeldon J Alabama RB position not as valued as it was, but Yeldon is prototype. 


TOP 10 NFL TALENT 


10. Deshazor Everett : Texas A&M Excellent cover skills; good tackler; makes big plays. 


*Only draft-eligible players included. 


2014 www.lindyssports.com Lindy’s Sports Annuals 71 


_AROUND THE SEC 


Fresh Legs at LSU Could Continue SEC Rushing Trend 


he SEC is known as the toughest, 
| baddest, conference in America. 
No place for the weak or the young. 

Well, unless you’re a running back, 
perhaps. 

Great runners can find an early home in 
the SEC, which is working on an impres- 
sive streak of freshman backs in the past 
several years, especially this decade. 

There was: 

- South Carolina’s Marcus Lattimore 

in 2010 (1,197 yards, 17 touchdowns) 

+ Auburn’s Michael Dyer in 2010 

(1,093 yards) 

* Georgia’s Isaiah Crowell in 2011 (850 

yards) 

- Georgia’s Todd Gurley in 2012 (1,385 

yards, 17 touchdowns) 

» Alabama’s T.J. Yeldon in 2012 (1,108 

yards, 12 scores) 

» LSU’s Jeremy Hill in 2012 (755 yards) 

- Arkansas’ Alex Collins in 2013 

(1,026 yards) 


FOUR-YEAR STANDINGS 


EAST 
South Carolina 


SEC 
23-9 
22-10 
9-7* 
7-15 
12-20 
7-25 
4-28 


ALL 
42-11 
36-18 
35-17 
30-21 
26-25 
21-28 
15-34 


Georgia 
Missouri 
Florida 
Vanderbilt 
Tennessee 
Kentucky 


WEST 
Alabama 
LSU 

Texas A&M 
Auburn 


SEC 
26-6 
25-7 
10-6* 
19-13 
14-18 
13-19 
7-25 


ALL 
46-7 
45-8 
36-16 
37-16 
28-22 
31-21 
21-29 


Pct. 
813 
78) 
625 
594 
438 
406 
219 


Arkansas 
Mississippi State 
Ole Miss 


Not bad. Five true freshman 1,000-yard 
runners in the past four seasons. 

It takes an intersection of skill and 
opportunity for a rookie to come in and 
be so successful, and if the trend is going 
to continue, then look to LSU’s Leonard 
Fournette, the nation’s No. 1 prospect in 
the 2014 signing class. 

He'll have to wrest carries away from 
LSU backs Terrence Magee and Kenny 
Hilliard, but the major impediment to 
early playing time was erased when Hill 
left early for the NFL (as did backfield 
mate Alfred Blue). 

Look for Fournette to continue the 
trend of standout seasons by an SEC 
freshman back. 


Slow down, Coach 

Alabama coach Nick Saban and 
Arkansas coach Bret Bielema appealed 
to the NCAA Rules Committee in the 
offseason to prevent offenses from snap- 


“a —- ww ES WwW 


Pct. 
868 
849 
692 
698 
560 
596 
420 2 


FN WwW FF FF SF DW 


Comment 


Comment 

More national titles (2) than SEC titles (1). 
Win, win, win, but the West is so tough. 
Aggies have fit right in, thank you. 

Feast or famine, but the feasts are so fine! 


ping the ball within the first 10 seconds 
of the play clock, allowing for defen- 
sive substitutions. The coaches argued it 
would improve player safety. 

Auburn’s Gus Malzahn, Missouri’s Gary 
Pinkel, Texas A&M’s Kevin Sumlin, Ole 
Miss’ Hugh Freeze and Tennessee’s Butch 
Jones — all of whom run a hurry-up offense 
— argued there is no data to support that 
fast-paced offenses cause more injuries. 

All the way across the country, 
Arizona’s Rich Rodriguez, one of the 
original authors of the tempo offense, 
mocked the proposal in a video spoof of 
the movie “Speed” with RichRod taking 
the part played by Keanu Reeves. (Find 
it on YouTube.) 

Anyway, without documentation to 
support Saban’s and Bielema’s claims, 
the Rules Committee tabled the proposal. 


Turning pro 
The SEC lost 27 players early to the 


Look who's on top in the East. 
Suddenly chasing a familiar face. 
Division titles half the time! 

Yikes, what the heck is happening? 
Three bowls in a row for Commodores. 
No bowls in three years for Vols. 
When does basketball season start? 


Just 2-14 in league past two seasons. 


Look out above, Bulldogs always go bowling. 
Back-to-back bowls have Rebs on the rise. 


Notes: C=Championship or co-championship; D=Division title; BCS=BCS bowls; B=Bowls; *Missouri and Texas A&M: Four-year overall records are 


included, but SEC games for only 2012-13. 
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NFL Draft, making the total 60 in the past 
two seasons. 

LSU (six) lost the most again, making 
it 17 in two years. The Tigers lost two 
outstanding receivers (Odell Beckham 
and Jarvis Landry), two defensive tackles 
(Anthony Johnson and Ego Ferguson) and 
a 1,000-yard running back (Jeremy Hill). 

Alabama lost five, including safety Ha 
Ha Clinton-Dix and offensive lineman 
Cyrus Kouandjio. 

South Carolina had four departures, 
led by defensive end Jadeveon Clowney, 
defensive tackle Kelcy Quarles and 
receiver Bruce Ellington, who doubled as 
a basketball player. 

Florida lost three — all defensive play- 
ers. Auburn, Missouri and Texas A&M 
lost two each. 

Auburn lost Heisman Trophy finalist 
Tre Mason, who rushed for an SEC-best 
1,816 yards, and a first-round NFL draft 
pick in offensive tackle Greg Robinson. 
Missouri lost running back Henry Josey 
(2,166 yards), and the Aggies lost 2012 
Heisman Trophy winner Johnny Manziel. 

Ole Miss, Tennessee and Vanderbilt 
lost one each. Arkansas, Kentucky, 
Georgia and Mississippi State lost none. 
It’s the second year in a row Kentucky and 
Mississippi State lost none. Vanderbilt’s 
early entry had already been dismissed 
from the team. 

The position hit hardest was receiver 
(six), followed by offensive linemen and 
defensive tackles (four each), running 
backs (three) and cornerbacks (three). 


Non-conference foes 

Welcome to the playoff era of col- 
lege football. Teams have to schedule 
wisely. Make the non-conference games 
too hard, and you might lose too many 
games. Make it too easy, and you might 
not have the strength of schedule you 
need to impress the selection committee. 

As it turns out, the SEC this year fea- 
tures an unusual amount of high-quality 
non-conference matchups, especially 
early in the season. 

Ole Miss battles Boise State on Aug. 28 
in Atlanta. 

On Aug. 30, Alabama faces West 
Virginia in Atlanta, Georgia hosts 
Clemson, and LSU goes to Houston to 
take on Wisconsin. 

Not a bad collection of appetizers. 

On Sept. 13, the SEC visits Big 12 coun- 
try as Tennessee travels to Oklahoma, 


and Arkansas makes a trip to Texas Tech. 
Missouri also will play host to reigning 
AAC champ Central Florida. 

On Sept. 18, Auburn visits Kansas State, 
and Arkansas hosts Northern Illinois on 
Sept. 20 (the Huskies are expected to take 
a step back without quarterback Jordan 
Lynch, but this could still be tricky). 

On Nov. 29, Florida goes to national 
champion Florida State, Georgia hosts 
Georgia Tech, Kentucky takes on in-state 
rival Louisville, and South Carolina ven- 
tures to Clemson. 

That’s 13 quality non-conference games 
in the first year of the SEC Network, four 
against the ACC and four against the Big 12. 

There is the usual weaker fare, of 
course, as well: Florida Atlantic, Western 
Carolina, Tennessee-Chattanooga, 
Eastern Michigan, Nicholls State, Samford, 
Sam Houston State, Presbyterian, South 
Alabama, South Dakota State, Furman, 
Lamar, Old Dominion, UT-Martin (twice), 
Charleston Southern (twice) and others. 


Attendance Numbers 

Auburn, runner-up in the national cham- 
pionship game, led the nation by playing 
in front of 1.2 million fans in 14 games. 

Alabama was fourth (1,156,256) while 
LSU was sixth (1,084,293), Georgia sev- 
enth (1,071,401), Texas A&M eighth 
(1,058,585), Tennessee ninth (1,039,732) 
and South Carolina 12th (1,002,947). 

That meant seven of the top 12 in total 
attendance were from the SEC. 


Expansion good for Aggies, Tigers 

It didn’t take long for Texas A&M and 
Missouri to make a mark as newbies in 
the powerful SEC. 

Missouri shocked everyone by winning 
the East Division and playing for the SEC 
Championship. The Tigers went 12-2 and 
won the Cotton Bowl. Texas A&M went 9-4 
and won the Chick-fil-A Bowl a year after 
producing a Heisman Trophy winner, win- 
ning the Cotton Bowl and upending even- 
tual national champion Alabama. 


Coaching Changes 

The SEC had only one head coaching 
change, and that was because James Franklin 
left Vanderbilt for the Penn State job. 

Vandy hired Derek Mason, former 
defensive coordinator at Stanford. 

There were also a limited number of 
coordinator changes. A few key ones: 

Florida hired offensive coordinator 


Kurt Roper from Duke to rejuvenate and 
revamp one of the league’s worst attacks. 
Lane Kiffin rejoins the SEC as offensive 
coordinator at Alabama. Georgia hired 
defensive coordinator Jeremy Pruitt from 
national champion Florida State. 


Extra points 

+ The SEC’s streak of seven consecu- 
tive national championships ended, but 
Auburn played for the title. It marked 
the first time an SEC team lost in the 
BCS title game to a non-SEC opponent. 
Still, the SEC has won eight of the past 
11 crowns and nine since the BCS was 
founded in 1998. No other conference has 
more than two. The SEC has won 11 since 
the league expanded in 1992. 

+ The SEC has had two teams in a BCS 
bowl seven years in a row and has taken 
eight of the last 14 slots in the national 
title game. 

+ Vanderbilt won nine games in back- 
to-back seasons for the first time ever and 
also won two consecutive bowl games. 
That positioned Franklin to take the Penn 
State job. 

+ The SEC has won at least five bowl 
games for eight years in a row after going 
7-3. One loss was in the national title 
game. Another was by five points. 

- The Big Ten hasn’t won a national 
title in football, men’s or women’s bas- 
ketball or baseball since 2002. Since that 
time, the SEC has won 16 — eight in 
football, three in men’s basketball and 
baseball, two in women’s basketball. 


Four-year standings 

How tough is it to win in the SEC? 
Well, consider that Alabama’s fifth-year 
seniors enter this season with more 
national championships to their credit 
than SEC titles. And Auburn’s four-year 
guys have been to the national champi- 
onship game as many times as Alabama 
in their careers, but have lost 13 league 
games in that span. Thirteen. 

Obviously, there are different ways to 
enjoy success. What would you rather 
have — four good years in a row, but 
with just one division championship, or 
up-and-down with a couple of SEC titles 
to your credit? Either way, it’s fun to be 
a fan. 

And all the while, there’s Steve being 
Superior, rising to the top of the East with 
three consecutive 11-win seasons (6-2 in 
league games each time). 
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RECEIVERS 


OFFENSIVE LINE 


QUARTERBACKS 


RUNNING BACKS 


1. AUBURN 
2. OLE MISS 
3. MISSISSIPPI STATE 
4. FLORIDA 
5. SOUTH CAROLINA 
6. MISSOURI 
7. GEORGIA 
8. ALABAMA 
9. TENNESSEE 
10. LSU 
11. TEXAS A&M 


| 12. ARKANSAS 


13. KENTUCKY 
14. VANDERBILT 


1. ALABAMA 

2. GEORGIA 

3. SOUTH CAROLINA 
4. ARKANSAS 

5. AUBURN 

6. LSU 

7. FLORIDA 

8. TEXAS A&M 

9. TENNESSEE 

10. OLE MISS 


_ 11. VANDERBILT 


12. MISSOURI 


| 13. MISSISSIPPI STATE 


14. KENTUCKY 


1. GEORGIA 

2. AAABAMA 

3. AUBURN 

4. SOUTH CAROLINA 
5. OLE MISS 

6. TENNESSEE 

7. FLORIDA 

8. TEXAS A&M 

9. MISSISSIPPI STATE 


10. MISSOURI 


11. KENTUCKY 
12. LSU 

13. VANDERBILT 
14. ARKANSAS 


1. AUBURN 

2. SOUTH CAROLINA 
3.LSU 

4. TEXAS A&M 

5. ALABAMA 

6. FLORIDA 

7. MISSOURI 

8. VANDERBILT 

9. KENTUCKY 


10. GEORGIA 
| 11. ARKANSAS 


12. MISSISSIPPI STATE 
13. OLE MISS 


| 14. TENNESSEE 
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The SEC had terrific quarterback play last season with Johnny Manziel (2012 Heisman winner), 
AJ McCarron (two-time national champ), Connor Shaw (South Carolina’s all-time winningest QB), 
Aaron Murray (Georgia's top passer), Zack Mettenberger and James Franklin. 

Those six are gone, leaving sizable voids. 

Auburn’s Nick Marshall is the league’s top returning quarterback, thanks to his mobility (the 
SEC’s only QB to rush for more than 1,000 yards), timely passing (1,976 yards, 14 TDs) and clutch 
play that helped the Tigers win the SEC. 

Ole Miss’ Bo Wallace, a third-year starter, racked up 3,346 passing yards (he had almost 3,000 the 
year before), with a solid 18-to-10 touchdown-to-interception ratio. Mississippi State’s Dak Prescott 
emerged late, displaying adept running ability with 829 yards on the ground and more rushing 
touchdowns (13) than Marshall (22). 

Florida’s Jeff Driskel, who broke his leg in Game 3, is a dual threat who must stay healthy for the 
Gators to bounce back. South Carolina’s Dylan Thompson helped the Gamecocks beat Michigan in 
a bowl game two years ago and proved to be productive when replacing Shaw. 

Missouri's Maty Mauk averaged 5.6 yards per carry and threw for 11 touchdowns in spot duty 
when Franklin was injured. 


Despite losing four 1,000-yard rushers for the second year in a row, the SEC is well stocked at 
running back as four 1,000-yard rushers return. 

Alabama has T.J Yeldon, who has rushed for more than 1,000 yards in each of the past two years, 
Kenyan Drake, who averaged a league-best 7.5 yards per carry (minimum 50 carries), and Derrick 
Henry, who could very well be the best of the bunch. He averaged 10.9 yards on 35 carries and was 
terrific in the Sugar Bowl. 

Georgia has two exceptional talents in juniors Todd Gurley (989 yards despite an injury-plagued 
season) and possibly Keith Marshall, trying to come back from last year’s torn ACL. The Bulldogs 
then signed two five-star runners. 

South Carolina’s Mike Davis jolted opponents for 1,183 yards and 11 touchdowns last year. 
Arkansas’ Alex Collins was named SEC Freshman of the Year after rushing for 1,026 yards, and 
Jonathan Williams added 900 yards. 

Auburn will miss 1,816-yard rusher Tre Mason, but Corey Grant (9.8 yards per carry), Cameron 
Artis-Payne (6.7) and redshirt freshman Peyton Barber are more than capable. LSU has Terrence 
Magee, Kenny Hilliard and five-star recruit Leonard Fournette. 


Seven of the top 10 receivers are gone — five turned pro early — and one of the best — Missouri’s 
Dorial Green-Beckham — was dismissed from the team in the spring. Still, there are some talented 
young guns that make this an intriguing position. 

Georgia has an outstanding collection of wideouts, led by Chris Conley (45 for 651), Malcolm 
Mitchell (if he can stay healthy), Michael Bennett (41 for 538), Reggie Davis (23.4 yards on 11 catch- 
es) and Justin Scott-Wesley. 

Alabama is led by All-SEC performer Amari Cooper (45 for 736) who had an off sophomore sea- 
son after a brilliant freshman campaign. Christion Jones (36 catches) and DeAndrew White (32) are 
among other inviting targets, as is tight end O.J. Howard (19.2 yards on 14 catches). 

Auburn’s Sammie Coates averaged an eye-popping 21.5 yards on 42 catches. Ricardo Louis 
(28 catches), Quan Bray (23) and tight end C.J. Uzomah are solid. South Carolina is led by Shaq 
Roland (25 for 455), Damiere Byrd (33 for 575) and injury-prone tight end Rory Anderson. 

Ole Miss’ Laquon Treadwell is the leading returning receiver (72 catches), while Mississippi State’s 
Jameon Lewis (64) is next. Tennessee is led by Marquez North, Von Pearson and Josh Malone. 


Auburn led the SEC in rushing at 328.3 yards per game; that was more than go yards ahead of the 
second-place team, thanks to the zone-read option and a powerful offensive line. The Tigers lost 
a first-round draft pick in Greg Robinson, but returns an excellent run blocking unit, led by All-SEC 
center Reese Dismukes. 

South Carolina returns four starters, led by guard A.J. Cann and tackles Brandon Shell and Corey 
Robinson — each a potential high draft pick. LSU also returns four starters, led by tackle La’el Collins. 
Alabama will be strong up front again with center Ryan Kelly and tackle Austin Shepherd lead- 

ing the way for a team that averaged 205.6 rushing yards per game. 
Texas A&M is one of six teams that returns four starters. Tackle Cedric Ogbuehi, guard Jarvis 
Harrison and center Mike Matthews will be challenged to protect a young, inexperienced quarterback. 
Florida’s emphasis on the run game will be led up front by tackles Chaz Green and D.J. 
Humphries and guard Max Garcia. Tennessee will go from having one of the best lines to the worst 
after losing all five starters. 
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SECONDARY 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


DEFENSIVE LINE 


LINEBACKERS 


Chris Jones Headlines SEC’s Best D-Line 


1. MISSISSIPPI STATE 
2. ALABAMA 

3. FLORIDA 

4. AUBURN 

5. OLE MISS 

6. SOUTH CAROLINA 
TES 

8. MISSOURI 

9. KENTUCKY 


| 10. GEORGIA 
| 11. TEXAS A&M 


12. ARKANSAS 


| 13. VANDERBILT 


14. TENNESSEE 


1. GEORGIA 

2. SOUTH CAROLINA 
3. ALABAMA 

4. FLORIDA 

5. TENNESSEE 

6. OLE MISS 

7.LSU 

8. MISSISSIPPI STATE 
9, AUBURN 


| 10. ARKANSAS 


11. VANDERBILT 


12. TEXAS A&M 


13. MISSOURI 


| 14. KENTUCKY 


1. LSU 
2. OLE MISS 
3. MISSISSIPPI STATE 
4. FLORIDA 
5. ALABAMA 
6. SOUTH CAROLINA 
7. GEORGIA 
8. ARKANSAS 
9, AUBURN 
10. TEXAS A&M 
11. TENNESSEE 


| 12. KENTUCKY 
| 13. MISSOURI 
14, VANDERBILT 


1, FLORIDA 

2. MISSOURI 

3. TEXAS A&M 

4. SOUTH CAROLINA 
5. ALABAMA 

6. GEORGIA 

7.LSU 

8. OLE MISS 

9, VANDERBILT 


| 10. KENTUCKY 


11. ARKANSAS 
12. AUBURN 

13. TENNESSEE 
14. MISSISSIPPI STATE 


2014 www.lindyssports.com 


Mississippi State is stout up front, Sophomore Chris Jones will eventually be a high draft pick. 
The Bulldogs might not have another major all-star, but they are flush with solid players who make 
each other better. 

Alabama has a talented group, but it’s not experienced. End A’Shawn Robinson is a beast. Junior 
college transfers DJ Pettway (dismissed from the Bama team two years ago) and Jarran Reed 
should provide immediate help for a defense that led the league in stopping the run. 

Florida end Dante Fowler Jr. could vie to be the SEC’s top defensive player. Tackle Jonathan 
Bullard is a future All-SEC player, and he helped the Gators rank No. 2 in the league in run defense 
last season. Auburn, third in the league in sacks, will miss Dee Ford, but end Carl Lawson is a rising 
star, tackle Gabe Wright is solid and this unit is very deep. 

Ole Miss moved athletic Robert Nkemdiche from end to tackle. End C.J. Johnson returns from 
injury, and Issac Gross is dependable. South Carolina lost three stars, but tackle J.T. Surrat, Gerald 
Dixon and junior college transfer Abu Lamin form a nice nucleus. 

Kentucky’s Alvin Dupree is the leading returner in sacks (7.0) and teammate Za’Darius Smith 
had six. Missouri’s Markus Golden had 6.5 in a reserve role. 


Georgia might have the nation’s best collection of linebackers, as all four could make All-SEC. 

Ramik Wilson led the SEC with 133 tackles, while Amarlo Herrera was third with 112. Sophomore 
Leonard Floyd is the best pass rusher among the group — he led the team with 6.5 sacks. And 
Jordan Jenkins is well on the NFL radar. 

South Carolina is strong at this position with Skai Moore, Kaiwan Lewis and rover Sharrod 
Golightly. Moore’s four interceptions are the most by a returning linebacker. Alabama’s top line- 
backer is Trey DePriest, and there is interchangeable talent around him. Florida is led by Jarrad 
Davis, Michael Taylor and Antonio Morrison, who had an off season last year. 

Tennessee’s A.J. Johnson has the most career tackles (324) of any active player in the SEC. He’s 
had more than 100 in each of the past two years. Curt Maggitt, who missed last season due to a torn 
ACL, will give the unit a huge lift as a pass rusher. 

Ole Miss’ top linebacker is Serderius Bryant, although Denzel Nkemdiche is more publicized. 
LSU is led by experienced D.J. Welter, Lamar Louis and Kwon Alexander. Benardrick McKinney is 
an All-SEC candidate at Mississippi State. 


LSU gets the nod almost by default as no team in the SEC has a great collection of defensive 
backs. The Tigers, fourth in the league in pass-defense efficiency, have a lot of good players — 
Tre’Davious White, Jalen Mills, Rashard Robinson, etc. 

Ole Miss, one of five teams that returns all four secondary starters, has All-American safety 
Cody Prewitt, who led the league with six picks. Hybrid safety Tony Conner was a Freshman 
All-American. Rover Trae Elston is a three-year starter. 

Mississippi State has two nice corners in Taveze Calhoun and Jamerson Love (three intercep- 
tions each). 

Florida led the SEC in pass-defense efficiency two years in a row, but it’s hard replacing three 
starters. Yet, Vernon Hargreaves III is the best cover corner in the league. Alabama safety Landon 
Collins is one of the top three DBs in the league, but he’s the lone returning starter and it’s difficult 
for youngsters to play in that complicated scheme. 

South Carolina was one of only four SEC teams to hold opponents to fewer than 200 passing 
yards per game. Georgia’s Damian Swann is a solid corner, despite being beat deep a few times. 
Tray Matthews is a good young free safety. 


Florida is the only SEC team to rank in the top four in punt and kick returns each of the past 
two years. 

The Gators feature return specialist Andre Debose, who has five career returns for touchdowns 
but is coming off an ACL injury. The Gators hope punter Kyle Christy (SEC-best 45.8-yard average 
in 2012) bounces back. Florida is also skilled at blocking kicks. The only hiccup is place-kicking 
(12 of 22 on field goal attempts). 

Missouri’s Marcus Murphy had 832 return yards and four touchdowns in 2012 but was contained 
last year. Kicker Andrew Baggett hit 18 of 25 field goal tries. 

Texas A&M has the best punter in the SEC (Drew Kaser, 47.4-yard average), and Trey Williams 
ranked among the top five in kick returns (25.2). South Carolina has an exciting return man in 
Pharoh Cooper, and Elliot Fry hit 15 of 18 field-goal attempts. 

Alabama has the league’s most dynamic return man in Christion Jones, who was second in punt 
returns (14.0) and kick returns (28.7) and had three runbacks for TDs. Alabama lost its punter and 
was average with place-kicking. 

Georgia has a standout kicker (Marshall Morgan, 22 of 24 field goal attempts) and a good punter, 
but was last in kick and punt return average. 
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IS THIS JUST THE BEGINNING OF A NEW 
LEVEL OF SEC DOMINANCE? 


BY DENNIS DODD | Photo by Daniel Shirey-USA TODAY Sports 


ike Slive knew exactly what he 
was doing. 
What, you need to be reminded? 


When the playoff was being assembled 
these last few years, you might remember 
a significant early debate: Top-ranked teams 
or only conference champs? 

Even SEC patriarch Roy Kramer 
acknowledged in 2012 that, “The participants 
should be a conference champion.” 

Four months later, Slive all but took off 
his shoe and banged it on the table. 


“One, two, three, four,” he said at the SEC 
spring meetings. 

Excuse me? 

“One, two, three, four,” he repeated. 

In case you missed the message, Slive had 
all but demanded that those playoff teams 
be the best four available. 

“T really haven't deviated from this 
position,” he said at the time. “It needs to be 
(the top four ranked teams) and fans would 
expect us to provide the four best teams.” 

So as we enter a brave new world, 


remember we're here at this point in history 
largely because Slive got his way. Sly, (b)old 
fox that he is. 

If history repeats, and the recruiting 
pipeline continues to flow, the SEC should 
dominate the playoff era just the way it 
controlled the BCS era. The reason is clear: 
Football is to the South what soccer is to 
Brazil or hockey is to Canada. 

You might recall the SEC has been in the 
national championship game eight years 
running, and won it seven of those times. 
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Perhaps just as important, five times in 
the past eight years, two SEC teams have 
finished in the top four of the final BCS 
standings. See the method in Slive’s madness? 
And the wealth is spread around within the 
brotherhood: Six different SEC teams finished 
in the top five in the 16 BCS seasons. 

Will the excellence carry over? Why not? 

There might not be a better example of 
success breeding success than what has 
happened in this league. 

Slive got his way in the playoff, mostly 
because it made the most sense for the SEC 
— and for the powers of college football. 
In the BCS era, conference champions 
have been devalued. Because of the highly 
competitive but disparate schedules of 
divisional play, the best team in the super 
conferences might not win the conference. 

See, Alabama 2011. 

Also, see LSU playing for the national 
championship in 2007 with two losses. 

At some point, the SEC began to get the 
benefit of the doubt from those faceless 
computers, voters, and decimal points. Is it 
fair, or just a natural reflection of what had 
happened to the game? 

Slive helped christen this aircraft carrier 
with a series of brilliant moves. When 
he took office in 2002, his league had 
a perception problem. One of Slive’s first 
initiatives was to get the league out of 
NCAA jail by the summer of 2008. And by 
then, only the Arkansas track team was still 
saddled with major penalties. 

A short time later, a new multibillion- 
dollar deal with CBS and ESPN followed. The 
SEC had become cool — a super conference 
before the term was coined in realignment. 
Players want to play there. Coaches want to 
coach there. Fans fill up the stadiums there. 

In the era of conference shuffling, schools 
fell all over themselves to be in the club. 
With the addition of Missouri and Texas 
A&M, conference revenue is up $41 million 
to more than $300 million. 

Entering into a partnership with the 
Sugar Bowl, the SEC and Big 12 basically 
“bought” the bowl in this playoff era. The 
leagues will earn $90 million annually for 
sending a representative to play in New 
Orleans (except every third year, when the 
Sugar will be a national semifinal — and 
SEC teams will be much-sought-after entities 
by the other monster bowls.) 

It will be up to that College Football 
Playoff selection committee to judge 
whether SEC dominance continues. Thanks 
to Slive’s advocacy, the top four could 
continue to be an SEC playground. It can be 
argued that the controversy has just begun. 

Not only is the field doubled (to four). 


A national debate awaits below, over Nos. 5, 
6, 7 and perhaps beyond. 

For now, the BCS rankings are the only 
benchmark we have. The 13 members on the 
selection committee have no track record. 

They're supposed to be objective, but 
how can they ignore the most dominant 
conference in the history of the game? There 
were 64 top-four slots in the history of the 
BCS. The SEC occupied 18 of them — 28 
percent of the total, exceeding its “fair 
share.” Two SEC teams would have made 
the four-team cut in each of the past three 
seasons, based on BCS standings. 

The selection committee members might 
not be able to turn away even if they wanted 
to. The SEC is going to be everywhere: The 
SEC Network launches in August. 

Based on history, they will have to deal 
with the following in 2014: 

e Alabama and everything that has 
come with it since Nick Saban arrived. 

The nation’s highest-paid coach has come 
to dominate recruiting and the national 
conversation. Please reference Saban’s stance 


on the controversial 10-second rule that 
emanated from the rules committee. 

Alabama has the best of everything, 
including crowd shots and reality shows 
(Katherine Webb in both cases). Oh, and let 
us not forget the Tide will be chasing its 
fourth title in six years. 

¢ Take a look at Lindy’s Top 25 for 2014. 
It will have its share of representatives from 
the “Strength Everywhere Conference.” Half 
the league (seven teams) finished in the 
final 2013 AP poll. 

¢ Another Heisman run. SEC athletes have 
won three of the last five Stiff Arms, and 
there are several good candidates for 2014. 

¢ Since 2006, the SEC Championship Game 
had become a de facto national semifinal in 
the BCS era. The winner of the game played 
for the national championship. 

Finally, given all of this dominance, this 
question has to pass through the minds of the 
selection committee: Would a playoff without 
an SEC team — or two — even be credible? 

We all know the answer to that one. And 
so does the committee. 


— I 


A The Auburn Tigers hold up the 
2010 SEC Championship Trophy 
after defeating South Carolina at 
the Georgia Dome. 

Photo by Marvin Gentry-USA TODAY Sports 


Florida Gators quarterback Tim 

<@ Tebow receives the Most Valuable 
Player Trophy following the Gators’ 
defeat of the Alabama Crimson 
Tide in the 2008 SEC Championship 
game. 
Photo by Paul Abell-USA TODAY Sports 
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IT CHEWS UP ASSISTANT COACHES, BUT A FEW 
HAVE MANAGED LONG CAREERS 


hen Lane Kiffin left Tennessee for USC 
W in January 2010, Utah head coach 

Kyle Whittingham emerged as a strong 
candidate to replace him. 

The SEC, however, isn’t for everyone. 

In fact, reflecting back on that 
opportunity, Whittingham stated publicly in 
the last year, “The SEC is, of course, one of 
the premier conferences in the country, but 
be careful what you wish for. The SEC will 
grind you to a pulp.” 

Coaching in the SEC does require a unique 
lifestyle. It’s a different deal. But it’s one 
that a few coaches have enjoyed. 

Those who aren't at the top of their craft 
are weeded out in coaching transitions, but 
that doesn’t stop guys from trying to land 
their dream jobs. While assistant coaching 
salaries continue to rise, so does the 
number of coaches attempting to land jobs 
on staffs in the SEC. 

Five of the 10 highest-paid assistants in 
the country last year worked in the SEC, 
according to a study by USA Today. Alabama 


BY PETE ROUSSEL 


defensive coordinator Kirby Smart was tops 
in the league and second nationally at 
$1,150,350. 

More money, more pressure? 

It’s one thing to have the opportunity 
to join an SEC program. It’s another thing 
to remain in the league because of the 
myriad challenges — the annual coaching 
carousel, the competition, the adversity, 
the long days and many hotel rooms while 
recruiting, and the intense scrutiny from 
the media. 

That’s true in all of the major conferences, 
but everything is amplified in the SEC, 
whose teams recently won seven consecutive 
BCS national championships. 

Yet, some have survived the nomadic 
lifestyle and remarkably remained in the 
conference for more than a decade. They 
are almost iconic figures in the world of 
SEC football. 

There aren’t many. Of the 126 assistant 
coaches in the conference — nine per team 
— only eight have coached in the league 


continuously since 2005. 

Remarkably, this season will be John 
Chavis’ 20th straight calling a defense in 
the SEC. Chavis, 57, joined the Tennessee 
staff in 1989 and was promoted to defensive 
coordinator in 1995. After the Phillip 
Fulmer era came a close in Knoxville, 

Chavis joined the LSU staff as defensive 
coordinator in 2009. 

At Georgia, Mike Bobo joined Mark 
Richt’s staff in 2001 as quarterbacks coach 
and was promoted to offensive coordinator 
in 2006. 

Longevity has its advantages. Bobo told 
CoachingSearch.com during spring practice: 

“Our film library, I mean there are lockers 
of 150 clips of the same play. It’s David 
Greene, (D.J.) Shockley, (Matthew) Stafford, 
(Aaron) Murray, and Joe Cox. It’s all of them 
running the same play, so our guys get to 
see it over and over again. Quarterbacks 
are so much more prepared than they were 
five years ago because of the film and our 
continuity. It is an advantage.” 
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Some other “old-timers” — such as 
Mississippi State assistant Greg Knox and 
Auburn assistant Rodney Garner — do not 
receive as much attention, but are valuable 
assets to their respective programs. 

Former Auburn assistant and current 
Cincinnati offensive coordinator Eddie 
Gran, who spent more than a decade 
coaching with Knox at Ole Miss and 
Auburn, describes Knox as “the most 
positive person I know.” 

“Greg Knox will find a positive in 
everything,” he said. 

Knox, who coaches the running backs at 
Mississippi State, added the responsibility of 
special teams coordinator in the offseason. 

Garner, meanwhile, continues to recruit 
and develop defensive linemen at an elite 
level. Everything starts along the line of 
scrimmage in the SEC, and Garner's tenure of 
coaching defensive linemen in the SEC since 
1998 is a reflection of the value that several 
different head coaches believe Garner adds 
to a program. This season will be Garner's 
25th year in the SEC. 

At Texas A&M, Terry Price coaches 
the defensive line. Price joined Tommy 
Tuberville’s staff at Ole Miss in 1995, 
followed Tuberville to Auburn, joined 
Houston Nutt’s staff at Ole Miss, and now 
has found his way to College Station. 

At Mississippi State, David Turner 
coaches the defensive line. Turner joined 
the Vanderbilt staff in 2002 and has since 
coached the defensive line at Alabama, 
Mississippi State, Kentucky, and rejoined 
Dan Mullen’s staff in 2013. 


Other notable coaches who have been 
a part of the league for years but took a 
short detour out of the conference before 
rejoining an SEC program include: 

Auburn cornerbacks coach Melvin Smith, 
Ole Miss offensive line coach Matt Luke, 
Alabama outside linebackers coach Lance 
Thompson, LSU tight ends coach Steve 
Ensminger, Alabama’s Smart, Auburn 
defensive coordinator Ellis Johnson, LSU 
running backs coach/recruiting coordinator 
Frank Wilson, Mississippi State safeties coach 
Tony Hughes, Mississippi State co-offensive 
coordinator/wide receivers coach Billy 
Gonzales, and Auburn safeties coach Charlie 
Harbison. 

Luke spent four years at Duke; 
Thompson three years at UCF; Ensminger 


left to right: 


Georgia’s Mike Bobo 
Photo by Dale Zanine-USA TODAY Sports 


Tennessee’s John Chavis 
Photo by Marvin Gentry-USA TODAY Sports 


Alabama’s Kirby Smart 
Photo by Matthew Emmons-USA TODAY Sports 


LSU’s Frank Wilson 
Photo by Derick E. Hingle-USA TODAY Sports 


one season at the high school level; Smart 
one season with the Miami Dolphins; 
Johnson one season at Southern Miss; 
Wilson one season at Southern Miss; 
Hughes one season at Southern Miss; 
Gonzales one season at Illinois; and 
Harbison four years at Clemson. 

Overall, these coaches have spent countless 
hours developing young men and helping 
players achieve more than just success on 
the field. Their longevity in the league is a 
reflection of their ability to recruit, develop 
players and adapt on a yearly basis to new 
players and, sometimes, new coaches. 

The grind? It’s well worth it. 


Pete Roussel is the owner/operator of 
CoachingSearch.com 


LONGEST-CONTINUOUS SEC ASSISTANT COACHES 


ASSISTANT FIRST YEAR 
John Chavis 1989 
Rodney Garner 1990 
Terry Price 1995 
Greg Knox 1995 
Mike Bobo 2001 
David Turner 2002 
Joker Phillips 2002 
Steve Spurrier Jr. 2005 
John Hevesy 2005 


TEAMS 

Tennessee, LSU 

Auburn, Tennessee, Georgia 

Ole Miss, Auburn, Ole Miss, Texas A&M 
Ole Miss, Auburn, Mississippi State 
Georgia 


Vanderbilt, Alabama, Kentucky, 
Mississippi State 


South Carolina, Kentucky 
(as assistant and head coach), Florida 


South Carolina 
Florida, Mississippi State 
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*S NICK MARSHALL R 
HIS DANGEROUS GAME 


BY MATT LOWE | Photo by Matthew Emmons-USA TODAY Sports 


ick Marshall remembers exactly when 
he knew he had a future in football. 
How could he not? Just as he did 
last year, he put on a show. 

“When I was in eighth grade, we played 
(Treutlen County) for the championship and 
I threw six touchdown passes,” Marshall 
said. “That's when I knew I could be pretty 
good if I kept doing what I was doing, and 
I stuck with it from there on out.” 

Marshall's ascension was one of last 
season’s surprise stories as he came out 
of nowhere to lead Auburn to within 13 
seconds of its second national title in four 
years. 

Despite the heart-breaking loss to Florida 
State, the added expectations of being 
a league champion and now the increased 
media exposure on the senior quarterback, 
Marshall, off the field, seems to roll like he 
does on it: with extreme poise. 

And any time a quarterback exudes poise, 
it usually trickles down to teammates. 


“T just lead by example,” Marshall said. 
“I'm not very talkative, but Ill get talkative 
sometimes after the games with my 
teammates. ... But when we are playing 
a game, that’s my focus.” 

When Auburn suits up for the season 
opener against Arkansas, Marshall could 
have Sammie Coates — one of the top 
deep threats in college football — wide 
on his left. 

He could have Lindy’s first-team All-SEC 
tight end C.J. Uzomah, Ricardo Louis 
(of the “Miracle in Jordan-Hare” fame) and 
D‘haquille “Duke” Williams, the nation’s top 
junior college player, on his right. 

To the left of him in the backfield could 
be sparkplug Cameron Artis-Payne. Directly 
in front of him will be Reese Dismukes, the 
four-year starting center who will bust his 
tail to protect the man with the rock, as will 
his four other rugged buddies. 

This is one of several formation options in 
Auburn’s offense. And this is a Gus Malzahn/ 


eal ‘ 


Rhett Lashlee attack that thrives with the 
dual-threat Marshall — out of Georgia's 
Wilcox County High School — running the 
show. 

“Our offense is going to be a scary sight,” 
said Marshall, who began playing organized 
football at 6-years old. “People know we can 
run the ball, but we have been working on 
throwing the ball down the field so we can 
be better at both — and be balanced.” 

Last year, Marshall took the SEC by 
storm, orchestrating an Auburn ground 
attack that led the nation in rushing at 
328.3 yards per game. His wizardry with 
the ball in his hands on zone-read plays 
mystified defenses, and his 1,068 yards 
and 12 touchdowns on the ground ranked 
second on the team to Heisman finalist 
Tre Mason, who broke Bo Jackson’s single- 
season rushing record. 

“Tt’s (the offense) fun, especially when 
we get the offense rolling and everything 
is clicking on all cylinders,” Marshall said 
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about playing in Malzahn/Lashlee’s high- 
powered 0. “You play the game to have fun, 
yet you still want to be successful, so it's 

a great fit for me.” 

But with all the success Marshall had 
on the ground, his passing came under 
scrutiny at times during Auburn’s magical 
12-2 season. It wasn’t because he was doing 
something horribly wrong — Marshall did 
complete 59.4 percent of his passes (142 
of 239) for 1,976 yards and 14 touchdowns 
with only six interceptions. It was more a 
case of a number of missed opportunities. 

Several times throughout the season, 
including the national title game, Marshall 
missed wide-open targets downfield. In 
fairness, he had only a short time to get 
acquainted with some very fast and very 
talented Auburn wideouts due to his fall 
arrival from junior college. 

“I think a lack of reps hurt his timing last 
year early on for sure,” Lashlee said. “The 
more reps he gets with guys like Sammie, 
Ricardo and Williams, the better. He looked 
much more comfortable this spring. And he 
really improved.” 

Now, with a season under his belt, 
Marshall (6-1, 210) feels much more 
comfortable in the offense, which focused 


on improvement in the passing game during 
spring ball in order to create more offensive 
balance. 

“Last year there was a whole lot of 
thinking,” Marshall said. “This year I can 
use my instincts and go out and just play 
ball. I know the progressions of the offense, 
where everybody is going to be, what route 
they are running, so I feel like I know the 
offense well.” 

Marshall focused hard on his quick drops, 
footwork and progressions during spring 
practices. Lashlee took notice and was quick 
to mention Marshall as one player who 
“really improved throughout the duration 
of spring practice.” 

“I worked on the quick-three; quick- 


No. Player, school 

1. Jordan Lynch, Northern Illinois 
2. Taysom Hill, BYU 

3. Braxton Miller, Ohio State 

4. Cole Gautsche, New Mexico 

5. Nick Marshall, Auburn 


three drop step; big three and following 
through more on my throws so I can be more 
accurate — on my toes — at the target,” 
Marshall said. “I also worked on quarterback 
drills with the footwork, with pressure 
coming, sidestepping and things like that.” 

Following his 236-yard, four-touchdown 
passing performance in Auburn's annual 
A-Day Game, Marshall said he feels good 
about where he and his teammates stand. 

“We can be great. But we can’t take 
anything for granted,” Marshall said. “We've 
just got to focus on getting better each day. 
We were 13 seconds away from winning it 
last year, so we just think that we've got to 
be 13 seconds better than what we were last 
year.” 


Att Yds TD Avg/g 
292 1,920 23 137.1 
246 1,344 10 103.4 
171 ~=—- 1,068 12 89.0 
118 777 8 86.3 
172 = 1,068 12 82.2 


Nick Marshall is pushing himself to be even better in 2014. 
Photo by RD Moore 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Lane Kiffin 


AT A GLANCE 


2013: 
11-2 overall, 7-1 SEC (T-1st, West) 


COACH: 
Nick Saban — At Alabama: 74-15, 7 years; 
overall: 165-57-1, 18 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
12; 8 offense, 4 defense 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Jacob Coker, RB T.J. Yeldon, RB Derrick 
Henry, WR Amari Cooper, TE 0.J. Howard, 
DE A’Shawn Robinson, LB Trey DePriest, 

S Landon Collins 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

Led by Yeldon and Cooper, Alabama has play- 
makers galore at running back and wide receiver 
— so much so that many talented players sim- 
ply can’t crack the depth chart. The defensive 
line is young, but there are plenty of options, 
especially at end. The Crimson Tide should be 
tough in the middle of the field, too, because of 
its experience at inside linebacker and safety. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

Though Coker is certainly promising, it's never 
easy replacing an established player like AJ 
McCarron. The offensive line is coming off a so-so 
year and will be breaking in at least two new 
starters. The Crimson Tide played poorly at corner- 
back last season and saw one of its best, Eddie 
Jackson, go down with a knee injury during the 
spring. Place-kicking could be troublesome. 


KEY LOSSES: 

QB AJ McCarron, WR Kevin Norwood, LT Cyrus 
Kouandjio, LB C.J. Mosley, S Ha Ha Clinton-Dix, 
S Vinnie Sunseri 


OVERVIEW: 

The bull's eye won't be squarely on Alabama's 
back like it was last year when it gunned for 
its third consecutive national championship, 
but the Crimson Tide is still among the favor- 
ites. Alabama has won a national champion- 
ship before with a first-year quarterback, and 
there’s been plenty of time to resolve the 
issues in the secondary. How Alabama per- 
forms in the final, nail-biting moments of its 
toughest games will ultimately dictate how far 
it can go in this redemption-fueled season. 


ALABAMA 


C 


For more coverage of the Crimson Tide, visit alabama.247Sports.com 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Kirby Smart 


STADIUM: Bryant-Denny: 101,821 


Return to Top Requires Rediscovering the Tide’s Identity 


ooking back on it, Alabama coach 
L*= Saban can put his finger 

on when the Crimson Tide lost 
its “identity.” In his eyes, it happened 
weeks before Alabama lost the Mother 
of all Iron Bowls in the mother of all 
ways to Auburn and long before the 
Crimson Tide’s stunning Sugar Bowl 
loss to Oklahoma. 

Simply put, Alabama wasn’t play- 
ing Alabama football when it mattered 
most, and it ultimately destroyed its 
chances of winning a third consecutive 
national championship. Fully aware of 
how talent can only take a team so far, 
the 2014 Crimson Tide has embraced 
the challenge of rediscovering the mojo 
it lost along the way. 

“It’s not easy. It’s difficult. It’s tough,” 
Saban said. “To have the psychologi- 
cal toughness to sustain the season to 
play the kind of football that we’ve 
won playing around here, you have to 
pound. You have to pound your hand 
in the sand until it’s tough enough to 
go through it. 

“I don’t know that we ever paid that 
price last year, and I think it’s important 
that our players understand why we do 
the things we do so they can make it 
through the season and play the kind of 
football that we want to play.” 

After 15 practices, Saban came away 
pleased with Alabama’s attitude and its 
approach to the intangibles that can’t 
be gleaned off paper. The new leader- 
ship group — with faces such as line- 
backer Trey DePriest, right tackle Austin 
Shepherd and wide receiver Amari Coo- 
per — provides signs of encouragement 
on a team that once again boasts a deep 
pool of talent at most positions. 

“The challenge for our team is, if you 
want to continue to have success on a 
consistent basis, everyone has to buy in 
to the process of the system of what we 


do,” Saban said. “You can’t start ques- 
tioning it; you have to buy in to it.” 

If Alabama does that, it will be in 
good position to reclaim its spot atop 
the SEC. There are plenty of questions 
at quarterback, defensive back and 
kicker, but the array of playmakers it 
boasts at wide receiver and running 
back and the potential for a menacing 
front seven are reason enough to put 
the Crimson Tide among a small group 
of teams with the best chance to win 
the first College Football Playoff. 


OFFENSE 


Part I of Alabama’s quarterback com- 
petition came to a close at the Crimson 
Tide’s end-of-spring A-Day game. Part II 
commences when Florida State transfer 
Jacob Coker officially arrives on campus 
and battles with dual-threat senior 
Blake Sims and redshirt freshman Coo- 
per Bateman to replace AJ McCarron. 

Sims, who backed up McCarron dur- 
ing the past two seasons, had a good 
spring but struggled in the spring game. 
Bateman made some of the prettiest 
throws at A-Day, but consistency has 
been an issue. 

Coker never started a game at Florida 
State, but he received rave reviews 
from Seminoles coaches who said the 
competition between him and Heisman 
Trophy winner Jameis Winston before 
the 2013 season was legitimate. Coker 
trained with a private quarterback 
coach while finishing up his studies at 
Florida State and should be fully versed 
in new offensive coordinator Lane Kif- 
fin’s attack when he enrolls at Alabama. 

Whoever wins the quarterback battle 
will have the usual surplus of weapons 
in the backfield. TJ. Yeldon racked up 
2,343 yards and 26 touchdowns during 
his first two seasons and appears poised 
to be first in line again this year. 
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T.J. Yeldon 


Photo by John David Mercer-USA TODAY Sports 


His workload should be eased a bit, 
though, as sophomore Derrick Henry 
had a “fabulous” spring, Saban said, and 
he should complement Yeldon well as 
the No. 2 option. Speedy Kenyan Drake 
will have a role, too. All three should 
benefit from the arrival of Kiffin, whose 
offense thrives when the top playmak- 
ers are well-fed via handoffs and passes. 

The Crimson Tide lost two of its most 
reliable receivers, but one more year — 
in all likelihood — of Amari Cooper will 
certainly help ease the transition for 
Alabama’s new quarterback. 

Cooper battled through a couple of 
injuries during what he considered to 
be a disappointing sophomore season. 
He still managed to lead the team in 
receptions (45) and receiving yards 
(736), but has approached his junior 
year determined on piling up big-time 
numbers. 

He'll be hard to double-team because 
there are plenty of other options, as 


Landon Collins 
\ Photo by RD Moore Le 


seniors DeAndrew White and Christion 
Jones bring plenty of experience, and 
third-year sophomore Chris Black, 
a weapon out of the slot, appears poised 
for a breakout year. Sophomore tight end 
O.J. Howard will also have a larger role. 
Alabama is replacing multiple starters 
along its line. If the Crimson Tide sticks 
with the first-team unit that emerged 
at the end of spring, it will have its 
three returning starters — left guard 
Arie Kouandjio, center Ryan Kelly and 
right tackle Austin Shepherd — back in 
their old spots with senior Leon Brown 
at right guard and promising freshman 
Cam Robinson, who enrolled early, at 
left tackle. 


DEFENSE 


The pass rush has been an issue for 
the past two years, but this year’s group 
might have the proper pieces to bring 
back memories of the dominant 2011 


POS STARTER YR. _ COMMENT 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


front seven. 

Sophomore defensive end A’Shawn 
Robinson, who led Alabama with 5.5 
sacks last year, is arguably the most 
promising member of the line, which 
is moving forward without two starters 
from last year's team. 

Two junior college transfers from 
East Mississippi Community College, 
Jarran Reed and D.J. Pettway, made an 
immediate impact during the spring 
and will be key members of the rota- 
tion. Sophomores Jonathan Allen and 
Dalvin Tomlinson should also have 
roles, while senior nose guard Brandon 
Ivory returns as Alabama’s main man in 
the middle. 

They’re led by coach Bo Davis, who 
returned to Alabama — where he was 
in the same position from 2007-10 — 
to replace Chris Rumph (Texas). 

The task of replacing Butkus Award 
winner C.J. Mosley has been eased by 
senior Trey DePriest, a two-year starter 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


QB —_ Jacob Coker Jr. Highly touted Florida State transfer arrives in the summer. Blake Sims, Sr. 
RB TJ. Yeldon* Jr Most rushing yards (2,343) of anyone in first two years at Bama. Derrick Henry, So. 
WR Amari Cooper* Jr. Apreseason All-American and potential 2015 first-round pick. Cameron Sims, Fr. 
WR DeAndrew White* Sr. Missed the spring after undergoing toe surgery. Robert Foster, Fr. 
WR _ Christion Jones* Sr. A versatile weapon from the slot; dangerous in the open field. Chris Black, So. 


TE —_0.J. Howard So. _ A weapon in the passing game who has improved as a blocker. Brian Vogler, Sr.* 


LT Cameron Robinson Fr. __ Could follow in footsteps of Andre Smith, start first college game. Brandon Greene, So. 


LG Arie Kouandjio* Sr. Relatively injury-free in 2013 after multiple knee surgeries. Isaac Luatua, Jr. 


C Ryan Kelly* Jr. Has emerged as one of the team’s top vocal leaders. Paul Waldrop, Jr. 
RG Leon Brown Sr.___ Won the starting job during the spring. Alphonse Taylor, So. 
RT Austin Shepherd* _Sr.__ Capable of playing multiple spots along the line, including LT. _Grant Hill, So. 

PK Adam Griffith So.__Has a big leg, but struggled during the spring. JK Scott, Fr. 
*Returning Starter 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 
DE  AShawn Robinson So. — Led Alabama with 5.5 sacks asa true freshman. D.J. Pettway, dr. 

NG Brandon Ivory* Sr.___ Returning starter who is hoping to be a better pass rusher. Darren Lake, Jr. 

DE —_Jarran Reed Jr. Junior college transfer who has great athleticism at 315 pounds. Jonathan Allen, So. 

LB Denzel Devall Jr. Switched from Jack to Sam during the spring. Ryan Anderson, So. 

LB Trey DePriest* Sr. One of the team’s top leaders will see his responsibilities expand. Shaun Dion Hamilton, Fr. 
LB Reggie Ragland Jr. Can shift from the inside to outside in pass-rushing situations. Reuben Foster, So. 

LB Xzavier Dickson Sr. Was in Saban's doghouse as a junior but has bounced back. Dillon Lee, Jr. 

CB Bradley Sylve Jr___Earned starting job last year, lost it while dealing with ankle injury. Maurice Smith, So. 

CB Cyrus Jones Jr. Undersized compared to his teammates but a solid option. Tony Brown, Fr. 

S$ __ Landon Collins* Jr Ahard hitter and one of the defense’s top playmakers. Jarrick Williams, Sr.* 


FS Geno Smith Jr. Converted to safety last season and is starting to catch on. Nick Perry, Sr. 
P JK Scott Fr. __ Will have a tall task replacing four-year starter Cody Mandell. Alec Morris, So. 


“Returning Starter 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


84 Lindy’s Sports Annuals 


www.lindyssports.com 2014 


CRIMSON TIDE RECRUITING 2014 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 


Tony Brown OB 


Cameron Robinson 
The No. 4 overall pros- 
pect in the 2014 class, : 


Cameron Robinson is 
physically as college 
ready as any offensive 


lineman, with a power- 


ful lower body and 
devastating hand 
punch. Robinson 


worked to improve his 


body during spring 
camp and emerged 
with a possible edge 
on sophomore 
Brandon Greene for 


the left tackle position. i 


Pos = Ht 


Tony Brown 

At No. 9 overall in the 
247Sports Composite, 
Brown is a physically 
imposing defensive 
back with elite speed, 
which he proved by 
running the fourth 
fastest 60-meter hur- 
dles in Alabama 
school history during 
the spring. Brown 
could be the most tal- 
ented DB on the 
Tide's roster right 
now. 


Wt Stars 


Jarran Reed 

When Alabama dips 
into the JC ranks, it is 
usually to replace a 
departed starter. With 
Ed Stinson and 
Jeoffrey Pagan gone to 
the NFL, Reed appears 
poised to seize the 
opportunity to step 
right in and make an 
impact. Built like a 
nose, Reed is quick 
and versatile enough 
to play the five tech- 
nique and move inside 
on passing downs. 


Hometown 
60 19 O©O000 _ Beaumont, TX 
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Ozen 
Parade All-American ... Second team USA Today All-American... Ranked No. 9 player 
and No. 2 cornerback nationally by 247Sports Composite. 


Josh Casher Oo Gi 25 SOO0 Mobile St Paul's 
247Sports Composite rated No. 2 center nationally and No. 10 player in Alabama... 
Graded 90 percent or better in 11 of 13 games in 2013... AL.com Super All-State. 


Ronnie Clark DB 63 25 SCO000 Calera Calera 
Ranked No. 70 player and No. 5 outside linebacker nationally, and No. 5 player in 
Alabama in the 247Sports Composite... PrepStar Top 150 Dream Team... All-State. 


Jacob Coker 65 20 OOO Mobil Florida State 
Enrolled in the summer after graduating from Florida State... Will have two years of 
eligibility remaining... Backup quarterback in 2013 to Heisman Trophy winner Jameis 
Winston... Played in seven games in 2013, completing 18 of 36 passes for 250 yards. 


David Comwell Bb 65 20 GOO00 Norman, OK Norman North 
Enrolled in January... 247Sports Composite rated No. 4 pro-style quarterback and 
No. 79 player nationally, and No. 1 player in Oklahoma... Missed second half of senior 
season with a knee injury... Had 2,742 yards passing and 27 touchdowns as a junior, 
while rushing for 755 yards and six touchdowns. 


Johnny Dwight DL 63 30 O06 Rochelle, GA Wilcox County 
Rated No. 31 defensive tackle nationally and No. 31 player in Georgia in the 247Sports 
Composite... PrepStar All-Southeast Region... All-State. 


Rashaan Evans B68 00000 = Aubum Auburn 
Parade All-American ... Ranked No. 15 player nationally, No. 1 outside linebacker and 


No. 2 player in Alabama by 247Sports Composite... Two-time All-State. 


TyFloumoy-Smith TE 63 25 OOO Moultrie, GA Georgia Military College 
Ranked No. 2 junior college tight end nationally, and No. 5 junior college player in 
Georgia by 247Sports Composite, Played as a true freshman at Georgia in 2012. 


Josh Frazier DL 63 35 OOOO Springdale, AR Har-Ber 
247Sports Composite rated No. 85 player and No. 6 defensive tackle nationally and 
No. 2 player in Arkansas... PrepStar Top 150 Dream Team... Had 65 tackles, including 
seven tackles for loss, and 3.5 quarterback sacks in 2012. 


Shaun Dion Hamilton 1B 6-0 233 OOOO Montgomery Carver 
Enrolled in January... 247Sports Composite ranked No. 10 inside linebacker nationally and 
No, 8 player in Alabama... Two-time All-State. 


Da’Shawn Hand 64 270 ©6000 Woodbridge, VA Woodbridge 
Parade All-American... Two-time USA Today All-American... Two-time 247Sports All- 
American... Rated No. 5 player in the 247Sports Composite, while ranking as the No. 1 
strongside defensive end and No. 1 player in Virginia ... Two-time All-State. 


J.C, Hassenauer O 6&3 2 OOOO Woodbury, MIN East Ridge 
Ranked No. 1 center and No. 172 player nationally by aabaiell Composite... PrepStar 
All-American... All-State in 2013 and honorable mention All-State in 2012. 

Keith Holcombe 1B 63 2145 GOOo°o Tuscaloosa Hillcrest 
247 Sports Composite rated No. 23 athlete nationally and No. 11 player in Alabama... 
PrepStar All-Southeast ... Honorable mention on AL.com’s 2013 Super All-State Team. 


Marion Humphrey DB 6-1 18 GOGOO Hoover Hoover 
USA Today All-American... Parade All-American... Ranked No. 3 cornerback and No. 12 
player nationally and No. 1 player in Alabama by 247Sports Composite... Three-time 
All-State... AL.com Super All-State. 


Commitiments 
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108 
Johnny Dwight National Rank: 1 SEC: 1 
Dwight impressed the 
Alabama staff during ZA SPORTS j 
their summer camp COM POSITE 


and two days later 
they accepted his 
commitment. Playing 
single-A ball at Wilcox 
County in Rochelle, 
Ga., Dwight received 
very little fanfare. But 
the 6-3, 300-pound 
lineman projects well 
as a run-stopping 
defensive lineman or 
possible interior 
offensive lineman. 


2015 NEEDS: 


The Tide met needs by signing the No. 2 and No. 3 
cornerbacks in the nation according to the 247Sports 
Composite, but safety is a priority after the early dec- 
laration of HaHa Clinton-Dix and possibility Landon 
Collins could follow suit. With only one JC tight end 
signed in 2014, Alabama will look to sign at least one 
in this cycle. Another top-flight running back and help 
at inside linebacker will also be priorities. 

— Kipp Adams 


Pos Ht Wi — Stars Hometown 


Dominick Jackson OL 67 310 OO OO Cupertino, CA College of San Mateo 
Played two seasons at College of San Mateo... Ranked No. 2 junior college player 
nationally by 247Sports Composite... 2013 All-America Community College Team. 


Laurence Jones $ 62 2 0000 Monroe, LA Neville 
Enrolled in January... Rated No. 7 safety and No. 50 player nationally by 247Sports 
Composite... PrepStar Top 150 Dream Team.. Two-time honorable mention All-State. 


Derek Kiet WR 65 20 0000 Cincinnati, OH La Salle 
247Sports Composite rated No, 35 wide receiver and No. 221 player nationally and 
No. 8 player in Ohio... PrepStar Top 300 All-American... Had 155 career receptions for 
2,105 career yards and 23 touchdowns... Made 46 receptions for 586 yards and seven 
touchdowns as a senior. 


Montel McBride Oo 64 30 OOO Plant City, FL Plant City 
Ranked No. 20 offensive guard nationally and No. 56 player in Florida by 247Sports 
Composite... Participated in the 2014 Simper Fidelis All-American Game. 


Christian Miller B 6&4 215 oO00 Columbia, SC Spring Valley 
Parade All-American... Second-team USA Today All-American... 247Sports Composite 
rated No, 39 player and No. 3 outside linebacker nationally and No. 1 player in South 
Carolina... Had 188 tackles and 24 quarterback sacks as a senior. 


DJ. Pettway nh 63 2 SOOO Pensacola, FL East Mississippi CC 
Played for Alabama in 2011 and 2012... Ranked No. 14 junior college player nationally 
by 247Sports Composite... Honorable mention NJCAA All-American in 2013. 


Ross Plerschbacher OL 64 25 OOO0 Cedar Falls, 1A Cedar Falls 
Parade All-American... Rated No. 74 player and No. 6 offensive tackle nationally and 
No. 1 player in lowa by 247Sports Composite... PrepStar Top 150 Dream Team... Des 
Moines Register three-time All-State. 


4 35 Oooo Goldshoro, NC East Mississippi CC 
NJCAA All-Region in 2013... Helped East Mississippi to the NJCAA national champion- 
alia 247Sports Composite rated No. 13 junior college pies and No. 2 defensive 
tackle nationally, and No. 4 junior college player in Mississippi. 


Cameron Robinson OL 66 35 OOOOO LA West Monroe 
Enrolled in January... Parade All-American... USA Today All-American... 247Sports 
Composite rated No. 4 player and No. 1 tackle nationally and No. 2 player in Louisiana. 


ATH «662 250 6 OGOOGSO IMG Academy 
Transferred to IMG Academy in Bradenton, Florida for his senior year... Had 1,468 yards 
rushing and 20 touchdowns as a senior... Rated No. 16 player nationally and the 
No. 1 athlete and No. 2 player in Florida by 247Sports Composite... Played at 
Northridge High School inTuscaloosa, Ala. as a sophomore and junior. 


JK Scott P 64 185 OO Denver, CO Mullen 
247Sports Composite rated No. 3 kicker nationally and No. 7 prospect in Colorado... 
All-State... PrepStar All-Midlands Region... Averaged 43.8 yards per punt as a senior. 


Cameron 4 24 0000 Monroe, LA Ouachita Parish 
Enrolled in January... 247Sports Composite rated No. 13 receiver and No. 84 player 
nationally and No, 9 player in Louisiana ... Two-time honorable mention All-State. 


0.J. Smith Dh 62 30 O06 Bossier City, LA Airline 
Rated No. 29 defensive tackle nationally and No. 18 player in Louisiana by 247Sports 
Composite... PrepStar All-American... Honorable-mention All-State. 
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CRIMSON TIDE SPRING ROSTER 


Jonathan Allen 


Hometown 


Ryan Anderson 


No. Name 


38_Y'Latio Jones 
39 _ Kyle Kazakevicius 


Anthony Averett 
Dakota Ball 


Parker Barrineau 


Cooper Bateman 


Jerrod Bierbower 


Chris Black 


Bradley Bozeman 


70 Ryan Kelly 

85 _Korren Kirven 
77 Arie Kouandjio 
95 Darren Lake 
$8 Adrian Lamothe 


Pos. Ht 


Wt Cl. 


F | 


8/8 \s 


Hometown 


25 Dillon Lee 


40 Issac Leon 


Leon Brown 
Tony Brown 


52 Dee Liner 
51 Jake Long 


8 /R 2/8 18/8 


Landon Collins 


all" |8 |a/7 |S ja lS \Lisi~|s 


Jonathan Cook 


Amari Cooper 
Paden Crowder 


68 Isaac Luatua 


w 
= 
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55 Cole Mazza 
47 Corey McCarron 
15 Parker McLeod 


3 


& 


David Cornwell 


David D’Amico 


60_Brandon Moore 


11 Alec Morris 


Will Davis 


46 Michael Nysewander 


Trey DePriest 


53 Anthony Orr 


Denzel Devall 


34 Tyler Owens 


Josh Dickerson 


60 Austin Peavier 


Xzavier Dickson 


27_Nick Perry 


Kenyan Drake 


Malcolm Faciane 


57_D.J. Pettway 


R/S /8 8/5 |8 


97 _ John Pizzitola 


Raheem Falkins 


66 Chris Posa 


Reuben Foster 


Robert Foster 


Jalston Fowler 


Kurt Freitag 


Daniel Geddes 


19 Reggie Ragland 


90 Jarran Reed 


82_ Ty Reed 


86 _A’Shawn Robinson 


74 Cam Robinson 


Bo Grant 


Brandon Greene 


79 Austin Shepherd 


6 Blake Sims 


Adam Griffith 


7 Cam Sims 


Shaun Dion Hamilton 


Alex Harrelson 


24 Geno Smith 


21 Maurice Smith 


Truett Harris 


22_Nate Staskelunas 
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Derrick Henry 


13 ArDarius Stewart 


Brandon Hill 


3__ Bradley Sylve 


Grant Hill 


Stephen Hodge 


Zach Houston 


0.J, Howard 


Brandon Ivory 


Eddie Jackson 


Berne! Jones 


Christion Jones 


50 Alphonse Taylor 


2leis\s\sisis|eielelels|eisiel-le\slelslelalelelelaleleelelale|~l2lelelels|s 


59 MK Taylor 


28 Altee Tenpenny 


54 _Dalvin Tomlinson 


84 Brian Vogler 


69 Paul Waldrop 


23 _Jabriel Washington 


2 __DeAndrew White 


Cyrus Jones 


Laurence Jones 


Tyren Jones 


20 Jarrick Williams 
49 Kieran Williams 


56 Tim Williams 
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20 
35 


Walker Jones 


4 TJ. Yeldon 
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A.Cooper 12 
C2 RECEIVING §—K. Norwood 12 
| C.Jones 13 
7 
eP 
Oo Tu.Yeldon 12 
— RUSHING K.Drake 11 
=> D.Henry 12 


45 736 164 4 99 613 
38 (568 149 #7 50 47.3 
36 34987 2 38 268 
Att Gain Loss Net Avg 1D 
207 1279 «44 1235 «6.0Ss*14 
92 700 6 694 75 8 
35 394 «12 «(382 «10.9 3 


Oo 
= DEF, LEADERS 


Tackles: C.J. Mosiey 108, L. Collins 70, T. Depriest 65 
Tackles for loss: C.J. Mosley 9, A. Robinson 8, T. DePriest 7.5 
Sacks: A. Robinson 5.5, A. Hubbard 3, D. Devall 3 


Interceptions: L. Collins, 2, H. Clinton-Dix 2, €. Jones 2, V. Sunseri 2 


NOTEBOOK 


ick Saban made headlines early in the spring 

when he said he wasn’t satisfied with the prog- 
ress of the Crimson Tide defensive line and didn’t 
care how good they looked on paper. By the end, he 
liked what he saw, particularly in a defense-dominat- 
ed spring game. 

“| really thought that our front people on defense 
made a lot of improvement this spring,” he said. 
“We're more athletic; we probably have more depth; 
we have more guys that can rush.” 

¢ The addition of five-star freshman cornerback 
Tony Brown, who also runs for the Alabama track 
team, begged the question: Who's the fastest player 
on the team? 

Senior wide receiver Christion Jones said it was 
a battle between wide receiver Amari Cooper and 
cornerback Bradley Sylve. Jones just didn’t put 
himself in the running. 

“| got game speed, | guess you could call it,” he 
said. “I don’t race.” 

Safety Nick Perry thought his career might be 
over when he went down with a shoulder injury two 
games into his senior season. He didn’t hesitate 
when he learned that he qualified for a medical 
hardship. He’s mostly been a reserve throughout his 
career, but he’s in the running to start next to junior 
Landon Collins. 

“It would mean the world to me to be back out 
there and leave my mark at UA,” he said. 

¢ Chris Black missed his entire first season at 
Alabama because of an injured shoulder. As a red- 
shirt freshman, he was stuck behind Jones on the 
depth chart at slot receiver. Jones is still with the 
team, but Black’s playing time is likely on the rise 
because of a spring spent learning how to play as an 
outside receiver. 

“| feel | was a lot more focused,” he said. “I didn’t 
worry too much about making mistakes as much. 
Just focused on my game and focused on the good 
things | can do.” 

¢ Running back T.J. Yeldon advised Alabama 
fans not to get too bent out of shape by the Crimson 
Tide’s struggles on offense at its end-of-spring 
scrimmage. He said the plays were “basic” and 
estimated that only 10 percent of Lane Kiffin’s 
playbook was utilized. 


OPPOSING COACHES VIEW 


¢ On this year's team: "They've got to find a 
quarterback and they've got to find skill guys at spe- 
cial teams. The kicker and punter are field position 
and points, and they've lost two games the last two 
years because the kicker can't kick. Those are two 
critical areas. .... Other than that, they probably have 
as much depth of any school in history of SEC at run- 
ning back and receiver. And (offensive coordinator) 
Lane Kiffin does a nice job getting the ball to the 
playmakers. Amari Cooper is a beast." 


¢ On who might surprise: "A breakout player 
might be tight end O.J. Howard. He’s an Ozzie 
Newsome-type tight end. He can run and catch. very 
athletic. And Kiffin knows how to get the ball to a tight 
end." 
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Tre DePriest 
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who had a good spring and will be 
making all of the calls in the middle 

of Alabama’s defense. Junior Reggie 
Ragland, who patiently waited behind 
Mosley and DePriest over the past two 
years, appeared to beat out promising 
sophomore Reuben Foster for the spot 
next to DePriest, though both will likely 
have a role. 

The key to a good Alabama pass rush 
extends to the outside linebackers, 
where junior Denzel Devall and senior 
Xzavier Dickson appear to be the top 


2011 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 34.9 
Rushing 214.5 
Passing 215.2 
Total 429.6 


38.7 
227.5 
218.0 
445.5 


Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Pass 
Total 


173.6 
250.0 


183.6 


TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 


+8 + 0.62 23 +14 + 1.00 
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2012 RANKINGS 
OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 


TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK 


dogs. Junior Dillon Lee can play on the 
inside and outside and should be valu- 
able in nickel situations. Sophomore 
Ryan Anderson had a big performance 
in Alabama’s spring game and should 
compete for playing time. 

The secondary was arguably Ala- 
bama’s biggest weakness in 2013. With 
that in mind, Saban shifted defensive 
coordinator Kirby Smart to work with 
the group, which entered the spring 
looking for three starters. 

One of the few certainties in the sec- 
ondary is junior safety Landon Collins, 
a hard-hitter who has the athleticism to 
make game-changing plays with the ball 
in his hands. The search for two starting 
cornerbacks hit a snag when sophomore 
Eddie Jackson — who had emerged as 
“the best” in the group, Saban said — 
went down with a knee injury. 

Though Jackson is expected back for 
the fall, junior cornerbacks Bradley Sylve 
and Cyrus Jones are the most likely 

options for the season opener. Freshman 
Tony Brown, a five-star early enrollee 
who also runs track, performed well 
throughout the spring and will likely 
challenge Sylve and Jones for snaps. 

Senior Jarrick Williams returns to 
Alabama’s all-important star position, 
which is on the field a bunch due to 
how much nickel the Crimson Tide 
runs. Junior Geno Smith, who came 
to Alabama as a cornerback, emerged 
as the top option at free safety, the 
position previously occupied by Ha Ha 
Clinton-Dix. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Adam Griffith was supposed to 
replace Cade Foster, but an inconsistent 
spring has set up a fall competition. 
The redshirt sophomore, who missed 
two field goals and an extra point in 
Alabama’s spring game, will compete 


2013 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 38.2 
Rushing 205.6 
Passing 248.5 
Total 454.1 


DEFENSE 

Scoring 
1 Rushing 
7 Passing 
1 Total 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
+0.2 


13 +2 T-48 
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10-YEAR WINNING TREND 


% 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 


BEST & 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 
WR Amari Cooper 
After a disappointing (by his 

standards) sophomore season, 

he enters his junior year as 
one of the best at his position 
in the country. ... Labored 
through a couple of injuries on 

his way to 45 catches for 736 

yards and four touchdowns. ... 

In two Alabama spring scrim- 

mages, he hauled in 19 passes for 287 yards and three 

scores. ... Should benefit from Lane Kiffin's playmaker- 
friendly offense and a deep wide receiving corps that 
will help prevent double-teams. 


EMERGING STAR 


DE A’Shawn Robinson 

Locked in as a starter at 
defensive end entering sopho- 
more season. ... Led the team 
with 5.5 sacks as a freshman. 
... Tacked on 2.5 other tackles 
for loss and five QB hurries. ... 
One of the top leaders on 
a defensive line that has no 
shortage in depth. ... Came to 
Alabama from Fort Worth, Texas, with the potential of 
playing on either side of the line. ... Told teammates he 
wanted to win the Heisman Trophy. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


CB Tony Brown 

This spot could very well go 
to QB Jacob Coker, but Brown 
was already at Alabama in the 
spring, enrolling early and 
emerging as one of Alabama's 
top options at CB. ... The first 
two-sport athlete of the Saban 
era competed at a handful of 
indoor track meets before 
spring football. ... Shifted focus exclusively to football 
after he re-injured his shoulder falling over a hurdle. ... 
Came away with an interception and two pass breakups 
at spring game. 


RESULTS 
11-2,7-1 
W vs. Virginia Tech (Atlanta) 35-10 
Ww at Texas A&M 
W COLORADO STATE 
WwW OLE MISS 
Ww GEORGIA STATE 
Ww at Kentucky 
Ww ARKANSAS 
Ww TENNESSEE 
Ww LSU 
W at Mississippi State 
Ww CHATTANOOGA 
L at Auburn 
Allstate Sugar Bow! 


L vs. Oklahoma 45-31 
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Unfinished Business 
Motivating Tide WR 


bers told the story. 

Two months after a disappointing finish 
to his sophomore season, Amari Cooper 
embraced a leadership role on Alabama’s 
Offense and resumed piling up monster 
Statistics against his own defense. Before an 
A-Day game in which he was limited because 
of inconsistent quarterback play and constant 
double teams, Cooper piled up 19 catches 
for 287 yards and three touchdowns in the 
Crimson Tide’s first two scrimmages. 

Cooper's goal, of course, is to put up those 
types of numbers on a weekly basis during what 
is likely his final season at Alabama. The stand- 
out junior from Miami is already projected as a 
first-round pick in the 2015 NFL Draft, but he 
has unfinished business to attend to following 
an injury-plagued sophomore year. 

He’s increased his upper-body strength, 
tried to up his speed and raised his voice more 
often after quietly piling up 104 receptions, 
1,736 yards and 15 touchdowns through his 
first two seasons. 

“I'm older now,” Cooper said. 

“You have to be more positive and more talk- 
ative so those guys see and gravitate to me. 


| scrimmages were closed, but the num- 


: over for longtime punter Cody Mandell, 
: who was one of the best in the country 
: last season. 


They are watching me. So if | stay positive and 


right way, then | think they will follow.” 


After two years of working within the confines : z 
f Doug N ier's off Citar Kaschoahiars off byes when they square off in their 
OF SE tae eae! en a8 OE A : annual grudge match, this one coming 


quick study of Lane Kiffin's. There's been some ? at Tiger Stadium. Alabama’s final three 


understandable excitement, of course, because of : weeks of the regular season will be spent 
: at Bryant-Denny Stadium, the last of 
playmakers and feed them until the defense adjusts. : which, of course, being the Iron Bowl. 
After he piled up 10 receptions for 190 yards - 
and two touchdowns — one of which coming on : 
a 75-yard go route — in Alabama’s first spring : 


scrimmage, Cooper credited Kiffin’s offense for 


Kiffin’s reputation of being able to identify his top 


his monster day. 


“Coach Kiffin calls plays based on matchups 
and what he sees,” Cooper said. “It’s a simple : 
offense. If he sees they are in man-to-man cov- H 
erage and | have a hitch route, it converts. If he’s : 
close to me, we are going to throw a little fade ; 


route and make something out of it.” 


Alabama coach Nick Saban said Cooper's big 
numbers were a byproduct of the Crimson Tide : 
not scheming against itself when it scrimmages. : 
Ultimately, if Saban were thinking of a way to - 
defend Cooper, it would require more than one ; 


defensive back. 


“He’s a monster,” senior safety Nick Perry 
said. “He’s one of the best receivers I've seen : 
and I've been here for five years. I’ve practiced : 
against Julio (Jones), practiced against (Mar- : 


quis) Maze. Coop is just a different breed.” 


against true freshman JK Scott, a Denver 
native ranked as one of the nation’s best 
high school kickers. 

No matter what, Scott is likely to take 


There’s much more certainty at returner, 


: where Christion Jones has provided plenty 
: of highlights over the past two seasons. 

: He returned two punts and one kick for a 

? touchdown and, more importantly, was 

? sure-handed. Plenty of others are capable 

: of returning punts and kicks, too. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


For a second straight year, Alabama’s 


: biggest non-conference challenge ap- 

: peared to be much tougher when the 

: contract was signed. The Crimson Tide 
: opens in Atlanta against West Virginia, 
: which went 4-8 in 2013. 


Alabama’s rotating SEC East op- 


: ponent, though, could be tough, as it 

: will host a Florida team that should 

: be improved. Texas A&M won’t have 

? Johnny Manziel, but the Aggies will face 
: Alabama after the Crimson Tide has 

: played back-to-back road games at 


do things the right way and talk about things the : , 
: Ole Miss and Arkansas. 


LSU and Alabama will be coming 


—Andrew Gribble 
SCHEDULE 

Date Opponent 13 Record 
Aug. 30 vs. West Virginia (Atlanta) 4-8 
Sept. 6 FAU 6-6 
Sept.13 SOUTHERN MISS 1-11 
Sept. 20 FLORIDA 4-8 
Oct. 4 at Ole Miss 8-5 
Oct. 11 at Arkansas 3-9 
Oct. 18 TEXAS A&M 9-4 
Oct. 25 at Tennessee 5-7 
Nov. 8 at LSU 10-3 
Nov.15 MISSISSIPPI STATE 7-6 
Nov.22 WESTERNCAROLINA 2-10 
Nov. 29 AUBURN 12-2 
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Birmingham — 


Home of the nation’s third largest pediatric medical facility 
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OUR TEAM INCLUDES the most inquiring minds, the most skilled hands and the most compassionate hearts in 
pediatric medicine. We recruit, train and retain the best and brightest medical professionals to care for our children. 


1600 7TH AVENUE SOUTH Children’s 
BIRMINGHAM, Al 35233 f Al b A 
(205) 638-9100 ChildrensAL.org ° call 


Healthcare as amazing as their potential 


ARKANSAS 


RAZORBACKS 


For more coverage of the Razorbacks, visit arkansas.247Sports.com 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Jim Chaney 


AT A GLANCE 


2013: 
3-9 overall, 0-8 SEC (7th, West) 


COACH: 
Bret Bielema — At Arkansas: 3-9, 1 year; 
overall: 71-33, 8 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
12; 7 offense, 4 defense, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

RB Jonathan Williams, RB Alex Collins, 
RB/KOR Korliss Marshall, TE Hunter Henry, 
DE Trey Flowers, DT Darius Philon, CB Tevin 
Mitchel 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

The Hogs have three big-time running backs, 
a big-time tight end, at least two potential NFL 
offensive linemen, a future NFL defensive end, 
a vastly improving defensive tackle and 

a punter who can boom it or pooch it. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

Brandon Allen is the only proven quarterback 
and he must show he has improved. He also 
needs help that the receivers didn’t provide 
last year. Defense remains under construc- 
tion, although under Bielema there is at least 
a commitment to do so. Arkansas must lose 
that losing feeling after posting only seven 
victories in two seasons. 


KEY LOSSES: 

C Travis Swanson, OT David Hurd, 
DE Chris Smith, DT Robert Thomas, 
DT Byran Jones, PK Zach Hocker 


OVERVIEW: 

Arkansas is still trying to stabilize from the sud- 
den, scandalous end of coach Bobby Petrino’s 
tenure in April 2012. That birthed a 4-8 disaster 
under interim John L. Smith and then last year’s 
3-9 debut of Bret Bielema. The defense has its 
fourth defensive coordinator since December 
2011. Still, Bielema has a plan for the long haul 
and is sticking to it, despite the 2014 season 
looming more as gauntlet than schedule, open- 
ing Aug. 30 at SEC champion Auburn. 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Robb Smith 


STADIUM: Reynolds Razorback Stadium: 72,000 


Bielema Looking to Stabilize Hogs in Second Year 


oming off a 3-9 season in 
( which Arkansas went winless 
in the SEC, many fans publicly 
wished for a quarterback controversy 
come spring. 

They didn’t get it. Brandon Allen, the 
starting quarterback for 11 games dur- 
ing coach Bret Bielema’s 2013 Arkansas 
debut, is more entrenched than ever. 

Just ask Bielema about his fourth- 
year junior. 

“) think B.A. is our No. 1 quarter- 
back,” Bielema said midway through 
spring drills. “That kind of separated 
itself from the time we had our last 
game to the time of our first two weeks 
of practice. There isn’t anybody at our 
program now that is to his level.” 

Bielema proved it. He moved senior 
AJ Derby, last year’s backup quarterback 
who started the Rutgers game that Al- 
len missed with a shoulder injury that 
dogged him all season, to tight end. The 
coach also moved redshirt freshman 
quarterback Damon “Duwop” Mitchell 
to receiver. 

That leaves Allen and two rookies — 
his redshirt freshman brother Austin 
and Rafe Peavey, an early enrolled true 
freshman from Bolivar, Mo. 

Brandon Allen’s shoulder separation 
during the third game nearly was season- 
ending. He never recovered fully during 
the season, gamely pressing on and miss- 
ing only the next game at Rutgers that 
began the Hogs’ nine-game skid. 

That lingering injury, a struggling 
receiving corps, and a defense not hold- 
ing up its end all contributed to him 
throwing nearly as many interceptions 
(10) as touchdowns (13) while complet- 
ing 128 of 258 passes for 1,552 yards. 

From the winter offseason through 
spring drills, Bielema said he saw prog- 
ress on defense, an improving receiving 
corps and considerable improvement 


in Allen’s stature, along with his now 
healthy arm and shoulder. 

“He looks different physically,” 
Bielema said. “He plays different. He 
has got so much composure. You like to 
have your quarterback step up in that 
fashion and I think he has done it.” 

Allen said he appreciates the “vote of 
confidence,” but already knew he was 
better — and so are those protecting 
him and catching his passes. 

“The passing game is a lot better than 
it used to be,” Allen said. “Last year at 
this time, a lot of people weren't on the 
same page at all. Everyone was having 
to learn all the new routes. Right now 
it’s pretty much honed. We're definitely 
in a lot better scheme.” 


OFFENSE 


The Razorbacks will hit the ground 
running in 2014. That’s by far the best 
way for a team that, during a 3-9 season, 
did little right except run the football. 

Sophomore Alex Collins, last year’s SEC 
Freshman of the Year, junior Jonathan 
Williams and sophomore Korliss Marshall 
rank among the nation’s best. Williams 
is the Razorbacks’ most complete back, 
Bielema said. Marshall is the fastest. 

Big back Kody Walker (6-2, 246) gives 
added running punch as a tailback 
playing fullback. Walker and backup 
fullbacks Patrick Arinze and Chris 
Jones have a long way to go, though, 
to match the blocking skills that came 
second nature to graduated fullback 
Kiero Small. 

Fourth-year junior quarterback 
Brandon Allen proved this spring to be 
recovered from the shoulder injury that 
affected his passing from the season’s 
third game through its conclusion. 

Now, Allen’s next step is proving 
on the collegiate level in Fayetteville 
that he can be the quarterback that led 
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Fayetteville High School to the state 
championship, something his brother, 
Razorbacks redshirt freshman backup 
quarterback Austin Allen, did twice. 
Brandon Allen’s rough 2013 was 
made rougher by a receiving corps that 
struggled to get open and then had 
trouble catching his passes when they 
did get open. 
The best returning receiver isn’t 
a wideout, but sophomore tight end 
Hunter Henry, who made 28 catches 
for 409 yards last year while earning 
second-team All-SEC and Freshman All- 
America recognition. Henry also is the 
best blocking tight end for the running 
game that is Arkansas’ bread and butter. 
“Our most consistent football player 
is Hunter,” tight ends coach Barry 
Lunney Jr. said. “He proved it last year.” 
Tight end will be a pivotal spot for 
Bielema’s Hogs, with sophomore Jeremy 
Sprinkle being a promising pass-catcher, 


and AJ Derby displaying an aptitude 
for the position after he moved from 
quarterback late in the spring. 

Freshman Jared Cornelius and junior 
college transfer Cody Hollister, on board 
for spring practice, appear ready to help 
a receiving corps that returns talented- 
but-thus-far-inconsistent juniors Keon 
Hatcher and D’Arthur Cowan. 

Bielema has spent two years heavily 
recruiting offensive linemen. Depth was 
so scarce that Dan Skipper and Denver 
Kirkland, recruited as tackles, started as 
true freshman guards last year. Kirkland, 
still a guard, Skipper, back at tackle after 
2013 starter David Hurd graduated, and 
senior tackle Brey Cook comprise the 
strength of Arkansas’ O-line. 

Offensive line coach Sam Pittman 
hadn't filled two openings to his liking 
in spring ball. He’s still looking at center, 
where All-SEC performer Travis Swanson 
graduated, and left guard, which was 


vacated by Skipper moving to tackle. 
Fourth-year junior Mitch Smothers, 
a not-ready-for-prime-time player when 
compelled to start at tackle as a true 
freshman in 2011, was one of the players 
shuffling between center and left guard 
this spring. Juniors Grady Ollison and 
Johnathan McClure were tried at guard. 


DEFENSE 


The end of the line marks the begin- 
ning of Arkansas’ defense. 

Senior defensive end Trey Flow- 
ers, who earned second-team All-SEC 
honors last season despite playing for 
a poor defense, returns as, by far, the 
most proven and accomplished player 
on the Razorbacks’ defense. 

Flowers led the 2013 team in tackles 
for loss (13.5), forced three fumbles, 
intercepted a pass and broke up two 
others. He was, typically, hard to block 
this spring. 
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SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 
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POS STARTER 
QB —_Brandon Allen* Jr. 
RB Jonathan Williams* Jr. 


YR. _ COMMENT 


FB Kody Walker J. 
WR _ Keon Hatcher* Jt. 
WR Jared Cornelius Fr. 
TE Hunter Henry* So. 
LT __ Dan Skipper* So. 


LG Luke Charpentier Sr. 
C Mitch Smothers Jr. 
RG Denver Kirkland* So. 


RT Brey Cook* Sr. 
PK Cole Hedlund Fr. 
*Returning Starter 


Unchallenged incumbent, 
This is team’s deepest and most explosive position. 

A big back who was converted from tailback. 

Both Hatcher and Cowan need to show consistency. 

This spot features newcomers who need to make impact. 
Best receiver on team; could make case for team MVP. 
He's tall (6-10) and has ample talent, too. 

This position still up for grabs in fall camp. 

Big questions here without graduated Travis Swanson. 
He's the heftiest trench Hog at 6-5, 348. 

He convinced a skeptical staff that he can play tackle. 
Was a Parade All-American, but is college untested. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Austin Allen, Fr. 

Alex Collins, So. 
Patrick Arinze, Sr. 
D'Arthur Cowan, Jr. 
Cody Hollister, So. 
Jeremy Sprinkle, So. 
Austin Beck, Jr. 
Grady Ollison, Jr. 
Cordale Boyd, So. 
Johnathan McClure, Jr. 
Sebastian Tretola, Jr. 
John Henson, Sr. 


but improvement needed. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


STARTER YR. COMMENT 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE __ Trey Flowers* Sr. Team's best defender; second-team All-SEC in 2013. Tevin Beanum, Fr. 

DT _ Darius Philon So. Team's best interior defender; started final five games. Taiwan Johnson, So. 
DT —_DeMarcus Hodge J. Had 27 stops last season; must shed pounds. Bijhon Jackson, Fr. 
DE Brandon Lewis So. _ This position battle is too close to call heading into fall. Deatrich Wise Jr., So. 
LB _ Braylon Mitchell* Sr. Savy fifth-year senior who had 77 tackles in 2013. Tiquention Coleman, Sr. 
LB Brooks Ellis So. __Was last year’s best defensive newcomer. Daunte Carr, Sr. 

LB Martrell Spaight Sr. Hard hitter when healthy, Otha Peters, Jr. 

CB _Tevin Mitchel” Sr.___ He had the best spring of all the defensive backs. D.J. Dean, So. 

CB Carroll Washington Sr. —_ Another spot that will be closely contested in camp. Jared Collins, So. 

SS __ Rohan Gaines Jr. Improved depth needed. Davyon McKinney, Jr. 
FS Alan Turner* Sr. Last year's leading tackler with 97 stops. De’Andre Coley, Fr. 

P Sam Irwin-Hill* Sr. Call him versatile; can boom or pooch with either foot. Toby Baker, So. 
*Returning Starter 
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3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 
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Bijhon Jackson =: Frank Ragnow Brian Wallace 
The No. 1 prospect in : Arkansas was able to A 247Sports 
Arkansas, Jackson pull Ragnow, a Composite four-star 
was the first offer 247Sports Composite and the consensus 


extended by Bret 
Bielema upon his 


arrival, and he stayed 


home to play for the 
Razorbacks. A mas- 
sive, powerful and 
explosive defensive 
tackle, Jackson will 
provide a disruptive 
presence inside and 
would play early 
almost anywhere. 


four-star, away from 
local Minnesota and 
national power Florida 


State. Counting on true : 
freshmen to start along : 


the offensive line is 
asking a lot, but the 
6-6 285-pound 
Ragnow has the ability 
to dominate in the 
power run game, 


which is Bret Bielema's : 


No. 1 prospect in 
Missouri. The U.S. 
Army All-American 
standout is expected 
to follow in the foot- 
steps of Razorback 
offensive lineman Dan 
Skipper. Like Skipper, 
Wallace will likely 
start out at left guard, 
then make a move to 
right tackle as 


bread-and-butter. a sophomore. 


Pos Ht Wit = Stars Hometown School 
Anthony Brown DE 221 00 Miami, FL Miami Killian 
247Sports Composite rated No. 101 weakside defensive end nationally... Played foot- 
ball only two years... Helped team to district championship in 2013... Had 34 tackles, 
including 12 tackles for loss, and 10 sacks as a senior. 


Jared WR 6&1 18 ©©© _— Shreveport,LA Evangel Christian Academy 
Ranked No. 31 player in Louisiana by 247Sports Composite ... As a senior, had 71 
receptions for 1,189 yards and 16 touchdowns... Helped team to district champion- 
ship... Had 90 receptions for 1,585 yards and 18 touchdowns as a junior. 


RB O62 210 OOO Little Rock North Little Rock 
247Sports Composite rated No. 47 running back nationally and No. 3 player in Arkansas... 
All-State. .. Helped team to conference championship in 2013... As a senior, had 320 yards 
rushing and three touchdowns on 39 carries in three games before sustaining an injury. 


Kendrick Edwards WR 66 18 O00  Miami,FL Miami Norland 
Ranked No, 88 wide receiver nationally and No. 89 player in Florida by 247Sports. 
com... Had 20 receptions for 300 yards and six touchdowns as a senior while also 
playing quarterback. .. As a junior, had 30 receptions for 534 yards and 11 touchdowns. 


Dwayne 1B 61 20 OO0  Mamer,LA Archbishop Rummel 

247Sports.com rated No. 70 safety nationally and No. 31 player in Louisiana... Three- 
ear starter... Helped team to two consecutive state championships... As a senior, had 
3 tackles, five fumbles recovered and two interceptions. 


Comelius Floyd CBT «19 OGG Miami, Gulliver Prep 
Ranked No. 132 wide receiver nationally by 247 Sports Composite... All-State... Had 
45 tackles (25 solo) and seven interceptions, returning two for touchdowns, as a 
senior... AS a junior, had 40 tackles and two interceptions, scoring four touchdowns, 
including two on kickoff returns. 


Khalia Hackett 1B 63 210 OOO Douglasville, GA South Paulding 
247Sports Composite rated No. 94 safety nationally and No. 100 lining in Georgia... Helped 
team to state playoffs for first time in history... As a senior, had 85 tackles, including four tackles 
for loss... Had 165 career tackles, including six tackles for loss, 1.5 sacks and five interceptions. 


65 20 OOO — Springdale Har-Ber 

247Sports Composite rated No. 49 strongside defensive end nationally and No. 7 

layer in Arkansas... All-State... Had 67 tackles, 3.5 sacks, two fumbles caused, one 
umble recovered and two passes broken up as a senior. 


Cole Hedlund K 510 170 OG©@ = Argyle, 1X Argyle 
Parade A\l-American... USA Today All-American... Ranked No. 2 placekicker nationally 
by 247Sports Composite... Helped team to 2013 state championship... Made 52 
career field goals, including a national season record of 25 as a sophomore... Made 
157 consecutive points after touchdown, including 101 for 101 as a senior. 


Coil Hollister WR 64 25 OOO _ Bend,OR Arizona Westem 
247Sports Composite rated No. 26 junior college wide receiver nationally and No. 16 
player in Arizona... All-Conference... Had 69 receptions for 934 yards and five touch- 
downs in 2013.., Had 64 receptions for 1,038 yards and 15 touchdowns as a prep senior. 


BI OT 62 320 OOO0 ElDorado El Dorado 
247 Sports Composite ranked No. 5 defensive tackle nationally and No. 1 player in Arkansas. .. 
Two-time All-State... Helped team to two state championships... Had 175 career tackles... 
As a senior, had 61 tackles, including 14 tackles for loss, and one interception. 


dack Kraus T 65 20 OOO _ Bentonville Bentonville 
247Sports Composite rated No. 47 tight end nationally and No. 5 player in Arkansas... Helped team 
to three consecutive state championship games... Had 12 for 137 yards and two touch- 
downs as a senior... Graded 84 percent on blocking assignments and had 40 knockdown blocks. 
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Rafe Peavey National Rank: 30 SEC: 11 
Enrolling early is a 
must for quarterbacks | 2eersronrs COMPOSITE 


hoping to learn the 
playbook and adapt to 
college life and level 
of competition, and 
Peavey made the 
move and it could pay 
off. His arm strength 
and ability to quickly 
pick up the offense 
gives Peavey an out- 
standing chance at 
winning the backup 
quarterback job 
behind Brandon Allen. 


2015 NEEDS: 


Arkansas needs to focus on finding a center fielder at 
safety that has the athleticism to cover ground against 
the spread offenses prevalent in the SEC West right 
now, Interior offensive linemen who can get a push in 
the run game and defensive tackles are a huge area of 
need, as Arkansas lacks depth along the line. A pre- 
miere signal caller is needed to push the quarterbacks 
already on campus. A pass catching tight end would 
help, as well as a thumper or two at inside linebacker. 
— Kipp Adams 


Pos Hi Wt Stars 


Josh S$ 61 198 OO0  PineBluif 

Rated No. 111 safety nationally and No. 9 player in Arkansas by 247Sports 
Composite... Played safety, running back and quarterback... As a senior, completed 44 
of 58 passes for 1,257 yards and 15 touchdowns... Had 1,278 yards rushing and 21 
touchdowns... Had 45 tackles, three interceptions and five passes broken up. 


Chris Murphy CB 510 180 OOO  Marletta,GA Lassiter 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 42 cornerback nationally and No. 52 player in Georgia... 
Helped team to regional championship as a senior... Had 31 tackles, five — broken up, 
three fumbles caused, two fumbles recovered, and blocked one field goal. 


Rate Peavey QB 62 19 O00 _ Bolivar, M0 Bolivar 
Ranked No. 10 pro-style quarterback nationally and No. 4 player in Missouri by 
247Sports Composite... Led team to 11th consecutive conference championship... 
Conference Most Valuable Player... As a senior, completed 127 of 185 passes for 2,294 
yards and 16 touchdowns. 


Jovan Pruitt oO 66 ©eoo Dallas, Bishop Dunne 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 29 offensive tackle nationally and No. 42 player in 
Texas... Honorable mention All-State... All-District... Team captain. 


Frank Ragnow 1 66 25 OOO° Victoria, MN Chanhassen 
Rated No. 24 offensive tackle nationally and No. 3 player in Minnesota by 247 Sports 
Composite... Two-time All-State... Two-time All-Metro... Two-time All-Conference. 


Santos Ramirez CB O61 172 G©O6 _— Shreveport,LA Evangel Christian Academy 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 70 safety nationally and No. 29 paver in Louisiana... 
Two-time All-State... All-District... Helped team to district championship as a senior... 


Hometown 


Had 88 tackles and 10 interceptions. 


Randy Ramsey S$ 63 210 O@O  FLLaudeniale, AL Dillard 
Rated No. 114 safety nationally and No. 164 player in Florida by 247Sports Composite. 


Jojo Robinson WR 60 18 OOOO Miami,fL Miami Northwestem 
Rated No. 22 athlete nationally and No. 35 player in Florida by 247Sports Composite... 
As a junior, had 35 receptions for 445 yards and three touchdowns... Had 161 yards 
rushing and one touchdown. 


Henre’ Toliver CB 61 «16 OOO Marrero, LA Archbishop Rummel 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 34 cornerback nationally and No. 22 player in 
Louisiana... Helped team to two consecutive state championships... All-District as a 
junior... Had 10 career interceptions. 


oO 65 315 GOO  SanBemardino,CA Jowa Westem 
Rated No. 10 junior college offensive tackle nationally and No. 2 junior college player 
in lowa by 247Sports Composite... Junior college All-Conference... Helped team to 
conference championship... Two-time All-League in high school. 


Brian Wallace Oo 6&6 291 O©OO6 Florissant, MO Christian Brothers 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 8 offensive tackle and No. 90 player nationally, and 
No. 1 player in Missouri... All-State... Helped team to undefeated season in district 
play... Two-time All-Conference. 


Amnon Watts oT 6 ooo — St.Louis, M0 Christian Brothers 
247Sports Composite rated No. 50 defensive tackle nationally and No. 13 player in 
Missouri... As a senior, had 66 tackles, including 14.5 tackles for loss, and five sacks... 
Had of tackles, including five tackles for loss, four sacks and one fumble recovered as 
a junior. 
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RAZORBACKS SPRING ROSTER 


Austin Allen 


Hometown 


Fayetteville Sam Irwin-Hill 


Sr. 


Hometown 


Bendingo, Australia 


Brandon Allen 


Fayetteville Taiwan Johnson 


_Manvel, TX_ 


Anthony Antwine 


Plano, TX Chris Jones 


DeQueen 


Patrick Arinze 


La Mesa, CA_ Denver Kirkland 


Miami, FL 


Horace Arkadie 


Irving, TX Reeve Koehler 


Kailua, HI 


Toby Baker 


Memphis, TN Brandon Lewis 


So. 
Fr. 
So, 
Fr. 
So, 


Memphis, TN 


Tevin Beanum 


Forrest City Mitchell Loewen 


Jr. 


Lahaina, HI 


Austin Beck 


Nowata, OK Ke'Tyrus Marks 


West Palm Beach, FL 


Cordale Boyd 


Memphis, TN Korliss Marshall 


Osceola 


Alex Brignoni 


Fayetteville Johnathan McClure 


Wichita, KS 


Daunte Carr 


& |S |8 |S |B |B |2 | 


Gainesville, GA Adam McFain 


Greenwood 


Luke Charpentier 


Davyon McKinney 


Forrest City 


Cut Off, LA 


Tiquention Coleman 


Mauldin, SC Tevin Mitchel 


_Mansfield, TX 


£8 | 


De'Andre Coley 


Miami, FL Braylon Mitchell 


North Little Rock 


Alex Collins 


Damon Mitchell 


Egg Harbor City, NJ 


Ft. Lauderdale, FL 


Jared Collins 


s\~ 


Tulsa, OK Drew Morgan 


Greenwood 


7 


28 


Brey Cook 


Chris Murphy 


‘Marietta, GA 


___ Springiale: 


Bryson Cook 


Grady Ollison 


Grapevine, TX 


1 


Jared Cornelius 


Kendrick Payne 


Castro Valley, CA 


Shreveport, LA 


6 


D'Arthur Cowan 


Rafe Peavey 


Bolivar, MO 


Olive Branch, MS 


82 


Alan D'Appollonio SNP 


Otha Peters 


rr. 


Covington, LA 


Phoenix, AZ 


59 


Marcus Danenhauer 0G 


Darius Philon 


Mobile, AL 


Bentonville 


66 


Adam Deacon 0G 


Eric Ponio 


Chicago, IL 


Little Rock 


2 


D.J, Dean 


Matt Reynolds 


McKinney, TX 


Newton, TX 


85 


Demetrius Dean 


Kevin Richardson 


Jacksonville 


Fayetteville 


"1 


AJ Derby 


Karl Roesler 


Louisville, KY 


lowa City, [A 


2 
49 


Matt Dodson 


Chris Saunders 


Dallas, TX 


McKinney, TX 


Will Duncan 


Dan Skipper 


Arvada, CO 


Little Rock 


51 


Brooks Ellis 


Kohl Slaughter 


So 
Fr. 
Ft 
Fr. 
Fr. 
So 
So 
Fr 


Webb City, MO 


Fayetteville 


56_ 


25 


Matt Emrich 


Mitch Smothers 


Springdale 


El Dorado 


Denzell Evans 


Martrell Spaight 


Little Rock 


Houston, TX 


Kelvin Fisher Jr. 


Jeremy Sprinkle 


White Hall 


Gilbert, AZ 


Trey Flowers 


70 Chris Stringer 


. Rancho Cucamonga, CA 


Huntsville, AL_ 57 Nicholas Thomas-Smith 


Rohan Gaines 


Chesterfield, MO 


Bainbridge, GA 


Drew Gorton 


13 Scotty Thurman 


Pine Bluff 


Fayetteville 27 Alan Turner 


Keon Hatcher 


Junction City 


Owasso, 0K 46 Alex Voelzke 


Eric Hawkins 


Longview, TX 


Longview, TX 24 Kody Walker 


Hunter Henry 


Jefferson City, MO 


LittleRock 73 Jeremy Ward 


John Henson 


Pottsville 


Southlake, TX 21 Carroll Washington CB 


Will Hines 


Baltimore, MD 


Waco, TX 32__ Jonathan Williams RB 


DeMarcus Hodge 


Allen, TX 


Monroe, LA 85 Demetrius Wilson WR 


Cody Hollister 


Glendale, AZ 


_Bend,OR — __JaMichael Winston DE 


Shaquille Hunter 


Pritchard, AL 


Junction City 48 Deatrich Wise Jr. DE 


Carroliton, TX 


wo Passing 
= 

w 

I 

<x 

a 

©  pusnine 
= 

QO 

= DEF. LEADERS 


GP Effic Cmp Att Int Pct Yards 
B. Allen 11 «(109.02 128 258 10 496 1552 
AJ Derby 7 #9792 19 36 1 528 178 
. Willi 3 i 


GP Att Gain Loss Net Avg 
A. Collins 12 190 1066 40 1026 54 
J. Williams 12 150 919 19 900 A 
K. Small 12 40 151 0 151 


Tackles; A. Turner 97, B. Mitchell 77, Jarrett Lake 77 
Tackles for loss: T. Flowers 13.5, C. Smith 11.5, D. Philon 9 
Sacks: C, Smith 8.5, T. Flowers 5, R. Thomas 3.5 
Interceptions: A. Turner 2, six tied with 1 


TD Long Avg/G 
13° «52 «141.4 
1 


18 «254 


TD Long Avg/G 
4 55 85.5 
4 75 75.0 
3 19 126 


NOTEBOOK 


econd-year coach Bret Bielema believes he has 

three great running backs: No. 32 Jonathan 
Williams, No. 3 Alex Collins and No. 33 Korliss 
Marshall. He says all three can do something uniquely 
better than the others when their number is called. 

And he does like to call them by number. 

“| think 32, 3 and 33, all of them probably have a play 
or two that they're best among the group,” Bielema said. 
“Kody Walker, | think, showed a valuable play.” 

Walker, the biggest of the runners at 6-2, 246 
moved from tailback to fullback this spring. 

Bielema also plays the numbers with tight ends 
Hunter Henry (No. 84), AJ Derby (11) and Jeremy 
Sprinkle (83). 

“| couldn’t be happier with 84, 11 and 83,” 
Bielema said. “We have so many more tools than we 
had a year ago.” 

¢ Based off comparing Arkansas’ 2013 spring 
drills to 2014, Bielema believes the Razorbacks have 
seen the light to improve. 

“I'd say we are light years ahead of where we 
were a year ago as a football team,” Bielema said. 

¢ Defensive team members appreciated Bielema 
ending a spring scrimmage in an upbeat mood after 
safety De’Andre Coley made a thunderous hit. 

Coach Bobby Petrino, whose players Bielema 
inherited after the 2012 season, was a decidedly 
offensive coach. He called his own offensive plays 
and, as a head coach, clearly favored the offense, 
Bielema said players told him. 

“It had been ingrained in them that defensive play- 
ers didn’t get to celebrate because in the past when 
they did something good they got yelled at or thrown 
out of a practice,” Bielema said. “It takes awhile to 
change that mentality.” 

With Coley’s shot coming near the scrimmage’s 
scheduled end, Bielema said he immediately called 
it a day so the defense could exit “whooping and 
hollering.” 

“You know that passion and enthusiasm on the 
defensive side is stuff you have got to have,” senior 
three-year starting defensive end Trey Flowers said. 
“He allowed those things to happen.” 


OPPOSING COACHES VIEW 


© On last season: (Coordinator) Jim Chaney did 
a really good job offensively last year schemati- 
cally ... but the quarterback killed them. The quar- 
terback play annihilated them, sabotaged the 
whole drill." 

© On the defense: "The defense was average, 
but | think they'll be improved. | don't know if their 
defensive coordinator last year understood offens- 
es in the SEC. They were very vanilla and gave up 
a lot of big plays." 

¢ On Bret Bielema: "It remains to be seen if his 
Big Ten-style of play and recruiting will work at 
Arkansas. Bobby Petrino was successful because 
he was a brilliant offensive mind and unique. 
There's nothing unique about Bielema’s power 
Style of football. And when you run his offense, you 
better have better players than your opponent." 
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“(No.) 86 makes you look silly a lot of 
times,” Bielema said. 

Flowers and now-departed defensive 
end Chris Smith both earned various All- 
SEC recognitions last year, in part because 
each made it impossible for offenses to 
load up to one side. Arkansas will try 
to re-create that problem for opposing 
offenses, and redshirt freshman Tevin 
Beanum and returnees Brandon Lewis, 
Deatrich Wise and JaMichael Winston 
showed themselves worthy candidates 
this spring to hold up the other end. 

Some of the players mentioned above 
may have to move to defensive tackle. 


2011 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 36.8 15 
Rushing 137.4 81 
Passing 300.7 13 
Total 438.1 29 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


23.5 
118.7 
301.5 
420.2 


DEFENSE PERGAME RANK | DEFENSE PER GAME 


2012 RANKINGS 
PERGAME RANK 


Depth is thin behind sophomore Darius 
Philon — who is the team’s best interior 
defensive lineman — and DeMarcus 
Hodge. 

Philon began last season as the lightest 
lineman (285) in the interior rotation, 
but quickly proved himself the quick- 
est. He played considerably, even before 
2013 senior defensive team captain 
Robert Thomas suffered a season-ending 
injury with five games remaining. 

Bielema said it’s imperative that the 
strong and powerful Hodge lose weight. 
He was listed at 6-1, 343, in the spring. 

Linebacker and the secondary were 
both soft spots behind a salty, veteran 
line last fall. Bielema liked the second- 
ary in the spring, starting with five 
cornerbacks headed by senior Tevin 
Mitchel, who is “probably the most 
improved player,” Bielema said. 

“T can’t even tell you how excited 
I am about No. 23,” Bielema added 
about Mitchel. “Tevin has taken a huge, 
huge liking to what's going on. He’s had 
the most improvement of anybody.” 

One of the other four — Carroll 
Washington, Jared Collins, D.J. Dean or 
Will Hines — might move to safety. 

Safety depth shallows behind return- 
ing starters Alan Turner, last year’s 
leading tackler, and Rohan Gaines, 
especially with safety TQ Coleman 
moved to linebacker. 

Returning starting linebackers Brooks 
Ellis, an improving sophomore who 
started late last season in the middle, 
and senior Braylon Mitchell are set to 
top the depth chart again. Second-year 
junior college transfers Martrell Spaight, 
Coleman and junior Otha Peters com- 
pete for the other outside ‘backer spot 
and wherever they can provide depth. 

Arkansas signed three freshman line- 
backers. If any prove precocious, they 
likely will play. 


2013 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 20.7 
Rushing 208.7 
Passing 148.5 
Total 357.2 


DEFENSE PER GAME 
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10-YEAR WINNING TREND 


BEST & 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


DE Trey Flowers 
Added weight in the offsea- 
son to provide better lower- 
body strength. ... Flowers, 
who has made 26 starts in his 
career, has 122 tackles, 
including 32 for loss and 12 } 
sacks. ... His 32 TFLs are tied 
for 11th on the school’s career / 
chart. ... Earned SEC 
Defensive Lineman of the Week when he had a pair of 
sacks in the season-opening win over Louisiana. ... 
Coach Bret Bielema is putting more leadership responsi- 
bility on Flowers’ plate this season. 


EMERGING STAR 
CB Tevin Mitchel 


Re-emerging star may be 
more accurate. ... Arkansas’ 
best cornerback on an 11-2 
Cotton Bowl-winning team 
as a true freshman in 2011, 
Mitchel suffered a helmet- 
to-helmet concussion during 
the 2012 season’s second 
game. ... Though physically 
cleared since the 2012 season's final six games, 
Mitchel hadn't excelled again until this spring, work- 
ing in new defensive coordinator Robb Smith's 
increased press-coverage scheme. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


WR Jared Cormmelius 

Cornelius got a head start on 
the freshman class by enroll- 
ing in January. He capitalized 
by standing out in spring 
scrimmages. ... He caught 
eight passes for 89 yards and 
a touchdown in the first two 
scrimmages, often as the 
go-to guy for first-team quar- 
terback Brandon Allen. ... “He's the total package,” 
receivers coach Michael Smith said of Cornelius, also 
mentioning enrolled JC transfer Cody Hollister. “They 
both are going to play in the first game and play a lot.” 


RESULTS 
3-9,0-8 
LOUISIANA 
vs. Samford 
SOUTHERN MISS 


34-14 
31-21 

24-3 
24-28 
33-45 
10-30 


TEXAS A&M 
at Florida 


22.2 33 
167.6 74 
195.2 25 
362.9 47 


30.4 
124.1 
285.8 
409.9 


30.8 
178.4 
235.0 
413.4 


Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


Scoring 
Rushing 
Pass 
Total 


Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


SOUTH CAROLINA 
at Alabama 
AUBURN 
at Ole Miss 


7-52 
0-52 
17-35 


Ww 

Ww 

Ww 

L at Rutgers 
L 

L 

L 

L 

L 

L 24-34 


Lvs. Mississippi State (OT) 17-24 


TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 
+1 + 0.08 49 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
-19 - 1,58 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 


-10 - 0.8 % 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100] L at LSU 27-31 
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PLAYER PROFILE 


Flowers Returns To 
Bolster Draft Stock 


rkansas’ All-SEC second-team defensive 
A Trey Flowers concluded his 2013 ju- 
ior season weighing whether to enter the 

NFL Draft. 

There was no doubt that Flowers would be 
selected. 

Flowers knew if stayed he would enter the 
2015 draft with a degree in economics, which 
he is on course to achieve in December. And if he 
stayed, which he did, he had the assurance from 
coach Bret Bielema that the Razorbacks coach- 
ing and strength staffs would do all they could to 
make him a higher draft choice in 2015. 

One of the things the coaches could do: Not 
risk Flowers to a spring scrimmage injury. 

So while the Razorbacks scrimmaged on Sat- 
urdays during spring practice, Flowers simply 
watched after partaking in a pro-style condition- 
ing program prescribed just for him. 

“He is a man of his word,” Flowers said. “Ev- 
erything he said he was going to do, he is doing.” 

Flowers said sitting instead of scrimmaging 
sometimes had him wishing that Bielema would 
actually backtrack on his word. 


was the head coach at Wisconsin from 2006 to 


plans to enhance a senior’s draft standing. 


“| came back to increase my draft stock and : 
he assured me that he was going to do every- : 
thing in his power to help me increase it,” Flow- : 
ers said. “I’m behind him 100 percent. He has : 
sent a lot of guys to the league. | know he knows 


what he is doing, so | am just listening.” 


Bielema said if the exploratory process had : 
indicated Flowers “would be a first-rounder that ; 


| would pack your bags for you.” 


Since it indicated less, Bielema believed : 


Flowers could gain much by coming back. 


It wasn’t a hard sell. Not with last year’s win- : 
less SEC season to erase, even if Flowers played : 
so well during that season as to be honored on : 


the conference’s postseason teams. 
“| was leaning towards coming back anyway,” 


Flowers said. “I! didn’t want to go out with the : 
season we had last year. | felt | had a lot more : 
things to accomplish as far as team goals and : 


team expectations.” 


When a kick can be returned, Ar- 


? kansas’ Korliss Marshall proved he can 
: return them. As a true freshman last 

? season, Marshall had an 87-yard return 
? for a touchdown against SEC cham- 

? pion/national runner-up Auburn. 


Now if Bielema only can find a Hog 


: returning punts like Marshall returns kicks. 


Arkansas’ punting is in good feet. Se- 


: nior Sam Irwin-Hill is ambidextrous and 

: capable. After four years of Zach Hocker’s 
: mostly superb place-kicking, Arkansas 

: turns to Parade high school All-American 

? Cole Hedlund of Argyle, Texas. 


It seems that the Razorbacks require 


? less of an analysis of their schedule than 
? psychoanalysis for trying to play it. 


Of their 12 opponents, 10 played in a 


: bowl game last season. 


Subtract nonconference games in 


: Fayetteville with Nicholls State and 

: UAB, and the rest of the opponents — 

: Northern Illinois and Texas Tech in the 
: non-conference, and SEC rivals Auburn, 
? Texas A&M, Alabama, Georgia, Missis- 

: sippi State, LSU, Ole Miss and Missouri 

? — combined to go 88-33 last season. 


“I'm a football player and | want to play foot- : 
ball,” Flowers said. “But | understand where they : 
are coming from. It was kind of hard for me to : 
phe an vies eal ee : eee ? from their 0-8 SEC nightmare of 2013 

Flowers did his own research. Bielema, who : ; 

: and not reflect it much due to the 


: ; “~~ + Strength of their schedule. 
2012, has a history, Flowers said, of tailoring : 


Four went 12-2, starting with Auburn, 
which just happens to be the season-open- 
ing opponent, Aug. 30, in Auburn, Ala. 

The Razorbacks could vastly improve 


— Nate Allen 
Aug. 30 at Auburn 12-2 
Sept. 6 NICHOLLS STATE 4-8 
Sept. 13 at Texas Tech 8-5 


Sept. 20 NORTHERN ILLINOIS 12-2 
Sept. 27 vs. Texas A&M (Arlington, TX) 9-4 


Oct. 11 ALABAMA 11-2 
Oct.18 vs. Georgia (Little Rock) 8-5 
Oct. 25 UAB 2-10 
Nov.1 _ at Mississippi State 7-6 
Nov. 15 LSU 10-3 
Nov, 22 OLE MISS 8-5 
Nov. 29 at Missouri 12-2 
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AUBURN 


HiGERS 


For more coverage of the Tigers, visit auburn.247Sports.com 


OFFENSIVE COORDINA Rhett Lashlee 


AT A GLANCE 


2013 RECORD: 
12-2 overall, 7-1 SEC (1st, West) 


COACH: 
Gus Malzahn — At Auburn: 12-2, 1 year; 
overall: 21-5, 2 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
13: 7 offense; 6 defense 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Nick Marshall, RB Cameron Artis-Payne, 
WR Sammie Coates, C Reese Dismukes, 

DE Carl Lawson, LB Cassanova McKinzy, 
STAR Robenson Therezie, CB Jonathon Mincy 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

Marshall’s return gives Auburn one of the most 
dynamic players in the country — at any posi- 
tion. The Tigers have a number of quality tail- 
backs. The offensive line returns four starters. 
Coates headlines a big, fast, physical receiving 
corps. The D-line is deep and talented; same 


for the linebackers and STAR position. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

Auburn can’t get caught up in the hype train. 
Finding a replacement for bruising blocker Jay 
Prosch, who played a critical role in the team’s 
rushing success a year ago, could be a chal- 
lenge. A pass defense that gave up a lot of 
yards last year lost one of its top cover 
corners. The kicking game is unproven. 


KEY LOSSES: 

RB Tre Mason, HB/FB Jay Prosch, LT Greg 
Robinson, DE Dee Ford, CB/KR Chris Davis, 
P Steven Clark, K Cody Parkey 


OVERVIEW: 

The Tigers will be hard-pressed to recapture the 
magic of last season, but Gus Malzahn’s 2014 
squad could be a lot better (scary, huh?) than 
the one that came within 13 seconds of win- 
ning a national title. Auburn's offense, led by 
Nick Marshall, will be a load for any team to 
stop, and the defense, which has talent, should 
be a lot better in year two under Ellis Johnson. 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Ellis Johnson 


STADIUM: Jordan-Hare Stadium: 87,451 


Magic Aside, Maizahn’s Tigers Working to Get Better Each Day 


been a movie, it would've cleaned 

house at the Oscars. Any role Jack 
Nicholson, Leonardo DiCaprio or Cate 
Blanchett played last year wouldn’t 
have held a candle to the heart-stop- 
ping thrill-ride that Gus Malzahn’s 
Tigers took the college football world 
on last season. 

From the last-second wins over 
Washington State and Mississippi State, 
to the Miracle in Jordan-Hare to the 
Kick-Six, no team captivated the nation 
quite like Auburn did. And no team 
experienced a turnaround quite like 
Malzahn’s squad. 

Just one year after a 3-9 season forced 
out Gene Chizik and brought in Mal- 
zahn, the Tigers finished 12-2, won an 
SEC title and came within 13 seconds of 
upsetting heavily favored Florida State 
for the national title a year later. 

“Immaculate. Extravagant,” defensive 
linemen Gabe Wright said. “I’ve been 
playing football since I was 11 and 
nothing amounts to that (last season). 
I’ve won JV championships, state 
championships; didn’t get the national 
championship, but to go from last to 
first is what made it so special.” 

“It’s rewarding to go back and look 
at what our guys were able to accom- 
plish,” offensive coordinator Rhett 
Lashlee said. “Nobody gave them a 
chance. Nobody thought they could do 
anything, including probably them- 
selves. When a group of guys can come 
together and accomplish something, 
it’s just very rewarding to see. 

“T will never forget that locker room 
after we beat Missouri in Atlanta. Just 
to see the look on those guys’ faces — 
Reese Dismukes and some of the seniors 
— just because of what had happened 
before. That was pretty cool. That’s why 
you coach.” 


I the 2013 Auburn season would’ve 


Powered by a record-setting offense, 
led by Nick Marshall, an opportunistic 
defense and big-play special teams that 
featured last year’s Iron Bowl hero Chris 
Davis — an instant legend for his 109- 
yard field goal return to beat Alabama 
— the Tigers came out of nowhere and 
almost won the whole enchilada. 

Auburn retains many of the pieces 
that made it so successful last year. And 
with a lot of experienced talent on both 
sides of the ball, the Tigers are focused 
on another championship-caliber sea- 
son by working hard and taking it one 
day at a time. 

“Our main focus is beating Arkansas, 
and then the week after that whoever 
we are playing,” said Dismukes, Lindy’s 
first-team All-American center. 

“We got to take it one week at a time. 
I don’t think, as a team, you can look at 
the big picture. Obviously, you can have 
that in the back of your mind, but that 
doesn’t need to be the main focus of 
your team.” 


OFFENSE 


For the first time in the college game, 
Malzahn will have the luxury of return- 
ing his starting quarterback for a second 
consecutive season. There seems to be 
few limitations to what Nick Marshall 
can do behind center. 

Despite having limited experience in 
Malzahn and coordinator Rhett Lashlee’s 
offense when he was named the team’s 
starting quarterback last fall, Marshall 
blossomed into one of the most electrify- 
ing players in college football. 

He, along with Heisman finalist Tre 
Mason, fullback Jay Prosch and an ex- 
tremely talented offensive line, all played 
a big role in Auburn becoming the first 
SEC team in history to lead the country 
in rushing yards (328.3 per game). 

But if the Tigers want to become 
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more potent, Marshall will need to 
become more effective as a passer. 

At times last year, Marshall was just a 
shade off on deep passes. Now that he’s 
had a year to get his timing down with 
big-play wideouts Sammie Coates and 
Ricardo Louis, two of the fastest players 
on the team, look for the passing game 
to be a lot more efficient. 

“Nick can throw it. There’s no doubt 
about it,” Lashlee said. “He’s got a 
strong arm and he can be accurate 
when his feet are right.” 

Senior tailback Cameron Artis-Payne 
likely will get first dibs to replace Ma- 
son. Artis-Payne is a power back, but 


he’s quick and runs with good pad level. 


Corey Grant, redshirt freshman Pey- 
ton Barber and top recruit Racean “Roc” 
Thomas, who arrives in the fall, will all 
vie for touches. Barber, a powerful run- 
ner, was injured in the spring game but 
will be ready for fall camp. Like Grant, 


Jermaine Whitehead 
Photo by RD Moore 


Thomas is a burner. 

Coates, who averaged 21.5 yards per 
catch in 2013, headlines a receiving 
corps that possesses a lot of size, speed, 
athleticism and experience. It’s also an 
effective blocking group. 

Newcomer D’haquille Williams, the 
top-ranked junior college receiver ac- 
cording to 247Sports, proved why he was 
so highly touted by making some terrific 
plays in the A-Day Game. He’ll combine 
with guys like Louis, C.J. Uzomah, 
Brandon Fulse, Marcus Davis, Melvin 
Ray and Quan Bray to give the Tigers a 
formidable group of pass catchers. 

Auburn’s line returns four starters, 
and several players are cross-trained to 
play a different spot in case of an injury. 
Dismukes and left guard Alex Kozan 
anchor the unit. Shon Coleman, who 
steps in at left tackle for Greg Robinson, 
was one of the most improved players 
in spring practice according to Lashlee. 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 
QB _Nick Marshall* Sr. 
RB Cameron Artis-Payne Sr. 
WR — Sammie Coates* Jr. 
WR _ Ricardo Louis* Jt. 
WR — D'haquille Williams Jr. 


TEWR C.J, Uzomah Sr. 

RT Avery Young* So. 

RG Chad Slade" Sr. 

C Reese Dismukes* Sr. Leader of O-line; nation’s top center. 
LG Alex Kozan* So. 

LT Shon Coleman So. 

PK Daniel Carlson Fr. 

*Returning Starter 


STARTER YR. COMMENT 


DE —_LaDarius Owens* Sr. 
DT Gabe Wright* Sr. 
DT —_Ben Bradley Sr. 
DE — Carl Lawson $0. 
LB Kris Frost Ur. 


LB Cassanova McKinzy* Jr. 
Robenson Therezie* Sr. 
CB _ Jonathon Mincy* Sr. 
CB _ Jonathan Jones Jr. 
$ Jermaine Whitehead* Sr. 
$ Derrick Moncrief Jr. 
P Jimmy Hutchinson Fr. 
“Returning Starter 


Terrific athlete; plays with tremendous poise. 

Quick, powerful back; could be in line for big season. 
Explosive deep threat; powerful receiver; good blocker. 
Fast, physical wideout who is an adept runner. 

Rangy receiver expected to make immediate impact. 
Versatile athlete with good size, great hands. 

Athletic lineman with long arms; good run blocker. 
Has started three straight seasons; solid player. 


Emerged into a force last year; physical player. 
Has big shoes to fill, but he is capable. 


Has strong leg; will need to mature quickly. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


Injured in spring practice; good pass rusher. 

Good run stuffer; will see time at end too. 

Tigers will rotate players here: Bradley's strong. 

Has all the tools to be a force off the edge. 

Athletic linebacker; hitter; adept at running plays down. 
Led team in tackles; emerging as one of SEC’s best. 
Physical player who can tackle and cover; great instincts. 
Veteran leader; good coverage skills; not afraid of contact. 
Ankle injury slowed him a year ago; speedster. 
Versatile defender who ranked fourth on team in tackles. 
Rangy JC transfer expected to make big impact; hitter. 
Team just needs him to be consistent. 


DEFENSE 


The Tigers gave up yardage and 
points in chunks at times last year, but 
they also did some things well. 

Despite ranking ninth in the SEC in 
scoring defense (24.7 points per game) 
and 12th in total defense (420.7 ypg.), 
Ellis Johnson’s unit ranked first in the 
league in opponents third-down con- 
version rate (33 percent), third in sacks 
(32) and second in red zone defense. 

With a year under their belts, John- 
son’s defensive players are reacting 
rather than learning. 

“We are so much further along this year 
than we were last year,” Johnson said. 

Although Auburn lost All-SEC end 
Dee Ford, the team leader in sacks 
a year ago, the defensive line should 
be a team strength once again. True 
freshman standouts Carl Lawson, 
Montravius Adams and Elijah Daniel, 
who are now a year older, combine with 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Jeremy Johnson, So. 
Corey Grant, Sr. 
Melvin Ray, Jr. 

Quan Bray, Sr. 

Tony Stevens, So. 
Brandon Fulse, Sr. 
Patrick Miller, Jr. 
Devonte Danzey, Jr. 
Xavier Dampeer, Jr. 
Devonte Danzey, Jr. 
Patrick Miller, Jr. 
Alex Kviklys, Jr. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Elijah Daniel, So. 
Angelo Blackson, Sr. 
Montravius Adams, So. 
Gimel President, So. 
Khari Harding, So. 
Cameron Toney, Fr. 
dustin Garrett, Jr. 
Joshua Holsey, Jr. 
Kamryn Melton, So. 
Brandon King, Sr. 
Joshua Holsey, Jr. 
Jack Bjork, Fr. 
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fect fit for Malzahn’s 
offense. 


becoming a big-time 
playmaker. 


Mm =OWt Stars Hometown 


Kalvaraz Bessent CB 60 17 OOOO  StMary’s,GA 
247Sports Composite rated No. 10 cornerback nationally and No. 9 player in Georgia... 


Region Player of the Year... Under Armour All-American... As a senior, had 34 tackles 
and two interceptions. 


Pos 


Markell Boston 62 20 OO6 Sharpsburg, GA East Coweta 
Ranked No. 55 athlete nationally 1 eget: Composite... Moved from receiver to 
Safety before his senior season... As a senior, had 105 tackles and four interceptions, 


including two returned for touchdowns. 


Myron Burton, J. WR 63 200 GOO lle, GA Peachtree Ridge 
247Sports Composite rated No. 143 athlete nationally... Started at running back, line- 
backer, quarterback and wide receiver in high school... Had 53 receptions for 673 
yards and six touchdowns as a senior. 


Xavier Dampeer OL 62 26 OOS Mendenhall, MS Copiah-Lincoin CC 
Enrolled in January... Ranked No. 2 junior college center nationally by 247Sports 
Composite... Moved from defensive line to center in junior college. 


Deshaun Davis IB 60 25 S00 Mobile 

247Sports Composite rated No. 21 inside linebacker nationally and No. 15 player in 
Alabama... Missed senior season due to torn left ACL... As a junior, had 138 tackles, 
including 15 tackles for loss and six fumbles caused. 


Raashed Kemnion DE 6-6 ooo Jacksonville, FL First Coast 
Ranked No. 81 weakside defensive end nationally by 247Sports Composite... Had 55 
tackles and six sacks as a junior. 


DL 64 20 OGOC  Keysville,GA Georgia Military College 


DaVonte 

247Sports Composite rated No. 1 junior college strongside defensive end and No. 6 
Paver nationally and No. 1 player in Georgia... Had 36 tackles, including 14 tackles for 
loss, eight sacks, and four fumbles caused in junior college in 2013. 


Devaroe Lawrence DT 63 20 OOO Greenville, SC Georgia Military College 
Has three years of eligibility remaining... Ranked No. 18 junior college defensive 
tackle nationally and No. 7 player in Georgia by 247Sports Composite... In 2013, had 
20 tackles and 4.5 sacks. 


Chris Laye TE 65 20 O00 GA Lambert 
Enrolled in January... 247Sports Composite rated No. 49 tight end nationally... Four- 
year starter... Had seven receptions for 107 yards and two touchdowns as a senior. 


Jakell Mitchell HB 6&4 2155 OOO Opelika Opelika 
Ranked No. 16 tight end nationally and No. 13 player in Alabama by 247Sports 
Composite... Missed senior season due to torn right ACL... Played running back and 
tight end as a junior, scoring 17 rushing touchdowns. 


Derrick Moncrief $ 62 218 GO00 Prattville Mississippi Gull Coast CC 
Enrolled in January... 247Sports Composite rated No. 1 junior college safety and 
No. 11 player nationally... As a senior, had 20 tackles in eight games. 


Kamryn Pettway RB 60 220 O66 Prattville Prativille 
Ranked No. 33 running back nationally and No. 12 player in Alabama by 247Sports 
Composite... Played in Alabama-Mississippi All-Star game... Had 1,402 yards rushing 
and 17 touchdowns as a senior. 
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Stanton Truitt National Rank: 6 

A 247Sports rs 
Composite three-star, aa: RTS 

Truitt played quarter- sat COM POSITE 


back in high school, 
but the 5-9 playmaker 
will be right at home 
in the slot in college. 
Like Williams and 
Moncrief, Truitt 
enrolled early and 


2015 NEEDS: 


Simply put, after only signing one guard out of high 
school and one JC center, Auburn needs to sign 

as many college-ready offensive linemen as possible. 
A true center, a couple of elite guards, and several 
maulers at offensive tackle will be needed to provide 


looked to bulk up and adequate depth after the early departure of Greg 
learn his new position. Robinson and upcoming graduation of returning 
His ability to make starters Reese Dismukes and Chad Slade. 


defenders miss in the — Kipp Adams 
open field makes him 


a dangerous weapon. 


Pos Mi Wi Stars Hometown 
Stephen Roberis FS 60 18 OGG Opelika Opelika 
247Sports Composite rated No. 11 cornerback and No. 124 player nationally and No. 7 


player in Alabama... Under Armour All-American... Converting from corner to safety. 


Nick Ruffin H 180 OOCC Duluth, Ga _ SL Pius X 
Ranked No. 14 cornerback and No. 116 player eon and No. 8 player in Georgia 
by 247Sports Composite... U.S. Army All-American... Had 59 tackles, two intercep- 
tions and two fumbles caused as a senior. 


Dontavius Russell OT 63 30 OOOO  Caroliton, Carnollton 
247Sports Composite rated No. 12 defensive tackle nationally and No. 11 player in 
Georgia... Under Armour All-American... As a senior, had 62 tackles, including 7.5 
tackles for loss, and three sacks. 


Braden Smith OL 6&6 25 SOGSC  Diathe,KS Olathe South 
Ranked No. 3 offensive guard and No. 63 player nationally and No. 1 player in Kansas 
by 247Sports Composite... Under Armour All-American... Two-way starter as a senior 
with 82 pancake blocks and 59 tackles. 


Racean “Roc” Thomas RB 5-11 2022 OG6O66 Anniston Oxtord 
247Sports Composite rated No. 5 running back and No. 23 player nationally and No. 3 
player in Alabama... Gatorade Alabama Player of the Year... UnderArmour All-American... 
Alabama Mr. Football... Had 2,211 yards rushing and 32 touchdowns as a senior. 


Justin DE 65 20 OGOC  Prichan 
Ranked No. 6 weakside defensive end nationally and No. 6 player in Alabama by 
247Sports Composite... As a senior, had 56 tackles, including 17 tackles for loss, and 


eight sacks... Played in the Alabama-Mississippi All-Star Game. 


Stanton Truitt WR 54 15 O00 Monroe, GA Monroe Area 
247Sports Composite rated No. 53 athlete nationally and No. 24 player in Georgia... 
Enrolled in January... Moved from quarterback to receiver... Had more than 5,000 
yards of total offense in final two seasons... Scored 24 touchdowns as a senior. 


Joseph Tumer 8 62 18 OOS San Mateo, CA College of San Mateo 
Ranked No. 6 junior college cornerback and No. 71 player nationally and No. 15 player 
in California by 247Sports Composite. 


Sean White 62 20 SOOO Boca Raton, FL University Nova South 
247Sports Composite rated No. 8 pro-style quarterback nationally and No. 22 player in 
Florida... Under Armour All-American Game Most Valuable Player... Had 2,239 yards 
passing and 29 touchdowns as a senior. 


Andrew Williams DE 6-4 ©6666 McDonough, GA Eagles Landing Academy 
Ranked No. 13 weakside defensive end nationally and No. 17 player in Georgia by 247Sports 
Composite... Had 66 tackles, including 36 tackles for loss, and 10 sacks as.a senior. 


D Williams WR 63 216 OGOO LaPlace, LA Gulf Coast CC 
247Sports Composite rated No. 1 junior college player nationally... Enrolled in 
January... In 2013, had 51 receptions for 733 yards and nine touchdowns... Had 67 
receptions for 1,295 yards and 17 touchdowns in 2012. 


Tre’ Williams 1B 62 217 GOOGS Mobile Paul's Episcopal 
Ranked No. 2 inside linebacker and No. 29 player nationally and No. 4 paver in Alabama 
by 247Sports Composite... UnderArmour All-American... Had 119 tackles as a senior. 
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No. Name 


1 Montravius Adams DT 
74 Will Adams OL 


TIGERS SPRING ROSTER 


6-4 


Hometown 


306 So. Vienna, GA 


Pos. 


Damian Lewis 


Ht. 


RB 5-9 201 So, 


Wt 


Cl. Hometown 


Wetumpka 


6-7 


296 So. Tyrone, GA 


21 Mackento Alexander DB 
33 Nike Anthony DB 


5-11 


6-1 


203 So. 
203 Sr. 


Immokalee, FL 


Lithia, FL 


44 Cameron Artis-Payne_RB 
25 Peyton Barber RB 


5-11 
5-11 225 Fr 


Warisburg, PA 
Alpharetta, GA 


210 Sr 


40 Gage Batten 
84 Jack Bjork Pp 
98 Angelo Blackson ODL 


6-1 
6-4 


FB 6-0 232 So. Palm Beach Gantens, AL_ 


19% Fr Dallas, TX 
306 Sr. 


Sr. Bear, DE 


68 KyleBolstad OL 
Ben Bradley 


6-4 


280 So. __ Brentwood, TH 


oT 
QuanBray 


Alec Brown DL 


Shane Callahan OL_—6-6 «= 304 So. 
TE 6-3 2 Jt 


| Wirth Campbell 
Daniel Carlson = K 


6-2 


6-4 


‘WR 5-10 187 Sr. 


210 Fe 


Trussville 


Ricardo Louis 
Patrick Lymon 


WR 6-2 212 Jr 
‘RB 5-10 191 


Miami, FL 


Se___Huntsvile 


Nick Marshall QB 


Duncan McKinney K 5-11 182 Jr. 


6-4 


210 Sr. Pineview, GA 


Florence 


8 CassanovaMcKinzy LB 6-3 249 Jr. 
“DB 5-10 182 So. 


37_Kamryn Melton 
51_ Patrick Miller 


Jonathon Mincy DB 5-10 200 Sr, 


JaViere Mitchell LB 


OL 6-7 289 Jr. 


2 


_ Birmingham 
___ Dothan 
_Palm Beach, FL 
East Atlanta, GA 
Leeds 


203 So. 


Deon Mix OL 
Derrick Moncrief DB 
Tyler Nero OL 


&4 


62 
6-2 


298 Fr. 


28 Je 


Batesville, MS 
___ Prativilie 


Parker, CO 
__Nastwile, TN 


JaBrian Niles OL 
Wade Norberg Te 


6-2 
6-6 


277 So. Atmore 
300 J. Mobile: 
216 Jr. South Lake Tahoe, CA. 


_215 _ Fr. Colorado Springs, CO_ 


83 Michael Clifton TE 
18 Sammie Coates WR 


72 Shon Coleman OL 


OL 


52_Xavier Dampeer 
97 Elijah Daniel = OL 
83 Devonte Danzey OL 
80_ Marcus Davis WR 
28 TW. Davis 
89_Jaylon Denson _ 
76_Jordan Diamond 
50 Reese Dismukes 0 
17 Ben Durand 
33_Kenny Flowers: 
23 Johnathan Ford 
17_ Kris Frost 
11_ Brandon Fulse 
26 _Justin Garrett 
96_Aaron Garrison 
20 Corey Grant RB 
32_Nosakhere Griggs _ 0B 
22_Khari Harding 
45 Keymiya Harrell 
48 Forrest Hil 
15 Joshua Holsey 


OL 


‘1B 
OB 


0B 


28 Jimmy Hutchinson P 6-2 198 Fr. 


Blake Chapman WR 5-10 178 Fr 
6-3 


6-2 
6-6 
6-2 


__—_Huntite 
Evans, GA 
Leroy 


LaDarius Owens DL 
Ricky Parks TE 


6-2 


es 


259 Sr. Bessemer 
268 


Jonathan Parsiow DS 
Daniel Pond LB 


6-0 
6-1 


So. ~ Hogansville, GA 
185 Ft. 


fe ____—- Daphne 


Jr. Spanish Fort 


Memphis, TN 
Mendenfal, MS 


6-2 


6-4 29% 


5-9 


08 6-1 


6-3 
6-6 


OL 63 25 S. 


6-1 
6-0 


__1B_ 62 234 
TE 64 272 
1B G1 224 

DL 62 260 
RB 5-11 203 

5-11 155 Jr. 

DB 6-0 224 


Avon, IN- 

Tampa, FL 
Delray Beach, FL. 
_Tallahassee, FL 
Hoover 

__ Chicago, IL 
Spanish Fort 


196 So._ 
218 
318 


QB 6-3 205 Jr. _Tyngsborough, MA_ 


230 Jr. 
199 So. 


Lilburn, GA 
Big Cove 
Matthews, NC_ 


__Fayettvil, GA 


So. Edmond, OK 


DL 6-4 256 Jr. 
DS 6-1 248 
511 192 Jr 


Selma 
Jonesboro, GA 
LB. 


Marietta, GA 


Sr. 


6 __Jeremy Johnson 
3 Jonathan Jones 


QB 6-5 223 So, 
DB 5-10 182 Jr, 


29 Brandon King 
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Carroltton, GA 
Alabaster 


87 Gray King 
63._Alex Kozan 


WR 5-10 171 Fr 
OL 6-4 300 So. Castle Rock, CO 


_Attanta, GA 


Gimel President DL 


6-4 


82 _ Melvin Ray WR 
25 STrowon Reed 
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60 
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188 Sr. Thibodaux, LA 


86 Dimitri Reese WR 
67 Chase Robison DL 


5-11 
6-4 


181 Sr. 
242 So. 


36 Michael Sherwood DB 
62 Chad Slade OL 


5-8 
6-5 


170 Fr. 
315 Sr 


43 Spencer Smith TE 
8 Tony Stevens WR 


_ 6-6 
6-4 


240 So. 
198 So. 


Birmingham 
__ Orlando, FL 


29 Tyler Stovall__—P 


61. Michael Sulka 
48_ Anthony Swain _ 


79 JoshuaThompson OL 6-2 317 Fr 
ae Sek 


46 Lawyer Tillman — 
47 Cameron Toney 
39_B.J, Trimble 
10 Stanton Truitt wR 
16 Tucker Tuberville QB 


LB 


- _ 61 
DS 6-3 240 So, 
1B 6-2 249 Jr. 
27 Robenson Therezie DB 5-9 212 St 


6-1 


__ WR 5-10 165 


5-9 
6-0 


207 Ft Hokes Bluff 
Bluffton, SC 
Gadsden 
Miami, FL 
Oothan 
Lacey, WA 
Huntsville 

_ Fayetteville, GA 
Atlanta, GA 


243—OFr. 


175 Fr. 
180_ So. 


81 Cw.Uzomah TE 6-4 264 Sr, 


12 MackVanGorder DB 
3 Dominic Walker WR 


12 Jonathan Wallace QB 6-2 207 J 


99 Brian Walsh OL 


6-1 


6-3 


| ___ Gainesville, GA 
Orlando, FL 
Phenix City 


315 Jr. __ Winter Springs, FL_ 


54 Jeffrey Whitaker DL 


64 


322 Sr. Warner Robins, GA 


31. Mark White : 
9 Jermaine Whitehead DB 


WR 5-10 168 So, 
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39 Alex Kviklys K 
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TE 6-5 240 Fr 
OL 6-6 286 So. Fairhope 


__Gumming, GA 


45 Andrew Williams RB 
1 D'haquille Williams WR 


59 
63 


90 Gabe Wright DL 
56_AveryYoung _—OL 


6-3 


6-6 


Bh Se 


201 Se 
205 Jr. 


=_Spotower, 

LaPlace, LA 
_— = Sokanbis; GA. 
309 So, Palm Beach Gardens, FL 


49 Patrick Young FB 


6-2 


Name GP Effic Cmp Att Int Pct Yards 
N. Marshall 13 143.17 142 239 6 594 1976 
J,Johnson = 6 19573 29 41 2 707 422 
Name GP No. Yards Avg TD Long Avg/G 
S. Coates 14 42 902 21.5 7 88 644 
R. Louis 14 28 «4325 «(11.6 2 73 232 
M. Davis 14 23 217° «94 1 2715.5 
Name GP Att Gain Loss Net Avg TD 
T. Mason 14 317 1835 419 1816 5.7 23 
N. Marshall 13 172 1225 157 1068 62 12 
C. Grant 14 66 664 17 647 98 6 


Tackles: C. McKinzy 75, C. Davis 74, R. Smith 68 

Tackles for loss: D. Ford 14.5, G, Wright 8.5, C. McKinzy 8 
Sacks; D. Ford 10.5, C. Lawson 4, G. Wright 3 
Interceptions: R. Therezie 4, R. Smith 3, J. Whitehead 2 


230 Jr ___Trussville_ 


TD Long 
1488 


53 129.7 


NOTEBOOK 


he coaching staff wanted to throw the football in 

the A-Day Game and that’s exactly what hap- 
pened. Nick Marshall, who worked hard on his pass- 
ing in the spring, completed 13 of 22 passes for 236 
yards and four touchdowns. 

“Our emphasis was obviously throwing the foot- 
ball,” coach Gus Malzahn said. “It was good to see 
our guys throwing and catching the ball in front of a 
crowd.” 

¢ Auburn was hit by injuries during spring ball, 
mostly on the defensive side, but the team is expect- 
ed to be relatively healthy when fall camp begins. 

© Ellis Johnson on Khari Harding, who moved 
from linebacker to safety: “He's a good hitter, quick; 
got great skills for a linebacker.” 

¢ Safety Derrick Moncrief, the top-ranked junior 
college safety, could make a big impact in the sec- 
ondary due to his size and physicality. “He picked up 
on things rather quickly,” Johnson said of Moncrief. 

e Former Auburn star Mike Kolen, aka “Captain 
Crunch,” presented Cassanova McKinzy with the 
Mike Kolen Award, which is given annually to the 
team’s leading tackler. 

Kolen, a member of the 1972 Miami Dolphins 
undefeated Super Bowl Vil team, had this to say about 
Malzahn: “He's a hard worker, a team builder and 
from an offensive standpoint, he’s a genius. He’s a 
nice guy; a real gentleman. But he’s all business, and 
| appreciate that about him. His goal is for the Auburn 
team to be champions every year. Great coaches zero 
in on that with their teams.” 

¢ True freshman Stanton Truitt flashed good 
hands, speed and quickness in the A-Day Game. He 
could emerge as a reliable weapon in the slot. 

The Tigers are not only a big team, but they also 
have a lot of speed and athleticism. That was very 
evident watching the first-team offense and defense 
in the A-Day Game. 

¢ Sammie Coates, Ricardo Louis, D’haquille 
Williams, C.J. Uzomah and Brandon Fulse are all 
imposing targets in the passing game for Marshall, 
especially in the red zone, but they also double as 
good blockers. “We take a lot of pride in our blocking 
as receivers,” Coates said. 


OPPOSING COACHES VIEW 


© On this year’s team: “They lost a couple of 
players on offense, including Tre Mason, who was 
a Heisman Trophy finalist and picked up the tough 
yards in the second half of games. But they've got 
a good offensive system. Nobody has slowed them 
down; they've slowed themselves down. Until 
somebody figures out how to stop them, they'll be 
tough to beat. They're much improved on defense. 
They've recruited well. And they've got a great 
defensive coordinator (Ellis Johnson). They're a 
threat for sure. But they were fortunate in three or 
four games last year.” 

¢ On who might surprise: “They've added a 
great receiver talent in D'haquille Williams, who's a 
lot like (former Tennessee star) Cordarrelle Patterson. 
He had a terrific spring and he’s dynamite with the 
ball. He might be one-and-done like Patterson.” 


102 Lindy’s Sports Annuals 


www.lindyssports.com 2014 


Sammie Coates , 
Photo by AP Photo/Butch Dill J 


veterans Gabe Wright, LaDarius 
Owens, Angelo Blackson, Ben Bradley 
and Jeffrey Whitaker to give the Tigers 
a talented — and deep — front wall. 
Johnson experimented with a “Rhino 
Package” in the spring to take advan- 
tage of the team’s athletic ability along 
the defensive line. In that package, 
Wright or Adams could see time at end 
in an effort to get more size on the field. 
“Tt (defensive line) is probably the 
deepest position group on our defen- 
sive side, and I think we’ve got two or 
three players that are impact players — 
Wright, Lawson, some of those guys.” 
Emerging star Cassanova McKinzy, 
the team leader in tackles a year ago, 
moved from Will linebacker to Mike 


2011 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 25.7 
Rushing 182.3 
Passing 155.5 
Total 337.9 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PER GAME 
18.7 
148.4 
156.6 
305.0 


DEFENSE PER GAME 
28.9 
189.2 
218.8 


408.0 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PER GAME 
28.3 
197.6 
222.9 
420.5 


Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
+2 +015 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
-12 - 1.00 
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2012 RANKINGS 


in the spring. His sidekick, Kris Frost, 
moved from Mike to Will. The move 
was made by Johnson to give his top 
two ‘backers a better understanding of 
the entire defense. 

“Both positions are pretty inter- 
changeable,” Frost said. “It gives you a 
way to focus on the defense as a whole 
— everyone's drops, everyone’s fits.” 

Khari Harding, Cameron Toney and 
big-time signee Tre’ Williams will vie for 
backup roles at linebacker. 

The critical Star position in Johnson's 
defense will be a strong point for the 
Tigers. Robenson Therezie, last season’s 
MVP on defense, and Justin Garrett, 

a rangy athlete who didn’t play last 
season due to a foot injury, are the top 
two on the depth chart. Johnson even 
hinted that Therezie and Garrett, along 
with corner/safety Joshua Holsey (who 
sat out the spring after injuring his knee 
last season), will be vital pieces to the 
team’s Dime package. 

Seniors Jonathon Mincy and 
Jermaine Whitehead anchor a second- 
ary that’s still solidifying. Mincy was 
moved to boundary corner this spring 
and performed well. Jonathan Jones, 
Kamryn Melton, Holsey and possibly 
the cornerback signees will vie for time 
opposite Mincy. 

Junior college transfer Derrick 
Moncrief picked up the system quickly 
and started the A-Day Game at safety. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Kicker Cody Parkey, punter Steven 
Clark and punt returner Chris Davis 
helped Auburn have one of the top 
special teams units in the SEC a year 
ago, but they’ve all graduated. The loss 
of Clark may sting the most. His moon- 
shot punts downed inside the 20 (26, in 
fact) helped the defense out a number 
of times. 


2013 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 39.5 
Rushing 328.3 
Passing 173.0 
Total §01.3 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 


Total 420.7 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
+0 +0.0 


RANK 
T-61 
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10-YEAR WINNING TREND 
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BEST & 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 
QB Nick Marshall 


Despite only having a few 
weeks to prepare for the 2013 
season, Marshall became one 
of the nation’s top playmakers 
in Gus Malzahn and Rhett 
Lashlee's offense. ... The 6-1, 
210-pound dual threat fin- 
ished second on the team in 
rushing yards (1,068) and 
touchdowns (12) while averaging 6.2 yards per carry. ... 
Worked hard on his passing this spring after throwing 
for 1,976 yards and 14 TDs as a junior. ... Extremely 
poised ... Great runner. 


EMERGING STAR 


DE Carl Lawson 

Lawson was one of the top- 
ranked defensive ends in the 
country in the 2013 signing 
class, and he’s in line for a 
breakout after he recorded 20 
tackles, including 7.5 for loss, 
and four sacks as a true fresh- 
man. ... Physical freak. ... 
Was very hard to block during 
spring practice according to players. ... Has rare burst 
off edge. ... Tallied six tackles and two sacks in 
Auburn's 30-22 win over Ole Miss last season. 


TOP NEWCOMER 
WR D’haquille Williams 


Williams, the top-ranked 
junior college receiver in the 
country, chose Auburn over 
Alabama, LSU and Florida 
State. ... The 6-2, 216- 
pound junior will team with 
Sammie Coates to give the 
Tigers a fast, physical pair 
of outside receivers. ... Led 
all Auburn wideouts with five catches for 88 yards 
and a score in the A-Day Game. ... Has excellent 
ball skills. ... Drew rave reviews from coaches and 
teammates for spring performance. 


RESULTS 
12-2,7-1 
WASHINGTON STATE 31-24 
ARKANSAS STATE 38-9 
MISSISSIPPI STATE 24-20 
at LSU 21-35 
OLE MISS 30-22 
WESTERN CAROLINA 62-3 
at Texas A&M 45-41 
FAU 45-10 
at Arkansas 35-17 
at Tennessee §5-23 
GEORGIA 43-38 
ALABAMA 34-28 
SEC Championship 
vs. Missouri 
BCS National 
vs. Florida State 
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59-42 
Game 
31-34 


Lindy’s Sports Annuals 103 


Coleman’s Future 
Looking Bright 


hon Coleman was a member of the highly 
Gist 2010 Auburn recruiting class that 

finished No. 4 nationally. When he gave 
his pledge to the Tigers over in-state rival Ala- 
bama, AU football fans immediately envisioned 
the 6-6, 310-pound Coleman being a stalwart on 
the offensive line for years to come. 

But things didn’t work out that way. In fact, 
football became a lot less important to Coleman 
and his family when the former Olive Branch 
High School (Mississippi) standout was diag- 
nosed with leukemia in the spring of 2010. 

After nearly a two-year battle to defeat the 
disease, Coleman was cleared to return to lim- 
ited football activities toward the conclusion of 
spring ball in 2012. When he returned to the 
practice field, he received a standing ovation 
from his teammates and coaches. And though 
he might not have known it at the time, Coleman 
learned a lot about himself and what he wanted 
to accomplish in life. 

“Yeah, I've been able to push myself to lim- 
its that | never thought | could,” Coleman said. 
“lam more determined, and I’m more confident in 


y =. : “a 


| PRORILE 


classroom and on the field. | want to keep suc- 
ceeding in the things that | want to succeed in.” 


talented predecessor. 


make you a better player.” 


Now that Robinson is off to the NFL, Coleman 
is currently in line to be Nick Marshall's blind- 
side protector. This spring, he made an effort to : 


work on all areas of his game. 


“| worked on pass and run blocking,” Coleman 
said. “I balanced it out so | can be efficient in : 


both areas.” 


Auburn fans had to wait a little bit, but they'll 
finally be able to see No. 72 lining up at left tack- 
le this fall. Coleman's just ready to show thanks : 


with his play. 


“| greatly appreciate everything everyone has : 
done for me as far as supporting me; writing let- : 
ters, things like that,” he said. “Everything that : 
| do, | am doing it for them — to see me suc- : 
ceed. I’m really just willing to give back. If some- : 
one else is going through the same situation, - 


| want to help them.” 


Redshirt freshman Jimmy Hutchinson, 
who averaged 40.2 yards per punt in the 
A-Day Game, takes over for Clark. 

Redshirt freshman Daniel Carlson is 


: Parkey’s successor. With the wind swirl- 

: ing inside Jordan-Hare during the A-Day 
: Game, he hit a 50-yarder and made a 

: 27-yarder. He missed a 51-yarder and an 
? extra point. 


D’haquille Williams could be a viable 


: punt return candidate. Corey Grant, 
: Quan Bray and Rudy Ford are kick- 
? return candidates. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Auburn will begin its SEC title de- 


? fense at home against Arkansas in the 
: season-opener. 


After the Tigers play San Jose State for 


: the first time ever, they'll face a tough 

: challenge on the road at Kansas State in 
: front of a nationally televised audience 
? on a Thursday night. A win would be 

: huge for either team. 


Home games against LSU and South 


? Carolina, along with a historically dif- 
: ficult game at Mississippi State, ramp up 
: the stakes in October. 


Road trips to Ole Miss and Georgia, 


? sandwiched around a Texas A&M visit 
everything | do. | want to be successful — in the : to Jordan-Hare, should tell a lot about 
: what kind of team Auburn has in mid- 
4 November. 

After redshirting in 2012, Coleman served as : 
Greg Robinson's backup at left tackle a year ago. : 
The sophomore said he carefully watched his ; 
: regular-season finale. 

“I've learned a lot from him (Greg) as far as : 
football skills, like working with technique, the : 
run-block game and all the small things that : 


Following a bye week and a visit from 
Samford in the same month, Auburn 
will visit arch-rival Alabama in the 


— Matt Lowe 
SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 13 Record 
Aug. 30 ARKANSAS 3-9 
Sept. 6 SAN JOSE STATE 6-6 
Sept.18 at Kansas State 8-5 
Sept.27 LOUISIANA TECH 4-8 
Oct. 4 LSU 10-3 
Oct.11 at Mississippi State 7-6 
Oct.25 SOUTH CAROLINA 11-2 
Nov. 1 at Ole Miss 8-5 
Nov. 8 TEXAS A&M 9-4 
Nov. 15 at Georgia 8-5 
Nov. 22 SAMFORD 8-5 
Nov. 29 at Alabama 11-2 
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The Growing Family of Honours Golf Clubs 


ALABAMA FLORIDA 

NorthRiver Yacht Club, Tuscaloosa, AL King & Bear at World Golf Village Resort, St. Augustine, FL 
Limestone Springs Golf Club, Oneonta, AL Slammer & Squire at World Golf Village Resort, St. Augustine, FL 
Highland Park Golf Course, Birmingham, AL Bay Point Resort Golf Club, Panama City Beach, FL 

Cider Ridge Golf Club, Oxford, AL 

Cherokee Ridge Country Club, Union Grove, AL MISSISSIPPI 

Lagoon Park Golf Course, Montgomery, AL Reunion Golf & Country Club, Madison, MS 

Gateway Golf Course, Montgomery, AL 

Craft Farms Golf Resort, Gulf Shores, AL N ORTH CARO LINA 

Peninsula Golf & Racquet Club, Gulf Shores, AL Maggie Valley Club & Resort, Maggie Valley, NC 


Kiva Dunes, Gulf Shores, AL 
Rock Creek Golf Club, Fairhope, AL 


HONOURS GOLF [Bij 
WWW.HONOURSGOLF.COM Jf 


Visit us online to learn more about Honours Golf: 


FLORIDA 


GATORS 


For more coverage of the Gators, visit florida.247Sports.com 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Kurt Roper 


AT A GLANCE 


2013: 
4-8 overall, 3-5 SEC (5th, East) 


COACH: 
Will Muschamp — At Florida and overall: 
22-16, 3 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
15; 6 offense, 8 defense, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Jeff Driskel, RB Kelvin Taylor, WR Quinton 
Dunbar, C Max Garcia, DE Dante Fowler, 

DE Jonathan Bullard, CB Vernon Hargreaves III 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

Florida has a strong ground game that fea- 
tures quarterback running from Driskel and a 
deep backfield led by Taylor. The defensive line 
has a strong veteran presence with all-confer- 
ence caliber defensive ends in Fowler and 
Bullard. The Gators also have a lock-down 
cornerback in Hargreaves, possibly the best 


in the country. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

The offensive line is inexperienced after the 
Starting unit, with four first-year players 
rounding out the second team. Injuries to the 
starters could quickly derail Florida's offense. 
The Gators don’t have much experience in the 
secondary, with several freshmen expected to 
play major roles in 2014. 


KEY LOSSES: 

C Jonotthan Harrison, RG Jon Halapio, 

DT Dominique Easley, CB Marcus Roberson, 
CB Loucheiz Purifoy, S Jaylen Watkins 


OVERVIEW: 

Florida must replace several key players in the 
back end of its defense and the offense is look- 
ing to execute a major turnaround after finish- 
ing in the bottom 20 nationally in total offense 
in each of the past three years. Driskel returns 
from a broken leg to lead a new offense that 
will move the Gators from a power-running 
attack to a spread passing game. 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: D.J. Durkin 


STADIUM: Ben Hill Griffin: 88,548 


Beaten-down Gators Bonding, Seeking Turnaround 


lorida finished the 2013 season 
Fe its worst since 1979, and the 
message was simple. 

“You get knocked down like we were 
last year, you just shut up and go to 
work,” coach Will Muschamp said. “You 
are what your record is. I’m a 4-8 coach 
and we've got a 4-8 ball club. We need 
to work hard to get better and improve 
in every facet.” 

Injuries derailed the Gators after a 4-1 
start to the season. As starter after start- 
er went down, so did Florida’s season. 
The Gators lost their last seven games as 
the final tally reached 16 season-ending 
injuries, including 10 to starters. 

But Muschamp and his Gators are do- 
ing everything they can to avoid using 
that as an excuse this offseason as they 
look to get Florida back to contending 
in the SEC East. Instead, the 4-8 record 
is used as a constant reminder to drive 
the entire offseason. 

“The coaches always put it in our 
minds,” defensive end Dante Fowler 
said. “When we are not doing good, they 
tell us it’s a 4-8 effort. When we hear 
that, we know it’s time to get right.” 

Muschamp’s job is on the line going 
into his fourth season at Florida. If not 
for an 11-2 campaign in 2012, he might 
already have been fired. With his back 
to the wall, he has become more ener- 
getic, more vocal and seemingly more 
determined than ever, and that has bled 
over to his team. 

“It’s like night and day,” center Max 
Garcia said. “Guys are working together. 
We're all on the same page. We're out 
there hooting and hollering on the 
practice field. It’s something we really 
didn’t do last year. There really wasn’t 
that much excitement. 

“] feel like guys are really going to 
practice excited about practicing, want- 
ing to practice and wanting to get bet- 


ter. That’s really encouraging, especially 
coming off a 4-8 year.” 

Now the Gators turn to that renewed 
focus to try to pull the program out of 
the bottom half of the SEC East. For 
them, the way to fix things is just as 
easy as was their fall from a BCS title 
contender to a 4-8 team. 

“Put in more effort; put a little bit of 
extra time in the film room,” quarter- 
back Jeff Driskel said. “I think we’re on 
the right track, and I don’t anticipate 
another year like that.” 


OFFENSE 

Florida has ranked worse than 100th 
nationally in total offense in each of the 
past three years, prompting Muschamp 
to find a new coordinator. He hired 
Duke’s Kurt Roper to install a hurry-up, 
no-huddle offense. 

Roper’s offense will spread the field to 
take advantage of starting quarterback 
Jeff Driskel’s ability to run the football. 
Driskel, a redshirt junior, returns for his 
fourth year after suffering a broken leg 
that forced him to miss the final nine 
games of 2013. He quickly picked up 
the offense and cemented his starting 
job early in the spring after Muschamp 
opened up a quarterback competition. 

Driskel is effective running the zone 
read, giving the Gators a dangerous 
quarterback run game that defenses 
must account for. 

“A lot of our plays are based on read- 
ing different things, the defensive end 
or reading a linebacker,” Driskel said. 
“You don’t get the looks all the time, 
but when you do get the perfect look, 
you can hit a really big play with the 
quarterback run.” 

The junior quarterback will have 
a deep and talented backfield to work 
with, which should keep everyone 
fresh. Sophomore Kelvin Taylor took 
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rnon Hargreaves III 


Photo by Joe Robbins 


the starting job when Matt Jones suf- 
fered a season-ending knee injury a year 
ago, rushing for 508 yards. Mack Brown 
returns after leading the Gators in rush- 
ing and Jones will be back healthy in 
the fall as well. 

At receiver, Florida replaces two of 
its top three targets from a year ago. 
Redshirt senior Quinton Dunbar returns 
as a starter, having caught a pass in 28 
straight games. While he provides a 
veteran presence, the Gators will rely 
on a trio of sophomores in 6-5 receiver 
Ahmad Fulwood, Demarcus Robinson 
and speedster Chris Thompson. Juniors 
Latroy Pittman and Valdez Showers re- 
turn as seldom-used options in the slot. 

Tight end is a weakness, with the 
position combining to produce just four 
catches for 42 yards a year ago. Seniors 
Clay Burton and Tevin Westbrook re- 
turn, while freshman DeAndre Goolsby 
will be counted on early. 

The line returns three starters, as 


—— 


_ Dante Fowler ~~ 
Photo by Steve Beyer 
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well as senior right tackle Chaz Green, 
who has started 19 career games, but 
missed all of 2013 with a shoulder 
injury. D.J. Humphries returns from an 
injury-shortened 2013 season to anchor 
the left tackle spot. Senior Max Garcia 
moves to center, while junior Tyler 
Moore moves to left guard. At right 
guard is 6-8, 361-pound senior Trenton 
Brown, the only new starter up front. 

Florida is not deep on the offensive 
line, with only one backup who has 
ever played a college down. 


DEFENSE 


Florida returns its entire defensive 
line from a year ago. Junior defen- 
sive ends Dante Fowler and Jonathan 
Bullard have all-conference potential, 
combining for a career 26 tackles for 
loss and nine sacks. Fowler has elite 
speed off the edge and will be Florida's 
featured pass-rusher. Bryan Cox Jr. pro- 


vides a reliable third option at end. 

On the defensive interior, seniors 
Leon Orr and Darious Cummings re- 
turn. Orr has the size to plug the middle 
in the run game, while Cummings pro- 
vides a good interior pass rush. Redshirt 
freshmen Caleb Brantley and Jay-nard 
Bostwick will also play at tackle, giving 
the Gators a solid four-man rotation. 

At linebacker, Florida must replace 
edge pass-rusher Ronald Powell, who 
left school early to enter the NFL Draft. 
But starters Antonio Morrison and 
Michael Taylor are both back to anchor 
the middle. Both must improve their 
toughness after being pushed around 
quite a bit in 2013. 

Meanwhile, sophomore Jarrad Davis 
has emerged as a third starter at line- 
backer after an impressive freshman 
season. Davis is the most athletic of 
the linebackers, providing Florida with 
excellent speed and hitting ability in 
the run game. Senior Neiron Ball gives 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB Jeff Driskel Jr___ Missed final nine games of 2013 with broken leg. Skyler Mornhinweg, So. 


RB _ Kelvin Taylor* So. 
WR — Quinton Dunbar* Sr. 
WR — Ahmad Fulwood So. 


Started four games as a freshman, rushed for 508 yards, 
Has caught a pass in 28 consecutive games. 
Had a catch in last seven games of freshman season. 


Mack Brown, Sr. 
Chris Thompson, So. 
Demarcus Robinson, So. 


WR _Latroy Pittman Jr. Only has four career catches for 24 yards. Valdez Showers, Jr. 
TE __Clay Burton* Sr.__ Former defensive lineman only caught one pass in 2013, __Tevin Westbrook, Sr. 
LT DJ. Humphries* Jr. Knee injury ended his season after seven games. Kavaris Harkless, Fr. 
LG Tyler Moore* dr. Moving from RG to LG. Scooter accident ended 2013 season. Nolan Kelleher, Fr. 

C Max Garcia* Sr. Moving from LG to C. Started all 12 games last season. ‘Trip Thurman, Jr. 

RG Trenton Brown Sr. __ After playing tackle last season, will move inside to guard. Drew Sarvary, dr. 

RT Chaz Green Sr. Has 19 career starts, but missed 2013 with shoulder injury. Roderick Johnson, Fr. 
K Austin Hardin* So. Only made 4 of 12 FGs, with a long of 33. Frankie Velez, Sr. 
“Returning Starter 


COMMENT 
DE Dante Fowler* Jt. 
NT Leon Orr* Sr, 
DT —_Darious Cummings" __Sr. 
DE _ Jonathan Bullard* Jr. 
LB Michael Taylor* Sr. 
LB Antonio Morrison* dr. 


Led Gators with 10.5 TFLs, three forced fumbles. 

Missed all of spring practice after wrist surgery. 

Recorded one interception and one forced fumble. 

Had 33 tackles playing both defensive end and tackle, 

Led team in tackles with 62. Also recovered three fumbles. 
Missed final three games of season with knee injury. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Alex McCalister, So, 
Jay-nard Bostwick, Fr. 
Caleb Brantley, Fr. 
Bryan Cox Jr., So. 
Daniel McMillian, So. 
Alex Anzalone, So. 


LB _ Jarrad Davis So. Was named team’s most valuable special teams player. Neiron Ball, Sr.* 

CB Vernon Hargreaves Ill" So. Consensus first-team All-SEC as a freshman. Nick Washington, Fr. 
CB Jalen Tabor Fr. Quickly emerged as a starter in spring practice. Duke Dawson, Fr. 

SS ___ Marcus Maye So. _ Lost starting job after two games in 2013. Marcell Harris, Fr. 

FS _ Jabari Gorman Sr. Had 48 tackles and seven PBUs while starting five games. Keanu Neal, So. 

P Kyle Christy Sr. Wonstarting job back in spring after losing it in 2013. Johnny Townsend, So. 
*Returning Starter 
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©  Jaten Tabor i Gerald Willis Will Grier 

(4) His size and physical- : Getting Gerald Willis, Grier put up absolutely 

(© ity (Will Muschamp =: the 247Sports sick numbers in high 

LUI said of Tabor “the Composite No. 2 DT school, throwing for 

a 6-1, 188-pound cor- in the country, out of 14,565 yards and a 

Oo er, that's what Louisiana, was an state-record 195 touch- 

(3 they're supposedto : absolute steal. Willis down passes while also 

= look like”) allows him : is powerful enough to racking up 2,955 career 
the ability to play tight : anchor versus the rushing yards and 31 

Lu coverage while also = run, but does most of rushing touchdowns. 

a helping out in run : his damage by getting Grier made headlines 

ran support. He is battling : upfield and disrupting as a junior when he set 
fellow true freshman the backfield. Willis is a national single-game 
Duke Dawson for a versatile enough to passing yardage record 
starting spot. play inside and move with a 837-yard, 

outside on passing 10-touchdown perfor- 


downs. mance in the playoffs. 


Pos it Wi 


Taven Bryan DUOT «65 620 OOO Casper, WY Natrona County 
247Sports Composite rated No. 46 offensive tackle nationally and No. 1 player in 
Leda All-State on offense and defense... Conference Defensive Player of the 
Year... Helped team to two consecutive state championships. 


Khaiti Clark OL 62 323 GOGO _ Hollywood  Chaminade-Madonna Prep 
Ranked No. 16 defensive tackle nationally and No. 27 nee in Florida by 247Sports 
Composite... U.S. Army All-American Bowl selection... Had 45 tackles and six quarterback 
sacks as a senior... As a junior, had 60 tackles, nine quarterback sacks and one interception. 


Duke Dawson CB O50 19 OOOO — CrossCily Dixie County 
247Sports Composite rated No. 18 cornerback nationally and No. 29 player in Florida. .. Semper 
Fidelis All-American... All-State... Had 122 career tackles (99 solo), and seven interceptions. 


Travaris Dorsey Oh 63 30 OO0 Jacksonville Raines 
Ranked No. 29 offensive guard nationally and No. 85 player in Florida by 247Sports 
Composite... Second-team All-State... Missed most of junior season, but rebounded 
to have a strong senior campaign. 


DeAndre Goolsby Tt 64 221 O00 Derby, KS Derby Senior 
Enrolled in January... 247Sports Composite rated No. 20 tight end nationally and 
No. 5 player in Kansas... Helped team to state championship... As a senior, had 621 
receiving yards... Had 42 receptions for 605 yards and 11 touchdowns as a sophomore. 


Will Grier QB 62 19 GOO660 Davidson, NC Davidson Day School 
pee quarterback and No. 48 


Stars 


Kavaris Harkless oh 65 25 oOo Jacksonville Trinity Christian Academy 
Enrolled in January... 247Sports Composite rated No. 72 offensive tackle nationally 
and No. 117 player in Florida... Helped team to state championship in 2013. 


Treon Harris QB 5-11 15 COOO Booker T. Washington 
Ranked No. 4 athlete and No, 128 player nationally and No. 18 player in Florida by 
247Sports Composite... Helped team to two consecutive state championships... As a 
senior, completed 126 of 201 passes for 2,113 yards and 28 touchdowns with four 
interceptions... Had 633 yards rushing and nine touchdowns. 


Thomas Holley D 64 25 OOO0 _ Brooklyn, NY Abraham Lincoln 
247Sports Composite rated No. 4 defensive tackle and No. 77 player nationally and 
No. 2 player in New York... me football only two years... Participated in Under 
Armour All-American Game... Helped team to undefeated 2013 season... Had 60 
tackles, seven sacks and one fumble recovered as a senior. 


J.C. Jackson A 5-11 18 OO6G6 Immokalee Immokalee 
Ranked No. 20 wide receiver nationally and No. 20 player in Florida by 247Sports 
Composite... Participated in UnderArmour All-American Game... Had 3,109 career 
yards receiving and 31 touchdowns on 133 receptions... As a senior, had 31 receptions 
for 862 yards and 14 touchdowns. 


Nolan Kelleher Oo 66 35 oOo Mount Pleasant, SC Wando 
Enrolled in January... 247Sports Composite rated No. 17 offensive ary nationally 
and No. 11 player in South Carolina... Participated in Semper Fidelis All-American 
Bowl... All-State... Four-year starter. 


C’yontai Lewis tT 65 20 O00 Alabaster, AL Kingwood Christian 
Ranked No. 38 tight end nationally and No. 23 ees in Alabama by 247Sports 
Composite... Played Patt end, safety, linebacker, defensive end and kick returner... 
Had 45 receptions for 703 yards and 10 touchdowns as a senior... Had 78 tackles 
(45 solo), three interceptions, one fumble recovered and recorded a safety. 
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Committments 24 
Average Stars 3.42 
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Total Stars 
National Rank: 9 


2azsronrs COMPOSITE 
2015 NEEDS: 


Florida needs to sign a deep offensive line class, and 
might need to hit up the JC ranks for immediate help. 
At least one elite running back should be targeted, as 
in-state rival FSU flipped its future tailback star late in 
the 2014 recruiting cycle in Dalvin Cook. Several play- 
makers at wide receiver will be a recruiting priority as 
Florida tries to utilize its new up-tempo passing attack. 
On defense, linebackers are a huge need, as all three 
positions could be up for grabs come 2015. 

— Kipp Adams 


C.J. Worton SEC: 7 


An excellent route 
runner that gets in and 
out of his breaks 
quickly and smoothly, 
Worton's game is sim- 
ilar to Kenny Shaw at 
Florida State, a pro- 
gram Worton was 
once committed to. 
He averaged over 25 
yards a catch as a 
senior. Some feel he is 
the top pure receiver 
Florida signed in the 
2014 class. 


Hometown 


OL 67 20 O00 Az Sabino 
247Sports Composite rated No. 35 offensive tackle nationally and No. 9 player in 
Arizona... Participated in Semper Fidelis All-American Bowl... Two-time All-State. 


Delondre Pore ATH 6&1 17 OOO Tampa Jefferson 
Ranked No. 68 athlete nationally and No. 181 player in Florida by 247Sports 
Composite... As a three-year starter, had 7,365 total passing yards and 77 touch- 
downs... As a senior, set state record with 4,698 total yards and 53 touchdowns... 
Completed 150 of 263 eee for 3,199 yards and 33 touchdowns with eight intercep- 
tions... Had 1,499 yards rushing and 20 touchdowns. 


Brandon Powell ATH 59 17% O00 Deerfield Beach Deerfield Beach 
Enrolled in January... 247Sports oenaee rated No. 14 athlete nationally and No. 53 
player in Florida... All-State... County Player of the Year... As a senior, had 1,339 yards 
rushing and 20 touchdowns on 141 carries... Had 21 receptions for 289 yards. 


Justus Reed DL 63 20 O69 Clearwater Clearwater Central Catholic 
Ranked No. 38 strongside defensive end nationally and No. 120 player in Florida by 247Sports 
Composite... Haed team to state championship game... Had 106 tackles, including 19 
tackles for loss, 13 sacks, two fumbles recovered, and recorded a safety as a senior. 


Drew Sarvary OL 66 318 GOGO Tallahassee Tyler Junior College 
Enrolled in January... 247Sports Composite rated No. 20 junior college offensive tackle 
nationally... Spent one season at Tyler Junior College... Helped team to Football Capital 
of Kansas Bowl win... Played in 11 games as a true freshman at Florida A&M in 2012. 


David Sharpe Oo 66 315 OOOO Jacksonville Providence School 
Ranked No. 11 offensive tackle and No. 112 pee nationally and No. 17 player in 
Florida by 247Sports Composite... U.S. Army All-American. 


Ryan Sousa WR 60 180 GO0 Orlando Lake Nona 
247Sports Composite rated No. 78 wide receiver nationally and No. 70 player in 
Florida... Two-time All-State... Had 246 career receptions for 4,107 yards and 53 
touchdowns... As a senior, had 89 receptions for 1,664 yards and 23 touchdowns... 
Had 92 receptions for 1,601 yards as a junior. 


Moral Stephens Tt 63 20 O06 _Peny Taylor County 
Ranked No. 66 tight end nationally and No. 57 player in Florida by 247Sports Composite... 
Honorable mention All-State... Had 56 receptions for 1,105 yards and 14 touchdowns as a 
senior... As a sophomore, had 38 receptions for 620 yards and 11 touchdowns, 


Jalen Tabor DB 6-1 «18 OOOO Washington,DC — Friendship Academy 
Enrolled in January... 247Sports Composite rated No. 4 cornerback and No. 14 player 
nationally and No. 1 player in District of Columbia... Participated in Under Armour All- 
American hbeet Two-time Washington Post All-Met... As a senior, had five intercep- 
tions and 17 passes broken up. 


Gerald Willis, Ill 1 &3 2700 GOGO _ New Orleans,LA Edina Karr 
USA Today All-American... Ranked No. 2 defensive tackle and No. 34 player nationally 
and No. 5 player in Louisiana... Two-time District Defensive Player of the Year... Had 
107 tackles, including 43 tackles for loss, and 15 sacks as a senior... Had 289 career 
tackles, including 62 tackles for loss, and 36 sacks. 


Quincy Wilson BB Fl 20 ooo FL Lauderdale University Schoo! 
247Sports Composite rated No. 36 safety nationally and No. 47 player in Florida... 
Selected to Under Armour All-American Game... As a senior, had 21 tackles and three 
interceptions... Had 34 tackles and one interception as a junior. 


C.J. Worton WR 60 1722 OO@ Homestead South Date 
Ranked No. 67 wide receiver nationally and No. 58 player in Florida by 247Sports 
Composite... Helped team to state championship... Had 42 receptions for 1,052 
yards and 15 touchdowns as a senior... As a junior, had 26 receptions for 473 yards 
and eight touchdowns. 
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Gideon Ajagbe 
Raphael Andrades 
Alex Anzalone 
Alvin Bailey 
Neiron Ball 
Jay-nard Bostwick 
Caleb Brantley 
Mack Brown 
Trenton Brown 
Taven Bryan 


GATORS SPRING ROSTER 


Hometown 


Coconut Grove 
Tallahassee 
Wyomissing, PA 
Seffner 


No, Name Hometown 


Wesley Chapel 
Mount Pleasant, SC 
Ocala 

Winter Haven 


Hunter Joyer FB C5 -11 Sr. 
Nolan Kelleher OL 


Danny Krysalka —_—iK 
Adam Lane RB 


Jonathan Bullard 


Jackson, GA 
Port Saint Lucie 
Crescent City 
Lithonia, GA 
Albany, GA 
Casper, WY 
Shelby, NC 


Clay Burton 
Kyle Christy 


Bryan Cox, Jr. 


Venice 
Brownsburg, IN 
Ft, Lauderdale 


Kyle Crofoot 


Darious Cummings 
Jarrad Davis 


Windemere 
Titusville 
Kingsland, GA 


Nick Davis 
Duke Dawson 


Salt Lake City, UT 
Cross City 


Andre Debose 
Bair Diamond 
Cameron Dillard 


Sanford 
Fort Myers 
Canton, MI 


Roger Dixon 
Jeff Driskel 
Quinton Dunbar 
Drew Ferris 
William Few 
Dante Fowler, Jr. 


Kerollin Francois 
Matthew Fuchs 


Ahmad Fulwood 


Max Garcia 
Connor Gilboy 
DeAndre Goolsby 
Jabari Gorman 
Chaz Green 

Will Grier 

Jacob Guy 


Carlsbad, CA 
Tampa 

St. Petersburg 
Lake Worth 
Gainesville 
Jacksonville 
Norcross, GA 


Land O'Lakes 


Derby, KS 


Miami 


Tampa 


Davidson, NC 


Dade City 


Austin Hardin 
Veron Hargreaves, lil 


Kavaris Harkless 


Marcell Harris 
Case Harrison 
Marqui Hawkins 
Mark Herndon 
D.J. Humphries 
Michael lorio 


Atlanta, GA 
Tampa 
Jacksonville 
Orlando 
Gainesville 
Columbus, GA 


Ocala 


Union, NC 


Nokomis 


Joey Ivie 
Roderick Johnson 
Matt Jones 


Dade City 


Delray Beach 


Jacksonville 
Marcus Maye 0B 
Alex McCalister DL 
Ryan McGriff OB 
Daniel McMillian LB 6-1 
Michael McNeely WR 5-8 Sr. 
AJ, Mobley WR 5-11 219 Sr. 
73 Tyler Moore OL 6-5 320 Jr 
17 Skyler Mornhinweg QB 6-2 So. 
3 Antonio Morrison LB 6-1 Jr 
42 Keanu Neal OB 6-1 So. Bushnell 
8 Leon Orr OL Sr. __ New Port Richey 
56 Andre Palmer LB Fr. Ocala 
15 Ryan Parrish WR Lakeland 
27 Ben Peacock OB Bradenton 
9 Latroy Pittman WR 4 Citra 
24 Brian Poole DB Bradenton 
20 Brandon Powell RB Fr. Deerfield Beach 
32 D.L. Powell WR Fr, Alachua 
28 Jeremi Powell LB So. 
Christian Provancha QB Sr. 
LeAndre Rembert LB Fr. 
Fr, 
So. 
Fr. 


Fr. 
Fr. 
Fr. 
Darius Masline RB So. 
So. 
So. 


Jacksonville 
Clearwater 
Fayetteville, GA 
Clearwater 
Philadelphia, PA 
Bellwood, IL 


Antonio Riles OL 
Demarcus Robinson WR 
Matt Rolin LB Ashburn, VA 
Orew Sarvary OL Jr. Tallahassee 
Evan Schroeder DB Jr. New Smyma Beach 
Jordan Sherit OL Fr, Tampa 
Valdez Showers = WR 5-11 Jt. Detroit, MI 
Isaiah Smith TE 6-2 218 Fr Orlando 
96 Sterling Stanley = DL__5-11 172 —Fr._—West Palm Beach 
25 GarrettStephens DB 5-8 185 Fr. Loulsville, KY 
52 Steven Stipe LB 5-11 204 Fr. Waycross, GA 
93 Dallas Stubbs P58 St on Gainesville 
5 _ Jalen Tabor OB 6-1 188 Fr. Washington, DC 
21 Kelvin Taylor RB 5-10 214 So. Belle Glade 
51 Michael Taylor LB 6-0 233 Sr. Atianta, GA 
So, 
Jr. 
So. 


Lawrenceville, GA 


Fort Valley, GA 


85 ChrisThompson WR 6-0 167 Gainesville 


Trip Thurman OL 6-5 315 Dover, DE 


Johnny Townsend P 6-1 191 
Francisco Velez K 5-9 


Nick Washington DB 6-0 
Tevin Westbrook TE 6-5 
Chris Wilkes OB 6-4 


s|=|¢|=|s|s|=|>|2|7\¢\¢\e|z|e\e\2|\e\e le |z\s|z |e |e 


Seffner 


Dakota Witson OL 5-11 


¥ GP fring Cmp Att Int Pct Yards TD Long Avg/G 
PASSING T. Murphy 9 05 112 #18 5 605 1216 6 83 135.1 
si 3 3 12825 44 63 +1 698 344 3 «46 1147 
a J. Driskel 3 135.52 42 61 3 689 477 2 46 159.0 
Ha GP No. Yards Avg TD Long Avg/G 

RECEIVING S, Patton 12 44 556 126 6 52 463 
aif Q.Dunbar 12 40 548 13.7 0 83 45,7 
xq T. Burton 12 38445 «11.700¢«dDC“‘<ié‘iSOSTLA 
=| GP Att Gain Loss Net Avg TD Long Avg/G 
Oo RUSHING M.Brown 12 148 #582 39 543 37 4 32 45,2 
= K, Taylor 10 111 (525° «17 «4508 «= 4.6 4 33 508 
=> M.Jones 5 79 352 13 339 43 2 67 678 
Qo Tackles: M. Taylor 62, A. Morrison 56, Ja, Watkins 52 
= DEF, LEADERS ‘Tackles for loss: D. Fowler 10.5, R. Powell 7, C. Riggs 6.5 


Sacks: R. Powell 4, D. Fowler 3.5, L. Orr 2.5 


Interceptions: V. Hargreaves 3, B, Poole 2, L. Purifoy 2 


NOTEBOOK 


lorida could have one of the top defensive end 

tandems in the SEC, but Jonathan Bullard will 
spend quite a bit of time playing inside at tackle, 
too. Forced to play inside last year due to 
Dominique Easley’s ACL tear, Bullard didn’t feel 
very comfortable. 

After an entire offseason working in the weight 
room to improve his strength and power, he feels 
much better suited to play on the interior if need be. 

“| moved in last year and didn't really have the feel 
for it,” Bullard said. “Towards the end of the season 
| got better, but all offseason I've been working at it 
because | know we're light there. Now I’ve got the 
hang of it and | can read things better at defensive 
tackle, like | could at end.” 

The Gators are likely to start a true freshman at 
cornerback in 2014 with the depth chart extremely 
thin, Jalen Tabor and Duke Dawson both enrolled 
early and competed for the starting spot throughout 
spring, though neither took a definitive lead. 

Tabor provides excellent length at the position as a 
rangy, 6-1 athlete. Dawson, on the other hand, pro- 
vides a much more physical presence at the line at 
5-10, 190 pounds. 

“You watch on film one guy makes a play, the 
other guy is sitting there saying, ‘I've got to go 
make a play,'” defensive coordinator D.J. Durkin 
said. “Both those guys are mature guys off the field 
as well.” 

© One guy who will be tough to keep off the field 
in the secondary is sophomore safety Keanu Neal. 
Neal was limited in spring practice due to a hamstring 
injury but made a serious run at the starting job in the 
second half of spring. 

“He plays very active and is fast,” coach Will 
Muschamp said. “He is a physical player; great 
toughness.” 

Neal is one of the hardest hitters on the team and 
had several crushing hits on special teams a year 
ago. His athleticism immediately stands out, and he 
has picked up Florida’s defense quickly. 

“When you talk in terms of playing at SEC speed, 
he was playing at SEC speed,” Muschamp said. 


e On this season: "Florida will be much 
improved, based on their offense. | think (offensive 
coordinator) Kurt Roper does a good job using a lot 
of different-type systems. He keeps you off balance. 
It's more suited to what (quarterback) Jeff Driskel 
can do. And they had a ton of injuries last year. 
Driskel was one of them. When he went down (in 


Game 3 against Tennessee) a suspect offense got 
even worse." 


¢ On the offense: "It's interesting that Florida is 
going to a spread and zone read, yet Will Muschamp 
has three pretty good power backs and better 
receivers than he’s had since he got there, and he's 
more equipped to run the power-| — which he 
favors." 
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the Gators a pass-rushing option off 
the edge. 

The secondary is where Florida will 
most have to replace experience. Start- 
ing cornerbacks Marcus Roberson and 
Loucheiz Purifoy both left early for the 
NFL Draft, while safety Jaylen Watkins 


2011 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PER GAME 
26.5 
188.1 
146.3 
334.4 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Pass 
Total 


PER GAME 
14.5 
94.9 

192.5 
287.4 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 


-12 - 0.92 +15 +115 
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2012 RANKINGS 


graduated. Cody Riggs, Florida’s other 
starting safety from a year ago, trans- 
ferred to Notre Dame in the offseason. 

Despite those losses the Gators do 
return experience in the secondary. 
Sophomore Vernon Hargreaves III was 
a consensus first-team All-SEC selection 
a year ago and will anchor one corner- 
back spot. Veteran nickelback Brian 
Poole, a junior, also returns. 

A pair of freshmen will help shore up 
the starting cornerback spot opposite 
Hargreaves. Jalen Tabor is a lengthy 
athlete with good cover skills and he’s 
likely to start. He’ll be spelled by fellow 
freshman Duke Dawson, a more physi- 
cal player who will see time at nickel- 
back. Both enrolled early and partici- 
pated in spring practice. 

At safety, Jabari Gorman returns as 
the only veteran presence. He has a 
good nose for the ball and plays a rov- 
ing role in coverage. A pair of second- 
year players also will likely have a big 
impact at the position. 

Sophomore Keanu Neal is the most 
athletic and hardest hitter in the group, 
and he gives Florida good range in the 
back end. Redshirt freshman Marcell 
Harris provides a physical presence in 
the box. Redshirt sophomore Marcus 
Maye is another heavy hitter. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Redshirt sophomore Austin Hardin 
returns as the starter after making just 
4 of 12 field-goal attempts a year ago, 
with a long of 33 yards. He handled 
kickoff duties throughout the season 
and has the strongest leg on the roster. 
Walk-on Frankie Velez is the backup 
kicker after making 6 of 8 field goals 
a year ago. 

At punter, 2012 Ray Guy Award 
finalist Kyle Christy is back. Christy, 

a senior, lost his job to first-year punter 


2013 RANKINGS 


RANK | OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
76 Scoring 18.8 
39 Rushing 145.8 

114 Passing 170.9 

103 Total 316.7 


RANK | DEFENSE 

5 Scoring 

4 Rushing 

17 Passing 
5 Total 


PERGAME RANK 
21.1 
142.4 
171.8 
314.3 
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10-YEAR WINNING TREND 


BEST & 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 
DE Dante Fowler 


Returns for junior year after 
being named second-team 
All-SEC selection by media in 
2013. ... Was second in the 
SEC with three forced fum- 
bles. ... Finished just outside 
of top 10 in SEC and led 
Gators with 10.5 tackles for 
loss ... Was named SEC 
Defensive Player of the Week after recording three tack- 
les for loss, one sack, two forced fumbles and one fum- 
ble recovery against Tennessee. ... Led all Florida defen- 
sive linemen with 50 tackles. 


EMERGING STAR 


LB Jarrad Davis 

Fastest linebacker on the 
Florida roster. ... Was named 
the team's Most Valuable 
Special Teams Player. ... Played 
in all 12 games as a true 
freshman, starting one. ... 
Recorded seven tackles and 
a forced fumble in his first 
career start, a loss to Georgia 
Southern. ... Was named a team captain twice as a true 
freshman. ... Recorded 24 tackles in 2013. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


CB Jalen Tabor 

Five-star prospect from 
Washington, D.C. ... Played in 
Under Armour All-America 
Game. ... Will compete for 
starting job at cornerback 
opposite Vernon Hargreaves 
lll. ... Intercepted five passes 
and broke up 17 more as a 
high school senior. ... Listed at 
6-1, 188 pounds, he provides length and good press 
coverage skills for the Gators. ... Originally committed 
to Arizona and was hotly pursued by Alabama. 


RESULTS 
4-8, 3-5 
TOLEDO 
at Miami 
TENNESSEE 
at Kentucky 
ARKANSAS 
at LSU 
at Missouri 
vs, Georgia 
VANDERBILT 17-34 
at South Carolina 14-19 
GEORGIA SOUTHERN 20-26 
FLORIDA STATE 7-37 


24-6 
16-21 
31-17 

24-7 
30-10 

6-17 
17-36 
20-23 
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Driskel Out to Turn 
Misery Into Fun 


eff Driskel was ready to have a huge year. 
J Coming just a hair shy of an appearance 

in the national title game in 2012, he was 
confident and comfortable as the starter for Flor- 
ida. It didn’t take long for things to derail for the 
Gators and their starting quarterback, though. 
Driskel lost two starting linemen and a receiver 
before the season even started. 

Not long after that, he watched his season 
implode as he crumpled under a tackle from be- 
hind. His leg was broken, sidelining him for the 
rest of the season. 

“It was tough,” Driskel said. “You work in the 
whole offseason for the season and then you're 
excited for it, you think you're going to play well, 
and the next thing you know it’s gone.” 

The worst part was how he played before the 
injury. He had two costly interceptions in a 21- 
16 loss to in-state rival Miami, and his final play 
of the season was an interception returned for 
a touchdown against Tennessee. 

“| caught a lot of criticism, which was de- 
served,” he said. “But | do think that over the 
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Jeff Driskel 
Photo by Kim Klement-USA TODAY Sports 


es 


course of the year, | would have been able to : 


redeem myself.” 


He never got the chance. Now, playing in a : 
completely new offense, he’s hopeful he can : 
turn things around. Florida’s offense didn’t func- : 
tion a year ago without him. And though he took : 
plenty of heat for the way he played, Driskel is : 


out to prove he can help the Gators win games. 
Playing in new coordinator Kurt Roper’s spread 
offense certainly shouldn’t hurt. 


“We felt like it's a new start and there’s : 
something about it where you can get rolling,” : 


Driskel said. 


The Gators still need plenty of work on the : 
downfield passing game. Driskel wasn’t able : 
to consistently connect on routes more than 15 : 
yards down the field in spring practice. He also : 
wasn't able to run much wearing a red non- : 
contact jersey throughout the spring, and that's 


a huge part of his game. 


When he takes the field this fall, Driskel just 


wants one thing for his fans. 


“| want to show them that I'm confident, that : 
| didn’t let the Miami game or the injury kind of : 
take away from my confidence,” he said. “And : 
| want to show everyone that I’m having fun out : 


there playing the game.” 


Johnny Townsend in 2013, but won it 
back during the spring. Christy aver- 
aged 39.6 yards per punt last season, 
while Townsend, now a sophomore, 
: averaged 42 yards. 

Sixth-year senior Andre Debose 
? returns as the top kickoff return man in 
: school history with four career returns 
: for touchdowns, but he’s coming off 
: an ACL tear that sidelined him for all 
? of 2013. Vernon Hargreaves III will 
: serve as the starting punt returner, with 
? Demarcus Robinson likely to serve as 
: his backup. 


The schedule starts in friendly fash- 
: ion, with three straight home games, 
: including the SEC opener against Ken- 
: tucky in Week Three. The Gators must 
? take advantage, because they travel to 
? Tuscaloosa to take on Alabama on 
? Sept. 20 before getting a bye week. 
: The next three — at Tennessee, vs. 
: LSU and vs. Missouri — will be the true 
: barometer for whether Florida can fac- 
? tor in to the SEC race. 
The Gators get a bye before their 
? annual showdown with Georgia in 
: Jacksonville, then take on Vanderbilt on 
: the road and South Carolina at home to 
: wrap up the SEC. Having the SEC sched- 
: ule split almost perfectly into thirds by 
? a pair of byes should help the Gators 
: remain competitive. 
The schedule wraps up with a tough 
: road game at Florida State. 
— Thomas Goldkamp 


_ SCHEDULE 


Aug. 30 IDAHO 1-11 
Sept.6 EASTERN MICHIGAN 2-10 
Sept. 13 KENTUCKY 2-10 
Sept. 20 at Alabama 11-2 
Oct. 4 at Tennessee 5-7 
Oct. 11 LSU 10-3 
Oct. 18 MISSOURI 12-2 
Nov.1 vs. Georgia (Jacksonville) 8-5 
Nov. 8 at Vanderbilt 9-4 
Nov.15 SOUTH CAROLINA 11-2 
Nov.22 EASTERN KENTUCKY 6-6 
Nov, 29 at Florida State 14-0 
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COLLEGE COLORS! 
PARTY COLORS! 
Weer coronn wo 0" 


X “Available in aan aif AC Plug Powered 
64 Large Globe Shaped LED Bulbs 
23 Feet Long * 150,000 Plus Lifetime Hours 


2013 Kinigetord Chakeettraitgater AO,” Bulbs Always Stay Cool » Unbreakable Bulb Covers 
of the Year Award Winner” Alternating Team Colored Bulbs * Waterproof 


Visit our website to find retailers in your area 
and to view our online store. 


SS Dee I i eee 


Orange/White Orange/Medium Blue Orange/Dark Blue Orange/Green Green/White Green /Yellow Green/Gold Green/Medium Blue Red/White 
=e!) Lees) 
Red/Yellow Red/Gold Red/Silver Light Blue/White Light Blue/Yellow Medium Blue/White Medium Blue/Gold - Purple/White Purple/Yellow 
[ i ih: hed eal ee Please contact us to discuss any additional 
be * Le : color combinations. 
Purple/Gold Purple/Orange Dark Blue/White Dark Blue/Yellow Dark Blue/Gold Dark Blue/Red Dark Blue/Silver 


GREAT FOR: TAILGATING/SPORTS TEAM FANATICS, INDOOR/OUTDOOR DECORATING, 
PARTIES, HOLIDAYS, CAMPING, FRATERNITIES & SORORITIES, COLLEGE DORM ROOMS, COMPANY EVENTS, 
MAN CAVES, WEDDINGS, RV DECORATING AND MORE! 


813.601.4213 WWW.F ANATICLIGHTS.COM 


GEORGIA 


S) BULLDOOES 


For more coverage of the Bulldogs, visit georgia.247Sports.com 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Mike Bobo 


AT A GLANCE 


2013: 
8-5, 5-3 SEC (3rd, East) 


COACH: 
Mark Richt — At Georgia and overall: 126-45, 
13 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
17; 6 offense, 9 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Hutson Mason, RB Todd Gurley, 

RB Keith Marshall, WR Malcolm Mitchell, 
MLB Amarlo Herrera, MLB Ramik Wilson, 
OLB Jordan Jenkins, OLB Leonard Floyd 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

Even with Aaron Murray graduated, the offense 
will be explosive and deep. Gurley may be the 
best running back in the country, blending size 
and speed. The Dawgs have possibly the best 


overall set of offensive skill players in the SEC, 
and the linebacker unit should be top notch. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

Poor tackling and lack of discipline has 
become a signature of the defense. Key offen- 
sive skill players — Keith Marshall, Justin 
Scott-Wesley and Malcolm Mitchell — have to 
recover from ACL surgeries, and Hutson Mason 
has to put in a whole season of good work 
against a challenging schedule. 


KEY LOSSES: 
QB Aaron Murray, TE Artie Lynch, 
OT Kenarious Gates, DL Garrison Smith 


OVERVIEW: 

Give Mark Richt’s teams credit for resiliency. 
Just when they fall off the national radar, they 
keep coming back. The defense doesn’t have 
the inexperience alibi, and the offense is loaded 
across the board. Mason, a fifth-year senior, 
finally gets his chance to prove himself, as 
Georgia is right in the mix for the SEC East title. 
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DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Jeremy Pruitt 


STADIUM: Sanford Stadium 92,746 


Resilient Bulldogs Look to Stay Competitive in SEC 


the 2013 season ended, Georgia 

head coach Mark Richt defused 
speculation about changes on his defen- 
sive staff, saying, “Continuity is a good 
thing for Georgia.” 

But two weeks into the offseason, 
starting with the voluntary resigna- 
tion of defensive backs coach Scott 
Lakatos, Richt had entirely overhauled 
his defensive staff. Gone is embattled 
coordinator Todd Grantham. In his 
place is Jeremy Pruitt, fresh off winning 
a national championship at Florida 
State after training under Alabama’s 
Nick Saban. 

So much for continuity. The new staff, 
which includes former Auburn great 
Tracy Rocker, has energized the program. 

“When you hire men that are really 
excited about being at Georgia, it cre- 
ates a lot of energy,” Richt said. “Our 
players have responded really positively 
to it.” 

Pruitt did not inherit FSU’s or 
Alabama’s talent. But neither did Ellis 
Johnson last year at Auburn, and the 
Tigers played for the national cham- 
pionship. The defense was far from 
outstanding two years ago, and the 
Bulldogs were one play away from the 
BCS National Championship Game. 

An onslaught of injuries wrecked their 
chances last year. 

While quarterback Aaron Murray is 
gone, there’s still plenty of firepower 
on offense, and the defense returns 
nine starters. 

“T think we’ve got enough talent to 
win, but so does everybody else. It’s 
a very competitive league,” Richt said. 
“Tf you take the guys coming back from 
injuries, and guys who played more 
than they would have because of those 
injuries then you have a lot of depth 


Pie how things work out. When 


and experience.” 

One of those guys who played more 
than he would have is quarterback 
Hutson Mason. Already counted on 
as Murray’s successor, Mason found 
himself running the offense when 
Murray’s season ended late in the first 
half against Kentucky. That second half 
against the Wildcats, plus starts against 
Georgia Tech and Nebraska, helped 
accelerate Mason’s readiness. 

“It was crucial for him,” Richt said. 

“There’s nothing you can do to pre- 
pare for being the guy, just like there’s 
nothing you can do to prepare for being 
a head coach. You can watch and learn 
and think. But until you sit in that seat, 
you don’t know what it’s really like. 
That applies to being the head coach 
and it applies to being the quarterback.” 

Mason led the Bulldogs from a 20-0 
deficit to beat Tech; then passed for 320 
yards against Nebraska in the Gator Bowl. 

“I think he did well,” Richt said. 

“| think he knows he’s got a lot to learn 
and is going to gain a lot of confidence.” 


OFFENSE 


Hutson Mason looked sharp at times 
in his late-season duty as the starter. 

It’s often overlooked that he was never 
working with a full complement of help. 

When everyone is healthy, there may 
not be a better and deeper collection of 
skill players in the SEC. That starts with 
arguably the best running back in the 
country, Todd Gurley. He played hurt 
most of last season and missed four 
games entirely, but he still dominated 
at times. 

Then there’s Keith Marshall, who is 
electrifying, but also powerful between 
the tackles. Marshall would start for 
most Top 25 teams, but is coming off 
ACL surgery. The Dawgs might have 
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Todd Gurley 


Photo by Joe Robbins 


the luxury of redshirting him because 
incoming freshmen Nick Chubb and 
Sony Michel may be the next Gurley- 
Marshall tandem. Brendan Douglas 

is fearless and provides more than 
adequate depth. 

The receiving corps was deep last 
year until injuries piled up. Malcolm 
Mitchell and Justin Scott-Wesley are 
also coming off ACL surgery. Jonathan 
Rumph was hampered by a hamstring 
injury most of last season. Having them 
all healthy with seniors Michael Ben- 
nett and Chris Conley returning will 
give Mason plenty of options. 

Mitchell is quick in space. Scott-Wes- 
ley stretches the field. Bennett is a force 
over the middle, and he has the speed 
to get deep. Conley has made several 
big catches in clutch moments. Rumph 
is the least experienced, but potentially 
most talented of the bunch. Reggie Da- 
vis is another speedster who could work 


Ramik Wilson 
Photo by Steve Beyer 


his way into the mix if he becomes 
more consistent and dependable. 

Jay Rome takes over from Artie 
Lynch at tight end. He’s another one 
who needs to become more consistent. 
Redshirt freshman Jordan Davis and 
incoming freshman Jeb Blazevich will 
compete for the backup spot. 

Offensive line is the big puzzle. There 
are viable candidates with experience, 
but a lot of uncertainty. Losing left tackle 
Kenarious Gates and guards Dallas Lee 
and Chris Burnette means line coach Will 
Friend will have to do some shuffling. 

Center David Andrews is the only given. 
Protecting the edges has been a trouble 
spot for the Dawgs. John Theus should 
move to left tackle, but he must become 
more consistent in pass protection. That 
leaves Kolton Houston at right tackle. 

But Mark Beard could push to start 
at left tackle, and that would scramble 
things even more. Greg Pyke emerged as 


the solid starter at right guard. Brandon 
Kublanow should start at left guard, but 
Watts Dantzler, a natural tackle, could 
move inside. Finding the right chemis- 
try on the left side has been a challenge. 
Newcomers will have a chance for 

playing time. Isaiah Wynn may be the 
most ready to play as a freshman. 


DEFENSE 


New coordinator Jeremy Pruitt made 
good on his promise to start from 
scratch, Pruitt garnered the approval 
of Bulldog fans when he said if it were 
up to him he would not give out any 
spring awards for defense, likening it 
to giving everybody a trophy in T-Ball. 
Inside linebacker Ramik Wilson ended 
up being named defensive MVP. 

“We're looking for guys who buy in,” 
Pruitt said. “We're looking for guys who 
will do it the right way all the time, 
guys who will play hard, who will play 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB Hutson Mason Sr. Voluntarily redshirted in 2011 to start this season. Faton Bauta, So. 

RB Todd Gurley* Jr. Will make his case as the best RB in college football. Keith Marshall, Jr. 

FB Merritt Hall* Jr. Dependable blocker does the dirty work. Quayvon Hicks, Jr. 

WR Malcolm Mitchell Jr. Returns from knee injury suffered in 2013 opener. Justin Scott-Wesley, Jr. 


WR Michael Bennett* Sr. Plenty of good combinations of receivers available. Chris Conley, Sr.* 
TE Jay Rome Jr___ Consistency is his key to becoming dominant. Jordan Davis, Fr. 
LT John Theus* Jr. Moves from right tackle to his natural position. Mark Beard, Sr. 
LG Brandon Kublanow So. Played in nine games as a freshman. Zach DeBell, Jr. 

C David Andrews* Sr. Veteran leader of the offensive line. Hunter Long, Jr. 
RG — Greg Pyke So. Won the starting job with a strong spring. Hunter Long, Jr. 
RT __ Kolton Houston Sr. Needs to become more consistent. Watts Dantzler, Sr. 
PK Marshall Morgan* Jr.___ Enjoyed breakthrough season last season. Patrick Beless, Jr. 
“Returning Starter 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
DE _ Sterling Bailey* Jr. Showed some leadership in the spring. Ray Drew, Sr. 

NT___ Jon Taylor So. Brings quickness to the nose position. Chris Mayes, Sr.* 
DE — James DeLoach Jr. Moved from OLB and has impressed. John Atkins, Fr 

LB Jordan Jenkins* Jr. Very athletic, needs to become dominant. Davin Bellamy, Fr. 
LB Amarlo Herrera* Sr. Solid tackler, one of the defensive leaders. Kosta Vavias, Sr. 

LB Ramik Wilson* Sr.___ Relentless pursuer and sure tackler. Reggie Carter, So. 
LB Leonard Floyd* So. _ Emerging as a big-time pass-rusher. Shaun McGee, Fr. 
CB Damian Swann* Sr. __ Had rough moments, but still very solid. Shaq Wiggins, So.* 
CB Aaron Davis Fr. Walk-on impressed with his toughness. Sheldon Dawson, Jr. 
SS J.J. Green So. Moved from TB and made instant impression. Corey Moore Sr. 

FS __ Tray Matthews So. Tremendous athlete made progress in spring. Quincy Mauger, So.* 
P Adam Erickson* Sr.__ Won the job when Barber struggled. Collin Barber, Sr. 
“Returning Starter 
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3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 


B 


Lorenzo Carter 


Carter, the No. 1 pros- 


pect in Georgia, was 


Malkom Parrish 
Because of a lack of 
playmakers at corner- 


ULLDOGS RECRUITING 201 


Jeb Blazevich 
Georgia has plenty of 
question marks at 


the Signing Day prize back, Parrish could = tight end. Blazevich, 
addition for Mark very wellhave been =: the No. 3 tight end in 
Richt and his staff. the most important the country, has the 
Possessing a condor- signee for Georgia. size (6-5, 230) and 


like wingspan and a 


Parrish is undersized, 


hands, to contribute 


great quickness for his ; yet well-sculpted early. He might be 
size, the 6-5 : physically and is a pressed into service 
247Sports Composite very fluid and explo- early in 2014, and 


five-star defensive end : 
is a high-upside talent : 
that will likely be used i 


as a situational pass 


sive athlete with the 
aggressiveness and 
confidence to develop 
into a true cover cor- 


should become a reli- 
able target in the 
intermediate passing 
game. 


rusher early as he fills : ner. 
out his frame. $ 


Stars 


T 65 20 O96 Oakwood West Hall 
Ranked No. 42 tight end nationally and No. 80 player in Georgia by 247Sports 
Composite... All-State... Regional Offensive Player. of the Year... As a senior, had 51 
receptions for 704 yards and 11 touchdowns. 


Hometown 


Kendall Baker O 66 27 OOOO Atlanta Marist 
247Sports Composite rated No. 20 offensive lineman nationally and No. 18 player in 
Georgia... All-State... Had 55 tackles as a senior. 


Detric 1B 60 2322 OOO Tucker 

Rated No. 20 inside linebacker nationally and No. 40 player in Georgia by 247Sports 
Composite... All-State... Helped team to regional championship... Had 80 tackles and 
five sacks as a senior. 


deb Blazevich TE 65 280 GOGO Charlotte, NC Charlotte Christian 
Ranked No. 3 tight end nationally and No. 7 player in North Carolina by 247Sports 
Composite... As a senior, had 32 receptions for 441 yards and five touchdowns... Had 
85 tackles, including 20.5 tackles for loss, and eight sacks... Had 104 career receptions 
for 1,520 yards and 15 touchdowns. 


Keyon Brown WOE 63 24 OOOO — Wauchula, FL ardee 
247Sports Composite rated No. 7 weakside defensive end and No. 147 player nation- 
ally, and No. 23 player in Florida... Had 79 tackles, including 16 tackles for loss, six 
sacks, two fumbles caused, and one fumble recovery returned 56 yards for a touch- 
down, as a senior. 


Lorenzo Carter DE 65 230 OOOCO Nornss Norcross 
Parade All-American... USA Today All-American... Ranked No, 2 defensive end and No. 
18 player nationally, and No. 1 player in Georgia by 247Sports Composite... 
All-State... Helped team to state championship... As a senior, had 132 tackles, includ- 
ing 40 tackles for loss, and six sacks. 


Nick Chubb RB 5-10 2155 OOOOO Cedarlown Cedartown 
Parade All-American... USA Today All-American... 247Sports Composite rated 
No. 5 running back and No. 33 player nationally, and No. 3 player in Georgia... All- 
State... Had 2,690 yards rushing and 41 touchdowns as a senior. 


dake Edwards OL 64 21 ooo Franklin Heard County 
Ranked No. 28 offensive guard nationally and No. 43 player in Georgia by 247Sports 
Composite... All-State... Helped team to two consecutive regional championships. 


Shattle DB 62 20 O00 Loganville Hutchinson CC 
247Sports Composite rated No. 3 junior college cornerback and No. 23 player nation- 
ally and No. 5 junior college player in Kansas... As a sophomore, had 27 tackles, four 
interceptions, eight passes broken up, and two fumbles recovered... Had 57 tackles, 
including two tackles for loss and four interceptions as a freshman. 


Lamont Gaillard OT 62 328 GOGO Fayetteville, NC Pine Forest 
Ranked No. 10 offensive tackle and No. 140 player nationally, and No. 8 player in North 
Carolina by 247Sports Composite... All-State... Two-time All-Conference... Had 82 

facies as a senior... As a junior, had 108 tackles, including seven tackles for loss, and 
our sacks. 
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Committments 
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Total Stars 
National Rank: 8 


Shaquille Jones SEC: 6 


After scanning the 
roster in mid-January, 
newly hired defensive 
coordinator Jeremy 
Pruitt quickly realized 
he was in dire need of 
help in the secondary. 
Jones is a tall, rangy 
defensive back with 
good instincts, foot- 
work and sneaky 
recovery speed, 
Georgia could use 
Jones at safety, or 
plug him in when 
needed at cornerback. 


2a7sronr= COMPOSITE 


2015 NEEDS: 


Georgia must continue to increase the talent level in 
the secondary. After only signing one defensive tackle 
in 2014, they could use a couple of defensive tackles, 
especially of the disruptive variety. More speed off the 
edge is needed, so look for the Bulldogs to target sev- 
eral quick-twitch defensive ends. An inside linebacker 
that can cover will be a priority, as most of the interior 
linebackers on campus are downhill thumpers, At the 
very least, three offensive linemen should be targeted, 
as well as an elite receiver or two. 


Pos Ht Wi 


Gilbert Johnson WR 63 1922 O80 Homestead, FL 
247Sports Composite rated No. 103 wide receiver nationally and No. 112 player in 
Florida... As a junior, had 35 receptions for 572 yards and five touchdowns. 


Stars Hometown 


Rico Johnson WR511 1722 0066 Swainsboro Georgia Prep Sports Academy 
Ranked No. 67 wide receiver nationally and No. 43 player in Georgia by 247Sports 
Composite... Won 100-meter dash at 2012 Georgia state track championships. 


Jones DBO 62 175 GOO Palm Bay, FL Merritt Island 
247Sports Composite rated No. 84 cornerback nationally and No. 159 player in 
Florida... Helped team to district championship in 2013. 


Isalah McKenzie «6s WR «dB: 175 «GOSS A Lauderdale, A American Heritage 
Ranked No. 44 wide receiver nationally and No. 42 player in Florida by 247Sports 
Composite... Orlando Sentine/ Florida Top 100... Had 41 receptions for 892 yards and 
seven touchdowns as a senior... Had 251 yards rushing and seven touchdowns on 22 
carries. 


Sony Michel RB 5-11 205 ©6066 Plantation, FL American Heritage 
USA Today All-American and Florida Player of the Year... 247Sports Composite rated 
No. 3 running back and No. 19 player nationally, and No. 3 player in Florida... 
All-State... As a senior, had 1,833 yards rushing and 24 touchdowns. 


Jacob Park WB &4 210 OOOO Goose Creek, SC Stratford 
Ranked No. 5 quarterback Hes e and No. 2 player in South Carolina by 247Sports 
Composite... South Carolina Mr. Football... Helped team to state championship... 
Had 3,665 yards passing and 44 touchdowns as a senior. 


Malkom Parrish DB 510 185 OOOO Quitman 
247Sports Composite rated No. 8 cornerback and No. 69 pave national 
player in Georgia... All-State... Georgia Offensive Player of t 


Brooks County 

, and No. 5 
he Year... Helped team to 
two consecutive regional championships... As a senior, had 2,600 yards passing and 
18 touchdowns... Had 1,300 yards rushing and 24 touchdowns. 


Dominick Sanders WRDK/ATH 6-0 199 OO Tucker Tucker 
Ranked No. 68 cornerback nationally and No. 73 player in Georgia by 247Sports 
Composite... All-State... Helped team to region championship. 


OL 64 27% OO600 dosta Lowndes 
247Sports Composite rated No. 17 offensive tackle nationally and No. 16 player in 
Georgia... Second-team All-State. 


Shakenneth Williams WR 6-1 195 GOOG Macon Rutland 
Ranked No. 40 wide receiver nationally and No. 22 player in Georgia by 247Sports 
Composite... Honorable mention All-State... Had 36 receptions for 898 yards and 64 
yards rushing as a senior. 


Isai OL 62 268 OOOC — St Petersburg, FL Lakewood 

247Sports Composite rated No. 7 offensive guard and No. 109 player nationally, 

oe 16 player in Florida... All-State... Helped team to 2,371 yards rushing in 
season. 
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No. Name 


David Andrews 


54 Brandon Kublanow 0G 


6-3 290 So. 


Hometown 


Tristan Askew 


4 Brendan Langley 


6-1 181 dr. 


John Atkins 


29 Uriah LeMay 


6-2 197 Fr. 


Sterling Bailey 


66 Hunter Long 


6-4 312) Jr. 


8/S|S|s\|2 


Collin Barber ~ Cartersville 


43 Tommy Long _ 


Faton Bauta 216 So. West Palm Beach, FL 


83 Jack Loonam 


6-2 220 So. 


6-0 213 Jr 


Mark Beard 300 Sr. Adamsville, AL 


4 Keith Marshall 


5-11 219 Jr. 


Patrick Beless 


14 Hutson Mason 


Davin Bellamy 


Michael Bennett 


Devin Bowman 
Dominic Bryan 


47 Taylor Maxey 


93 Chris Mayes 


Aulden Bynum 


46 AJ. McDonald 


Josh Cardiello 


8 Shaun McGee 


Snellville 


Reggie Carter 
Jared Chapple 


65 Eddie McQuillen 


26_Malcolm Mitchell 


Chris Conley 


39 Corey Moore 


“64 190 J 
62 24 Sr 


Valdosta 
Griffin 


_Watts Dantzler 


13 Marshall Morgan 


JF(S/L/2VlHl[SlSlSliS|Ria/Blsis 


}_Aaron Davis 


19 _Javonte' Nelson 


3200 Jr 
5-11 198 Jr. 


Fl. Lauderdale, FL 


Wrens 


16 James Davis _ 


50 Johnny O'Neal 


6-2 225 So. 


85 Jordan Davis 


7__ Jacob Park 


6-4 210 Fr. 


Dubin 


_ Goose Creek, $C 


81 Reggie Davis Tallahassee, FL 


48 Dillard Pinkston 


6-3 218 So. 


Dallas, TX 


91 Josh Dawson 25 se. Tucker 


94 Thomas Pritchard 


5-10 164 So. 


2 _ Sheldon Dawson 190 Jr. North Memphis, TN 


73 Greg Pyke 


6-6 326 So, 


Louisville 
__Baltimore, MD 


76 Zach DeBell 273 Jt. Tarpon Springs, FL 


12 Brice Ramsey 


6-3 205 Fr. 


89 James DeLoach Millen 


38_Ryne Rankin _ 


22 Brendan Douglas Augusta 


24 Lucas Redd 


6-1 222 So. 


Orlando, FL 


6-1 207 Sr. 


__ Jefferson 


47 ‘Ray Drew __ Thomasville 


87 Jay Rome 


6-6 254 dr. 


Valdosta 


Michael Erdman Merritt Island, FL 


18 Jonathon Rumph —§ 


G5 206 «Sr 


Adam Erickson 


86 Justin Scott-Wesley 


5-11 206 Jr. 


Cayee, 
Camila 


James Eunice 


67 Michael Scullin 


6-2 265 Fr. 


Cumming 


Cameron Faulkner 


55. Billy Seward 


| 63 270 Fr 


Watkinsville 


Leonard Floyd 


5 Damian Swann 


S41 178 Sr. 


Atlanta 


Trent Frix 


74 Thomas Swilley 


6-3 320 Fr. 


Athens 


Devin Gillespie 


94 Jon Taylor 


6-4 336 So. 


Jw, Green 


1 Tramel Terry 


6-0 184 Fr. 


Goose Creek, SC 


Jonah Guinn ’ Walnut Grove 


71_ John Theus 


6-6 298 Jr 


Jacksonville, FL 


Todd Gurley Tarboro, NC 


49 Nathan Theus 


6-3 241 Jr 


Jacksonville, FL 


Merritt Hall Alpharetta 


96 Mike Thornton 


6-1 290 Sr. Stone Mountain, GA 


Amarlo Herrera __ College Park | 


8 Blake Tibbs 


6-2 179 So. 


Lithonia 


48 Quayvon Hicks Blackshear 


9 Kenneth Towns 


6-3 201 So. 


Albany 


75 Kolton Houston Buford 


35 AJ. Turman 


6-0 198 Fe 


Jordan Jenkins Hamilton 


32_ Ridge Underwood 


6-2 230 So. 


Orlando, FL 
Moultrie 


Clay Johnson Calhoun 


33° Kyle Vagher 


5-9 206 Jr. 


Fayetteville 


Kennar Johnson Perkinston, MS_ 


30 Kosta Vavias 


6-0 214 Sr. Tarpon Springs, FL 


Toby Johnson College Park 


63 Xzavier Ward 


6-7 278 Jr. 


Moutrie 


Jesse Jones 194 Jr Alto 


77 Glenn Welch 


6-3 290 Fr. 


Kyle Karempelis Roswell 


6 Shaq Wiggins 


5-10 165 So. 


Sam Kennon Watkinsville 


9 Reggie Wilkerson 


5-11 171 Fr 


Indianapolis, IN 


51 Ramik Wilson 


6-2 232 Sr. 


GP Effic Cmp Att Int Pct Yards TD Long Avg/G 
(~~ PASSING A.Murray 11 158.82 225 347 9 648 3075 26 98 279.5 
Fa co tncnaen te Mason 5 143767 110.8609 9688481888 
= GP No. Yards Avg TD Long Avg/G 
w C. Conley 11 45 651 145 4 43 59.2 
RECEIVING M.Bennett 11 41 538 131 4 48 489 
= T.Gurley 10 37 444 «11.9 «6 «73 AMA 
=| GP Att Gain Loss Net Avg TD Long Avg/G 
T. Gurley 10 165 1007 18 #989 6.0 10 75 «698.9 
BS RUSHING Jd.Green 13 68 403 19 384 56 3 57 295 
=> B.Douglas 12 84 363 18 345 = «41 3 21 28.8 
QO Tackles: R, Wilson 133, A. Herrera 112, J. Harvey-Clemons 66 
a Tackles for loss: J. Jenkins 12, R. Wilson 11, G. Smith 10 
DEF. LEADERS 


Sacks; L. Floyd 6.5, G. Smith 6, R. Drew 6 
Interceptions: S. Wiggins 2, five tied with 1 


NOTEBOOK 


hen all four defensive assistants left on their 
own accord, Mark Richt took advantage of the 
situation to restructure his staff. 

The big news, obviously, was hiring Jeremy Pruitt 
from Florida State to replace Todd Grantham as 
defensive coordinator. What gained little attention 
was the fact that outside linebacker coaching duties 
were split. New defensive line coach Tracy Rocker 
will also handle the Will linebackers. That's logical 
because the Will linebacker is heavily involved in the 
pass rush. 

Kevin Sherrer will coach the Sam linebackers and 
Star, which is a nickel back. The Sam linebacker has 
a lot of pass coverage responsibility; the Star is spe- 
cifically an extra DB for obvious passing situations. 
That should make the transition from the base 3-4 to 
the 4-2 or 3-3 nickel package more seamless. 

Richt heard the outcry of fans wanting a full-time 
special teams coordinator and finally relented ... sort 
of. Rather than spread the six units — offensive and 
defensive sides of field goal/PAT, punt and kickoff — 
throughout the entire staff, Richt divided them into 
offensive and defensive special teams and assigned 
them to tight ends coach John Lilly and new inside 
linebackers coach Mike Ekeler. 

¢ Versatile offensive lineman Mark Beard gradu- 
ated early and decided to transfer, then changed his 
mind and stayed for his senior year. One reason Beard 
wanted to leave was he didn’t want to move to guard. 
He began spring practice as the starting left guard, 
but struggled and asked to move back to tackle, 
where he’s competing with John Theus and Kolton 
Houston for a starting job. 

¢ While Hutson Mason is set as the starting quar- 
terback, the pecking order after that is intriguing. 
Faton Bauta appears to be ahead of freshmen Brice 
Ramsey and Jacob Park, but things could change. 
Only two quarterbacks in Richt's tenure have played 
as true freshmen — Matthew Stafford (2006) and 
Mason (2010). But Park might move ahead of Bauta 
and Ramsey at some point in preseason practice. 

¢ The most likely position for a true freshman to 
play significant time is in the secondary, where Pruitt 
has made it clear there’s an open competition. 


OPPOSING COACHES VIEW 


¢ On the defense: "They've got a new defen- 
sive coordinator (Jeremy Pruitt, from Florida State) 
who will make them much better. He was a former 
assistant at Alabama and he knows the Saban way. 
Rumor has it they're so untalented; they've only got 
about two players on defense that could play at 
Alabama or Florida State, but | don’t know about 
that. They've got the best linebacking unit in the 
SEC and Damian Swann is a solid corner. No rea- 
son they shouldn't be better on defense." 

¢ On the offense: “They're going to miss Aaron 
Murray, but they’ve got a stud at running back in 
Todd Gurley and some talented receivers. But two 
of the receivers were hurt in the spring. They need 
a big year out of (receiver) Malcolm Mitchell." 
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tough, who will do it every down.” 

Pruitt watched Georgia game tapes 
from last year and saw a defense that 
gave up too many big plays and didn’t 
force enough turnovers. 

“We've got to be fundamentally 
sound,” Pruitt said. “We have to have 
our eyes in the right place, and we’ve got 
to be able to tackle in space. We've got 
to play as a unit and rally to the ball. We 
need to make other teams earn it.” 

The daily depth chart was subject to 
more changes than a volatile stock mar- 
ket. For example: Senior end Ray Drew, 
who had a break-out year and showed 
he can be a dominant pass rusher, 
suited up for the second team defense 
in the G-Day Game. He has seemingly 
been passed by junior Sterling Bailey. 
James DeLoach, playing interchange- 


2011 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


OFFENSE PER GAME 
Scoring 37.8 
Rushing 182.6 
Passing 285.1 
Total 467.7 


DEFENSE DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 


Total 


Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


277.2 357.8 


TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 
+7 + 0.50 26 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
+11 + 0.79 
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2012 RANKINGS 


ably at end and outside linebacker, 
made a push for a starting job. 

Chris Mayes, John Atkins and Johna- 
than Taylor gained an edge at tackle ahead 
of Mike Thornton and Toby Johnson. 

The unit with the most potential is 
the linebackers. 

Wilson, an All-SEC selection, and 
Amarlo Herrera give Georgia one of the 
better inside linebacker tandems in the 
conference. They combined for 245 
tackles. Likewise, for outside linebackers 
Leonard Floyd and Jordan Jenkins. They 
combined for 11.5 sacks, 21.5 tackles- 
for-loss and 45 quarterback pressures. 
Floyd easily could emerge as the best 
player on defense. 

The secondary remains the biggest 
concern. Frequent breakdowns in the 
secondary and lack of takeaways hurt the 
Dawgs last season. The turnover was mag- 
nified when Josh Harvey-Clemons was 
kicked off the team for two off-the-field 
transgressions before spring practice. 

Cornerback/nickel back Damian 
Swann returns for his senior season. 
There are five other players pushing 
for three starting spots, plus the nickel 
position. J.J. Green made the most of 
his move from running back and could 
start at free safety. That could lead to 
Tray Matthews moving to strong safety 
to compete with Corey Moore. Walk-on 
Aaron Davis edged ahead of Shaq 
Wiggins at the other cornerback spot. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Mike Ekeler brings a different perspec- 
tive as newly hired co-special teams coach 
along with John Lilly. Ekeler was a special 
teams standout at Kansas State. The 
Dawgs had to try something different. 

Special teams miscues were costly in 
at least two losses last season. A high 
snap cost them a point-blank field 


2013 RANKINGS 


RANK 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 


Total 375.5 


RANK 
20 =7 


TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 
-0.5 T-102 
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10-YEAR WINNING TREND 


% 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 


BEST & 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 
RB Todd Gurley 


Even in an injury-filled sea- 
son, Gurley led the Bulldogs 
with 16 touchdowns (10 rush- 
ing, six receiving) 989 rushing 
yards and added 441 yards on 
37 catches. ... Caught 10 
passes against Auburn and 
had 90 receiving yards against 
Kentucky. ... Had 156 yards 
total offense and four touchdowns against Georgia Tech. 
... Leg injuries robbed him of his open-field speed. If 
healthy all season, Gurley could make a serious Heisman 
run if the Dawgs prove to be a Top-10 team. 


EMERGING STAR 


OLB Leonard Floyd 

Floyd established himself as 
one of the top pass-rushers in 
the SEC, finishing seventh in 
the league with 6.5 sacks 
despite not starting five 
games. ... Second to 
Kentucky's Alvin Dupree in 
sacks among returning play- 
ers. ... Made SEC All-Freshman 
team. ... Had career-high eight tackles, including a sack 
in win over No. 6 LSU. ... Expected to be put in position 
to make a lot more big plays as the Dawgs did with 
Jarvis Jones. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


CB Aaron Davis 

It probably says something 
about the secondary that a 
walk-on who has played one 
game in three years — and 
that on offense — moved to 
the top of the depth chart in 
spring practice. ... Coaches 
love Davis’ physical and men- 
tal toughness. ... Would have 
been a scholarship player if not for missing all but one 
game his junior and senior seasons of high school due 
to two ACL injuries. ... Very agile and quick despite knee 
injuries. 


RESULTS 
8-5, 5-3 
at Clemson 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
NORTH TEXAS 
LSU 
at Tennessee (OT) 
MISSOURI 
at Vanderbilt 
vs. Florida 
APPALACHIAN STATE 
at Auburn 
KENTUCKY 
at Georgia Tech (20T) 
Gator Bowl 
L vs. Nebraska 


35-38 
41-30 
45-21 
44-41 
34-31 
26-41 
27-31 
23-20 

45-6 
38-43 
§9-17 
41-34 
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: teams to play with more aggressiveness. 


WR Conley Defers 
On Star Status 


n a lark, Georgia receiver Chris Conley 

wrote a script for a Star Wars video and 
enlisted the help of some friends to produce it. 
Head coach Mark Richt makes an appearance, 
as does Conley himself in a bit role, though he 
wouldn’t divulge his part. 

“l’m not the hero. Let’s just say that,” Conley 
said. “| wanted it to be that way.” 

Conley has been content to play a supporting 
role for the Bulldogs as well. 

“| just want to win games and win a cham- 
pionship,” Conley said. “If | have to block every 
play so we can run for 350 yards, | will dig my 
Cleats into the ground and block.” 

Strong work ethic and determination have 
helped Conley develop into one of the more 
underrated receivers in the SEC. He caught a 
career-high 45 passes for 651 yards and four 
touchdowns last season. He has 81 catches, 
1,281 yards and 12 TDs for his career. 

“Looking back on my career, I'm so blessed to 
be at a university and have coaches who believe 
in you, trust you to go work for what you want,” 
he said. 

“Even if you’re not there, they give you the 


definitely had his hand on my college career.” 


onship. 


He did bounce back with a big game in the : 


Capital One Bowl against Nebraska. 


“That's how the game of football can be : 
sometimes, the highs and the lows,” he said. : 
“They create so many opportunities for you : 
to make plays and show your character when : 


you're down.” 


Conley and the Bulldogs still have a chance : 
to script a heroic finish. Despite the disappoint- : 
ment of last season, Conley sees championship : 


potential in this year’s team. 


“| think this team can be great. | see signs of : 
it all the time. But we have some guys who have : 
to bear down, in some ways grow up, and really : 
put their money where their mouth is. A bulldog - 


puts up a fight.” 


goal against Clemson. A fumbled punt 
return and fumbled punt snap against 
Vanderbilt set up two fourth-quarter 
touchdowns. Ekeler wants the special 


Place-kicker Marshall Morgan estab- 


: lished himself as one of the best in the 
? country. Punter Adam Erickson has 

: moved ahead of Collin Barber because 
: he’s more consistent. 


The schedule has the same challeng- 


: ing start as last year with the Dawgs 

: opening with Clemson (home), then 

; South Carolina (road). This gives the 

: Dawgs an opportunity for a rare ac- 

? complishment. The last time Georgia 

: opened the season with wins over two 
: teams that finished in the Top 25 was 
: 1983 (UCLA and Clemson). 


Then there are three consecutive 


: home games against Troy, Tennessee 
? and Vanderbilt before what should be 
: a big road game against Missouri. 


The Bulldogs are back on the road 


: against Arkansas; then get a week off 
? for Florida as they try to stretch their 
: winning streak over the Gators to four 
opportunity to get better, the opportunity to suc- : 
ceed and even to make mistakes. That's really : 
been the blessing of how I’ve gotten where I’m : 


at because it definitely wasn’t scripted. God has 
: the SEC to shuffle schedules. The 
One change Conley would love to make Dawgs finish the regular season at home 
to the script involved his sophomore season. ; @8ainst Georgia Tech. 
He’s the one who instinctively caught Aaron : 
Murray’s tipped pass in the final seconds against : 
Alabama in the SEC Championship Game. With : 
no timeouts left, time ran out on Georgia’s hopes ; 


of playing Notre Dame for the national champi- : 


games for the first time since Vince 
Dooley coached. Auburn visits Athens 
for the first time since 2011 because 
adding Missouri and Texas A&M forced 


— Guerry Clegg 
Date Opponent 13 Record 
Aug. 30 CLEMSON 11-2 
Sept.13 at South Carolina 11-2 
Sept. 20 TROY 6-6 
Sept. 27 TENNESSEE 5-7 
Oct. 4 VANDERBILT 9-4 
Oct. 11 at Missouri 12-2 
Oct. 18 at Arkansas 3-9 
Nov.1 vs. Florida (Jacksonville) 4-8 
Nov. 8 at Kentucky 2-10 
Nov. 15 AUBURN 12-2 
Nov. 22 CHARLESTON SOUTHERN 10-3 
Nov. 29 GEORGIA TECH 7-6 


120 Lindy’s Sports Annuals 


www.lindyssports.com 2014 


For alliyourmoutdoor 
projectsychoose) 
Wood) TreatedjRight> 
Contact’ us) for, faldealern neal, you) 


ath - 800; 226; VV 
www: everwoodireatment! com 


ya eee 


fevenuooo. Mh 


Tox Ee AAYNEe NEG @ jy 


SHIP VAAN 1 Sint FIT OF@RESTEG ae Ae AGB ECAYA MWA 


: Your Treated Wood Sources 


No Noise 


Won't Blow Off Like Flags 


For Your Car, Truck, RV, 
Golf Cart, Home, and Office 


Come Find Your Team at 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Neal Brown 


AT A GLANCE 


2013: 
2-10 overall, 0-8 SEC (7th, East) 


COACH: 
Mark Stoops — At Kentucky and overall: 2-10, 
1 year 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
15; 6 offense, 8 defense, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

RB Jojo Kemp, RB Braylon Heard, 

RB Josh Clemons, WR Javess Blue, 
WR Ryan Timmons, DE Bud Dupree, 
DE Za’Darius Smith, S Ashely Lowery, 
DB Blake McClain 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

Stoops built a reputation on his ability to fix 
struggling defenses, and the Cats’ defensive 
line should be another line on that resume. It 
is much improved and will be the backbone of 
a defense with many potential young playmak- 
ers. UK seems to have a stable of playmaking 


running backs behind a veteran offensive line. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

The Air Raid attack was deflated by injuries, 
a lack of depth at receiver and inconsistent 
quarterback play. Those things could all 
ground it again this season, especially if none 
of the three quarterbacks helps it take off. UK 
lost a vocal leader and leading tackler in MLB 
Avery Williamson. 


KEY LOSSES: 

QB Jalen Whitlow, RB Raymond Sanders, 
LB Avery Williamson, DT Donte Rumph, 
K Joe Mansour 


OVERVIEW: 

Stoops and staff hope the normal speed 
bumps and hiccups that come with a coaching 
change and implementing new systems are 
behind them. While there is more talent on the 
roster thanks to back-to-back highly rated 
recruiting classes, there’s still an overall lack 
of depth, and the Cats will need more time to 
move up in the challenging SEC. 


KENTUCKY 


WiIED CATS 


For more coverage of the Wildcats, visit kentucky.247Sports.com 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: D.J. Eliot 


STADIUM: Commonwealth Stadium: 67,942 


Stoops Hoping Speed Bumps in Wildcats’ Rear View 


entucky purchased a local ad 
k that ran during this year’s Super 
owl, asking a simple question: 
“Why not?” 

Why not Kentucky football? 

Why can’t it succeed? 

It was a slogan developed on the 
other side of campus in a marketing 
department, but second-year coach 
Mark Stoops thinks it fits perfectly. It’s 
what the Cats are selling when they go 
into living rooms of recruits around the 
country. 

“IT agree with it. Why not? What the 
heck? Let’s go,” he said. “That’s kind 
of the approach we've had since we’ve 
been here. We're not here to play sec- 
onds to anybody. We’re here to compete 
at a high level in a great conference, 
and there's a lot of challenges to that.” 

It’s that kind of attitude that has 
helped Kentucky reel in back-to-back re- 
cruiting classes ranked higher than any 
since those kinds of ratings were kept. 

Coupled with an announced $110 
million renovation of Commonwealth 
Stadium and a privately funded, new 
$45 million practice facility, the “why 
not” will quickly become a “when”? 

The influx of money and talent is go- 
ing to cause fans to demand better than 
the 2-10 of the last two seasons and the 
winless streak in Southeastern Confer- 
ence play dating back to 2011 before 
Stoops arrived on campus. 

Kentucky might not be competing for 
the SEC East title this season or next, 
but there will be more talent and depth 
than there has been in a long time. 

“We're miles ahead of where we 
were,” Stoops said, “and we need to 
continue to go miles further to be 
competitive in this league, but I like the 
pace we're on right now.” 

The Cats return 15 starters, their 
highest total in 14 years. The team has 


39 players who have started at least one 
game in their careers. 

But with the spring transfer of 15- 
game starter Jalen Whitlow, Kentucky 
will be breaking in a quarterback who 
has never started a game, maybe even 
a true freshman. 

The defense returns nearly all of its 
top tacklers, but will have to replace a 
vocal leader at the heart of the attack in 
middle linebacker Avery Williamson. 

There are still many questions to be 
answered, but the most important one 
to Stoops and staff is: “Why not?” 


OFFENSE 


Regardless of which quarterback wins 
the starting job, coaches are convinced 
the offense will look dramatically bet- 
ter than it did a season ago, when it 
averaged just 20.5 points a game and 
finished one spot from the bottom of 
the SEC in total offense. 

“At least we’re making routine plays 
now,” Stoops said. “When guys are 
open, we’re seeing them and getting the 
ball to them and things like that.” 

The up-tempo, aggressive Air Raid 
attack that offensive coordinator Neal 
Brown has become known for isn’t likely 
to fly as high and fast as he wants this 
season. But it does show signs of having 
some playmakers, including returning 
wideouts Javess Blue, Alex Montgomery, 
Ryan Timmons and Jeff Badet. 

But even with the addition of several 
three- and four-star recruits, UK still is 
just an injury away from being pain- 
fully thin at wide receiver. 

Blue (shoulder) and Montgomery 
(knee) missed spring practice because of 
surgeries. Badet broke his leg near the 
end of the spring, but he should be back 
in time for fall camp. The Cats’ starting 
tight end could be a true freshman as 
well. 
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7" — Javess Blue  meagtns ttee Ale 


“Probably in the recruiting class after 
this, we’ll have the numbers where we 
want them to be ... and where they 
should be,” Brown said. 

UK will experience growing pains 
with an inexperienced quarterback 
(zero starts between sophomore Patrick 
Towles, redshirt freshman Reese Phillips 
and early enrollee Drew Barker) piloting 
the offense. The product could still be 
superior to what was on the field last 
season, with Brown saying that quarter- 
back play was significantly better in the 
first three practices of spring than it was 
all of last season. 

“We're better,” Brown said of the 
overall offense. “I don’t think we’ve 
arrived, but we’re definitely better.” 

The quarterbacks will have more 
time to get comfortable in the new role 
because of an offensive line that returns 
all but one starter from last season and 
has developed a vocal leader in edgy 
right tackle Jordan Swindle. Depth has 


improved there with some redshirt 
freshmen in the rotation. 

Despite its “Air Raid” promos, UK’s 
star power this season may be on the 
ground with the return of leading 
rusher Jojo Kemp, as well as Nebraska 
transfer Braylon Heard and Josh Clem- 
ons, a freshman star who has bounced 
back from a knee injury and an Achilles’ 
tear. 

Add in highly touted freshman rush- 
ers Mikel Horton and Stanley Williams, 
and UK could dramatically improve 
from its 147.9 rushing yards per game, 
12th in the SEC. This group could help 
UK in the passing game as well, with 
the entire group having a 90 percent or 
better catch percentage this spring. 


DEFENSE 


Out of necessity, Kentucky’s defense 
had to diversify, playing multiple 
schemes beyond its base 4-3. Those 


adjustments may make UK much more 
tricky to beat this season, with so much 
experience returning, including 10 of 
the Cats’ top 12 tacklers. 

“Obviously, you’ve got to get good at 
something, so you’ve got to have a base 
defense,” defensive coordinator D.J. 
Eliot said. “But we have to have enough 
bullets within our personnel to attack 
an offense, so that’s ever evolving.” 

The most effective bullet comes from 
senior defensive end Alvin “Bud” 
Dupree, the Cats’ leading returning 
tackler (61 stops) who had seven sacks 
last season. Dupree is active in the base 
alignment, but also has the versatility 
to play linebacker in the 3-4 scheme. 

Either way is fine with Dupree, who 
considered a jump to the NFL after his 
junior season, but opted to stay and 
help rebuild Kentucky from back-to- 
back 2-10 seasons. 

“Bud's athletic enough to stand up 
and make plays in space, but he’s also 
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POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 
QB _Reese Phillips Fr. 


One of three players with little experience vying for top job. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Patrick Towles, So. 


RB Jojo Kemp So.__Led UK in rushing with 482 yards, 3 TDs as true freshman. Braylon Heard, Jr. 


WR __Javess Blue* Sr. 


Most productive wideout; missed spring (shoulder surgery). 


Alex Montgomery, So. 


WR___RyanTimmons* _So. _Has gained weight, strength and will be used at multiple spots. __T.V. Williams, Fr. 


WR _ Jeff Badet So. 
TE Steven Borden Sr. 
LT Darrian Miller* Sr. 
LG Zach West* dr. 
C Jon Toth* So. 
RG Ramsey Meyers _ Fr. 
RT Jordan Swindle’ dr. 


K Austin MacGinnis Fr. 
*Returning Starter 


POS STARTER YR. 
DE —_Bud Dupree* Sr. 
DT Mike Douglas Sr. 
OT Regie Meant Fr. 


COMMENT 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


Leading returning tackler with 61, including 9.5 for a loss. 
Had 28 tackles last season; drew rave reviews in spring. 
Regularly rotated with first-team defense last year. 


Slow to start season as true freshman, but came on strong at end. Demarco Robinson, Sr. 
Position with least depth also has little returning experience. 
Two-year starter, has become more vocal senior leader. 
Slowed in 2013 by offseason shoulder surgery; improving. 
Made dramatic improvement since learning new spot last year. 
Redshirt freshman drew praise from coaches in the spring. 
Emotional leader known for swagger, edge on offensive line, 
One of nation’s top kickers out of high school in 2012. 


Darryl Long, Fr. 

Teven Eatmon-Nared, Sr. 
Nick Haynes, Fr. 

Zach Myers, So. 

Cole Mosier, Fr. 

Kyle Meadows, Fr. 
Tanner Blain, So. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Jason Hatcher, So. 
Melvin Lewis, Jr. 
Cory Johnson, Jr. 


DE _Za'Darius Smith* _Sr._Impact player, third on team in tackles (59), six sacks, Farrington Huguenin, Jr. 


LB‘ TraVaughn Paschal Sr. 
LB Khalid Henderson* Jr. 
LB _Josh Forrest Jt. 
CB Nate Willis* Sr. 
CB J.D. Harmon So. 


Changed positions last year, had 39 tackles, four for loss. 
Made strides near end of season, one of top returning tacklers. 
Thrown into new position, thinks he’s found his ideal spot. 
Had 36 tackles; missed spring with sports hernia surgery. 
2012 interceptions leader back after missing last season. 


Miles Simpson, Sr. 
Dorian Hendrix, Fr. 
Ryan Flannigan, Jr. 
Fred Tiller, Jr.* 
Cody Quinn, Jr. 


§ Blake McClain* So. Depending on scheme, used at three different positions. Ashely Lowery, Sr.* 
§ A.J. Stamps Jr. Versatile JC transfer had more INTs last season than UK did. Eric Dixon, Sr.* 

P Landon Foster* Jr. Averaged 41.3 yards per punt with 15 inside the 20. Austin MacGinnis, Fr. 
“Returning Starter 
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Drew Barker 

Baker was the No. 1 
prospect in Kentucky: 
and crown jewel of the : 
Wildcats’ 2014 class. : 
There is no doubt that : 
Barker is the quarter- 
back of the future at 
Kentucky, but the 

future could be now 

as the U.S. Army All- 
American enrolled 

early andis pushing 
to accomplish the rare : 
feat of starting at : 
quarterback as a true 
freshman in the SEC. 


Cory Johnson 
Johnson, a 6-3 275- 
plus pound defensive 
tackle who can 

change direction and 
explode upfield is : 
exactly what Wildcats’ 
defensive coordinator 
D.J. Eliot is looking 

for inside. Look for 

the JC January enroll- 

ee with a non-stop 
motor to have a big 

role on the defense 

this fall. 


Stanley Williams 
Give 247Sports 
Composite four-star 
all-purpose back 
Stanley Williams 

a crease, and he is 
gone. A true change- 
up back with great 
top-end speed that 
knows how to hit the 
hole in a hurry, 
Williams should be an 
asset in the passing 
game, as well as 
competing for an 
early role on returns. 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 


Pos Ht Wt Stars Hometown 


Dorian Baker WR 63 265 O00 Cleveland Heights, OH Cleveland Heights 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 41 player in Ohio... Helped team to state championship in 2013. 


Drew Barker 63 2177 6oo060 Conner 
Rated No. 6 quarterback nationally and No. 1 player in Kentucky by 247Sports 
Composite... District Player of the Year... Had 6,264 career passing yards and 62 
touchdowns ...Had 3,931 career rushing yards and 51 touchdowns. 


Blake Bone WR 65 20 O00 St Woodruff 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 84 wide receiver nationally and No. 15 player in South 
Carolina... As a senior, had 72 receptions for 1,247 yards and eight touchdowns. 


Tymere Dubose Tn 65 000 Youngstown, OH — Youngstown Christian 
Rated No, 76 defensive tackle nationally and No. 73 player in Ohio by 247Sports 
Composite... Second-team All-State... Only played two years of football. 


Mike Edwards S$ 511 15 000 Cincinnati, OH Winton Woods 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 30 safety nationally and No. 17 player in Ohio... 
46 tackles, six interceptions and two fumbles recovered as a senior. 


Matt Elam TT 67 35 GOOSC Elizabethtown John Hardin 
USA Today second-team All-American... Ranked No. 13 defensive tackle and No. 164 player 
nationally and No, 2 player in Kentucky by 247Sports Composite... Kentucky Player of the Year. 


Nico Firios 1B 62 20 000 Longwood, FL Lyman 
247Sports Composite rated No. 59 outside linebacker nationally and No. 103 player in 
Florida... Orlando Sentinel Central Florida Super 60. 


BOBS ooo Missouri City, TX Blinn College 


247Sports Composite rated No. 128 junior college player nationally and No. 13 player in 
Texas... As a sophomore, had 22 tackles and two interceptions, returning one for touch- 
down. 


Dorian Hendrix 1B 60 20 ooo Huber Heights, OH Wayne 
Ranked No, 32 inside linebacker nationally and No. 45 player in Ohio by 247Sports 
Composite... Two-time All-Conference... Helped team to state quarterfinals as a senior. 


Mikel Horton RB O61 «223 OOO West Chester, OH Lakota West 
247Sports Composite rated No. 28 running back nationally and No. 21 player in Ohio... 
As a senior, had 1,203 yards rushing and 13 touchdowns on 178 carries. 


Cory Johnson T 63 25 ooo Columbia SC ASA College 
247Sports Composite rated No. 5 junior college defensive tackle and No. 30 junior college 
player nationally... Helped team to two conference championships. 


Garrett Johnson «6s WRCC«S-11- «175 «OOO Winter Garden, FL West Orange 
Ranked No. 108 wide receiver nationally and No. 102 player in Florida by 247Sports 
Composite... As a senior, had 49 receptions for 1,187 yards and 19 touchdowns. 


Josh Krok OL 68 38 O00 Niles, OH McKinley 
247Sports Composite rated No, 48 offensive tackle nationally and No. 29 player in 
Ohio... Second-team All-State. 


66 280 oO°0 


Jarrett LaRubbio OL Middletown, OH Lakota East 
Ranked No. 30 offensive guard nationally and No. 35 player in Ohio by 247Sports 
Composite... Helped team to almost 3,000 yards rushing as a senior. 
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Total Stars 
National Rank: 22 


Ryan Flanigan 
Flanigan followed 
Neal Brown and Chad 
Scott to Kentucky. 
The 6-3. 230-pound 
linebacker played 

a hybrid linebacker/ 
defensive end role in 
junior college, but 
moves well enough to 
play as a hybrid line- 
backer/safety in col- 
lege. Expect him to 
push for immediate 
playing time at inside 
linebacker when he 
arrives. 


2a7sronr= COMPOSITE 


2015 NEEDS: 


The Wildcats signed 28 players in 2014, so there is no 
glaring need from a numbers perspective. They need 
to keep adding depth and talent in the secondary, as it 
has yet to become a consistent area of strength for 
Kentucky. In order to get stronger at the line of scrim- 
mage, a couple of offensive tackles and guards should 
be targeted. More help at inside linebacker is a must. 
— Kipp Adams 


Ht =Wt Stars School 


Darryl Long T 64 25 O00 Westerville, OH Westerville South 
247Sports Composite rated No. 25 tight end nationally and No. 34 player in Ohio. 


Adrian Middleton «6s OTS ss 63 275 OOO Bowling Green South Warren 
alse No. 39 defensive tackle nationally and No. 5 player in Kentucky by 247Sports 
mposite. 


Kendall Randolph = DB 6) «6175 OOO Tallahassee, FL Lincoln 
247Sports Composite rated No. 40 cornerback nationally and No. 55 player in Florida... 
All-State... As a senior, had 59 tackles, including three tackles for loss, one intercep- 
tion, seven passes broken up, and one fumble recovered. 


Nick Richardson OL 65 25 OOO Westerville, OH Central 
Ranked No. 38 offensive tackle nationally and No, 25 player in Ohio by 247Sports 
Composite... All-State... Helped team to average 237 yards rushing per game. 


Thaddeus Snodgrass WR 6-1 18 GOGO Springfield, OH 
247Sports Composite rated No. 49 wide receiver nationally and No. 15 player in Ohio... 
All-Conference... As a senior, had 29 receptions for 535 yards and six touchdowns. 


Jervontius Stallings OL 6-3 ooo Hoover, AL Span Park 
Ranked No. 17 center nationally and No, 40 player in Alabama by 247Sports 
Composite... Helped team to regional championship. 


AJ. Stamps S$ 60 1% O00 Vicksburg, MS East Mississippi CC 
247Sports Composite rated No. 27 junior college safety nationally... Honorable mention 
NJCAA All-American... Helped team to national championship in 2013. 


Uoyd Tubman DE 65 ooo Louisville Seneca Academy 
247Sports Composite rated No. 25 weakside defensive end nationally and No. 4 player 
in Kentucky... As a junior, had 79 tackles and 22.5 quarterback sacks. 


Jared Tucker $ 511 170 S00 Stone Mountain, GA Stephenson 
Ranked No. 78 safety nationally and No. 74 player in Georgia by 247Sports 
Composite... Had 25 tackles, including one tackle for loss as a senior. 


Kobie Walker 1B 63 20 600 Olney, MD = Our Lady of Good Counsel 
247Sports Composite rated No. 48 safety nationally and No. 14 player in Maryland... 
All-State... As a senior, had 35 tackles, including seven tackles for loss. 


Denzel Ware DE 62 20 OOOO Crestview, Crestview Senior 
Ranked No. 14 weakside defensive end nationally and No. 33 player in Florida by 
247Sports Composite ... Third-team All-State as a senior and first-team as a junior. 


Darius West S$ 60 20 OO00 _ Lima, OH Central Catholic 
247Sports Composite rated No. 23 safety nationally and No. 10 player in Ohio... Played 
in only two games as a senior due to injury. 


Stanley Williams RB 59 199 ©@6O©6 _ Monroe,GA George Walton Academy 
Ranked No. 5 all-purpose back nationally and No. 19 player in Georgia by 247Sports 
Composite... Most Valuable Player in 2014 Offense-Defense All-American Bowl. 


TV. Williams WR 510 15 OOO McKinney, TX McKinney 
247Sports Composite rated No. 85 player in Texas... All-District... As a senior, had 30 
receptions for 454 yards and five touchdowns. 


Hometown 
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WILDCATS SPRING ROSTER 


No. Name 


Grant Aumiller 


Hometown \ Pos. 


Danville Jabari Johnson oT 


Ht 


6-4 


Wt Cl. 


268 Jr. 


Hometown 


Stone Mountain, GA 


Jeff Badet 


Orlando, FL_ Thaddeus Kazunas 


John Ballis 


TE 6-2 229 Fr. 


Louise 


Houston, TX RB 


5-10 196 So. 


DeLand, FL 


Orew Barker 


6-3 


196 Jr. 


Powell, OH 


David Baumer 


Cincinnati, OH Ad. WR 


Tanner Blain 


190 Jr 


Fort White, 


So. 

So. 

Fr. Burlington H 
Fr. 

So. 


Lindenhurst, IL Melvin Lewis 


310 Jr 


Compton, CA 


Daron Blaylock 


Marietta, GA Shaquille Love 


323 Jr. 


Harriman, TN 


Zack Blaylock 


Marietta, GA Ashely Lowery 


215 Sr. 


Cleveland, GA 


Javess Blue 


Babson Park, FL Austin MacGinnis 


166 Fr. 


Prattville, AL 


Steven Borden 


William Mahone 


192. Fr. 


__Cincinat, 


Tyler Brause 


BR |B |" |S |8 


Waxahachie, TX_ 
Sycamore, OH )_ Kelly Mason 


Josh Clemons 


| 


221 


Rockton, IL_ 


Fayetteville, GA 4 Blake McClain 


— 


“Winter Park, FL. 


Christian Coleman 


Milan, TN Jerry McCray 


Detroit, Mi 


Will Tom Collins 


Jackson Marcus McWilson 


Youngstown, OH 


Rodney Cox 


Louisville Kyle Meadows 


West Chester, OH 


2/8 \/& |S jz 


Chris Davis 


Rashad Cunningham WR 


Mobile, AL Regie Meant 


Youngstown, OH 9 Ramsey Meyers 


Cape Coral FL 


Orange Park, FL 


Demitrious Davis 


Youngstown, OH Darrian Miller 


Bie 8/88 \8 


Alvin Davis Jr, 


Jesup, GA Alexander Montgomery WR 


Eric Dixon 


Mobile,AL 74 Cole Mosier __OG 


Mike Douglas 


Largo, FL Zach Myers c 


Miamisburg, OH 


Tre’ Dunn 


Harrodsburg TraVaughn Paschal LB 


Odenton, MD 


Alvin Dupree 


Irwinton, GA Reese Phillips QB 


222 Fr. 


Signal Mountain, TN 


S|" |B /S\8/B\8\s 


Teven Eatmon-Nared 


Bucyrus, OH Cody Quinn CB 


172 dr. 


Middletown, OH 


Glenn Faulkner 


East St. Louis, IL Demarco Robinson WR 


158 Sr. 


Ellenwood, GA 


Cameron Fogle 


Hebron Patrick Sermersheim S 


170 Fr. 


Louisville 


Josh Forrest 
Landon Foster 


Paducah 
Franklin, TN 


Ronnie Shields TE 


Austin Sheehan WR 


160 So. 


Ft Thomas 


254 Sr. 


Stone Mountain, GA 


Max Godby C/G 


Louisville Miles Simpson LB 


230 Sr. 


Independence 


Dylan Greenberg C 


Tucson, AZ Maxwell Smith QB 


236 Jr. 


Granada Hills, CA 


3/2 /2 |" ale 


John Gruenschlaeger OG 


Fort Thomas Za'Darius Smith DE 


Greenville, AL 


~ 
= 


J.D. Harmon 


Paducah Thaddeus Snodgrass WR 


Springfield, OH 


Josh Harris 


Maysville A.J. Stamps cB 


Vicksburg, MS 


Jason Hatcher 


Louisville Max Strong K 


Louisville 


2|° |8 


Nick Haynes 


Niceville, FL Jordan Swindle oT 


St. Johns, FL 


Braylon Heard 


Youngstown, OH Miles Thompson WR 


Louisville 


Ri? 


Khalid Henderson 


Jr. Mableton, GA Fred Tiller cB 


Homerville, GA 


= 
— 


Dorian Hendrix 


Fr. Huber Heights, OH Ryan Timmons WR 


Joey Herrick 


Frankfort 


Ala Maynard, Mass. Jon Toth c 


Indianapolis, IN 


Mikel Horton 


Fr. __ West Chester, OH Patrick Towles QB 


Ft. Thomas 


Matt Howard 


Berea Keron Wakefield CB 


Louisville 


Farrington Huguenin 


Columbia, SC Darrell DJ. Warren FB 


Alcoa, TN 


S\2\s\|F |S 


Jacob Hyde 


Manchester Zach West 06 


Lexington 


Jaleel Hytchye 


Cincinnati, OH Jalen Whitlow QB 


Montgomery, AL 


Robby Irgang 


TA. Williams 


Connor Itani 


Zane Williams 


McKinney, TX 
___ Lexington 


A.J. Johnson 


Portland, OR Nate Willis 


__ Pahokee, FL_ 


Cory Johnson 


Columbia, SC Jeff Witthuhn 


249 So. 


Bowling Green 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


DEF. LEADERS 


GP Effic Cmp Att Int 
9 1311 105 183 


J, Blue 11 


R. Timmons 12 32 338 
J, Badet 9 22 285 13.0 

GP Att. Gain Loss Net Avg 
J, Kemp 12 100 504 22 482 48 
R.Sanders 11 107 502 38 464 43 
J.Whitlow 12 107 604 147 457 43 


Tackles: A. Williamson 102, A. Dupree 61, Z. Smith 59 
Tackles for loss: A. Dupree 9.5, Z. Smith 6.5, D. Rumph 6 
Sacks: A. Dupree 7, Z. Smith 6, two tied with 2 
Interceptions; K. Henderson 1, A. Lowery 1, J. Forrest 1 
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TD Long Avg/G 


88 141.8 


TD Long Avg/6 
3 47 «(40.2 
3 49 42.2 
6 88 381 


NOTEBOOK 


atrick Towles has no idea if he’s going to win 

Kentucky’s three-man race at quarterback, but the 
decided he was going to go down throwing. 

Through two previous quarterback competitions 
for two different coaching staffs, Towles learned that 
a “dip” in his throwing motion was keeping him from 
even having a chance to play at UK. 

“It's frustrating because you know what you could 
do and not doing it is frustrating, but if you're a com- 
petitor you try to do everything you can to get back” 
he said. 

So the state’s 2011 Mr. Football who threw for 
7,429 yards and 73 touchdowns in his career at 
Highlands High School sought outside help to fix his 
mechanics issues, which kept him from getting the 
ball out fast enough to run offensive coordinator Neal 
Brown's up-tempo offense. 

“| knew there was a fundamental issue during the 
fall,” Towles said. “| wasn't doing as well as 
| should’ve been, so | needed a guy that | could work 
with and | went out and found him. He’s been really, 
really, really helpful.” 

Donny Walker, who runs his own quarterback 
academy and is director of football for the Tony 
Franklin system, worked with Towles on his throwing 
and his footwork. 

It's made Towles a factor in the quarterback com- 
petition with redshirt freshman Reese Phillips and 
true freshman Drew Barker. 

Towles hasn’t seen the field since 2012, when he 
played in five games, completing 19 of 40 passes for 
233 yards and a touchdown. 

¢ Kentucky will be without one of its top playmak- 
ers the past two seasons because of the transfer of 
junior quarterback Jalen Whitlow, who left two 
weeks into spring ball. 

The 15-game starter and the Cats’ most experi- 
enced returning quarterback accounted for 1,502 
yards and 11 touchdowns last season. He decided 
to leave after being asked to switch to wide 
receiver. 

“| know Jalen was disappointed,” Brown said. “I 
was hopeful that he would give it a try, but | under- 
stand where he’s coming from.” 

Whitlow, known mostly for his ability to run the 
football, was 2-13 as a starter with the two wins 
coming over Alabama State and Samford. 


On this season: “Mark Stoops signed a quar- 
terback (Drew Barker) that they think will be the 
future of the program. They’ve got some decent 
guys, especially their ends on defense — Alvin 
Dupree and Za’Darius White. But they lost two 
pretty good defensive tackles and a real good 
middle linebacker (Avery Williamson), and you 
can't win in this league if you don’t have good 
players up the middle. 

“They've got a couple of decent running backs 
but nobody that scares you on offense. They've got 
to play winning football where they don’t beat 
themselves, don’t give up big plays on defense and 
don’t turn the ball over. They'll battle Vanderbilt for 
seventh place in the East.” 


www.lindyssports.com 2014 


Za’Darius Smith 
Photo by Mark Zerof-USA TODAY Sports 


physical enough to put his hand down 
and make plays at the line of scrim- 
mage,” Eliot said. 

Dupree’s also becoming an outspoken 
leader, taking over that role from mid- 
dle linebacker and All-SEC performer 
Avery Williamson, who led the team in 
tackles last season with 102, including 
four for loss. 

UK will replace the heart of its 


2011 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PER GAME 
Scoring 15.8 
Rushing 124.2 
Passing 135.6 
Total 259.8 


17.9 
138.8 
176.2 
315.0 


Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE PER GAME 
24.7 
183.2 
193.8 


377.0 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


31.0 
161.3 
229.7 
391.0 


Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 


+1 + 0.08 -4 - 0.33 
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2012 RANKINGS 
OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 


PER GAME 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 


defense in more ways than just Wil- 
liamson, with multi-year starting 
tackles Mister Cobble and Donte 
Rumph also graduating. But the Cats 
got faster on the edges and have 
added more speed and depth at the 
skill positions. 

Mike Douglas and junior college 
transfers Melvin Lewis and Cory 
Johnson, as well as redshirt freshman 
Regie Meant, are all options to replace 


the departing tackles. They add depth at 


a spot where there was little last season. 

Defensive end Za’Darius Smith pro- 
vides a strong, active bookend for the 
Cats on the opposite side of Dupree, 
and he returns tied for second-most 
tackles on the team last season with 59. 
He also added six sacks and a team-best 
six quarterback hurries. 

Adding to Kentucky’s versatility is 
Blake McClain, who played corner- 
back and nickel back last season; he 
had 59 tackles in his true freshman 


season. He’s become a key vocal leader 


as well for Kentucky’s defense, also 
leading the team in the spring with 
six interceptions. That’s a key statistic 
for the Cats, who managed just three 
picks (tied for fewest in the nation) 
last season. 

Kentucky returns nearly all of its 
secondary and expects a lift from safety 
A.J. Stamps, who won a junior college 
national championship last season. J.D. 
Harmon, who had to sit out last season, 
will add speed and size at cornerback. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


In the spring, UK released video high- 


lights of new special teams coach Craig 
Naivar, and he easily could be used as 
a replacement for morning coffee. The 
former defensive coordinator at Texas 
State blares 1980s hair metal on the 
field and in meeting rooms. 


2013 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 20.5 107 
Rushing 147.9 85 
Passing 193.3 98 
Total 341.2 107 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PER GAME 
31.2 
197.3 
229.8 
427.2 


TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 
+0 +0.0 T-61 


ween e eee eenwneerenneee 


weer 
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10-YEAR WINNING TREND 


% 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 


BEST & 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 
DE Bud Dupree 


The defense’s new vocal 
leader and top playmaker 
skipped the NFL draft for a 
chance to play himself into 
the first round after this sea- 
son. ... Dupree returns as the 
team’s returning leading tack- 
ler with 61, including a team- 
best 9.5 for a loss and seven 
sacks. ... Dupree’s added muscle in the offseason hasn't 
slowed him down, but given him more explosiveness 
overall. ... Coaches like his versatility, using him at mul- 
tiple positions last season depending on the package. 


EMERGING STAR 


RB Braylon Heard 

The Nebraska transfer made 
the most of having to sit out 
last season, putting on 13 
pounds and working hard to 
loosen his hips to help make 
better, more effective cuts. ... 
The 5-11 running back could 
be the guy to make the explo- 
sive plays UK has lacked the 
past few seasons. “I’m hoping to be able to be a play- 
maker, create big plays,” said Heard. ... He averaged 
6.7 yards per carry his final season with Nebraska, 


TOP NEWCOMER 


S$ A.J. Stamps 

The secondary struggled 
mightily last year, but Stamps 
should be an important asset 
in that area. ... The 6-0, 
189-pounder is versatile, play- 
ing both corner and safety... fy 
He arrived on campus in time 
for spring ball and coaches a 
seem smitten with his speed 
and athleticism. ... Stamps had 51 tackles, including 
seven for loss, last season at East Mississippi 
Community College. He intercepted four passes, 
including one returned for a TD. 


C 


2-10, 0-8 


vs. Western Kentucky 26-35 
MIAMI (OH) 41-7 
LOUISVILLE 13-27 

FLORIDA 7-24 

at South Carolina 28-35 
ALABAMA 7-48 

at Mississippi State 22-28 
ALABAMA STATE = 48-14 
MISSOURI 17-48 

at Vanderbilt 6-22 

at Georgia 17-59 
TENNESSEE 14-27 


Ser SR ar oe ee 
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Dupree Returns To 
UK To Lead ‘Cats 


It's hard to imagine anything shaking a 6-4, 
267-pound defensive lineman who prints the 
word “savage” on his wrist tape before every 
practice. 

The word serves as a constant, visible reminder. 

“We wanna play like savages,” Kentucky de- 
fensive end Alvin “Bud” Dupree said. “You just 
gotta have that mentality on defense.” 

Playing aggressively has always been Dupree’s 
thing, but leading that way has not. 

When he was an underclassman, there was 
always someone older and more experienced to 
say what needed to be said in the locker room. 

Now Dupree has to be that guy. So he stopped 
worrying and started talking. 

The senior is attacking his leadership role the 
way he attacks opposing quarterbacks on the field. 

“| just had to just throw it to the side and do 
whatever,” Dupree said when asked about his 
fears of speaking up. 

“I've never really been a big talker because 
people really don’t understand what I’m saying. 
So | had to work on my speech and just learn 
how to communicate well.” 

Dupree, who has started 27 consecutive 
games and has received All-SEC mention in 
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| PROFILE 


there.” 


“He’s very energetic, brings energy 
to the special teams and the defense,” 
Stoops said. “He’s good to have out 


Expect that energy to carry over 


: onto the field for the Cats, who are 


Bud Dupree 
Photo by Joe Robbins 


: still searching for reliable return guys. 
: They’re looking at receivers like Ryan 

? Timmons, Demarco Robinson and 

: Javess Blue (among others) to fill those 
roles. 


Highly touted recruit Austin Mac- 


: Ginnis has secured kicking duties, and 
: two-year starting punter Landon Foster 
: returns (41.3 yards per punt with 15 

; inside the 20-yard line). 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Kentucky is going to have to gain its 


: confidence from the early portion of 

? the schedule because the back end is 

: loaded, including four of the Cats’ final 
? six games on the road. 


Unlike last season’s unrelenting 


: schedule, this one offers chances of 
? wins for a mostly young and inexperi- 
? enced group. UK could match its win 


: total from the past two seasons (two) 
: in the first two games of the year — 


each of the past two seasons, is poised to have ? at home against Tennessee-Martin 


an even bigger season after recording 61 tackles ? and Ohio University, then Louisiana- 


: Monroe comes to Lexington in October. 
The Cats’ leading returning tackler pondered 3 


and 9.5 tackles for loss last season. 


leaving after last season for the NFL Draft, but he 
set a goal of becoming a top-tier SEC defensive 


ing a vocal leader. 


When players miss tackles, Dupree gets in 
their faces now. His expectations for the team : 


are high, cornerback J.D. Harmon said. : 
“He sees somebody slacking and he says : 
that’s not what we do, that’s not one of our val- : 
ues as a team,” Harmon said. “Everybody wants 
to follow Bud.” : 
That’s not always a comfortable role, defen- ; 
sive coordinator D.J. Eliot admitted. : 
“When you're a leader, you've got to do what's i 
right, not what's popular,” Eliot said. “Sometimes 
you've got to stand up against popularity and do : 
the right thing and get people to follow you.” : 
That won't be a problem for Dupree, not in his : 
last season at Kentucky. : 
“| don’t care what people say, if | feel like : 
you should do it, I'm going to tell you,” he said. : 
“Winning’s all that matters to me at this point.” : 


Home games against teams like 


: Vanderbilt and Mississippi State may of- 
: fer the Cats their best chance of picking 
end and helping UK continue its rebuilding efforts. : 

So Dupree worked hard in the offseason, ; 
adding 15 pounds of muscle, which he said has : 
made him even more explosive. As he’s changed : 
his body, he also changed his attitude about be- : 


up their first SEC victory since the 2011 
season. 
— Jennifer Smith 


SCHEDULE 


Date Opponent 13 Record 
Aug. 30 TENNESSEE-MARTIN 7-5 
Sept. 6 OHIO 7-6 
Sept. 13 at Florida 4-8 
Sept. 27 VANDERBILT 9-4 
Oct. 4 SOUTH CAROLINA 11-2 
Oct. 11 ULM 6-6 
Oct. 18 at LSU 10-3 
Oct.25 MISSISSIPPI STATE 7-6 
Nov. 1 at Missouri 12-2 
Nov. 8 GEORGIA 8-5 
Nov. 15 at Tennessee 5-7 
Nov. 29 at Louisville 12-1 
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FEATURING 


e 
ruenenter The Crystal Ball 
o— Recruiting predictions from industry experts 
@- e— e 
Nat’l Pos 
247Sports Composite 9.1 
The industry’s most comprehensive and unbiased prospect ranking State Ind. Avg. 


2 D275 exe * asia 


Current Rank 5 New Rank 2 @ 3 


@__09991(:299) . Class Calculator 
@ 09975 (2957) > Generate scenarios to predict your team’s recruiting ranking 
@ 0.9821 25.56) x 
247Sports Mobile Communities 247Sports Radio 
The power of the =~ On Campus with Bill King 
247Sports Network cs Sirius/XM'91 
Anytime, anywhere td Weekdays 7-10am ET 


YOUR TEAM. ALL THE TIME. 


Combining the best in local content and community with cutting-edge social media technology to bring 
you the next generation of college and affinity properties. 


Go to http://247sports.com on your computer, tablet or mobile phone. 


LSU 


>) TOERS 


For more coverage of the Tigers, visit Isu.247Sports.com 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Cam Cameron 


AT A GLANCE 


2013: 
10-3 overall, 5-3 SEC (3rd, West) 


COACH: 
Les Miles — At LSU: 95-24, 9 years; overall: 
123-45, 13 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
15; 6 offense, 7 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

OT La’el Collins, RB Terrence Magee, 
RB Kenny Hilliard, LB D.J. Welter, 

LB Kwon Alexander, S Ronald Martin 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

As usual, an abundance of natural athletic 
ability leads to depth across the board. Collins 
headlines a strong offensive line that will pave 
the way for LSU's reliance on its running game 
featuring Magee and Hilliard. Experience is the 
hallmark of a defense that finished 15th 
nationally last season. The linebackers are 
particularly stout and should uphold LSU’s 


physical reputation. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

There is uncertainty in the wake of having six 
players leave early for the NFL. A revamped 
offense must overcome losing its two leading 
receivers, its top rusher and its quarterback. 
Last year’s top two defensive tackles are gone, 
and a defensive end has moved to linebacker 
in a series of position changes. The secondary 
fell prey to big plays last season. 


KEY LOSSES: 

QB Zach Mettenberger, RB Jeremy Hill, 
WR Odell Beckham, WR Jarvis Landry, 
0G Trai Turner, DT Ego Ferguson, 

DT Anthony Johnson 


OVERVIEW: 

Diversity could well be the hallmark of a 
team with the Tigers’ playmaking skill. There 
is no shortage of weapons at the Tigers’ dis- 
posal, from speed on defense to productivity 
on offense that runs the gamut from ball con- 
trol to quick-striking ability. Consistency is at 
the heart of what can again vault LSU into 
national prominence. 
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DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR; John Chavis 


STADIUM: Tiger Stadium: 92,400 


New-Look LSU Expects Return To Glory in ’14 


( } hange is in the offing at LSU, 
where the Tigers hope a reduc- 
tion in the three conference 

losses that marred last season will spark 

their return as national-title contenders. 

To that end, coach Les Miles re- 
vamped his staff, shifted personnel 
and looked to others to be the critical 
pieces missing from last year’s team that 
finished 10-3 with a 21-14 victory over 
Iowa in the Outback Bowl. 

Even the helmets now feature a 
slightly modified Tiger logo in keeping 
with the altered state of affairs that be- 
gan during the offseason with two new 
assistant coaches. 

Bradley Dale Peveto returned to 
LSU as special teams coordinator and 
defensive assistant after spending last 
season as special teams coordinator and 
safeties coach at Kentucky. Peveto was 
LSU’s special teams coordinator and 
linebackers coach from 2005-07 and its 
co-defensive coordinator in 2008. 

“I consider (LSU) the best college 
football job in the country,” said 
Peveto, who served four years as head 
coach at Northwestern State. 

LSU picked up another SEC veteran 
in Jeff Grimes, who left Virginia Tech as 
offensive line coach and running game 
coordinator to assume the same respon- 
sibilities at LSU. Grimes was offensive 
line coach at Auburn when it won the 
2010 national championship. 

Peveto and Grimes will be put to 
the test quickly. The high-powered 
offense of a year ago needs to be 
reworked with the early exit of its 
two leading receivers (Odell Beckham, 
Jarvis Landry) and top running back 
(Jeremy Hill) to the NFL. Quarterback 
Zach Mettenberger has completed his 
eligibility. Defense should become the 
Tigers’ cornerstone, given the experi- 
ence it gained last season. 


The waging of a quarterback battle 
between redshirt sophomore Anthony 
Jennings and freshman Brandon Harris 
has shifted focus away from the fact 
that LSU may well return to its de- 
pendence on a hard-charging running 
attack that Miles has long favored. 

In any event, the defense must 
show itself to be more consistent than 
last year’s unit which finished 15th 
overall nationally, but surrendered 44 
and 38 points to Georgia and Alabama, 
respectively, and fell prey to Ole Miss’ 
game-winning scoring drive in the 
final 3:15. 

If all goes as planned, the changes 
afoot will produce familiar winning 
results. 


OFFENSE 


No matter which quarterback takes 
the majority of snaps, Anthony Jennings 
and Brandon Harris will be looked to for 
their reliability and understanding of an 
outfit blessed with a veteran line. 

Given all the uncertainty elsewhere, 
LSU is fortunate to have much of its 
experience up front. No one better per- 
sonifies the line’s reputation than senior 
left tackle La’el Collins. Four of LSU’s 
six returning starters on offense can be 
found on the line, with Collins joined 
by senior center Elliott Porter, junior 
guard Vadal Alexander and sophomore 
tackle Jerald Hawkins. 

They’ll be expected to pave the way 
for the athletic Jennings and Harris, as 
well as senior running backs Terrence 
Magee and Kenny Hilliard. 

Pressed into action when starter Zach 
Mettenberger was hurt in the regular- 
season finale at Arkansas last season, 
Jennings threw a 49-yard, game-win- 
ning touchdown pass with 1:15 left. 

He then engineered an Outback Bowl 
victory. Harris, an early 2014 enrollee, 
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Jalen Mills 


Photo by Derick E. Hingle-USA TODAY Sports 


threw three touchdown passes and ran 
for another in the spring game. 

“Competition brings out the best in 
everybody,” Jennings said. “He pushed 
me to do better, and I pushed him to 
do better.” 

Miles added: “There’s some real 
optimism surrounding the position. ... 
It serves us to say that there’s some real 
talent at that spot. We really think that 
we'll develop quite nicely.” 

The same could be said at running 
back, despite the loss of 1,744 rush- 
ing yards and 102 points from Hill 
and Alfred Blue, who joined Hill in 
leaving early. 

They'll be replaced by Magee and 
Hilliard, who were last year’s second- 
and fourth-leading rushers, respectively. 
They combined to rush for 936 yards 
and 15 touchdowns. 

“Tt’s our job as returners to continue 
the legacy in the backfield,” Hilliard 
said. “Just come out and play hard each 


and every day.” 

As much as Miles said LSU still would 
like “to push the ball down the field,” 
no one is likely to match the produc- 
tion of Odell Beckham and Jarvis 
Landry, who took their combined 2,345 
receiving yards and 18 touchdowns to 
the NEL. 

Sophomore Travin Dural has big- 
play ability, evidenced by the fact that 
two of his seven receptions resulted in 
touchdowns last season. Senior Quan- 
tavius Leslie is the only other return- 
ing wide receiver with a reception. 
Senior Rob Bolden, a former Penn 
State quarterback, has been moved to 
wide receiver to further bolster the 
position. 

Tight ends Dillon Gordon and 
Travis Dickson might find their pass- 
catching role increased. Magee and se- 
nior fullback Connor Neighbors added 
seven and six receptions, respectively, 
last season. 


DEFENSE 


The perennial early exodus to the 
NFL again took its toll, but not as 
severely as in 2013 when the rush to 
leave left the Tigers inexperienced and 
vulnerable. 

With seven returning starters, LSU 
already has started off on better footing. 
Nowhere is that more evident than at 
defensive end where senior Jermauria 
Rasco and junior Danielle Hunter pro- 
vide, size, speed and athleticism. . 

Rasco is expected to be at full 
strength after missing spring practice 
following offseason shoulder surgery. 
Rasco recorded a team-high four sacks 
and 56 tackles last season. Hunter had 
one more tackle and one fewer sack. 

“The more snaps he gets,” Miles said 
of the 6-6 Hunter, “the more significant 
he’ll be and the more impact he’ll give 
us. ... I think he’ll start fast and finish 
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Kenny Hilliard 
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POS STARTER YR, — COMMENT 
QB —_ Brandon Harris Fr. 

RB Terrence Magee Sr. 

RB Connor Neighbors* —_Sr. 

WR _ Travin Dural So. 

WR John Diarse Fr. 


Threw three TD passes, ran for one, in spring game. 
Top returning rusher with 626 yards and eight TDs. 
Strong blocker, receiver and special teams performer. 
Beat Arkansas with late-game, 49-yard TD catch. 

Fully recovered from nagging injury that led to redshirt. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Anthony Jennings, So. 
Kenny Hilliard, Sr. 
Melvin Jones, So. 
Quantavius Leslie, Sr. 
Avery Peterson, Fr. 


TE Dillon Gordon* Jr. Made critical catch in game-winning drive at Arkansas. _Travis Dickson, Sr. 
One of nation's best; projected as national award winner. 


Powerful presence who's proven to be versatile as well. 
Transfer from Kentucky established himself in middle. 
Takes over for Trai Turner, who left early for the NFL. 
Started every game after having redshirted. 

Kicked three field goals in last year’s win over TCU. 


LT __La’el Collins* Sr. 
LG Vadal Alexander* Jr. 
C Elliott Porter* Sr. 


RG Evan Washington Sr. 
RT _ Jerald Hawkins* So. 


PK — Colby Delahoussaye* So. 
“Returning Starter 


STARTER YR. 
DE —_Jermauria Rasco* Sr. 
DT Christian LaCouture So. 
DT Quentin Thomas Jr. 


COMMENT 


DE — Danielle Hunter* J. 
LB Kwon Alexander* Jr. 
LB Dw. Welter* Sr. 
LB Lamar Louis Jr. 


CB Tre'Davious White“ So. 
CB Rashard Robinson So. 
SS Corey Thompson J. 

FS __ Jalen Mills* J. 

P Jamie Keehn* Jf. 

“Returning Starter 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


Led team with eight quarterback hurries, four sacks. 
One sack among 11 tackles in limited role last year. 
Recovered a fumble, broke up two passes in 11 games. 
Eight tackles for losses most of any returning player. 
Had 30 solo stops among his 65 total tackles. 

Made career-best 11 tackles against Auburn, 

Recovered a fumble in addition to amassing 25 total tackles. 
Returned two interceptions for a combined 40 yards. 
Intercepted a pass, broke up three others. 

Hard-nosed defender with 40 tackles in 10 games. 
Converted cornerback who intercepted three passes. 
Standout prep javelin thrower, rower in native Australia. 


Ethan Pocic, So. 
Jonah Austin, Jr. 
Ethan Pocic, So. 
Hoko Fanaika, Sr. 
Evan Washington, Sr. 
Trent Domingue, So. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Tashawn Bower, So. 
Greg Gilmore, Fr. 
Maquedius Bain, Fr. 
M.J. Patterson, Fr. 
Duke Riley, So. 
Kendell Beckwith, So. 
Deion Jones, Jr. 

~ Jalen Collins, Jr. 
Dwayne Thomas, So. 
Ronald Martin, Sr.* 
Rickey Jefferson, So. 
Trent Domingue, So. 
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ble starting role this 


fall. A potential work- 


horse feature back 


with the ability to out- : 


run most defensive 
backs, Fournette is 
someone offensive 
coordinator Cam 


Cameron can build an : 


offense around. 


poise and arm 
strength during the 
spring that he seems 
to be running neck 
and neck with 
Anthony Jennings for 
the starting job. 


all-time record. An 
expert route-runner 
with the innate ability 
to get open regard- 
less of coverage 
scheme, Quinn is 

a natural pass catcher 
that should put up big 
numbers in Baton 
Rouge. 
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Pos Ht Wt — Stars Hometown 


Jamal Adams $ H 27 GOOOS  Caroliton, X Hebron 
247Sports Composite rated No. 31 player nationally and No. 5 player in Texas... Under 
Armour All-American... District Most Valuable Player... Had 138 tackles, seven inter- 
ceptions and four passes broken up in final two seasons. 


Donnie Alexander 1B 6-1 2 OOo New Orleans Edina Karr 
Ranked No. 21 player in Louisiana by 247Sports Composite... Had 97 tackles, six 
sacks and two interceptions as a senior... As a junior, had 137 tackles. 
John Battle S$ 6-0 Hallandale, FL 


1g O00 Hallandale 


247Sports Composite rated No. 29 safety nationally and No. 51 player in Florida... 
As a senior, had 95 tackles and two interceptions returned for touchdowns. 


Garrett Brumfield = OL 63 25 OOO0 Baton Rouge 
Second-team USA Today All-American... Ranked No. 6 offensive guard nationally and 
No. 10 player in Louisiana by 247Sports Composite... Under Armour All-American. 


DJ, Chark WR 61 1768 OOO Alexandria Alexandria 
247Sports Composite rated No. 74 wide receiver nationally and No. 20 player in 
Louisiana... Two-time honorable mention All-State... Had 48 receptions for 554 yards 
and three touchdowns as a senior. 


William Clapp Oo 64 25 oooSo New Orleans Brother Martin 
247Sports Composite rated No. 12 offensive guard nationally and No. 15 player in 
Louisiana... Two-time All-State. 


Deondre Clark DBE 63 21 C000 Oklahoma City, OK Douglass 
247Sports Composite rated No. 10 strongside defensive end nationally and No. 3 
player in Oklahoma ... As a senior, had 77 tackles, including 22 sacks. 


Malachi Dupre WR 63 18 ©O6O6000 New Orleans John Curtis 
USA Today All-American... Ranked No. 2 wide receiver and No. 17 player nationally and 
No. 4 player in Louisiana by 247Sports Composite... Under Armour All-American. 


Leonard Fournetie RB 6-1 224 O©@@600 New Orleans 

247Sports Composite rated No. 1 player nationally regardless of position... 
All-American... USA Today National Offensive Player of the Year... Two-time Gatorade 
Louisiana Player of the Year... Had 7,619 career yards rushing. 


Russell Gage AH «660 6175 OOO Baton Rouge Redemptorist 
Ranked No. 26 player in Louisiana by 247Sports Composite... As a senior, had 65 
tackles and eight interceptions... Completed 69 of 141 passes for 740 yards. 


CameronGamble PK §&9 18 OOO Flower Mound, 1 Flower Mound 
247Sports Composite rated No. 14 kicker nationally... Specializes in kickoffs, putting 
19 in the end zone for touchbacks as a senior... Longest field goal was 44 yards. 


Clifton Garrett B 63 20 08000 Plainfield, IL Plainfield South 
Ranked No. 2 outside linebacker nationally and No, 1 player in Illinois by 247Sports Composite... 
Parade honorable mention All-American. .. Selected for U.S. Army All-American Game. 


Davon Gotichaux oT 64 21 o0o00 Plaquemine Plaquemine 
247Sports Composite rated No. 9 defensive end nationally and No. 11 player in 
Louisiana... Suffered a season-ending knee injury in first game of senior season. 


IGERS RECRUITING 2014 Fg eee 


National Rank: 2 


2a7sronrs COMPOSITE. 


John Battle SEG: 2 
An aggressive 
defender with good 
range and ball skills, 
Battle has a chance to 
develop into an 
impact safety once he 
adds the necessary 
weight. Until then, 
look for him to make 
an impact on special 
teams, where his 
attacking style of play 
and ability to move in 
traffic will be assets. 


2015 NEEDS: 


There is no question that after not signing a true 
offensive tackle in the 2014 class, the position 
becomes LSU ‘s biggest need for 2015. They need an 
impact tackle or two that are ready to contribute early. 
Even after signing Fournette, look for Les Miles to 
continue to stockpile the talent in the offensive back- 
field. LSU still could use a couple more playmakers on 
the outside at receiver. On defense, the top need is 
definitely a disruptive presence on the interior line. 

— Kipp Adams 


Pos Ht Wt Stars Hometown 


Branton Harris 62 14 o8ooo Bossier City Parkway 
Enrolled in January... Ranked No. 3 dual-threat quarterback nationally by 247Sports 
Composite... Under Armour All-American... All-State. 


Trey Lealaimatafao «=DT 62 30 GOO San Antonio, TX Warren 
247Sports Composite rated No. 32 defensive tackle nationally and No. 54 player in 
Texas... U.S. Army All-American... All-District... Had 53 tackles, seven quarterback 
sacks, three fumbles caused and two fumbles recovered as a senior. 


Edward Paris, J. CB 60 18 GOO6 Arlington, TX Mansfield Timberview 
Enrolled in January... 247Sports Composite rated No. 5 safety nationally and No. 6 
player in Texas... Played in U.S. Army All-American Game. 


Trey Quinn WR 60 192% OOOO Lake Charles Barbe 
Parade All-American... USA Today All-American... Ranked No. 11 wide receiver nation- 
ally and No. 8 player in Louisiana by 247Sports Composite... Three-time All-State... As 
a senior, had 1,967 yards receiving and 23 touchdowns... Set Louisiana record for 
career receptions (357) and receiving yards (6,566). 


Sione Teuhema DB 6&4 215 oOo Keller, TX Keller 
247Sports Composite rated No. 21 weakside defensive end nationally and No. 43 
player in Texas... Participated in U.S. Army All-American Game... Had 96 tackles, 
including 19 tackles for loss, and 10 sacks as a senior. 
Tony Upchurch WR 62 28 6666 


Pearland, TX Glenda Dawson 


Ranked No. 51 wide receiver nationally and No. 36 player in Texas by 247Sports 
Composite... As a senior, had 62 receptions for 897 yards and six touchdowns... Had 
347 yards rushing and six touchdowns. 


Travonte Valentine ODT 63 325 Oooo Hialeah, FL Champagnat Catholic 
247Sports Composite rated No. 3 defensive tackle and No. 65 player nationally, and 
No. 9 player in Florida... Played in U.S. Army All-American Game... Had 85 tackles, 
including 31.5 tackles for loss, and 16 sacks as a senior. 


Devin Voorhies S 61 17 OO06 Woodville, MS Wilkinson County 
Parade All-American... Gatorade Mississippi Player of the Year... 247Sports Composite 
rated No. 20 safety nationally and No. 5 player in Mississippi... Started at quarterback 
and safety... As a senior, completed 138 of 221 passes for 2,374 yards and 19 touch- 
downs... Had 2,027 yards rushing and 15 scores, averaging 10.8 yards per carry... 
Had 67 tackles, including nine tackles for loss, two sacks and two interceptions. 


dacory Washingion TE 65 215 OOO0 Westlake Westlake 
Ranked No. 4 tight end nationally and No. 13 player in Louisiana by 247Sports 
Composite... Participated in UnderArmour All-American Game... Had 36 receptions for 
518 yards and three touchdowns as a senior. 


Darrel Williams RBO5-11 209 OOOS Marrero John Ehret 
247Sports Composite rated No. 20 running back nationally and No. 16 player in 
Louisiana... As a senior, had 2,201 yards rushing and 32 touchdowns... Had six recep- 
tions for 309 yards and three touchdowns... Starting quarterback in 2012, had more 
than 1,000 yards rushing and scored 27 touchdowns. 
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No, Name 


TIGERS SPRING ROSTER 


Ht Wt Cl. 


Hometown 


218 Jr. Miners Rest, Australia 


74 Vadal Alexander 


4 Kwon Alexander 


98 Jordan Allen 


71 Jonah Austin 


30 Jeremy Land DB 


47 Maquedius Bain 


19 Jeffrey Lang WR 


John Battle 


41 TommyleBeau S 


Kendell Beckwith 


51 Conner LeBlanc 


Brandon Bergeron 


Trey Lealaimatafao DT 


Rob Bolden 


53 Grant Leger LB 


Logan Boudreaux 


15 Quantavius Leslie WR 


Josh Boutte 


23 Lamar Louis LB 


Tashawn Bower 


54 Justin Maclin DE 


Luke Boyd 


14 Terrence Magee RB 


Lenny Breda 


63 KJ. Malone OL 


Garrett Brumfield 


26 Ronald Martin $s 


D.J. Chark 


35 Devante Meullion FB 


Alex Cheramie 


28 Jalen Mills CB 


William Clapp 


S| S| 2/2) 2) 2/5) 2) 5/2 


47 John David Moore TE 


| 
| 


Deondre Clark 


Oklahoma City, OK 92 Lewis Neal DE 


Jake Clise 


Baltimore, MD 43 Connor Neighbors FB 


La'el Collins 


_ Baton Rouge 17_ Myles O'Brien LB 


Jalen Collins 


Olive Branch,MS 24 Ed Paris Jr. cB 


Jason Cormier 


Austin, TX 93 MJ. Patterson DE 


Colby Delahoussaye PK 5-10 


New Iberia © 2 Avery Peterson WR 


John Diarse 


WR 6-1 


Monroe 42_ Michael Petty LB 


Micah Dickens 


CB 5-10 


DryProng 50 Christian Pittman LB 


Travis Dickson 


TE 63 


Ocean Springs, MS 77 Ethan Pocic 


Andy Dodd 


OL 64 


Lindale, GA 55 _ Elliott Porter 


Trent Domingue 


Mandeville Trey Quinn 


Malachi Dupre 


New Orleans 59 Jermauria Rasco 


Travin Dural 


Breaux Bridge  11_ Hayden Rettig 


Fehoko Fanaika 


Sacramento, 40_Duke Riley 
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Ronnie Feist 


Edgard 21 Rashard Robinson DB 


Reid Ferquson 


Buford, GA 51 Jonathan Rucker LB 


Leonard Fournette 


New Orleans 31 Bennett Schiro FB 


Jake Franklin 


New Bern, NC 89 DeSean Smith 


Russell Gage 


Baton Rouge 


Cameron Gamble 


TE 
87 Kevin Spears wR 
TE 


Flower Mound, TX 84 Logan Stokes 


~_ Glifton Garrett 


Plainfield, IL 10 Austin Suits 


Matthew Gibson 


$s 
ty) 


Baton Rouge 44 Tre’ Sullivan B 


Greg Gilmore 


27 Brandon Surtain DB 


Hope Mills, NC 


Davon Godchaux 
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Dillon Gordon 


Jordan Harper 


Brandon Harris 


Jerald Hawkins 


Reshaud Henry 


Travonta Herod 


Frank Herron 


Kenny Hilliard 


Danielle Hunter 


Miguel James 


Rickey Jefferson 
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Anthony Jennings 


Mickey Johnson 


Deion Jones 


S/A/S/S|B/S/K/N|S/HRBleSig|) (sr 


Melvin Jones 


LB 6-3 245 
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INDIVIDUAL STATS 


a\z/e\e 


GP Effic Cmp Att Int Pct Yards 
ZMettenberger 12 «1714 «192 296 8 64.9 3082 
A.Jennings 9 101.7 13 29 1 448 181 

GP No. Yards Avg 1D Long Avg/G 
J.Landry 13 7 1193: 155 #10 45 918 
0.Beckham 13 59 1152 19.5 8 63 886 
J. Hill 12 18 «#181 «10.1 0 3 154 

GP Att Gain Loss Net Avg 1D 
J. Hill 12 203 1423 22 1401 69 16 
T. Magee 13 86 644 18 626 7.3 8 
A. Blue 13 71 3540 «11 343 4B 1 


Tackles: L. Barrow 91, D.J. Welter 80, J. Mills 67 

Tackles for loss: A. Johnson 9, D. Hunter 8, two tied with 6.5 
Sacks: J. Rasco 4, four tied with 3 

Interceptions: J. Mills 3, C. Loston 3, T. White 2 
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NOTEBOOK 


I" what has to be one of the earliest commitments 
on record, LSU received a nonbinding commitment 
in March from an eighth grader when quarterback 
Zadock Dinkelmann pledged himself to the class of 
2018. 

The 6-4, 190-pound Dinkelmann is the nephew of 
former NFL quarterback Ty Detmer, who won the 
Heisman Trophy at Brigham Young in 1990. 
Dinkelmann committed to LSU while playing for 
St. Andrew's Episcopal School in Austin, Texas. 

Dinkelmann is scheduled to play for the Somerset 
High School freshman team this fall while his 
cousin, Koy Detmer Jr., plays his final year for the 
varsity. Koy’s father and Ty’s brother also played in 
the NFL. Their sister, Dee, is Dinkelmann’s mother. 
The Detmer patriarch and Dinkelmann’s grandfa- 
ther, Sonny, is Somerset’s head coach. 

* In his quest to kick field goals, kickoff specialist 
James Hairston announced plans to transfer after 
graduating in May. NCAA rules will allow Hairston to 
kick immediately for an FBS school. Despite his 
scholarship status, Hairston could never supplant 
walk-ons for field goal or extra-point duty. He 
recorded 48 touchbacks last season. 

¢ As part of a fundraising effort that coincided 
with renovation of the Jeff Boss Locker Room in 
Tiger Stadium, approximately 100 old lockers were 
sold for nearly $4,000 each. A price of $3,950 gave 
the buyer a locker in its current condition. For an 
additional $230, the locker was refurbished to its 
original condition. 

¢ LSU's consistency as a winner has led to a con- 
stant stream of fans into the stands as borne out by 
the fact that the Tigers ranked in the top 10 nation- 
ally in home attendance for the 14th consecutive year 
last season. 

With an average of 91,418 at home, LSU finished 
eighth nationally. LSU has averaged more than 
90,000 fans at home for the past 13 years. 

¢ In a football first between the schools, LSU and 
UCLA will kick off a home-and-home series in the 
Rose Bowl on Sept. 4, 2021. UCLA will visit Tiger 
Stadium on Aug. 31, 2024. 


OPPOSING COACHES VIEW 


© On the offense: “Their quarterback, Anthony 
Jennings, is very good. He’s Johnny Manziel-like 
as far as making a play with his feet. | like LSU. 
They lost two great receivers (Odell Beckham and 
Jarvis Landry) and a stud running back (Jeremy 
Hill) but (freshman) Leonard Fournette will be a star 
and it's been proven even in the SEC that a fresh- 
man running back can make a huge difference. 
They won't have much of a passing game but 
they've won before without one." 

¢ On the program overall: "They're always 
talented on defense. And (coordinator) John Chavis 
does a great job year in and year out. They've lost 
17 players to the pros early in two years and 
they're still good. That’s a testimony to the talent in 
Louisiana and Les Miles’ recruiting." 
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Anthony Jennings 
Photo by Steve Beyer 


Hunter is hoping for as much in 
“doing what the coaches tell me to do 
and working together with the whole 
defensive line.” Hunter said he and 
his teammates must continue to get 
“stronger in the weight room” and 
improve their technique in an effort 
to better themselves. 

Sophomore Christian LaCouture 
and junior Quentin Thomas have 
seen the most action among a host 
of tackle candidates. 

Linebacking has undergone an 
overhaul, although senior D.J. Welter 
remains entrenched in the middle after 
finishing second on the team with 80 
tackles last season. Welter continues 
to be pushed by sophomore Kendell 
Beckwith, who moved in the spring 
after collecting 11 tackles as a backup 
outside linebacker and defensive end 
last season. 

Junior Kwon Alexander has switched 


2011 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK | OFFENSE PER GAME 
Scoring 35.7 Scoring 29.8 
Rushing 202.6 Rushing 173.7 
Passing 152.5 Passing 200.5 
Total 355.1 Total 374.2 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PERGAME RANK 
11.3 2 
90.1 5 

171.4 8 
261.5 2 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Pass 
Total 


PER GAME 
17.5 
101.6 
206.0 
307.6 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
+20 


RANK 
+ 1.43 2 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
+16 + 1.23 
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2012 RANKINGS 


Tie/5 


from strongside to weakside linebacker 
after amassing 65 tackles, including 6.5 
for loss, last season. Junior Lamar Louis 
has taken over at weakside linebacker 
in the wake of collecting 25 tackles as 
Welter’s backup. 

Alexander proved himself adept in 
his new spot with a 26-yard intercep- 
tion return for a touchdown in the 
spring game. 

“That's what learning all the plays 
will get you,” he quipped afterward. 

Alexander’s example is sure to influ- 
ence those around him, including junior 
backup Deion Jones, who returned his 
interception for a 67-yard touchdown. 

Similar results are expected from the 
defensive backs, with six different play- 
ers having battled through injury and 
misfortune at safety last season. 

Junior Jalen Mills seems to have 
found a home at weak safety after the 
one-time cornerback started there for 
the first time in the Outback Bowl. 
Senior strong safety Ronnie Martin 
and junior Corey Thompson combined 
for 78 total tackles last season and 
are expected to push each other after 
Thompson missed spring practice while 
recovering from offseason knee surgery. 

Sophomore cornerbacks Rashard 
Robinson and Tre’Davious White played 
their way into the starting lineup last 
season, supplanting the veterans ahead 
of them. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


This is the place to be for kicks with 
the return of last year’s starting punter, 
place-kicker and deep snapper. 

Junior Jamie Keehn, a transplanted 
Australian, averaged 41.0 yards on 43 
punts. He had 10 punts of better than 
50 yards, including a personal-best 
58-yarder. Eighteen of his kicks were 
downed inside the 20-yard line. 


2013 RANKINGS 


RANK | OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
58 Scoring 35.8 T-23 
50 Rushing 202.3 29 
92 Passing 251.0 44 
85 Total 453.3 35 


RANK | DEFENSE 
12 Scoring 
9 Rushing 
28 Passing 


8 Total 340.7 


RANK | TOMARGIN PER GAME 


+0 +0.0 


RANK 
T-61 
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10-YEAR WINNING TREND 


% 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 


BEST & 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 
OT La’el Collins 


Already has proven his value 
by returning for his senior 
year to an offense crippled by 
early defections to the NFL. ... 
Candidate for a host of post- | 
season honors after playing in 
808 snaps with 65 knock- 
downs last season. ... SEC 
Offensive Lineman of the 
Week in his first game at left tackle after having spent 
two seasons at guard. ... A powerful run blocker who 
has started 25 of the 32 games in which he's played. ... 
Has 134.5 career knockdowns in 1,690 snaps. 


EMERGING STAR 
WR Travin Dural 


Caught only seven passes as 
a redshirt freshman, but two 
went for touchdowns, ... Gave 
notice of his electrifying ability 
with a 49-yard touchdown 
catch with 1:15 left to beat 
Arkansas in the regular-season 
finale, 20-13. ... Amassed 145 
receiving yards with all of his 
receptions having resulted in first downs or touchdowns. 
... Averaged a team-high 20.7 yards per catch. ... 
Workload will increase markedly after LSU lost its three 
leading pass catchers to the NFL. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


RB Leonard Fournette =—_ 
(jeu | 
Heralded star at St. F : : 
Augustine High School in ahs | 
New Orleans, where he - 


rushed for 7,619 career 
yards and 88 touchdowns. ... 
Expected to see action 
quickly after two of LSU's 
top three rushers left early 
for the NFL. ... As a senior, 
rushed for 1,792 yards and 16 touchdowns in carry- 
ing his team to the state semifinal game. ... Named 
Mr. Football by the Louisiana Sports Writers 
Association and the Class 5A Offensive Most Valuable 
Player by the Louisiana Football Coaches Association. 


RESULTS 

10-3, 5-3 

W vs. TCU (Arlington) 

WwW UAB 

W KENT STATE 

WwW AUBURN 

L at Georgia 

W at Mississippi State 

W FLORIDA 

L at Ole Miss 

W FURMAN 

L at Alabama 

W TEXAS A&M 

WwW ARKANSAS 
Outback Bowl 

Ww vs. lowa 
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Collins Returns To 
Finish Job at LSU 


ather than join six of his LSU teammates in 
leaving early for the NFL, offensive left tackle 
La’el Collins elected to return for his senior year. 

Why? 

“| think the bigger question is, ‘Why wouldn’t 
| come back?’” he asked. 

In addition to returning to an enjoyable atmo- 
sphere of practice and games, Collins said he'll 
have an opportunity to complete his degree in 
general studies while also having “a shot at win- 
ning a national championship.” 

Upon hearing Collins’ comments at a press 
conference called to announce his decision, 
coach Les Miles chimed in: “I like that answer. 
| like practicing with this guy.” 

With good reason, too. Collins continually puts 
forth the effort that has transformed him into one 
of the nation’s top returning offensive linemen. The 
opportunity to improve his worth as a college player 
and NFL draftee figured into Collins’ verdict. 

“! feel like | have so much more potential and 
room to grow,” he said. “That's why I’m making 
this decision. It wasn’t hard. | get a chance to 
really focus on everything | need to work on.” 

After two years as a guard, Collins prospered 
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: of 14 field goal attempts, including his 
: longest of 49 yards. Junior Reid 

: Ferguson will handle deep snapping 

? chores for the third year in a row. 


touchdowns last season. 


Even without former high school teammate 
Jeremy Hill, a running back who was one of : 
those who left early for the NFL, Collins expects 
the running attack “to be the strength of our of- < 
fense because we’ve got veteran running backs : 


and a great offensive line.” 


Seniors Terrence Magee and Kenny Hilliard 
will be counted upon to compensate for the loss : 
of Hill, who rushed for more than 1,000 yards 
last season. LSU also lost a pair of 1,000-yard : 


receivers in Odell Beckham and Jarvis Landry. 


Even with the early departure of guard Trai 
Turner, LSU returns four starting offensive line- : 
men. Having Collins back “will just bolster that : 
group,” Miles said. “We'll be a dominant offen- e 


sive line yet again.” 


In looking to accomplish that feat, Collins said 
he will do whatever is necessary under the tute- : 
lage of veteran offensive line coach Jeff Grimes, : 
who spent last year at Virginia Tech after having 
worked at Auburn in its 2010 national-champi- : 


onship season. 


Sophomore place-kicker Colby 
Delahoussaye, a former high school 
soccer player, was nearly perfect in his 
first year of action. He connected on 13 


Senior Terrence Magee and sopho- 


more Travin Dural will have ex- 

; panded roles in returning kickoffs 
: and punts as replacements for the 
? departed Odell Beckham. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


For the fourth time in five years, the 


? Tigers will play a nationally televised 

: game at a neutral site when they open 
: the season against Wisconsin in the 

: AdvoCare Texas Kickoff in Houston’s 

? Reliant Stadium on Aug. 30. 


That will be a stern early test, given 


that the Badgers finished 9-4 last season 
: and won the Big Ten Conference as 


OL La’el Collins : 

, Photo by RD Moore : 

7 7 E Tiger Stadium. 
at left tackle last season. In his first start at the : 
position, he earned Southeastern Conference of- : 
fensive Lineman of the Week honors against TCU. : 
He received SEC Coaches All-SEC second- : 
team recognition after playing 808 snaps with : 
65 knockdowns. A powerful run blocker, Collins : 


helped the Tigers rush for a school-record 37 : the Tigers will be looking for revenge at 


: home against both teams. 


recently as 2012. 

The home opener Sept. 6 will feature 
two-time FCS runner-up Sam Houston 
State in the first of seven games inside 


Kentucky replaces Georgia from the 
SEC Eastern Division after the Bulldogs 
handed LSU one of its three losses last 
year. So, that’s a trade LSU can live with 
this season. Last year’s other losses came 
against Ole Miss and Alabama — and 


— David Moormann 


SCHEDULE 


Aug. 30 vs. Wisconsin (Houston) 9-4 
Sept.6 SAM HOUSTON STATE 9-5 
Sept. 13 ULM 6-6 
Sept.20 MISSISSIPPI STATE 7-6 
Sept.27 NEW MEXICOSTATE 2-10 
Oct. 4 at Auburn 12-2 
Oct. 11 at Florida 4-8 
Oct. 18 KENTUCKY 2-10 
Oct. 25 OLE MISS 8-5 
Nov. 8 ALABAMA 11-2 
Nov. 15 at Arkansas 3-9 
Nov. 27 at Texas A&M 9-4 
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THE BEST COLLEGIATE FEATURE YOU WILL EVER BUY! 
FOR YOUR NEAREST DEALER VISIT US AT 
www.concrete-sports.com 


Also available in LSU, Ole Miss, 


CONCRETE SPORTS South Carolina and Clemson. 


www.concrete-sports.com 


AT A GLANCE 


2013: 
8-5 overall, 3-5 SEC (T-5th, West) 


COACH: 
Hugh Freeze — At Ole Miss: 15-11, 2 years; 
overall: 45-18, 5 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
14; 5 offense, 9 defense 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Bo Wallace, WR Laquon Treadwell, 

LT Laremy Tunsil, DE C.J. Johnson, 

DT Robert Nkemdiche, LB Serderius Bryant, 
DB Tony Conner, S Cody Prewitt 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

Ole Miss returns a three-year starting quarter- 
back, its top two leading rushers and a wide 
receiver group that is short on experience but 
long on talent. The defense is loaded. The ros- 
ter, for the first time in the Hugh Freeze era, 
looks like an SEC team, and should play fast 
and physical. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

The Rebels lost one of the best receivers in 
school history, along with three starters and 
five total contributors on the offensive line. 
Two-time All-SEC linebacker Denzel 
Nkemdiche will watch at least the first game 
because of a suspension, and Ole Miss will 
also be breaking in a new kicker and punter 
for the first time in years. 


KEY LOSSES: 
RB Jeff Scott, WR Donte Moncrief, C Evan 
Swindall, LB Mike Marry, CB Charles Sawyer 


OVERVIEW: 

Ole Miss won 15 games the past two seasons, 
including a pair of bowls. But everyone is cir- 
Cling this as the year in which the Rebels 
could take a big jump, both in total wins and 
in the SEC West standings. There’s plenty of 
talent on hand, but Ole Miss must find a hand- 
ful of capable offensive linemen in order to 
allow its offense to move the ball against the 
SEC’s best. 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Dan Werner, Matt Luke 


OLE MISS 


REBELS 


For more coverage of the Rebels, visit olemiss.247Sports.com 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Dave Wommack, Jason Jones 


STADIUM: Vaught-Hemingway Stadium: 60,580 


Stability on Staff, Roster Has Rebels Thinking Big 


he biggest change for Ole Miss is 
| that very little has changed. 

Now entering their third season 
under coach Hugh Freeze, the Rebels 
have gained stability. Fourteen start- 
ers return, not including a handful of 
others who were starters before missing 
most of 2013 with injuries. 

That list of returning starters includes 
a three-year starting quarterback (Bo 
Wallace), an AP All-American safety 
(Cody Prewitt) and the bulk of a talent- 
ed 2013 recruiting class that has already 
produced four Freshman All-Americans 
and a couple of All-SEC talents. 

Freeze also brought back every as- 
sistant from last season and has lost 
only one since hiring his initial staff 
in late 2011/early 2012. The offense 
and the defense are the same ones that 
have won 15 games (including a pair of 
bowls) in years one and two. 

There’s also a belief that, while no 
one in the Southeastern Conference 
easily concedes ground, enough other 
teams in the SEC West have enough 
major changes to make it possible for a 
program like Ole Miss to take a step up. 

“There’s no more, ‘Well we got to 
get this, we got to get that,’” sixth-year 
linebacker Deterrian Shackelford said. 

“The time is now. And I feel like we’re 
put in a great position. We got a lot of 
veterans coming back. I feel like we can 
do a lot of great things, but we have 
to stay humble and we have to keep 
working. In spite of all the hype and all 
that stuff, we have to stay humble and 
continue to work and we can go far.” 

The program exceeded all expecta- 
tions, even Freeze’s, by winning six 
games and then the BBVA Compass 
Bowl in 2012, and then did one better 
with seven wins and the Music City 
Bowl in 2013. Fans, just like players 
and coaches, can do that math and 


wonder if nine or 10 wins is possible 
this fall. 

Freeze will not predict that, but he 
clearly likes what he sees. 

“V’ll only talk about one expecta- 
tion and it’s the only one I have: For 
us to win each day leading up to At- 
lanta when we play Boise State,” said 
Freeze, referencing the Aug. 28 season 
opener. “I know beyond a shadow of 
a doubt we’re a better football team 
than we were two years ago or last 
year. I don’t know what that means 
in the win-loss column.” 


OFFENSE 


Ole Miss’ offense was good last 
season, and occasionally even prolific. 
But it could also be anemic, and that 
cost the Rebels in losses to SEC West 
rivals Alabama, Auburn and Missis- 
sippi State. 

But after scoring 22.5 points and 
gaining 5.5 yards per play in eight 
SEC games (both ninth in the 14- 
team league), Freeze and co-offensive 
coordinators Dan Werner (quarterbacks) 
and Matt Luke (offensive line) did not 
pursue wholesale changes. 

Instead they're hoping that a group 
of returning veterans, bolstered by an 
emerging pack of talented underclass- 
men, will better make this offense go — 
or at least be more consistent. 

Freeze’s offense is classified as a 
spread, but that may be a bit mislead- 
ing. Ole Miss will snap from the shot- 
gun almost exclusively and almost 
always has at least three wide receivers 
on the field, but from those forma- 
tions come a more traditional offense 
with power runs and a short passing 
game. 

It’s just done fast, which is why 
Freeze joined buddies like Auburn's 
Gus Malzahn, Arizona’s Rich Rodri- 
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aN 
Laquon Treadwell 


Photo by Joe Robbins 


guez and Texas A&M’s Kevin Sumlin 
in advocating against the proposed 
10-second (defensive substitution) rule 
change. 

At the head of the offense is three- 
year starter Bo Wallace, who is the 
SEC’s leading returning passer, but was 
never considered among the confer- 
ence’s best last season. What he does 
well, and why he is a fit for Ole Miss, 
is run the read-option. He’s become 
especially adept at making a quick read 
on the defensive end’s placement, and 
choosing either to hand the ball off or 
take it himself. 

And if the middle linebacker also goes 
into the box, Wallace will look to throw 
a slant to either the tight end (Evan 
Engram, 21 receptions in eight games as 
a freshman) or sophomore slot receiver 
Quincy Adeboyejo. A year ago it was 
Engram and Laquon Treadwell taking 
advantage, but the loss of Donte Mon- 
crief forced Treadwell to the outside. 


Treadwell, still only a sophomore, 
will get the same kind of bracket/double 
coverage that Moncrief saw, but while 
Treadwell is not yet as fast as Moncrief, 
he’s even stronger and gives Wallace 
a big target. 

“He's just gotten so big and strong, 
and he didn’t lose any speed,” Wallace 
said. “The way he’s able to use his body, 
he’s always had pretty good hands and 
he definitely understands the offense.” 

Left tackle Laremy Tunsil gave up one 
sack all of last season and is easily the 
team’s best lineman. But Ole Miss will 
be looking for improvement from every 
other position, even after losing three 
starters to graduation. 

Left guard Aaron Morris tore his 
ACL in Week One and should help 
now that he’s recovered, and coaches 
also really like sophomore Austin 
Golson (a converted guard moving to 
right tackle. Justin Bell could end up 
at guard or center. 


DEFENSE 


With nine returning starters and a 
cast of contributors also back, defen- 
sive coordinator Dave Wommack has 
a lot of reasons to feel good about his 
unit’s chances. 

But a defense that was in the top half 
of the SEC against the run and the pass, 
as well as on the scoreboard, has to get 
better in one significant way. Ole Miss 
simply has to sack the quarterback. 

The Rebels only brought down the 
quarterback 20 times in 13 games 
last season, and just 11 times in eight 
conference games. Only Tennessee was 
worse among league teams. 

One of the guys who is technically 
not a returning starter but is expected 
to help is redshirt junior defensive 
end C.J. Johnson, who is healthy after 
missing almost all of last season with 
a leg injury. 

“| think he’s already bigger, stronger, 
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SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB —_Bo Wallace* Sr.__ Three-year starter is SEC's leading returning passer. DeVante Kincade, Fr. 


RB I'Tavius Mathers Jr. 
WR Laquon Treadwell* So. 
WR Quincy Adeboyejo So. 
WR Vince Sanders Sr. 


TE Evan Engram So. 
LT __Laremy Tunsil* So. 
LG Aaron Morris Sr. 
C Ben Still Jr. 


RG __ Daronte Bouldin Fr 
RT Austin Golson So. 


May be the best runner in a crowded backfield, 

Caught 72 passes in the slot in 2013, now moves outside. 
At 6-3, he’s a dangerous weapon in the slot. 

Missed spring with injury, but he’s another big-play threat. 
Caught 21 passes in eight games as a freshman. 

Gave up one sack all season, is improving as a run blocker. 
Missed almost all of last season with torn ACL. 

Has little playing experience, will be pushed by backups. 
Squats 600 pounds and benches 420, and plays like it. 
Converted guard is long and athletic on the edge. 


Jaylen Walton, Jr.* 
Cody Core, Jr. 
Markell Pack, Fr. 
Collins Moore, Sr. 
Channing Ward, Jr. 
Christian Morris, Fr. 
Justin Bell, Jr.* 
Robert Conyers, So. 
Rod Taylor, Fr. 

Fahn Cooper, Jr. 


PK Gary Wunderlich Fr.___Was No. 1 kicker in the class of 2014 according to Rivals.com. _ Andy Pappanastos, Fr. 


“Returning Starter 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE Cw. Johnson Sr.__ Leading pass-rusher in ‘12 healthy after injury-riddled 2013. __Breeland Speaks, Fr. 


DT — Robert Nkemdiche* Sr. 
DT _ Issac Gross Jr. 
DE Fadol Brown So. 
LB Serderius Bryant* _ Sr. 
LB _Deterrian Shackelford Sr. 
DB Tony Conner* So. 
CB Derrick Jones So. 


Former top recruit looked fantastic this spring. 

Only 250 pounds, but quick off the ball and gets penetration. 
Florida International transfer sat out last season, butis strong. Carlos Thompson, Sr. 
Led team in tackles, tackles for loss and forced fumbles. 
Sixth-year senior is moving to middle linebacker. 

Perfect fit for hybrid S/OLB position in 4-2-5. 

Long with good hip movement; will draw No. 1 assignments. 


Bryon Bennett, Sr.* 
Woodrow Hamilton, Jr.* 


Denzel Nkemdiche, Jr. 
Christian Russell, Jr. 
Chief Brown, Jr. 

Cliff Coleman, Sr. 


CB Mike Hilton* Jr Undersized and not the best athlete, but fights for everything. _ Senquez Golson, Sr.* 


SS___ Trae Elston* Jr. 
FS Cody Prewitt* Sr. 
P _ Will Gleeson Fr, 
*Returning Starter 


Three-year starter is a big-hitter with decent cover skills. 
All-American led the SEC with six INTs last season. 
Part of trend of Australians picking up the sport. 


Anthony Alford, So. 
C.J. Hampton, Fr. 
Grant Warren, Fr. 
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3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 


DK. Buford 


R 


Tee Shepard C.J. Hampton Rod Taylor 

The No. 1 JUCO cor- Hampton has every- A case could be made 
nerback in the 2014 thing you look for ina H for either/both 

class, Shepard could true cover safety — 247Sports Composite 


easily make the big- 
gest impact of any 


Ole Miss signee as he ; 
is a big time player at : 


a major position of 


need. He has the size, 


long arms, field 
awareness and con- 
sistent tackling ability 


size, athleticism, work H 


ethic and instincts, 
and he is already 
pushing to start this 
fall. His impressive 
start during spring 
practice gave Ole 
Miss the consistency 
they were looking for 


four-star linemen from 
Jackson (Miss.) 
Callaway, but Taylor 
gets the slight nod here 
because of depth issues 
along the Rebels’ offen- 
Sive line. A physical 
mauler in the trenches, 
Taylor uses his impres- 


to provide an immedi in the defensive back- sive size to stonewall 

ate upgrade at corner- ; field, and resulted in defensive linemen, and 

back. + Chief Brown moving moves extremely well 
to nickelback. for his size. 


Pos Ht Wt 


ATH 5-11 19 GOO = Oxford 
247Sports Composite rated No. 8 all-purpose back nationally and No. 12 player in 


Stars 


Hometown 


Lafayette 


Mississippi... Had more than 3,600 career offensive yards and 49 touchdowns. 


Fahn Cooper 


O 65 315 OOO — Crystallake, IL 
Ranked No. 7 junior college offensive tackle and No. 28 junior college player nationally 


College of DuPage 


by 247Sports Composite... Reshirted his true freshman year in 2011. 


Kendrick Doss 


player in Alabama. 


Sammie Epps 


Composite. 


Victor Evans 


DE 64 25 O00 


Q@ 62 215 GOO — Florence, AL 
247Sports Composite rated No. 18 dual-threat quarterback nationally and No. 17 


T 65 2155 GOO — Greenwood 
Ranked No. 13 tight end nationally and No. 9 player in Mississippi by 247Sports 


Dallas, TX 


Florence 


Greenwood 


Skyline 


Ranked No. 45 weakside defensive end nationally by 247Sports Composite. 


DeMarquisGates 1B 62 215 ©@6 Hampton, GA 


Lovejoy 


247Sports Composite rated No. 35 outside linebacker nationally... Missed senior season. 


C.J. Hampton DB 6-1 1% GOO6 Meridian Meridian 
247Sports Composite rated No. 11 safety nationally and No. 2 player in Mississippi. 


Dayall Harris 
Ranked No. 75 wide receiver nationally and No, 11 player in Mississippi by 247Sports 
Composite. 


WR 63 18 O66 Jackson Callaway 


MarquisHaynes DE 63 225 ©@@© Jacksonville, FL Fork Union Military Academy 
247Sports Composite rated No. 1 prep school defensive end and No. 7 prep school 
player nationally. 


Akeem Judd RB OD 215 OOO Durham, NC Georgia Military College 
Ranked No, 1 junior college running back and No. 31 junior college player nationally by 
247Sports Composite. 


Jeremy Liggins ATH 6-4 286 OO Oxford Northeast Mississippi CC 
247Sports Composite rated No. 1 junior college athlete nationally. 


Garrali McDowell DL 62 260 GOOO Covington, LA Covington 
Ranked No. 17 strongside defensive end nationally by 247Sports Composite... 
UnderArmour All-American... District Defensive Most Valuable Player. 


Alvin Moore 1B 6&1 20 OOO _ Bassfield 
247Sports Composite rated No. 42 inside linebacker nationally... All-State. 


EBELS RECRUITING 2014 fen 7 ee 
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Committments 26 
Average Stars 3.27 
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Total Stars 
Marquis Haynes National Rank: 15 SEC: 8 
A state champion 3 
high jumper with a 2zazsronrs COMPOSITE 


personal best 6-10, 
as well as a 10.76 
100 meter dash 
runner at 6-3, 
220-pounds, Haynes 
is a physical freak. 
After a monster 
spring, Haynes still 
needs to add weight, 
but will definitely be 
in the defensive end 
rotation giving the 
Rebels a natural 
rusher off the edge. 


2015 NEEDS: 


The key to Ole Miss taking the next step in the SEC is 
better quarterback play. The Rebels might get that in 
2014 from Bo Wallace, but either way, a signal caller 
to build around is needed in the 2015 class. The 
Rebels could use a bigger tight end that can also help 
block in the running game, as well as few more receiv- 
ers. Speaking of size, taller cornerbacks and safeties 
that can bring the boom would be welcomed. An 
impact player at outside linebacker should be a priority. 
— Kipp Adams 


Ht Wt 


Calvin Moore ATH «66-0 19 GOO  Bassfield 
Ranked No. 47 athlete nationally by 247Sports Composite... All-State. 


Stars Hometown 


Christian Moris = OLS 6-6 ©OO© Memphis, TN 
Transfer from UCLA... Enrolled in January... 247Sports Composite rated No. 25 offen- 
sive tackle nationally and No. 8 player in Tennessee as prep senior in 2012. 


Markell Pack WR 63 18 OO6O60 Punis Purvis 
247Sports Composite rated No. 21 wide receiver and No. 133 player nationally and 
No. 3 player in Mississippi... Mississippi Offensive Player of the Year. 


Tyler Putman OL 65 25 OOO — Southaven DeSoto Central 
Ranked No. 63 offensive tackle nationally and No. 20 player in Mississippi by 
247Sports Composite. 


Sean Rawlings OL 65 285 O@6  Mailison Madison Ridgeland Academy 
Ranked No. 86 offensive tackle nationally by 247Sports Composite... All-State. 


Christian Russell 1B 6-1 233 OOO — Fayetteville, NC East Mississippl CC 
247Sports Composite rated No. 2 junior college linebacker nationally and No. 7 junior 
college player in Mississippi... Second-team NJCAA All-American. 


Holmes CC 


Tee Shepard 
247Sports Composite rated No. 1 junior college cornerback nationally. 


DB 6-1 1% G@OOO Fresno,CA 


Jordan Sims OL 64 348 GOOG — Homewood, AL Homewood 
Ranked No. 21 offensive guard nationally and No. 14 player in Alabama by 247Sports 
Composite. 


Breeland Speaks DL 6-4 28 OO@O Jackson Callaway 
247Sports Composite rated No. 9 defensive tackle and No. 193 player nationally and 
No. 4 player in Mississippi... Mississippi Defensive Player of the Year. 


Rod Taylor OL 63 320 OOOO Jackson 
Ranked No. 2 offensive guard and No. 47 player nationally and No. 1 player in 
Mississippi by 247Sports Composite... UnderArmour All-American... All-State. 


Kendarius Webster DB 5-11 17 @@© — Stockbridge, GA Stockbridge 
247Sports Composite rated No. 24 cornerback nationally and No. 26 player in Georgia. 


Chris Williams OT 61 287 OOO — Tyrone,GA Sandy Creek 


Ranked No. 35 defensive tackle nationally by 247Sports Composite. 


Gary Wunderlich K 60 18 ©O6 Memphis, IN Memphis University School 
247Sports Composite rated No. 4 placekicker nationally... USA Today second-team 
All-American... UnderArmour All-American... As a senior, made nine of 14 field goals. 
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Quincy Adeboyejo 


REBELS SPRING ROSTER 


Hometown 


Cedar Hill, TX 


Anthony Alford 


Petal 


Justin Anderson 


Houston, TX 


Darone Bailey 


Brandon Bell 


Justin Bell 


Bryon Bennett 


Jameel Best 


Memphis, TN 


Trey Bledsoe 


Grenada 


Daronte Bouldin 


Canton 


Eugene Brazley 


New Orleans, LA 


Chief Brown 


Winona 


Fadol Brown 


| 


Charleston, SC I'Tavius Mathers 


Murfreesboro, TN 


Matt Brown 


gligis =| 2 ¢lelsislviziglye 


Cordova, TN Quadarias Mireles 


Delray Beach, FL 


Serderius Bryant 


2/9 /5/8/8/8/8/8|\8 8/8 Sis/8iz 


Sanford, FL Collins Moore 


Madison, AL 


Ryan Buchanan 


Jackson Herbert Moore 


Memphis, TN 


Quintavius Burdette 


Senatobia Kallo Moore 


Rosedale 


Billy Busch 


St. Louis, MO Aaron Morris 


Jackson 


77 Talbot Buys 


Vicksburg Christian Morris 


Memphis, TN 


Cliff Coleman 


Lauderale Lakes, FL Denzel Nkemdiche 


Loganville, GA 


Tony Conner 


Batesville Robert Nkemdiche 


Loganville, GA 


Robert Conyers 


Miami, FL Nathan Noble 


Greenville 


Cody Core 


Auburn, AL Andy Pappanastos 


Montgomery, AL 


Carlos Davis 


Birmingham, AL Nicholas Parker 


Batesville 


Luke Davis 


Trussville, AL Tayler Polk 


Brandon 


Will Denny 


Jackson Jimmy Potepa 


Monrovia, Liberia 


Mark Dodson 


Memphis, TN Cody Prewitt 


Bay Springs 


Kendrick Doss 


Florence, AL Ty Quick 


Terry 


Ble|~|S/S\8\sl\a 


Dylan Dyer 


Flora Hunter Raines 


Tupelo 


_ 
= 


Will Easter 


Rosemary Beach, FL 


Fort Worth, TX 


_ 


Trae Elston 


Oxford, AL 


Fayetteville, NC 


Evan Engram 


Powder Springs, GA 


Macon 


Will Few 


as\6\s/*\elslaisla|=|=eleiele 


Augusta, GA 


Jackson 


Andrew Fletcher 


Nashville, TN 


Decatur, AL 


Kyle Fowler 


=|=|5)a/8|8|a|8/8/5/6/S/s/2/8 


Johns Creek, GA 


Fairhope, AL 


Craig Frigo 


Bay St. Louis 


Florence, AL 


Jordan Gallegos 


New Albany, OH 


Saltillo 


Will Gleeson 


Melbourne, Australia 


Memphis, TN 


Austin Golson 


Prattville, AL 


Batesville 


Senquez Golson 


g|2|"|3/2 


Pascagoula 


Horn Lake 


Tyler Gray 


Pelahatchie 


Hollandale 


Josh Gregory 


Alpharetta, GA 


Milton, GA 


Issac Gross 


Batesville 


Crete, I. 


Woodrow Hamilton 


Lake City, FL 


C.J. Hampton 


Olive Branch 


Marquis Haynes 


Pulaski, TH 


Darrius Henderson 


Memphis, TN 


Mike Hilton 


Channing Ward 


S/S/VjRlyo|S/L/S/Bl/2l3/Bl/S/A/Sl/sl\s\s 


Lavon Hooks 


Grant Warren 


65 Chase Hughes 


Jordan Wilkins 


10. C.J. Johnson 


James Wilson 


52 Davion Johnson 


John Youngblood 
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Taz Zettergren 


B.Wallace 13 138.09 283 437 10 648 3346 
B.Brunetti 12 16462 23 41 0 561 294 
GP No. Yards Avg 1D Long Avg/G 

L. Treadwell 13 72 8.4 5 38 468 
D.Moncrief 13 59 938 159 6 67 722 

3 A 

a1) 

{.Mathers 12 9 575 12 563 59 3 
J.Walton = 13 113 539 «16 «5234.6 6 
J. Scott 8 67 497 4 493 74 2 


Tackles: S. Bryant 78, C. Prewitt 71, T. Conner 66 

Tackles for loss: S. Bryant 12.5, |. Gross 9, R. Nkemdiche 8 
Sacks; |. Gross 3,5, S. Bryant 3, C. Whigham 2.5 
Interceptions: C. Prewitt 6, S. Golson 2, five tied with 1 
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NOTEBOOK 


le Miss will begin the 2014 season in not one, but 
two NFL stadiums. 

Plans have been in place for several years for the 
Rebels to play Boise State in Atlanta's Georgia Dome 
(home of the Falcons). That game is on Aug. 28, as 
part of the Chick-fil-A Kickoff Classic. 

But Vanderbilt announced in April plans to move its 
Sept. 6 game against Ole Miss to LP Field in Nashville, 
where the Tennessee Titans play. 

Ole Miss actually finished the 2013 season at LP 
Field, in a Music City Bowl win against Georgia Tech. 

¢ A competition to back up quarterback Bo 
Wallace (and be the frontrunner to start in 2015) may 
extend into the season. 

The chief competitors are a pair of redshirt fresh- 
man, Ryan Buchanan and DeVante Kincade. The 
two are quite different: Buchanan grew up an Ole 
Miss fan in Jackson, Miss., and is known for his 
pocket presence, accuracy and understanding of the 
playbook. Kincade was an Elite 11 quarterback out of 
Dallas who throws a strong football and can run like 
no one else among Ole Miss’ quarterbacks. 

Ole Miss left spring without naming a No. 2, and 
could let that competition linger through the season. 

Adding some curiosity to the whole thing is 296- 
pound Jeremy Liggins, who played quarterback in 
high school and is trying to do the same at Ole Miss. 
He's behind the other two, but got better by the end 
of spring. 

¢ For the past 25 years, Ole Miss has given the 
Chucky Mullins Award to an outstanding defensive 
player, in the memory of a former star player who was 
paralyzed during a game in 1989 and later died. 

But sixth-year linebacker Deterrian Shackelford 
is the first two-time winner of the award. Shackelford 
will wear Mullins’ No. 38 jersey this season. 

He was given the award in 2011, after tearing his 
ACL during a practice. He missed the entire 2011 and 
‘12 seasons because of the injury (it required two 
surgeries), but returned to the field last season and 
had 44 tackles (7.5 for loss) as a reserve linebacker/ 
defensive end. 


OPPOSING COACHES VIEW 


¢ On the offense: "The (hurry-up) scheme 
Hugh Freeze runs helps them. Bo Wallace being 
back for a third year in the system helps. He 
puts up good numbers. And they've got a big- 
time receiver (Laquon Treadwell). Their running 
backs are effective in the scheme, also. They're 
shifty and hard to tackle. They moved the ball 
on everybody except Alabama until late in the 


season when they were banged up." 


* On the defense: "They're not complex. 
Their kids play hard and know what they're 
doing. The Nkemdiche brothers are talented, but 
the linebacker (Denzel) didn’t play very well last 
year. He’s a bit overrated. Moving Robert from 
end to tackle gives them a more athletic front 
four." 
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faster,” defensive line coach Chris Kiffin 
said. “With the full summer and offsea- 
son ahead of him, I think he’ll be ready 
to go in the fall and be better than he 
has been in his whole career.” 

Johnson led the Rebels in sacks with 
6.5 as a sophomore in 2012. Coming 
off the rush end, it’s fair to expect that 


2011 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PER GAME 
Scoring 16.1 
Rushing 129.6 
Passing 151.7 
Total 281.3 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


31.5 
173.9 
249.9 
423.8 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PER GAME 
32.1 
224.9 
194.4 
419.3 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


27.6 
129.3 
246.5 
375.8 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 


-8 - 0.67 AL - 0.08 
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2012 RANKINGS 
PER GAME 


PER GAME 


TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 


sort of production again. And he’ll be 
helped by a line that has improved 
across the board: Defensive tackle 
Robert Nkemdiche, the former No. 1 
prospect, looked fantastic in the spring, 
using his strength and speed to beat 
guards off the ball. Same thing for nose 
tackle Issac Gross. 

Ole Miss will likely use Florida Inter- 
national transfer Fadol Brown at the 
other end, but can double-down on 
speed in passing situations with Carlos 
Thompson or freshman Marquis 
Haynes. 

All-SEC linebacker Serderius Bryant 
was suspended from the team follow- 
ing an offseason arrest, but he gave 
up his spring break to go on a mis- 
sion trip to Haiti and seems to have 
re-focused himself. He’ll be alongside 
sixth-year senior Deterrian Shackel- 
ford in the middle of Ole Miss’ 4-2-5 
defense. 

If Ole Miss can get to the quarter- 
back, it will help a secondary that 
struggled to cover elite receivers for 
inordinate periods of time. Sophomore 
Derrick Jones was pressed into service 
last season, but coaches rave about his 
length (6-2) and ability to run with re- 
ceivers. Across from him will be either 
of two undersized veterans, Senquez 
Golson or Mike Hilton, with Cody 
Prewitt (six interceptions) leading the 
safeties. 

Wommack was forced to make do 
last season when injuries wrecked his 
depth chart. He got through, even if 
the pass rush did suffer. Now, with 
everyone back and healthy, he likes 
what he sees. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Two years ago Ole Miss rolled the dice 
by redshirting both its punter and kick- 
off specialist, in order to preserve their 


2013 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PER GAME 
Scoring 30.0 
Rushing 190.0 
Passing 283.3 
Total 473.3 


RANK | DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 


Total 


370.5 


TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 


63 +1 +0.1 T-56 
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10-YEAR WINNING TREND 


% 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100] W 


BEST & 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 
WR Laquon Treadwell 


As a freshman last season, 
finished third in the SEC in 
receptions (72) and was in the 
top-20 in yards (608) and 
touchdowns (five). ... Treadwell 
will move to the outside to 
replace Donte Moncrief, who 
left early for the NFL. ... 
Exploded onto the scene with 
nine catches for 82 yards in his first college game. ... 
Caught nine passes against Mississippi State, and eight 
against Texas A&M and Arkansas. ... Still looking for first 
100-yard game, but move out of slot should help. 


EMERGING STAR 
DB Tony Conner 


Made an interception on his 
first college play, the start of 
a freshman season that saw 
him earn All-SEC and 
Freshman All-American 
honors. ... Plays the “husky” 
position in Ole Miss’ 4-2-5 
defense, a hybrid of safety, 
cornerback and linebacker. ... 
Finished with 66 tackles (five for loss) and six pass 
deflections in 2073. ... As he gains strength in offsea- 
son program could become more of a third linebacker, 
but still adept in pass coverage. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


S Anthony Alford 

Was Southern Miss’ leading 
passer in 2012 before trans- 
ferring to Ole Miss and moving 
to safety. ... Sat out last sea- 
son because of NCAA transfer 
rules, but pushed incumbent 
Trae Elston for the No. 1 
strong safety job this spring. 
... A natural hitter, Alford will 
definitely be a key part of Ole Miss’ special teams units. 
... A third-round pick of the Toronto Blue Jays, Alford is 
playing minor league baseball in the summer. 


RESULTS 
8-5, 3-5 
at Vanderbilt 
SOUTHEAST MISSOURI 
at Texas 
at Alabama 
at Auburn 


39-35 
31-13 
44-23 

0-25 
22-30 
38-41 
27-24 
59-14 
34-24 
51-21 
10-24 
10-17 


ARKANSAS 
TROY 
MISSOURI 
at Mississippi State (OT) 
Music City Bowl 


vs. Georgia Tech 25-17 
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Now Healthy, Much 
Expected of Wallace 


0 Wallace and Ole Miss needed each other. 

Wallace wanted to be a starting quarterback, 
preferably in the SEC, and Ole Miss needed 
a starting quarterback. 

That was in 2012, and as the two entities en- 
ter their third and final season together the part- 
nership is creating dividends. Mainly because 
Wallace, the SEC’s leading returning passer 
(3,346 yards, 18 touchdowns) after an offsea- 
son exodus of signal-callers, is showing signs of 
coming into his own. 

“| really think he took a step, a big step,” 
quarterbacks coach Dan Werner said. 

“It's the first time he’s been truly healthy; he 
knows the scheme. We’re running plays now 
where | would call a play and the other guys 
would just run it. Bo sees something and he and 
| have talked, so he knows if he sees something 
then to give (the defense) this.” 

Said Wallace: “I played the way | wanted to 
(in the spring). | felt in control almost all of the 
time. | feel really good. | just try to go out there 
and get my arm strength to another level. That's 


PROFILE 


Bo Wallace 
Photo by Joe Robbins 


J 


final years of eligibility for 2013. 
It worked out: Tyler Campbell was the 
fourth-best punter in the league (44.4- 


: yard average), and Andrew Ritter will go 
: down in Ole Miss history for kicking a 

: game-winning field goal against then- 

: No. 6 LSU. 


But both are gone, and none of the 


potential replacements has punted or 
: kicked a field goal in a college game. 


A lot will depend on Gary Wun- 


: derlich, an Ole Miss fan growing up 

: and the No. 1 high school kicker in 

: the country according to Rivals.com. 

: But Wunderlich punted in the Under 
4 Armour All-American game, and could 
: end up doing one or both at Ole Miss. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Ole Miss will get its season started 


: ina fairly big way, playing Boise State 
? on Thursday night in Atlanta as part 

: of the Chick-fil-A Kickoff Classic. The 

: next week Ole Miss heads to Vander- 

: bilt for its first SEC game. Get through 
: that and a 4-0 start is possible, leading 
: up to a big home game on Oct. 11 

: against Alabama. 


Auburn and Mississippi State also 


: come to Oxford, but the Rebels must 


: travel to LSU, Texas A&M and Arkan- 


really the only thing that can hold me back.” : 

Arm strength was a problem last season. His : 
passing yards were a result of throwing the ball : 
a lot, because his yards per attempt (7.7) was : 
down from 2012 and eighth in the SEC. The re- : 
hab from shoulder surgery in January 2013 bled : 
long into the offseason, and Wallace’s arm sim- : 
ply lost strength. By the time the calendar flipped : 
to November, anything downfield was painful to : 
throw — and watch. j 

Everyone wants Wallace, the No. 2 passer in : 
school history behind Eli Manning, to be able to : 
stretch defenses vertically this fall. So everything : 
is about building strength back in that shoulder. : 

Beyond that, consistency will help Wallace. : 
He dropped his interceptions from 17 to 10 in : 
his second year as the starter, but threw three in : 
a loss to Mississippi State in the Egg Bowl. : 

Ole Miss wants more of the guy who led a ; 
comeback against Vanderbilt, threw for 300 : 
yards in back-to-back weeks against Texas : 
A&M and LSU, and had a startling 416 against 
Arkansas. If Wallace can get to that level week- : 
to-week, the SEC’s leading returning passer may : 
end up being the SEC’s best quarterback. : 

And what started out as a marriage of conve- ; 
nience could end up being much more than that. : 


: sas. Tennessee is this year’s SEC East 


rotation opponent and is coming to 


: Oxford. That game does not sound 
: that difficult, but neither did Missouri 
: a year ago and that turned out to be 


: a loss. 

— Hugh Kellenberger 
Date Opponent 13 Record 
Aug. 28 vs. Boise State (Atlanta) 8-5 
Sept. 6 at Vanderbilt 9-4 
Sept. 13 LOUISIANA 9-4 
Sept. 27 MEMPHIS 3-9 
Oct. 4 ALABAMA 11-2 
Oct. 11 at Texas A&M 9-4 
Oct. 18 TENNESSEE 5-7 
Oct. 25 at LSU 10-3 
Nov. 1 AUBURN 12-2 
Nov. 8 PRESBYTERIAN 3-8 
Nov. 22 at Arkansas 3-9 
Nov.29 MISSISSIPPI STATE 7-6 
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MISSISSIPPI STATE 


BULEEDOGS 


For more coverage of the Bulldogs, visit mississippistate.247Sports.com 


AT A GLANCE 


2013: 
7-6 overall, 3-5 SEC (T-5th, West) 


COACH: 
Dan Mullen — At Mississippi State and 
overall: 36-28, 5 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
18; 8 offense, 8 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Dak Prescott, RB Josh Robinson, 

WR Jameon Lewis, WR De’Runnya Wilson, 
DT Chris Jones, LB Benardrick McKinney, 
CB Taveze Calhoun, CB Will Redmond 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

Mississippi State is loaded on the defensive 
line. The Bulldogs hope to rotate up to 11 
players. The defense as a whole is the 
strength of the team. It returns 19 of the 22 
from last year’s two-deep. The offense returns 
eight starters, but is more unproven. It will 


have one of the top quarterbacks in the 
conference, though. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

Without question the biggest issue is special 
teams, specifically field goal kicking. That unit 
continued to struggle throughout the spring. 
Offensively, Mississippi State has depth on the 
line, but it needs to fill holes at guard and 
tackle. And when center Dillon Day went down 
in the spring, MSU struggled to find a backup 
to execute shotgun snaps. 


KEY LOSSES: 

G Gabe Jackson, RB LaDarius Perkins, 
DE Denico Autry, LB Deontae Skinner, 
S Nickoe Whitley 


OVERVIEW: 

After a mediocre 2013, the Bulldogs are poised 
to finish with one of their best seasons in a while. 
Mullen won nine games in his second season 
with the Bulldogs in 2010. Four years later, that’s 
the goal again. The success will be built upon a 
strong defense and a playmaking quarterback. 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Billy Gonzales, John Hevesy 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Geoff Collins 


STADIUM: Davis-Wade Stadium: 55,082 


Bulldogs Carrying High Expectations into the Fall 


an Mullen’s sixth spring in 
D Starkville came to an end as his 

best. For a month, Mississippi 
State worked behind its new football 
complex. While the Bulldogs broke 
ground on the 2014 season, tractors 
tore up their old practice field as part 
of a $1.5 million renovation. 

This is a new Mississippi State program. 
Bowl eligible is no longer good enough. 

“We're trying to make a run, man. 
We're trying to shock the world,” wide 
receiver De’Runnya Wilson said. “Us 
getting it down in the spring will help 
us with the 15-game stretch in the fall.” 

Wilson didn’t forget the Bulldogs play 
12 regular-season games. 

A trip the Southeastern Conference 
championship in Atlanta bumps the 
number to 13. Add two more games for 
the new four-team playoff and you ar- 
rive at 15 games. 

It’s OK to carry big expectations into 
the season. 

Mississippi State has gone to a pro- 
gram-record four straight bowl games. 
The Bulldogs return 18 starters from a 
year ago. None enter the season with 
higher expectations than quarterback 
Dak Prescott. 

The junior is the face of Mississippi 
State’s new look. 

He forever etched his name into MSU 
lore with a fourth-quarter comeback 
against Ole Miss. Adding to the stuff of 
legend, Prescott hadn’t played in three 
weeks, including the first three quarters 
of the Egg Bowl. Mullen called his 
appearance in the game “a miracle.” 

For those impressed by numbers, 
he’s the Southeastern Conference's ac- 
tive leader in rushing touchdowns by 
a quarterback with 17. He’s second in 
rushing yards with 947. Only Auburn’s 
Nick Marshall has more at 1,023. 

He heads Mississippi State’s offense 


as well as the team’s hype. The season 
remains months away, but he’s already 
answering Heisman Trophy questions. 

“| just pay attention to what happens 
on this campus and what happens in our 
football facility,” Prescott said. “I just go 
in each day and try to get better.” 

Mullen put Brian Johnson in charge 
of the face of the program. Johnson, the 
2009 Sugar Bowl MVP, joins Mullen’s 
staff as the quarterbacks coach. 

The head coach recruited Johnson 
to Utah as a player. The former Utes 
quarterback had similar skills to that 
of Prescott. 

“When you see (Prescott), you can 
tell he’s a quarterback. He carries him- 
self with a certain demeanor that draws 
people to him,” Johnson said. “He has 
some special abilities and special tools.” 


OFFENSE 


The Bulldogs can’t run on Dak 
Prescott alone. 

Josh Robinson takes over at running 
back for LaDarius Perkins. Mullen’s 
offense has always had a talented back, 
from Anthony Dixon to Vick Ballard to 
Perkins and now Robinson. 

“It’s passed down to me,” Robinson 
said. “I stay in touch with all three of 
those guys. I’m trying to do something 
that they haven’t done. I’m trying to 
make history.” 

Robinson helped MSU to its fourth 
consecutive bowl game, rushing for 107 
yards against Arkansas. The Bulldogs 
needed to win in Little Rock and against 
Ole Miss to become bow! eligible. 

At receiver, Mississippi State pos- 
sesses the depth to give Prescott more 
than enough weapons for the Bulldogs 
to have one of the most explosives 
offenses in the conference. 

Senior Jameon Lewis returns as the 
leading receiver in the SEC with 923 
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Jameon Lewis 


Photo by RD Moore 


yards last season. He hopes to build 
upon the momentum from last year by 
adding consistency. Despite his break- 
out season, Lewis still finished three 
games with three or less receptions. 

He should have help in his final year 
at MSU. Sophomore De’Runnya Wilson 
left the basketball team early to focus 
on spring football. Wilson caught 26 
passes for 351 yards and three touch- 
downs as a true freshman last year. 

It was the most successful freshman 
season for a wideout since Chad Bum- 
phis in 2009. Bumphis left MSU as its 
all-time leading receiver in yards (2,270) 
and touchdowns (24). 

Prescott and Wilson focused on devel- 
oping their chemistry even more this 
spring. They only way to do that is reps. 

According to Wilson, mission accom- 
plished. 

“On my routes, coming out of my 
breaks when the ball is going to be 
there, he puts it there,” Wilson said. “By 


dadas 
—- 
Mi 
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Dak Prescott 
Photo by Steve Beyer 


the time I turn my head around, 
the ball’s going to be there.” 

On paper the offense will be under 
new direction. Les Koenning left to be 
the wide receivers coach at Texas. Billy 
Gonzales and John Hevesy were pro- 
moted to co-offensive coordinators. 

At the end of the day, though, it’s 
Mullen’s offense. 


DEFENSE 


It all starts up front for Mississippi 
State's defense. The Bulldogs return 
eight defensive linemen who played in 
at least 10 games last season. 

Five-star prospect Chris Jones returns 
for his second season in Starkville. He 
was recruited out of Houston, Miss., as 
a defensive end, but with his size (6-5, 
300), MSU moved him to tackle. 

Jones has accepted his role much 
more than last year. 

“Everyone wants to play on the end. 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 
QB Dak Prescott* Jr. 
RB Josh Robinson dt. 
WR Jameon Lewis* Sr. 


WR De'Runnya Wilson So. 
WR _ Robert Johnson* Sr. 
TE MalcolmJohnson* —_ Sr. 


LT _ Blaine Clausell* Sr. 

LG Jamaal Clayborn $0. 
C Dillon Day* Sr. 

RG Justin Malone Jr. 

RT Damien Robinson Sr. 
K Evan Sobiesk* So. 
“Returning Starter 


Set program records for rushing by a QB, in only 11 games. 
Becomes the starter after departure of LaDarius Perkins. 
Finished with second-most yards by a WR in program history. 
Posted best season by a freshman WR since 2009. 
Mississippi State's second-leading pass catcher last year. 
Bounced back after missing most of 2012. 

Needs to step up performance with Gabe Jackson gone at LG. 
Saw limited time last year, but played well in the conference. 
The anchor of Mississippi State's offensive line. 

Recovering from a broken foot he suffered in season-opener. 
Lost battle last year in camp, it’s handed to him this year. 
Split time last year with Devon Bell; named starter this year. 


He told me he likes the inside a lot 
more. Coming in he wanted to play on 
the end,” senior Preston Smith said. 
“But I guess he likes the inside better.” 

Smith reaped the benefits last year 
as Jones began to hit his stride. Smith 
won the Liberty Bowl defensive MVP 
award while playing next to Jones, who 
consistently dealt with double teams in 
his first year. 

“He doesn’t have to get a sack for him 
to be responsible for a sack,” Mullen 
said, “He doesn’t need to be the one to 
make the tackle for us to have us result 
in a tackle. I think there’s some matu- 
rity in understanding that because guys 
want to make plays.” 

The coaching staff referred to the 
linebackers as the heart of the defense 
last year. It could be the same in 2014. 
The Bulldogs return two of their three 
starters, including leading tackler Be- 
nardrick McKinney. The junior looks to 
return to numbers he put up as a fresh- 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Damian Williams, So. 
Ashton Shumpert, So. 
Fred Ross, So. 

Joe Morrow, Jr.* 
Fred Brown, So. 
Brandon Hill, Sr. 
Rufus Warren, Jr. 
Ben Beckwith, Sr.* 
Archie Muniz, Sr. 
Devon Desper, So, 
Jocquell Johnson, Jr. 
Westin Graves, Fr. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


STARTER YR. COMMENT 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE Preston Smith* Sr. Won defensive MVP in the 2013 Liberty Bowl. A.J. Jefferson, So. 
DT Chris Jones So. Tied for team lead with 7 TFLs and second with 3,0 sacks, Kaleb Eulls, Sr.* 
DT ‘PJ. Jones* Sr. Battled a foot injury last season, still bothered him in the spring. Curtis Virges, Sr. 
DE — Ryan Brown Jt. Coaching staff admitted not playing him enough in 2013. Nelson Adams, So. 


LB Matthew Wells* Sr. 
LB Benardrick McKinney* Jr. 


LB Beniquez Brown So. 
CB Taveze Calhoun* Jr. 
CB —_Jamerson Love* Sr. 
SS Jay Hughes Sr. 
FS __ Justin Cox Sr. 
P Devon Bell* Jr. 


“Returning Starter 


Had 50 tackles, 6 TFLs, which was second on the team. 

Led MSU with 71 tackles; could bolt to NFL after this year. 
Jumps into the starter’s role this season. 

Will be asked to fill the role of playmaker on defense. 

Led the team with 10 passes defended. 

Missed all of 2013, tore his Achilles’ in the season-opener. 
Moved to his natural position after a year at corner. 

Taken off FG duties; he led the team with punts inside the 20. 


Zach Jackson, Jr. 
Richie Brown, So, 
Dezmond Harris, Fr. 
Cedric Jiles, So. 

Will Redmond, Jr. 
Kendrick Market, Jr.* 
Kivon Coman, So. 
Westin Graves, Fr. 
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Aeris Williams Gerri Green Darrion 
The Mr. Football Green is coming off Hutcherson 
award winner for the Nov. ACL surgery, but A former Auburn 


state of Mississippi, 
Williams rushed for 
2,209 yards and 30 
touchdowns as a 
senior. He is big, 


he should be ready to 
go when fall camp 

opens, The 6-5, 230- 
pound linebacker will 
likely be used on spe- 


explosive and has soft : cial teams and off the 


hands, so Dan Mullen : 


and Co. will have to 
find a way to get 
Williams, built like 


edge in 2014 as he 
gets reps to take over 
full time at linebacker 
in 2015. He is a spe- 


signee, Hutcherson 
has NFL potential and 
at 6-7, 260-pounds 
has a chance to cre- 
ate huge mismatches 
in coverage Hutcherson 
can do it all at tight 
end — block inside or 
flex out wide — and 
should provide a 


sophomore Ashton cial talent with a much-needed big tar- 
Shumpert, on the bright future in blit get for Mississippi 
field this fall. situations. State in the red zone. 


Ht «Wt Stars Hometown 


Bryant OB 511 1% O00 Tunica 
247Sports Composite rated No, 54 ar nationally and No. 14 player in Mississippi... 
As a senior, had 896 yards rushing and 10 touchdowns on 117 carries... Had 22 recep- 
tions for 339 yards and two touchdowns... Completed 11 of 15 passes for 257 yards and 
two touchdowns... Had 37 tackles and two interceptions, returning one for touchdown. 


Deion Calhoun Oo 63 35 OOO Pleasant Grove, AL Restoration 
Ranked No. 76 offensive guard nationally and No. 52 player in Alabama by 247Sports Composite... 
All-State... Played offense and defense... Helped team to state championship game. 


Ronald Cochran Oo 64 2 OO Olive Branch Olive Branch 
247Sports Composite rated No. 57 player in Mississippi... Helped team to 358 points 
in senior season, averaging 29.8 points per game. 


Will Coleman OE 65 248 OOO Tyler, TX Tyler JC 
Ranked No. 3 junior college weakside defensive end nationally and No. 5 junior college 

layer in Texas... As a sophomore, had 66 tackles (63 solo), including eight tackles for 
oss, four sacks, one fumble caused and one fumble recovered. 


Logan Cooke KP 65 20 O90 Kokomo Columbia Academy 
247Sports Composite rated No. 2 punter nationally and No. 37 player in Mississippi... 
Had 19 of 22 kickoffs for touchbacks, averaging 86.4 percent, as a senior... Averaged 
44.2 yards per punt... Had 14 receptions for 225 yards and two touchdowns. 


Deshon Cooper 1B 62 29 O00 Atlanta, GA ; Columbia 
Ranked No. 61 outside linebacker nationally and No. 63 player in Georgia by 247Sports 
Composite ... All-State... As a senior, made 49 tackles, including 17 tackles for loss, 
16 sacks, five fumbles caused and one fumble recovered... Had 18 receptions for 335 
yards and three touchdowns. 


Lashard Durr CB 511 «181 OO6 Harrison Central 
247Sports Composite rated No. 54 cornerback nationally and No. 21 player in 
Mississippi... All-State... Had 61 tackles, three interceptions and seven passes broken 
up as a senior... Had 11 receptions for 287 yards and three touchdowns... Made four 
touchdowns on punt returns. 


65 2155 OO90 


Jamoral Graham =WR 5-10 1655 OOOO _ Decatur : Newton County 
247Sports Composite rated No. 21 athlete nationally and No. 6 player in Mississippi... Had 
421 yards rushing and five touchdowns on 52 carries as a senior... Had seven receptions 
for 91 yards and one touchdown... Returned three punts for 79 yards and one touchdown. 


JT. Gray S 60 1% 900 Clarksdale Clarksdale 
Ranked No. 59 athlete nationally and No. 15 player in Mississippi by 247Sports 
Composite... As a senior, had 58 tackles... Had 939 yards rushing and 16 touch- 
downs... Had 112 tackles (75 solo) and two interceptions as a junior. 


Geri BO ©oOCco Greemille Weston 
247Sports Composite rated No, 8 player in Mississippi... Had 98 tackles, including 11.5 
tackles for loss, five sacks, seven passes broken up, three fumbles caused and one 
fumble recovered as a senior... Had six receptions for 96 yards and two touchdowns. 


Grant Harris TT 63 20 6O60 Bolton Clinton 
Ranked No. 47 strongside defensive end nationally and No. 23 player in Mississippi by 
247Sports Composite... As a senior, had 92 tackles, including 10 tackles for loss, four sacks 
and two fumbles caused... Had 71 tackles, six sacks and one fumble caused as a junior. 
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Total Stars 14 
National Rank: 35 SEC: 12 


Brandon Bryant 
He has the potential 
to earn early playing 
time at safety and 
should be a consis- 
tent last line of 
defense for the 
Bulldogs. Bryant has 
good instincts, rarely 
gets beat deep and 
comes downhill well 
in run defense. Once 
he focuses on one 
position he can be as 
good as he wants. 


2a7sronrs COMPOSITE 


2015 NEEDS: 


Dan Mullen needs a playmaker at inside linebacker — 
in fact he could use several impact linebackers. A pair 
of defensive tackles that can plug the gaps are needed, 
as well as a true center with the talent to play early, 
because one was not signed in the last class. The 
Bulldogs did sign five offensive linemen in the 

2014 class, but obviously you can never have enough. 


Pos Ht Wt Stars Hometown 


Jordan Harris Oo 65 28 OOO Stone GA Stephenson 
247Sports Composite rated No. 64 offensive guard nationally and No. 67 player in 
Georgia... Helped offense score 383 points, averaging 31.9 points per game, as a senior. 


Braxton Hoyett TT 63 25 OOO Pelham, AL Pelham 
Ranked No. 60 player in Alabama by 247Sports Composite... As a senior, had 73 
tackles, including nine tackles for loss, three sacks and one fumble recovered... Had 
101 tackles, including 15 tackles for loss, and 10 sacks as a junior. 


Darron Hutcherson TE 67 20 OOO Dadeville, AL ct 
247Sports Composite rated No. 2 junior college tight end nationally and No. 17 junior 
college player in Mississippi... As a sophomore, helped team ped 432.9 yards per 
game... Helped team to state junior college championship as a freshman. 


Jesse Jackson «=6ssWR sss Ds OO__s~Pzaetal ap Petal 
Ranked No. 54 wide receiver nationally and No. 10 player in Mississippi by 247Sports 
Composite... Under Armour All-American... Did not play senior season due to injury... 
As a junior, had 39 receptions for 842 yards and 11 touchdowns. 


Elgton Jenkins Oo 64 23 600 Clarksdal Clarksdale 
247Sports Composite rated No. 33 player in Mississippi... All-State... All-Region... 
Played offense and defense... As a senior, had 19 tackles and two sacks. 


Jocquell Johnson «= OL 64 305 OOO Copiah-Lincoln CC 
Enrolled in January... Ranked No, 14 junior college offensive tackle nationally and 
No. 20 pitas college player in Mississippi by 247Sports Composite... Started eve 
game of two-year junior college career... Helped team to average 33.7 points and 432. 
yards per game as a sophomore. 


Dontavian Lee ROT O21 OOO Forrest County Agricultural 
247Sports Composite rated No. 80 running back nationally and No. 31 player in 
Mississippi... Helped team to state championship... As a senior, had 1,590 yards 
rushing and 13 touchdowns on 222 carries... Had 29 receptions for 432 yards and 
eight touchdowns. 


Ravian Pierce Tt 64 25 6660 Fr. Lauderdale, FL. Plantation 
Ranked No. 15 tight end nationally and No. 45 player in Florida by 247Sports Composite. 


Chris 60 182 000 a Byhalia 
247Sports Composite rated No. 38 player in Mississippi... All-State... Had 324 yards 
rushing and three touchdown on 32 carries as a senior... Had 64 tackles, including six 
tackles for loss, two sacks, and three fumbles recovered, returning two for touchdowns. 


Elijah Staley OB 66 21 OOO Marietta, GA Wheeler 
Ranked No. 34 dual-threat quarterback nationally by 247Sports Composite... Playing 
in five games as a senior, completed 72 of 115 pases for 1,072 yards and 12 touch- 
downs... Had 102 yards rushing and two touchdowns. 


Cory Thomas tT 65 23 ooo AL McAdory 
247Sports Composite rated No. 25 strongside defensive end nationally and No. 16 ee 
in Alabama... Two-time All-State... As a senior, had 75 tackles and three sacks... Played 


for defense that allowed only 161 points during season, averaging 12.4 points per game. 


Aeris Williams RB O61 «2200 OOOO  WestPoint West Point: 
Ranked No. 21 running back nationally and No. 7 player in Mississippi by 247Sports 
Composite... Mississippi Offensive Player of the Year... Had 3,994 career rushing 
yards... Had 1,697 yards rushing and 21 touchdowns as a senior... Had nine recep- 
tions for 85 yards and one touchdown. 
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BULLDOGS SPRING ROSTER 


No. Name 


Nelson Adams 


Hometown 


HL Wt Cl. 


Hometown 


Quadry Antoine 


Dee Arrington 


Ben Beckwith 


Devon Bell 


Ferlando Bohanna 


Hunter Bradley 


Collierville, TN 


Trey Braswell 


Olive Branch 


Richie Brown 


Long Beach 


Houston 


Beniquez Brown 


Florence, AL 


Birmingham, AL 


Ryan Brown 


New Orleans, LA 


Tylertown 


Fred Brown 


g \s |e |e |= |e |e |s 


Jackson 


Lawrence Brown 


Columbus 
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Taveze Calhoun 


Morton 


Cole Carter 


Caledonia 


Kelan Chairs 


Harvey, LA 


Winston Chapman 


Fairhope, AL 


Jeremey Chappelle 


isd 
Ss 


Shelby Christy 


a4 
Ss 


Ter, 


Geismar, LA 


Blaine Clausell 


g 
a 


Mobile, AL 


Jamaal Clayborn 


- 
a 


Jackson 


Tolando Cleveland 


Fs 


Powder Springs, GA 


Kivon Coman 


& 


Sheffield, AL 


Justin Cox 


_ 


West Point 


Torrey Dale 


= Verma E: 


Brandon Davis 


Memphis, TN 


Dillon Day 


West Monroe, LA 


Devon Desper 


Madison 


Kaleb Eulls 


R/S 8 |3 8 


Yazoo City 


Deontay Evans 


McComb 


Nick Fitzgerald 


Richmond Hill, GA 


Kent Flowers 


Hollandale 


_ Columbus 


Nick Griffin 


New Augusta 


B.J. Hammond 


Gadsden, AL 


West Point 


Dezmond Harris 


McCalla, AL 


Richton 


John Harris 


Boynton Beach, FL 


Corvell Harrison 


Laurel 


Wetumpka, AL 


Indianola 


Brandon Hill 


Columbus 


Sugar Hill, GA 


Brandon Holloway 


Tampa, FL 


Monticello 


Christian Holmes 


Puckett 
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Bogue Chitto 


Jay Hughes 


S 8 js |S |3 |B |S BIS |B SR 


Hattiesburg 


BR 
¢ 


Metairie, LA 


25 _ Jahmnere lrvin-Silts 


# |e |e |e |e |e |s |= |x |e |= |» |e |e Ie Ie Ie Ie Ie Ie Ie |e |e |= Ie Is [> Ie |e 


215 So. 


Birmingham, AL 


Tackles: B. McKinney 71, D. Skinner 64, K. Market 62 


Oo 

2 Tackles for loss: B, McKinney 7, C. Jones 7, P. Smith 6.5, D. Autry 6.5 

= DEF LEADERS exs: 8. McKinney 35,C.Jones 3,P.Smith25 
Interceptions: N. Whitley 5, T. Calhoun 3, J. Love 3 


NOTEBOOK 


je Malone and Jamaal Clayborn acknowledge 
it's an impossible task. Yet both offensive linemen 
are prepared to fill the shoes of Mississippi State’s best 
player from a year ago — guard Gabe Jackson. 

“There is nobody, ever, who is going to replace 
Gabe Jackson. An All-American, he did what he 
does best,” Malone said. “He’s been my mentor 
and my teacher.” 

Said Clayborn: “The guy is a technique guru. I've 
watched him over and over. What sets him apart from 
everybody else is he doesn’t make mistakes. I’m try- 
ing to be a mistake free player.” 

The duo joins Ben Beckwith as the three linemen 
fighting for two spots on the line. Beckwith started 
alongside Jackson last season after Malone went 
down with a broken foot in the first game. Clayborn 
came on late in his first season at MSU. 

“I'm a young guy so |’m just taking it one day at a 
time,” Clayborn said. “I’m just going to try to work on 
one thing that day.” 

° Mississippi State moved Justin Cox to corner 
last season because of questions surrounding the 
position. In 2014, he moves back to safety. 

“| can see the field. Free safety was my first love,” 
Cox said. “Then | moved to corner. But | moved back 
and it felt like | was at home.” 

Cox finished with 31 tackles, an interception with 
three pass break-ups last season. He was also beaten 
many times down the field. His struggles hit a low 
against LSU. Odell Beckham Jr. and Jarvis Landry 
combined for 275 yard against the MSU secondary. 

Cox boasts some of the best speed of any Bulldog. 
He’s one of the better tacklers in the secondary. In 
four of the last five practices of spring, he’s received 
defensive coordinator Geoff Collins’ Get the Ball 
Award. 

Cox began to turn the corner through three weeks 
of the spring. He’s certain that momentum will carry 
through and into the fall. 

“At the end of the season you saw a little bit,” Cox 
said. “But when this season comes around it’s going 
to be on.” 


On the offense: “The quarterback (Dak 
Prescott) is unbelievable. I'm so glad he wasn’t 
healthy when we played them. He's a big-time tal- 
ent, a dual-threat. He was a bit inconsistent, but 
when you pass for almost 2,000 yards in this 
league and run for 900 (actually 829) you're dan- 
gerous. Another dangerous guy is that little receiv- 
er, Jameon Lewis. He had one game where he ran 
for a touchdown, passed for one and caught one. 
That’s versatile.” 

On the defense: “They've got big-time talent on 
the front seven, especially linebacker Benardrick 
McKinney. And Chris Jones is the best young 
defensive tackle in the SEC. He’s a beast. Dan 
Mullen — it’s underrated what he’s done at that 
school. It's like the Kentucky of the West.” 
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Benardrick McKinney 
Photo by John Williamson 


man, when he recorded 102 tackles. 
Despite leading the team, McKinney de- 
clined in his second year to 71 tackles. 
Third-year sophomores Beniquez 
Brown and Richie Brown plan to replace 
the production left by Deontae Skinner, 
who finished second in stops. They are 
not related, yet the coaching staff calls 


2011 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 25.3 
Rushing 175.3 
Passing 181.9 
Total 357.2 


Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PER GAME 
19.7 
153.5 
197.2 
350.6 


RANK DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 


Total 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
0 +0.0 


RANK | TO MARGIN PER GAME 


+16 +1.23 


2014 www.lindyssports.com 


2012 RANKINGS 


them the “Brown Brothers.” The duo 
played well at the end of last year. 

Beniquez registered 23 tackles, 
with 3.0 for loss, and scooped up two 
fumbles. Richie finished with 21 tackles, 
1.5 for loss, a sack and an interception 
in the month of November. 

“T was kind of struggling at the begin- 
ning of the year, but towards the end 
of the year I started catching on more,” 
Richie said. “Now I’m really working on 
the small fundamentals.” 

The secondary, an uncertain position 
last year, enters this season as a strength 
— at least at corner. 

Taveze Calhoun has established him- 
self as the unquestioned leader of the 
cornerbacks. Jamerson Love joins him 
on the starting unit. Will Redmond, a 
junior, was the most impressive in the 
spring in coverage and blitzing. He’ll 
make a push to jump into the starting 
role by the end of fall camp. 

Back at safety, Jay Hughes should 
add stability to the unit that loses 
Nickoe Whitley, who led the team in 
interceptions. There are some questions 
surrounding Hughes, who is coming off 
a torn Achilles’. Mullen also said safety 
Dee Arrington could miss 2014 with a 
hamstring issue. Still, the Bulldogs have 
the depth to hide the issues. 

Kendrick Market and Justin Cox 
played well throughout the spring at 
safety. Both started games last season 
for MSU. Cox moves from corner to 
safety, his more natural position. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


No Mississippi State unit struggled 
more than special teams in 2013. MSU 
made 10 of 21 field goal attempts last 
year. The 47.6 percent accuracy ranked 
122nd in the country, better than just 
three teams. The Bulldogs were one of 
four teams in the country that didn’t 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


27.7 
189.9 
244.5 
434.4 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


+7 +05 T-24 
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BEST S& 
_ BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 
QB Dak Prescott Sa 


: Returning for fourth season, 
: second as starter. He emerged 
as the guy after Tyler Russell 
went down with an injury. ... 
Tied for program record with 
58.8 career completion per- 
centage. ... Threw for 1,940 
yards with 10 touchdowns and 
led team with 829 yards rush- 
ing with 13 touchdowns last season. ... Returns as 
active leader in rushing touchdowns by a quarterback in 
the SEC with 17. ...Finished season with a five-TD per- 
formance in the Liberty Bowl. 


PrereeererErerrerrrrr rir titi) 


EMERGING STAR 


: DE Chris Jones 
: Tied for the team lead in tack- | 
: les for loss with seven and sec- 
: ond in sacks with three. ... 

: Named to the 2013 SEC All- 

: Freshmen team. ... Arrived in 

: Starkville as a defensive end, 
but was moved to defensive 
tackle ... Finished with 32 tack- 
les in the new position, which 
was second most of any lineman. .., His sacks came 
against LSU, Alabama and Ole Miss. ... Was rated the No. 
2 recruit in the nation by 247Sports in the 2013 class. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


RB Aeris Williams 

Four-star prospect from West 
Point, Miss., grew up 25 min- 
utes from campus. ...Was 
named Mr, Football in the 
state of Mississippi. ... Listed 
at 6-1, 200, which could allow 
him to be physically ready to 
play right away. ... Finished six 
yards shy of 4,000 career 
rushing yards in high school. ... Amassed more than 
2,200 yards and 30 touchdowns as a senior. 


10-YEAR WINNING TREND 


L vs, Oklahoma State 

W ALCORN STATE 

L at Auburn 

W TROY 

L LSU 

W BOWLING GREEN 

Ww KENTUCKY 

L at South Carolina 

L at Texas A&M 

L ALABAMA 

WwW at Arkansas (OT) 

Ww OLE MISS (OT) 
Liberty Bowl 

WwW vs. Rice 
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Jones Among Best 
Dis In The Nation 


he maturation of Chris Jones is in full force. 

In his second season with the Bulldogs, he’s 
realizing the football importance of elevating the 
team over the individual. 

“We're all on the same page and we're work- 
ing towards that one goal,” Jones said. “We wish 
to be the best defense in the nation. The sky’s 
the limit for us.” 

Much of the time defensive tackle can be a 
thankless position: Take on two offensive line- 
men, get punched to the ground, and watch 
teammates celebrate the play. 

In his first bowl game, Jones finished with just 
one assisted tackle against Rice. His teammate 
playing beside him, Preston Smith, won Liberty 
Bowl defensive MVP. Funny how that works. 

“When he plays next to me, | feel like he opens 
up a lot of 1-on-1s,” Smith said. “A lot of teams 
against us might focus on him because if he has 
a lot of 1-on-1 opportunities he’s going to win.” 

Jones, a five-star recruit in the program- 
changing 2013 recruiting class, has already es- 
tablished himself as one of the best interior defen- 
sive linemen in the SEC ... and beyond. He had 32 


| PROFILE 


? Mullen said. “They missed some and 

: here they are; they’re going to be a year 

? older. And maybe they didn’t perform at 
? the level they wanted to, but they know 
? the team’s got confidence in them.” 


double teams in the interior. 


Compare his first season to those of some : 
recent greats who won the Outland Trophy as a 3 
: and Ole Miss. 

As freshmen, Pittsburgh’s Aaron Donald and : 
LSU’s Glenn Dorsey combined for 39 tackles, : 
five for loss and two sacks — about the same : 
numbers as Jones alone. Ndamukong Suh’s : 
freshman season was similar to Jones’. Suh, the ; 
second overall pick in the 2010 draft, finished : 
his freshman season at Nebraska with 19 tack- 


defensive tackle. 


les, eight for loss and 3.5 sacks. 


Coaches say Jones posted last year’s num- : 
bers based on raw athletic ability. He used the : 
spring to work on the technical side of the game. : 
He also said he was down to around 290 pounds : 
in the spring, a loss of about 20 from last sea- : 
son, potentially giving him the ability to dabble at : 


defensive end, too. 


Wherever he lines up, it’s easy to see him be- : 
ing good enough one day to win some individual : 


hardware. 


“| never really pay attention to that,” Jones : 
said. “| just try to be the best defensive tackle : 


| can be.” 


make at least 50 percent of their kicks. 
“T obviously want to make all of them. 

But we miss some. But you know what, 

I think that’s a learning experience,” 


MSU's coaching staff told last year’s 


: kicker, Devon Bell, to focus on punt- 

: ing. The kicking job is sophomore Evan 
? Sobiesk’s. He made just 3 of 6 field goal 
? tries last year. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


The expectations are high because 


: Mississippi State’s schedule makes it 

: possible for a special season. The Bull- 
: dogs open the year with three games 
: they should win. 


The season heats up with a week-four 


matchup at LSU. It’s the first Southeast- 


Chris Jones 


beaten LSU just once since then. 


ern Conference game of the season and 
will set the tone for the rest of the year. 
Mississippi State hasn’t won in Baton 
Rouge since 1991. The Bulldogs have 


The rest of the schedule mostly works 


: in MSU's favor. 
tackles, including seven for loss and three sacks, : 
as a true freshman. He also was credited with 10 
quarterback hurries, while fighting through those 


MSU hosts Texas A&M after a bye. It 
also plays Auburn, which they lost to in 
the final seconds last year, at home. 

The most difficult aspects of the 
schedules are the road trips. In addition 
to Baton Rouge, MSU treks to Alabama 


— Mike Bonner 


SCHEDULE 


Date Opponent 13 Record 
Aug.30 SOUTHERN MISS 1-11 
Sept. 6 UAB 2-10 
Sept.13 at South Alabama 6-6 
Sept. 20 at LSU 10-3 
Oct. 4 TEXAS A&M 9-4 
Oct. 11 AUBURN 12-2 
Oct. 25 at Kentucky 2-10 
Nov. 1 ARKANSAS 3-9 
Nov.8 | TENNESSEE-MARTIN 7-5 
Nov. 15 at Alabama 11-2 
Nov. 22 VANDERBILT 9-4 
Nov. 29 at Ole Miss 8-5 
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MEMPHIS | TIGERS 


AAC rank: 8 Record: 3-9 


Brandon-Hayes 


“| think it was our most complete 

spring. ... But that doesn’t mean any- 

thing in the fall if we don’t apply it.” 
— Coach Justin Fuente 


TIGERS at aGLANCE 


COACH: Justin Fuente — At Memphis and overall: 7-17, 2 years 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Darrell Dickey 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Barry Odom 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE; 1971, Missouri Valley 

LAST BOWL: 2008, St. Petersburg Bowl 

RETURNING STARTERS: 18; 9 offense, 8 defense, kicker 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: Q8 Paxton Lynch, RB Brandon Hayes, 
WR Kelwone Malone, WR Sam Craft, TE Alan Cross, 

DE Martin Ifedi, LB Charles Harris, DB Bobby McCain 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS; Odom has resurrected the Memphis 
defense, which had slipped to the depths of the national rankings 
three years ago. His unit is led by Ifedi, among the nation's leaders 
in sacks a year ago, and McCain, among the interception leaders. 
Lynch should be much improved after starting as a freshman. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Memphis receivers had a difficult time 
a year ago hanging onto routine passes. Lynch struggled through- 
out his freshman year and finished with more interceptions (10) 
than touchdown passes (nine). If Lynch suffers an injury, there is 
no quarterback on the roster with FBS experience. And the loss of 
All-American punter Tom Hornsey likely will be felt. 


OFFENSE 


Memphis generally struggled under first-year 
quarterback Paxton Lynch, but the sophomore is 
expected to benefit from a rugged season. 

The 6-6 Lynch passed for only nine touchdowns 
in 12 games as the Tigers ranked ninth in most of- 
fensive categories in last year’s 10-team league. But 
coach Justin Fuente believes in Lynch’s ability to 
run the team’s up-tempo offense. Lynch had a solid 
offseason and completed his first nine passes in the 
spring game, finishing 17 of 20 for 200 yards. 

The best news came before the start of spring 
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AAC record: 1-7 (T-9th) 


a ema I 


practice, when the NCAA granted running back 
Brandon Hayes, the team’s top rusher in the past 
two seasons, a sixth year of eligibility because of 
early career injuries. Sophomore Doroland Dorceus, 
who rushed for 148 yards and two touchdowns in 
the spring game, will push Hayes for playing time. 
A receiving corps that had its shortcomings a 
year ago is expected to be better. Senior Keiwone 
Malone, a former Alabama player, was Lynch’s top 
target in the spring and is a big-play threat, as is 
senior wideout Joe Craig, an ex-Clemson player. 
Fuente is intrigued by what junior college transfer 
Greg McKillion can add at 6-5 and 225 pounds. 


Since he arrived as part of Fuente’s first staff in 
2012, defensive coordinator Barry Odom has been 
sought by other major conference schools. Yet, 
Odom is back for his third season. 

His return bolsters an experienced group. Up 
front, the Tigers will be led by defensive end Martin 
Ifedi, who led the nation in sacks during the first 
half of last season, and veteran defensive tackle 
Terry Redden. 

The Tigers should be particularly strong at line- 
backer. Charles Harris, who led the team in tackles 
last fall, is a third-year starter. Fellow senior Ryan 
Coleman scored on both of his fumble recoveries 
last season. 

Senior cornerback Bobby McCain, a starter since 
his freshman season, had six interceptions last 
season, including a 75-yard return for a touchdown 
against Duke. 

The Tigers must find two new starting safeties. 
Senior Fritz Etienne, who had to overcome a torn 
ACL early in his career, had a solid spring and looks 
to be a strong candidate to start at one of the spots. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Memphis received a pleasant surprise as fresh- 
man place-kicker Jake Elliott earned first-team all- 
conference honors after making 16 of 18 field-goal 
attempts, including a school-record 56-yarder in a 
win at South Florida. Punter Tom Hornsey gradu- 
ated after being named only the third consensus 
All-American in school history. 


OVERVIEW 

The Tigers appear ready to make a run at the post- 
season after a five-year drought. Memphis is 12-48 
during that stretch, but Fuente is gradually changing 
the culture and may have the quarterback to end the 
futility. Lynch possesses a strong arm and makes 
quick decisions. If the offense is able to make decent 
strides, a stout defense should do its part. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


DE Ernest Suttles: The former Nebraska signee 

transferred to Memphis last summer and will be 

aredshirt freshman. He has quickness and athleti- 

cism that made him one of the defense'’s top play- 

makers in the spring. He'll team with Martin Ifedi 
_, to create havoc in the AAC this fall. 


a — ay 


Stadium: Liberty Bowl Memorial (61, 


2014 PROJECTED STARTERS 


2013 RESULTS 2014 SCHEDULE 


2013 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE 

QB Paxton Lynch* 
RB Brandon Hayes* 
WR Keiwone Malone 
wR Sam Craft* 

WR Tevin Jones* 
TE Alan Cross* 
LT Taylor Fallin* 
LG Tyler Uselton 

Cc Micah Simmons 
RG Sam Thomas 
RT Al Bond* 


DEFENSE 
Ricky Hunter* 
Terry Redden* 
Martin Ifedi* 
Jackson Dillon* 
Tank Jakes 
Charles Harris* 
Ryan Coleman* 
Andrew Gaines* 
Bobby McCain* 
Fritz Etienne 
Reggis Ball 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

K 46 | Jake Elliott* 
P 36! Spencer Smith 
* Returning Starters in Bold 


Aug. 30 
Sept. 6 


By Phil Stukenborg 


AUSTIN PEAY 


at UCLA 


Sept. 20 
Sept. 27 
Oct. 4 
Oct.11 
Oct, 25 
Oct, 31 
Nov. 7 
Nov. 15 
Nov. 22 
Nov. 29 


OFFENSE 


Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


TO MARGIN 


-8 


MIDDLE TENNESSEE 
at Ole Miss 

at Cincinnati 
HOUSTON 

at SMU 

TULSA 

at Temple 

at Tulane 

SOUTH FLORIDA 
CONNECTICUT 


DUKE 
at Middle Tennessee 
ARKANSAS STATE 
UCF 
at Houston 
SMU 
CINCINNATI 
TENNESSEE-MARTIN 
at South Florida 
at Louisville 
TEMPLE 


at Connecticut 


PER GAME 
19.5 
138.3 
173.2 
3.5 


PER GAME 
24.6 
116.3 

254.3 
370.7 


PER GAME 
-0.7 
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14-28 
15-17 
31-7 
17-24 
15-25 
29-34 
21-34 
21-6 
23-10 
17-24 
21-41 
10-45 


RANK 
no 


MISSOURI 


HiGERS 


For more coverage of the Tigers, visit missouri.247Sports.com 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Josh Henson 


AT A GLANCE 


2013 RECORD: 
12-2 overall, 7-1 SEC (1st, East) 


COACH: 
Gary Pinkel — At Missouri: 102-63, 13 years; 
overall: 175-100-3, 23 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
10; 4 offense, 4 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Maty Mauk, RB Marcus Murphy, 
WR Bud Sasser, C Evan Boehm, 

DE Markus Golden, DE Shane Ray, 

LB Kentrell Brothers, SS Braylon Webb 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

Only Auburn had a more potent running game 
than Missouri last year in the SEC, and MU 
returns two seasoned backs and adds two 
freshmen to the mix. The defensive line should 
be stout again, especially along the edges. 
Mauk showed glimpses of being an impact 
player last fall and now he’s a year advanced 


in the offense. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

The defense is breaking in two new starters 
at linebacker and cornerback, and the offense 
won't be as experienced along the line. The 
loss of WR Dorial Green-Beckham was a blow 
to a passing game that doesn’t have another 
established big-play threat. 


KEY LOSSES: 

QB James Franklin, RB Henry Josey, 

WR Dorial Green-Beckham, 

WR L’Damian Washington, WR Marcus Lucas, 
LT Justin Britt, DE Kony Ealy, DE Michael Sam, 
LB Andrew Wilson, CB E.J. Gaines 


OVERVIEW: 

The Tigers return some key pieces from last 
year’s 12-win team and Mauk looks to be the 
next franchise quarterback to lead the no-hud- 
dle spread attack. But the defense has to win 
the line of scrimmage again and generate 
pressure from its front four to match last 
year’s unit. Offensively, if the Tigers can identi- 
fy impact playmakers to support Mauk, they 
have a chance to reach last year’s success. 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Dave Steckel 


STADIUM: Memorial Stadium/Faurot Field: 71,004 


Missouri Out to Prove ’13 Season Wasn’t a Fluke 


s confetti fell on the Cotton Bowl 
A= on Jan. 3 at AT&T Sta- 

dium, Gary Pinkel’s legacy as Mis- 
souri’s coach continued to take shape. 

With the victory over Oklahoma 
State, the Tigers had matched the 
single-season school record with 12 
wins to punctuate a breakthrough 
season in the Southeastern Confer- 
ence, which included an Eastern 
Division title and five wins over 
nationally ranked opponents. 

The Cotton Bowl win made Pinkel 
the winningest coach in Mizzou his- 
tory, and two months later he was 
rewarded with a lengthy contract 
extension and a raise that put him over 
the $3 million threshold. 

Now comes the hard part. 

Last year’s evidence that Missouri can 
compete in the SEC won’t mean much if 
the Tigers can’t do it again this fall. Fortu- 
nately for the Tigers, despite several crucial 
missing pieces, Pinkel 
has the personnel to prove last year wasn’t 
a fluke — and the ambition to match. 

“Nobody really respects us still,” 
defensive tackle Lucas Vincent said. 
“They still think of us as the little 
brother in the SEC. But it doesn’t mat- 
ter if we won 12 games last year. It’s 
a whole new season.” 

The Tigers have to replace their 
leading passer, rusher and top three 
receivers, along with two first-team All- 
SEC defensive ends and five of their top 
seven tacklers. But Mizzou still expects 
to compete for championships. 

“We're just hungry,” defensive end 
Markus Golden said. “Everybody wants 
more. We’re not satisfied with the 
Cotton Bowl.” 

The Tigers have plenty to replace, 
especially from an offense that aver- 
aged a school record 490.7 yards per 
game last year. Departed seniors include 


three-year starting quarterback James 
Franklin, wideouts Marcus Lucas and 
L’Damian Washington and All-SEC left 
tackle Justin Britt. 

Missouri knew those four would be 
gone in 2014; the Tigers didn’t expect 
to part ways with 1,166-yard tailback 
Henry Josey, who entered the NFL draft 
with one year of eligibility remain- 
ing, or junior receiver Dorial Green- 
Beckham, whose April dismissal was the 
biggest story of the offseason. A third 
run-in with police cost the nation’s for- 
mer No. 1-ranked recruit a roster spot. 

But there’s no doubt about the new 
leader of the offense: Quarterback Maty 
Mauk seized that role in the spring. 

“It’s an opportunity for everybody,” 
Mauk said. “Everybody has to focus on 
themselves and I'll try to rally them up.” 


OFFENSE 


Maty Mauk started four games for 
an injured James Franklin last fall and 
led MU to three SEC wins, while post- 
ing the fifth-best single-season passer 
rating (143.1) in team history — the 
best by a Pinkel quarterback not named 
Chase Daniel. 

Still, Pinkel insisted Mauk would 
have to hold off other candidates for 
the starting job. The competition was 
over quickly in the spring as Mauk 
was the team’s most accurate and 
efficient passer. 

“Maty has a ton of ownership,” cen- 
ter Evan Boehm said. “Maty’s the leader 
of the offense.” 

Mauk can be an effective scrambler 
— he ran for 114 yards against Ten- 
nessee — but at times last year fled the 
pocket too soon. He displayed more 
patience this spring and with more 
polished footwork should improve last 
year’s completion percentage (51.1). 
The battle for the backup position will 
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Marcus Murphy 
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extend into preseason camp between 
junior Corbin Berkstresser and redshirt 
freshman Eddie Printz. 

Mauk will have some familiar targets 
in the passing game, but the Tigers have 
to replace three starting receivers who 
combined for 167 receptions, 2,468 
yards and 25 touchdowns. 

With Dorial Green-Beckham’s dis- 
missal, Bud Sasser, a 6-2 senior, moved 
from his natural slot position to the 
outside to replace the team’s most lethal 
deep target. Darius White, a 6-3 senior 
transfer from Texas, is first in line to 
succeed L’'Damian Washington at the 
other outside position. 

In the slot, Jimmie Hunt, a senior 
6-0 big-play threat, and Levi Copelin, 

a speedy 6-2 sophomore, will try to 
exploit mismatches in the middle of the 
field. J’Mon Moore, a 6-3 redshirt fresh- 
man, and a crop of incoming freshman 
receivers, could factor into the mix, too. 

Tight ends did more blocking than 


catching last season, finishing with just 
nine receptions, but the staff hopes to 
get more touches for sophomore Sean 
Culkin, who at 6-6 is by far the team’s 
biggest target. 

At tailback, Henry Josey is gone, but 
more-than-capable backups Marcus 
Murphy (6.5 yards per carry last year) 
and Russell Hansbrough (6.0) are back 
to split the load after combining for 
1,286 yards and 13 touchdowns last 
year. Both are smaller backs — 5-9 and 
in the 190s — but 6-0, 210-pound soph- 
omore slasher Morgan Steward emerged 
as a bigger weapon this spring. 

“He's probably one of the most ath- 
letic people on the team, if not the most 
athletic,” Mauk said. “He’s got speed. 
He’s strong. He’s quick. He’s got it all.” 

Pinkel’s staff jumbled its offensive 
line, moving Mitch Morse from right 
tackle to left tackle and Connor Mc- 
Govern from right guard to right tackle. 
Anthony Gatti, a senior who’s played 


mostly tackle at MU, settled in as the 
new Starter at left guard. Mitch Hall, 
the group’s biggest starter at 6-5, 320 
pounds, came out of spring as the top 
right guard. 

Evan Boehm, a starter in every game 
the past two years, returns to anchor 
the line at center. 


DEFENSE 


Defensive end Kony Ealy earned first- 
team All-SEC honors last year. Defen- 
sive end Michael Sam was the co-SEC 
Defensive Player of the Year and the 
school’s first unanimous All-American 
since 1960. But nobody in Columbia is 
sweating their departure. 

That’s because the Tigers return se- 
nior defensive end Markus Golden and 
junior Shane Ray, backups last year who 
combined for 11 sacks and 22 tackles 
for loss 

Golden, a powerful bull rusher off 
the edge, might be the best player on 
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SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB Maty Mauk So. Needs to improve accuracy, but has big-play po‘ential. Corbin Berkstresser, Jr. 
RB Russell Hansbrough Jr. _Likely to split carries in three-back platoon. Marcus Murphy, Sr. 
WR _ Bud Sasser* Sr. _ Leads all Mizzou players with 39 career receptions. J'Mon Moore, Fr. 
WR Jimmie Hunt Sr. Dangerous slot receiver will be counted on over midile. Gavin Otte, Sr. 
WR __ Darius White Sr. Former ballyhooed Texas transfer eager to be starter. Levi Copelin, So. 
TE Sean Culkin So. Must master blocking role to become total package. Jason Reese, Fr. 
LT _ Mitch Morse* Sr. Three-year starter makes conversion from RT. Clay Rhodes, Fr. 
LG Anthony Gatti Sr. _ Has bounced between positions; made two starts in ‘13. Jordan Williams, So. 
C Evan Boehm* Jr. Team leader has started every game of college career. Brad McNulty, Jr. 
RG Mitch Hall Jt. Ole Miss transfer held off competition in spring. Stephen Carberry, Sr. 


RT ConnorMcGovern* —_dr. 
PK Andrew Baggett* Jr. 
*Returning Starter 


Excelled at RG last year, handled right edge in spring. 
Improved down the stretch last season. 


Taylor Chappell, Jr. 
Luke Jackson, Fr. 


DE — Markus Golden 
DT Matt Hoch* Sr. 
DT _Lucas Vincent* Sr. 
DE — Shane Ray Jr. 
LB _Donavin Newsom So. 
LB _Kentrell Brothers* J. 
LB Michael Scherer So. 
CB _Aarion Penton So. 


Among returning SEC players, ranks second in 2013 sacks. 
Had April ankle surgery, should be OK for camp. 
Blossomed as first-year starter last season. 

Impact edge rusher plays bigger than 245 pounds. 

Will have to hold off others for starting job in camp. 

Moves from outside to middle after solid sophomore year. 
First-year starter is a physical tackler in space. 

Showed promise last year as true freshman. 


SACKUP/KEY DEPT) 
Marcus Loud, Fr. 
Josh Augusta, So. 
Harold Brantley, So. 
Charles Harris, Fr. 
Darvin Ruise, Sr. 
Eric Beisel, Fr. 
Clarence Green, Jr. 
Kenya Dennis, Jr. 


CB John Gibson So. Locked down starting job with strong spring. David Johnson, Jr. 

SS Braylon Webb* Sr. _ Team's most experienced player with 30 starts. Duron Singleton, Sr. 
FS _lan Simon Jr. Played well as a nickel back last year. Cortland Browning, Jr. 
P Christian Brinser* Sr Strong, accurate leg helped with field position last fall Preston Soper, Fr. 
*Returning Starter 
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at that position as 
well as guard as he 
continues to develop 
his technique. 


leaping ability to win 


battles in the end zone. 


Look for him to get on 
the field this fall. 
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=) Andy Bauer Nate Brown Brandon Lee 

G) = Bauer committed to Missouri was able to A 247Sports 

QE Mizzou back in April get Brown, a 6-3, 210- Composite four-star, 

LLI 2012, decommitted pound receiver that Lee has the frame to 

=> seven months later, flew under the radar. fill out and become 

oO committed to Ole He had an impressive a sideline-to-sideline 

oO Miss in March 2013, 21 receiving touch- presence at lineback- 

= then recommitted to downs on 61 catches er. He covers a ton of 
Missouri in in the fall. Brown does ground and does so 

LLI November. A nasty, well over the middle, with great instincts 

a physical presence at but as his senior stats and correct angles, 

fan] right tackle, Bauer suggest, he excels at which allows Lee to 
should provide depth using his size and play assignment foot- 


ball but also make 
plays. The upside is 
there for Lee to be 
a difference maker. 


Pos Ht Wt 


Paul Adams O 66h 280 G60 Nashville, TN Christ Academy 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 70 offensive tackle nationally and No. 15 player in 
Tennessee...Helped team to state championship as a senior... Had 41 tackles 
(34 solo), including eight tackles for loss. 


Sam Bailey Oo 64 25 OOS Lama Lamar 
Rated No. 25 player in Missouri by 247Sports Composite... All-State... All- 
Conference... Helped team to three consecutive state championships. 


Andy Bauer OL 63 30 GOOS SLLouis DeSmet 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 17 offensive tackle nationally and No. 3 player in 
Missouri... Under Armour All-American... Injured during senior season. 


DeSean Blair WR 62 18 G66 Jacksonville, FL Sandalwood 
Rated No. 100 wide receiver nationally and No. 89 player in Florida by 247Sports 
Composite... Second-team All-State as a senior... As a junior, had 36 receptions for 
700 yards and 10 touchdowns. 


Kendall Blanton Te 6-6 OOo _ Blue Springs Blue Springs South 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 50 tight end nationally and No. 16 player in 
Missouri... As a senior, had 15 receptions for 216 yards and two touchdowns in a 
run-oriented offense... Had two touchdown receptions as a junior. 


Walter Brady DE 64 25 O06 Florence, AL Florence 
Rated No. 68 player in Alabama by 247Sports Composite... As a senior, had 85 tackles, 
including 24 tackles for loss, 8.5 sacks and two interceptions... Had 96 tackles, 10 
sacks, two fumbles caused, one fumble recovered and one pass broken up as a junior. 


Nate Brown WR 63 210 @OO6 Suwanee, GA North Gwinnett 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 48 wide receiver nationally and No. 23 player in 
Georgia... All-State... Helped team to state championship game... Had 61 receptions 
for 1,081 yards and 21 touchdowns as a senior. 


Logan Cheatile CB 5-10 177 GO Lee's Summit Lee's Summit West 
Rated No. 79 cornerback nationally and No. 17 player in Missouri by 247Sports 
Composite... Second-team All-State... Helped team to state championship... As a 
senior, had 42 tackles (30 solo). 


Kenya Dennis CB O60 «619 «6©«O8OCO _sLeland, MS Hind CC 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 13 junior college player nationally... NJCAA honor- 
able mention All-American... Had 31 tackles (25 solo), including one tackle for loss, 
two fumbles recovered, one interception and two passes broken up as a sophomore. 


Dilosa WR «6&3 199 ©OGO__ Round Rock, Round Rock 
Rated No, 211 wide receiver nationally by 247Sports Composite... Second-team All- 
District... As a senior, had 55 receptions for 711 yards and five touchdowns, including 
three of more than 60 yards each... Had an 88 yard kickoff return for touchdown. 


Mike Fairchild OL 65 280 GOO Overland Park, KS Blue Valley North 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 96 offensive tackle nationally and No. 9 player in 
Kansas... All-State... Also played defensive tackle. 


DamellGreen-Beckham WR 65 18 ©©O6 Springfield Hillcrest 
Rated No. 28 player in Missouri by 247Sports Composite... Three-time All- 
Conference... Had 29 receptions for 383 yards in final two seasons. 


Grant Jones TAB «63 «22 =«OOC Columbia Hickman 
247Sports ore ranked No. 69 outside linebacker nationally and No. 15 player in 
Missouri... All-District... As a senior, had 52 tackles, including 10 tackles for loss, 
seven quarterback sacks, two blocked punts and one blocked point after touchdown. 


Branton Lee 1B 6&2 «215 4=& OO Indianapolis, IN Lawrence Central 
Rated No. 22 outside linebacker nationally and No. 5 player in Indiana by 247Sports 
Composite... All-State... Helped team to state championship as a junior... Had 81 
tackles, two interceptions and two fumbles recovered. 


Stars Hometown 


2014 www.lindyssports.com 


IGERS RECRUITING 2014 Fe 


oO 
uu 
Oo 
Lu 
uu 
al 
ie) 
Lu 
aa 
= 


Committments 
Average Stars 


S6666 ° 
OOS6S6 
OOO6G 
6OO66 


Total Stars 
National Rank: 39 


Raymond Wingo SEC: 13 


Wingo's film abso- 
lutely justifies his 
247Sports ranking as 
a four-star signee. He 
is an exceptional ath- 
lete with a little bit of 
that "it" factor to go 
with it. Right now, 
he's a little lanky, but 
he has the body type 
to easily add 20-25 
pounds and not lose 
his quickness and hip 
flexibility. 


=47sronrs COMPOSITE 


2015 NEEDS: 


Missouri has the opportunity to take advantage of its 
recent success, both in the SEC and development of 
NFL draft picks, with a deep year of highly regarded 
in-state talent. A pair of safeties with range should be 
targeted. The Tigers did not sign a defensive tackle in 
2014, so look for them to make the position a recruit- 
ing priority in 2015. A couple of tight ends with size 
and soft hands are needed. 

— Kipp Adams 


Pos Ht Wt Stars Hometown 


Lawrence Lee WR &11 17%) @OC Pensacola, Fl West Florida Tech 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 86 wide receiver nationally... All-State as a junior... 
Had 56 receptions for 1,104 yards and 11 touchdowns... Had 304 yards rushing and 
four touchdowns. 


Rocel McWilliams DL 63 24 OOO __ Pensacola, FL West Florida Tech 
Rated No. 50 strongside defensive end nationally by 247Sports Composite... Second- 
team All-State... As a senior, had 73 tackles and seven quarterback sacks. 


Ki Oo 6&3 320 OOC Lee's Summit Lee's Summit West 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 99 offensive tackle nationally and No. 18 player in 
Missouri... All-State... All-Metro... Helped team to state championship... All-Conference. 


Thomas Richa WR 60 199 ©OGO Nashville, TN Christ Presbylerian Academy 
Rated No. 17 player in Tennessee... All-State... District Football Athlete of the Year... 
Had 67 receptions for 1,103 yards and 27 touchdowns as a senior... In final two sea- 
sons, had 122 receptions for 2,175 yards and 27 touchdowns. 


Tavon Ross 60 20 G66 = Cochran, GA Bleckley County 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 84 safety nationally... Played quarterback and 
safety... As a senior, had 734 yards passing and eight touchdowns... Had 87 tackles 
and six interceptions. 


Finis Stribling DB 511 «18 @G&O — Thompson'sStation, IN — Independence 
Rated No. 147 cornerback nationally and No. 34 player in Tennessee “| 247Sports 
Composite... All-District... Had 51 tackles, two interceptions, five blocked points after 
touchdown and three blocked field goals as a senior... As a junior, had 41 tackles. 


Greg Taylor DB 5-11 18 G66 — EastSt Louis, iL East St. Louis 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 63 safety nationally and No. 23 player in Illinois... 
All-State... As a senior, had 94 tackles, two quarterback sacks and two interceptions... 
Had 1,814 yards rushing and 22 touchdowns. 


Trevon Walters T 510 1% O66 __ Bradenton, FL Manatee 
Rated No. 53 running back nationally by 247Sports Composite... Second-team All- 
State... Helped team to two consecutive undefeated seasons and district champion- 
ships... Had 1,704 yards rushing and 15 touchdowns as a senior. 


Spencer Williams ODL 64 220 G@6 Jacksonville, FL First Coast 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 65 weakside defensive end nationally... Second-team 
All-State... As a senior, had 65 tackles and 15 quarterback sacks. 


Thomas Wi AM 5-11 18 «© OOO — Buforl, GA Butord 
Rated No. 30 athlete nationally and No. 58 player in Georgia by 247Sports Composite... 
All-State... Helped team to three state championships... Had 118 yards rushing and 
two touchdowns as a senior. 


Raymond Wingo «= BiG) 175 OOS = SLLouis St Louis University High 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 33 cornerback nationally and No. 7 player in 
Missouri... As a senior, had 482 yards rushing and five touchdowns... Had 18 recep- 
tions for 241 yards and two touchdowns... Had 24 tackles and two interceptions. 


Roderick Wintes 1B 511 198 @O© — Arlington, TX Bowie 
Rated No, 119 outside linebacker nationally by 247Sports Composite... Two-time All- 
District... Had 150 tackles and 14 sacks as a senior... Had 97 tackles as a junior. 


Ish Witter RB 58 1% OG6 — Tampa,FL Alonso 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 67 running back nationally... Two-time All- 
Conference... Scored 28 career rushing touchdowns... As a senior, had 850 yards 
rushing and 10 touchdowns... Had 902 yards rushing and six touchdowns as a junior. 


Marvin Zanders ATH 6-2 189 GOO Jacksonville, FL Raines 
Rated No. 83 athlete nationally by 247Sports Composite... Completed 130 of 224 
passes for 1,866 yards and 22 touchdowns as a senior... Had 705 vats rushing and 
15 touchdowns... As a junior, had 1,839 yards passing and 18 touchdowns. 


Lindy’s Sports Annuals 157 


TIGERS SPRING ROSTER 
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Alec Abeln OL 6-3 


Hometown 


St. Louis 


No. Name 


Luke Jackson 


PK 


64 185 


hometown. 


Pensacola, FL 


Tumer Adams PK O60 


Springfield 


David Johnson 0B 


5-11 190 


Spring, TX 


Josh Augusta OL 64 


Peoria, 


Will Johnson OL 


6-2 280 


Salisbury, NC 


Andrew Baggett PK 6-1 


Lee's Summit 


Eric Laurent WR 


6-3 215 


Ballwin 


Aaron Bailey WR 5-9 


Round Rock, TX 


S/i/Qleje 


Brandon Lee LB 


62215 


Indianapolis, IN 


Eric Beisel 


B63 


Fenton 


_ 
—) 


Wesley Leftwich WR 


61 200 Jn 


Columbia 


Corbin Berkstresser QB 6-3 


Lee's Summit_ 


AJ. Logan OL 


62 310 FF. 


Columbia 


Steven Blakley 


Te 5-4 


Memphis, TH 


Marcus Loud OL 


6-4 270 FF. 


Houston, TX 


Evan Boehm oL 


6-3 


Lee's Summit 


Robert Luce OL 


63 300 Sr 


Brock Bondurant = S$ 


6-2 


Memphis 


Denzel Martin LB 


5-11 230 Sr. 


Ladue 


Dallas, TK 


Harold Brantley OL 


6-3 


Hersey, PA 


Maty Mauk QB 


6-0 200 So, 


Kenton, OH 


Jake Brents 


WR 6-3 


Springfield 


Connor McGovern OL 


6-4 310) Je 


Fargo, ND 


Christian Brinser =P 


6-2 


Liberty 


DeAndre McKenzie DB 


61165 de 


Lee's Summit 


0 Kentrell Brothers LB 6-1 


Guthrie, OK 


Brad McNulty OL 


64 300 J 


Allen, TX 


Cortland Browning =S = 6-4 


Tyler, TX 


Nick Monaghan OL 


62 245 dr 


Darien, IL 


Joey Burkett 1B 62 


Jefferson City 


David Butler OL 6-4 


Kansas City 


J'Mon Moore WR 


6-3 190 Fr. 


~ Missouri City, TX 


Mitch Morse OL 


Stephen Carberry OL 6-5 


Belleville, IL 


Colby Carpenter QB 6-2 


Dallas, TX 


Marcus Murphy 1B 


~ Mubarak Nasiruddin DB 


St.Louis 


Cameron Chancey WR 6-0 


Branson 
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Donavin Newsom LB 


St. Louis 


Taylor Chappell =» OL_—6-5 


Canadian, TX 


| 


DeQuinton Osborne DL 


6-0 310 FF. 


Grand Prairie, TX 


Logan Cheadle 


OB 5-10 


Lee's Summit 


Gavin Otte WR 


5-10 200 Sr. 


Levi Copelin WR 6-2 


Nick Coffman PK St 


_Houston, TX 


8\£\e£ 


Emest Payton DB 


6-2 210 Jr 


College Station, TX 


Broken Arrow, OK 


Aarion Penton DB 


510 185 So. 


St. Louis 


Nate Crawford DL 6-5 


285 fe. 


Pensacola, FL 


Adam Ploudre OL 


6-4 205 Fr. 


Sean Culkin TE 6-6 


So, _ Indian Rocks Beach, FL 


Eddie Printz 0B 


6-2 215 Fr 


Marietta, GA 


Kenya Dennis DB OO 


Jr. 


Leland, Miss. 


Austin Ray 


6-3 240 Fr 


Columbia 


James Driskell 


WR 5-10 So. 


McKinney, TX 


Shane Ray OL 


6-3 245 Jr 


Kansas City 


Miles Drummond 


So, 


Centralia 


Jason Reese TE 


65 20 


Euless, Tk 


Clayton Echard 


4 


Eureka 


John Reid _ 


Duluth, GA 


Ben Eskelson 


So. 


Ballwin 


Clay Rhodes 


Stilwell, KS 


Mike Fairchild 


Overland Park, KS 


B(8/2/S/B/S/°/8 | 


Nicalus Rhone 


Beaumont, TX 
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'_Adam Franklin _ 
70 Anthony Gatti 


12 


Darvin Ruise 


Glen St. Mary, FL 


19 


Shaun Rupert 


Montgomery, AL 


17 Sheldon Gerau 


Columbia 


a 


Bud Sasser 


Denton, TX 


1 John Gibson 


Missouri City, TX 


30 


Michael Scherer 


St. Louis 


43 Michael Godas 


Columbia 


? 


Eddie Serrano 


Niles, IL 


33__ Markus Golden 


St. Louis 


2 


Anthony Sherrils 


Kansas City 


$2 Justin Grava 


Alpharetta, GA 


21_lan Simon 


Mansfield, TX 


40 Clarence Green 


Clute, TX 


Duron Singleton f 


New Orleans, LA 


15 Dorial Green-Beckham WR 6-6 


Springfield 


Preston Soper 


Muskogee, OK 


73 Mitch Hall OL 65 


Russellville, AK 


Kyle Starke 


Liberty 


69 Mitch Hall OL 6-2 


Burnsville, MN 


Andrew Stevens 


St. Louis 


89 Tyler Hanneke 


St. Charles 


Morgan Steward 


Kansas City 


32__ Russell Hansbrough 


Arlington, TX 


James Taylor 


Platte City 


91 Charles Harris 


Kansas City 


Lucas Vincent 


Olathe, KS 


95 Rickey Hatley 


Atlanta, TX 


Jordan Wade 


Lee's Summit 


52__ Jordan Hill 


Lee's Summit 


Chaston Ward 


Cleburne, TX 


89 Matt Hoch 


Harlan, lowa 


Braylon Webb 


Gilmer, TX 


11__ Trent Hosick 


Kansas City 


Darius White 


Fort Worth, TX 


32 Tanner Hull 


Kansas City 


Christian Williams LB 


Lake Ozark 


88 Jimmie Hunt 
35 Tyler Hunt 


Cahokia, Ik 


Jordan Williams OL 


Denton, TX 


Huntsville 


Evan Winston OL 


Muskegon Heights, Mil 


86 _ Jake Hurrell 


St. Charles 


Marvin Zanders 08 


Jacksonville, FL 
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DEF. LEADERS 


J. Franklin 
M 


Effic Cmp 


11 (141.92 198 


GP Att Gain 
H. Josey 14 174 1207 
R, Hansbrough 14 114 «714 
M.Murphy 14 92 609 


Int 
6 621 


Loss Net Avg 
41 1166 8667 
29 685 6.0 

8 601 65 


Tackles; A. Wilson 113, B. Webb 89, E.J, Gaines75 
Tackles for loss: M. Sam 19, K. Ealy 14.5, M. Golden 13 
Sacks; M. Sam 11.5, K. Ealy 9.5, M. Golden 6.5 
Interceptions: E.J. Gaines 5, B, Webb 3, K. Brothers 3 
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Pct Yards 


2429 «19 
1071 = 11 


TD Long Avg/G 


68 220.8 


TD Long Avg/G 
16 «86 «83.3 
4 51 489 
9 42 429 


NOTEBOOK 


he third time was not a charm for receiver Dorial 

Green-Beckham, who after two drug-related 
arrests was suspected in a burglary investigation in 
Columbia and promptly kicked off the team in April by 
Gary Pinkel despite never being arrested or inter- 
viewed by police. 

Green-Beckham, the nation’s No. 1 recruit when 
he signed with Mizzou in 2012, caught 87 passes for 
1,278 yards and 17 touchdowns in two seasons. 

He was arrested for marijuana possession in 
October 2012 and again arrested in January. 2014 on 
suspicion of felony distribution of a controlled sub- 
stance, but he had not been charged as of late April. 

e Missouri lost a quarterback this spring and 
gained one for the future. Two days after the spring 
game, redshirt freshman Trent Hosick announced he 
was transferring. Hosick, a more prolific runner than 
passer in high school, had fallen behind the other 
candidates in the race to be the No. 2 option behind 
Maty Mauk. 

Also in April, Drew Lock, rated one of the country’s 
top five quarterback prospects by several recruiting 
outlets, announced his verbal commitment to MU's 
2015 class, The son of former Mizzou offensive line- 
man Andy Lock, the 6-5, 200-pound quarterback 
plays for Lee's Summit (Mo.) High School. 

e Two months after becoming Mizzou’s career 
wins leader, Pinkel agreed to a new contract that pays 
him a guaranteed $3.1 million through 2020. His 
previous contract paid him $2.8 million through 2017. 

Pinkel can also make a maximum of $1.825 mil- 
lion in annual incentives. The salary pool for his 
assistants increased from $2.66 million to $3.2 mil- 
lion, with defensive coordinator Dave Steckel, offen- 
sive coordinator Josh Henson and quarterbacks 
coach Andy Hill each getting $50,000 raises. 

¢ Five veteran players left MU's program before 
the start of spring practices, including former touted 
recruit Nick Demien, an offensive lineman who 
struggled to crack the two-deep during his career. 

Also not returning are OL Michael Boddie, RB 
Greg White, S Daniel Easterly and CB Xavier Smith. 
Their departures will help clear depth-chart room for 
a big incoming freshman class that could include a 
few instant contributors, notably WR Nate Brown and 
DB Tavon Ross, two of the latest additions from the 
state of Georgia. 


OPPOSING COACHES VIEW 


¢ On the offense: "Missouri really caught every- 
body by storm last year. They got good quarterback 
play and they've got a system they believe in. They 
kicked off a talented wide receiver (Dorial Green- 
Beckham), which was the right thing to do for their 
program. They lost three receivers that were 6-4 or 
taller. That will hurt. The kid (Maty Mauk) that 
replaced James Franklin made some big plays and 
won some big games, but | don’t know if he throws 
well enough for the pass game to be efficient." 

¢ On the program: "They made a huge 
improvement from their first year to their second 
year. ... Give Gary Pinkel a lot of credit. He made 
adjustments. But the league will be ready for them 
this year." 
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Evan Boehm 
N Photo by Doug Holleman ’ 


the roster, despite not starting a college 
game since the 2010 season, when he 
was a junior college linebacker. Ray, 
who last year proved his 245-pound 
frame was big enough to take on SEC 
offensive linemen, has an electric burst 
off the corner. 

“They want to be the next all-confer- 
ence guys,” defensive line coach Craig 
Kuligowski said. “That’s what their ex- 
pectations are. And that’s our expecta- 
tions for them.” 

The two ends will flank a deep set of 
defensive tackles, led by seniors Lucas 
Vincent and Matt Hoch, who missed 
most of spring practices recovering from a 
broken ankle. Josh Augusta, a 300-pound 
man-child sophomore is a more nimble 
athlete than his massive frame might sug- 
gest. He will add depth along with Harold 


2011 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 32.9 30 
Rushing 244.0 9 
Passing 231.5 64 
Total 475.5 12 


OFFENSE PER GAME 
Scoring 25.8 
Rushing 138.5 
Passing 217.9 
Total 356.4 
DEFENSE PERGAME RANK 
23.5 44 
127.4 29 
252.6 94 
380.0 61 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Pass 
Total 


PER GAME 
28.4 
149.3 
241.4 
390.7 


Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK | TO MARGIN PER GAME 
+3 + 0.23 40 +1 + 0.08 
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2012 RANKINGS 


Brantley, a four-time starter last year who 
can play tackle or end. 

Mizzou replaces two starters at 
linebacker, including three-time season 
tackles leader Andrew Wilson in the 
middle, but coordinator Dave Steckel 
has a stockpile of young linebackers 
ready to complement returning starter 
Kentrell Brothers, who’s coming off 
April shoulder surgery. Michael Scherer, 
a promising sophomore, can start in the 
middle or on the strong side. 

“Michael's a very intelligent kid,” 
Steckel said. “He’s really taken hold of 
what the older guys have taught him as 
far as being a student of the game and 
watching video and asking questions 
and being able to set the defense.” 

The other starting job will come 
down to a camp competition. Sopho- 
more Donavin Newsom, another shoul- 
der surgery victim, will likely battle 
senior Darvin Ruise and possibly junior 
Clarence Green. Missouri plays in a 
two-linebacker nickel defense so often 
that depth might be less of a concern at 
linebacker this fall. 

The Tigers also replace three-fourths 
of last year’s starting secondary, includ- 
ing All-SEC cornerback E.J. Gaines. 
Sophomores Aarion Penton and John 
Gibson are in line to handle the corner- 
back jobs, while Braylon Webb, a three- 
year starter, is back at strong safety. lan 
Simon, last year’s nickel back, is the top 
option at free safety. 

In MU’s nickel package, the nickel 
back is generally a safety that plays as 
an outside linebacker. Duron Singleton 
and Kenya Dennis, both junior college 
transfers, are the top candidates. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Andrew Baggett had an inconsistent 
season handling field goals. One week 
he set an MU record with five against 


2013 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 39.1 
Rushing 237.9 
Passing 252.9 
Total 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PERGAME RANK 
23.1 34 
152.9 49 
264.8 107 
417.7 81 


TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK 
+16 +141 5 
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BEST & 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 
DE Markus Golden 


Back for a third season, the 
former junior college line- 
backer is poised to start for 
the first time since his fresh- 
man year at Hutchinson 
Community College. ... Golden 
was arguably the best backup 
defensive player in the SEC 
last year, when he led one of 
the league's best defensive lines with 55 tackles and 
racked up 13 tackles for loss and 6.5 sacks. ... He 
played the fewest snaps among MU's top four defensive 
ends last year; will play significantly more this fall. 


EMERGING STAR 
CB Aarion Penton 


St. Louis native made two 
starts as a true freshman in 
place of injured senior E.J. 
Gaines. ... In first career start, 
notched first interception 
against Florida. ... Finished 
season with 16 tackles. ... 
Plays bigger than his size 
(5-10, 185) and is excellent in 
coverage. ... Briefly suspended during spring practices 
after arrest for marijuana possession, but returned and 
picked off two passes during April 12 scrimmage. 


TOP NEWCOMER 
WR J’Mon Moore 


Underwent surgery for sepa- 
rated shoulder last November 
during redshirt year and 
missed crucial bowl practices. 
.. The Missouri City, Texas, 
native might have played as a 
true freshman if not for team's 
depth at receiver. ... At 6-3, 
190 pounds, Moore will figure 
into the mix at outside receiver and could become the 
team’s deep threat to replace dismissed star Dorial 
Green-Beckham. 


RESULTS 
12-2, 7-1 
MURRAY STATE 
TOLEDO 
at Indiana 
ARKANSAS STATE 
at Vanderbilt 
at Georgia 
FLORIDA 
SOUTH CAROLINA (OT) 
TENNESSEE 
at Kentucky 
at Ole Miss 
TEXAS A&M 
SEC Championship Game 
vs. Auburn 
Cotton Bowl Classic 


58-14 
38-23 
45-28 
41-19 
51-28 
41-26 
36-17 
24-27 

31-3 
48-17 
24-10 
28-21 


==s=° 2=2=2==== 


rc 


42-59 


41-31 
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QB Mauk Remains 
Cool Under Pressure 


t the conclusion of Missouri's spring game, 

fans swarmed Faurot Field to meet their fa- 
vorite players, and a herd headed for the most 
likely target: quarterback Maty Mauk, who has 
gone from redshirt freshman understudy to 
sophomore starter. 

There wasn’t an offensive lineman around to 
protect the quarterback, who coolly signed au- 
tographs and snapped pictures with countless 
fans before a grad assistant mercifully rescued 
him from the throng. 

The extra attention didn’t seem to rattle the 
young passer, who showed similar poise last 
season when he was thrust into the spotlight to 
replace injured starter James Franklin. 

“He could have been really nervous in those sit- 
uations,” offensive coordinator Josh Henson said. 

“| mean, he was nervous. But, man, | thought 
he handled it well. He handled the stage well. | 
thought he stayed poised, stayed calm. When he 
had success, he didn’t let it go to his head ei- 
ther. He was like, ‘OK, that’s what I’m supposed 
to do.’” 

Mauk helped preserve a fourth-quarter lead 
at Georgia last year, then started the next four 
weeks and scored victories over Florida, Ten- 
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: nal eight attempts the rest of the season. 


Photo by Joe Robbins 


nessee and Kentucky. Now the full-time starter, SEC's least daunting: No Alabama 


Mauk can afford to improve his accuracy and : Auburn, LSU or Ole Miss. Missouri plays 


decision making, but his coaches expect him to host to three teams it defeated last year 
: by a combined 69 points — Georgia, 

: Vanderbilt and Kentucky— and closes 
more experience you get,” Missouri coach Gary : 
Pinkel said. “Being a redshirt sophomore, he’s : 
still very young, but he just knows the offense : 


better. He reads defenses better, which is typical : 


make natural progression this fall. 
“For quarterbacks, everything slows down the 


after playing a third of the season like he did.” 


Mauk set several national high-school pass- 
ing records in Kenton, Ohio, while playing for his : 
brother, former Wake Forest and Cincinnati quar- DR, Sie SS eas, 
terback Ben Mauk. This spring, without Franklin 
ahead of him on the depth chart, Mauk began to : 


father, Mike Mauk, and learning under his older 


find his own voice on the field. 


“Being a quarterback, you’re the general out 


there,” he said. 


Mauk’s challenge this season will be identify- 
ing when it’s safe to escape the pocket and use : 
his speed to pick up yards and when it’s more : 


prudent to let his passing routes develop. 


“| want to stay in the pocket more,” Mauk said. 
“Last year, | got thrown in there. ... But last : 
year, | wasn’t as ready as | am now. | mean, : 
| was, but now I’m stepping up in the pocket, go- : 
ing through my reads. And once | do that, that’s : 
when you'll see me get out and try to make : 


something happen.” 


Florida. A week later against South 
Carolina, he missed a 24-yarder at the 
end of overtime, clinching MU’s first loss 
of the season. Baggett made six of his fi- 


Punter Christian Brinser averaged 


? 41.0 yards per attempt last season and 

: figures to go unchallenged this fall, just 
: like long snapper Jake Hurrell. Marcus 

: Murphy, an All-SEC returner in 2012, 

? wasn’t nearly as explosive last fall 

? returning kickoffs and punts and could 
? wind up sharing the duties or handing 

? one off to a teammate. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Once again, Missouri is the rare SEC 


: team to play all its non-conference games 
: in the first four weeks of the season. 


After opening with FCS South Dakota 


? State, the Tigers travel to Toledo, where 
: Pinkel coached from 1991-2000 and 

: left as the program’s career wins leader. 

: Fiesta Bowl champion Central Florida 

: visits Columbia the next week. The 

: non-conference slate ends with a visit 

: from Indiana, a team Mizzou beat 45-28 
: last year in Bloomington. 


The league schedule is among the 


the regular season against Arkansas, 
a team the Tigers haven’t faced in the 
regular season since 1963. 

— Dave Matter 


SCHEDULE 


Aug. 30 SOUTH DAKOTA STATE 9-5 
Sept. 6 at Toledo 7-5 
Sept.13 CENTRAL FLORIDA 12-1 
Sept. 20 INDIANA 5-7 
Sept.27 at South Carolina 11-2 
Oct. 11 GEORGIA 8-5 
Oct. 18 at Florida 4-8 
Oct. 25 VANDERBILT 9-4 
Nov. 1 KENTUCKY 2-10 
Nov. 15 at Texas A&M 9-4 
Nov. 22 at Tennessee 5-7, 
Nov. 29 ARKANSAS 3-9 
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SOUTH FLORIDA | BULLS 


AAC rank: 9 


“| feel we have two quarterbacks 

that can really get it done for us.” 
— Coach Willie Taggart, on the com- 
petition between Mike White and 
Steven Bench 


BULLS at a GLANCE 


COACH: Willie Taggart — At USF: 2-10, | year; overall: 18-30, 4 years 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Paul Wulff 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Chuck Bresnahan 


LAST LEAGUE TITLE: None 

LAST BOWL: 2010, Meineke Car Care 

RETURNING STARTERS; 14; 8 offense, 4 defense, kicker, punter 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: WR Andre Davis, WR-PR-KR Chris 
Dunkley, TE Sean Price, DE Demetrius Hill, LB Reshard Cliett, 
LB Tashon Whitehurst, PK Marvin Kloss 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: An experienced, bigger offensive line 
should be able to protect the passer better after giving up 33 
sacks in 2013. The deep wide receiving corps looks to be on the 
verge of a breakout season. The offense overall should be more 
settled in as the Bulls enter their second season under Taggart. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The interior defensive line is thin 
enough that coaches are looking at playing a 3-4 to make up for 
the lack of depth. Defensive end especially took huge hits in per- 
sonnel losses. QBs Mike White and Steven Bench looked improved 
in the spring, but must prove themselves in the fall. 


OFFENSE 

South Florida looks to take a big step after finish- 
ing third-to-last nationally in total offense in 2013. 

An experienced offensive line (five starters 
back, plus guard Thor Jozwiak after a year off for 
health issues) that is bigger by an average of 13 
pounds could be the cure for an anemic running 
attack that averaged less than 89 yards per game 
last season. 


Record: 2-10 


AAC: 2-6 (8th) 


Quarterback play also looks to be improved. 
Sophomore Mike White, who took over midway 
through his freshman year, was pushed in the 
spring by junior Steven Bench. 

Including the tight ends, the Bulls return four of 
their top five receivers. Senior wide receiver Andre 
Davis had 49 catches as a junior, more than twice 
as many as the No. 2 pass catcher, tight end Mike 
McFarland, who also is back. 

The key issue will be to see who emerges at run- 
ning back. Senior Michael Pierre (114 yards rush- 
ing) came out of the spring ahead of sophomore 
Darius Tice. Incoming freshmen Marlon Mack and 
D’Ernest Johnson will join the competition. 


DEFENSE 

For the most part, the defense played well 
enough to give USF a chance to compete, but the 
Bulls have big holes to fill up front. The overall lack 
of depth in the interior had coaches experimenting 
with a 3-4 look during the spring, but the standard 
4-3 figures to remain the base defense. 

Senior Elkino Watson is the only returning 
starter among the front four, and he is moving from 
tackle to end because of the heavy personnel losses 
at the latter position. 

Despite the loss of leading tackler DeDe 
Lattimore, linebacker is considered a position of 
strength. Senior Reshard Cliett (56 tackles, seven 
for loss) leads the way. Coaches moved former full- 
back Auggie Sanchez to middle linebacker, where 
he will compete with Tashon Whitehurst. 

The secondary could take a hit with the indefinite 
suspension of cornerback Kenneth Durden after he 
was arrested on a charge of felony marijuana pos- 
session. His return is considered doubtful at best. 
The addition of junior college transfer Jamie Byrd, 
to go with returnees Nate Godwin (nine starts) and 
Johnny Ward should soften the blow. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

The Bulls have one of the premier kickers in the 
country in senior Marvin Kloss, who was 18 of 23 
on field-goal attempts in his first year on the job. 
Junior Mattias Ciabatti was steady as a punter 
(40.2-yard average). Senior Chris Dunkley will be 
the primary return man. 


OVERVIEW 

The Bulls finished 2013 on a six-game losing 
streak, but that didn’t take away from the enthu- 
siasm in the spring. A schedule that has them at 
home for their first four games and five of their 
first six could help, but if they don’t get answers on 
offense, the chances of their first winning season 
since 2010 are slim. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


DE Demetrius Hill: Hill (6-3, 270) brings two years 
of experience at Fort Smith (Kan.) Community 


College, where he was an honorable mention junior 
college All-American. He is rated a strong pass rush- 
er and will challenge for a starting job in fall camp. 


2014 PROJECTED STARTERS 


2013 RESULTS 2014 SCHEDULE 


2013 RANKINGS 


Stadium: Raymond James (65,857) 


By Paul Borden 


OFFENSE 


QB 
HB 
FB 
WR 
WR 


LT 


CB 
Ss) 
Fs 


Mike White* 

Michael Pierre 
Kennard Swanson 
Andre Davis* 

Deonte Welch 

Sean Price® 

Darrell Williams* 
Thor Jozwiak 

Austin Reiter* 
Quinterrius Eatmon* 
Brynjar Gudmundsson* 


Derrick Calloway 
Elkino Watson* 
Reshard Cliett* 
Tashon Whitehurst 
Nigel Harris* 
Johnny Ward 
Torrel Saffold 
Jamle Byrd 

Nate Godwin* 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Kies ai, 
Pp 49 


Marvin Kloss* 
Mattias Ciabatti* 


* Returning Starters in Bold 


Aug. 30 
Sept. 6 
Sept. 13 
Sept. 19 
Sept. 27 
Oct. 11 
Oct.18 
Oct. 24 
Nov. 1 
Nov. 15 
Nov. 22 
Nov. 28 


WESTERN CAROLINA 
MARYLAND 

NC STATE 
CONNECTICUT 
at Wisconsin 
EAST CAROLINA 
at Tulsa 

at Cincinnati 
HOUSTON 

at SMU 

at Memphis 

UCF 


McNEESE STATE 
at Michigan State 
FAU 
MIAMI 
CINCINNATI 
at Connecticut 
LOUISVILLE 
at Houston 
MEMPHIS 
SMU 
at UCF 
at Rutgers 
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SOUTH CAROLINA 


GAVIECOCKS 


For more coverage of the Gamecocks, visit southcarolina.247Sports.com 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Steve Spurrier 


AT A GLANCE 


2013: 
11-2, 6-2 SEC (2nd, East) 


COACH: 
Steve Spurrier — At South Carolina: 77-39, 
9 years; overall: 219-79-2, 24 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
16; 8 offense, 6 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Dylan Thompson, RB Mike Davis, 
WR Shaq Roland, WR Pharoh Cooper, 
OT J.T. Surratt, LB Skai Moore, 

SS Brison Williams 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

Coming off the best offensive season in school 
history, the Gamecocks return a physical, 
experienced offensive line that can pave the 
way for Davis. Thompson has the arm and 
knowledge of Spurrier’s offense to churn up 
yards and touchdowns. The linebackers are 


young but possess some of the best athleti- 
cism on the roster. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

The secondary barely had enough cornerbacks 
to get through the spring. Reinforcements are 
on the way in terms of true freshmen, but cor- 
ner will be the most inexperienced position on 
the field. The receivers will have to make up 
for a lot of yards and big catches in big 
moments left behind by Bruce Ellington. 


KEY LOSSES: 

QB Connor Shaw, WR Bruce Ellington, 
DE Jadeveon Clowney, DT Kelcy Quarles, 
CB Victor Hampton, CB Jimmy Legree 


OVERVIEW: 

Despite the loss of star power that helped 
South Carolina win 33 games in the past three 
seasons, the Gamecocks still return 16 start- 
ers and 58 lettermen who have been around 
long enough to know what's expected. The 
Gamecocks have recruited well, so there’s 
belief that they'll pick up where they left off 
last year and contend for an SEC East title. 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Lorenzo Ward 


STADIUM: Williams-Brice Stadium: 80,250 


Gamecocks Lose Star Power, Future Still Bright 


Te of all South Carolina lost: 
Star defensive end Jadeveon 
Clowney. Connor Shaw, the 
school’s all-time winningest quarter- 
back. Leading receiver Bruce Ellington. 

That might force a team coming off 
three consecutive top-10 finishes to 
alter its expectations. 

Not at South Carolina. 

“I’ve been around for all (three of) 
those 11-win seasons and I’ve seen the 
work that guys have put in, the way 
coaches coach,” senior starting quarter- 
back Dylan Thompson said. 

“The players we have now, a lot of 
those guys have been here as well. If 
we had no linemen returning, no skill 
guys coming back, it’d be a different 
story here.” 

There are a lot of teams starting the 
season in worse shape. The Gamecocks 
are still chasing that elusive first SEC 
championship, but they believe they re- 
main a contender in the East because of 
16 returning starters and 58 lettermen. 

“We have a lot of players on our team 
who have been here quite a while,” 
coach Steve Spurrier said. “It doesn’t 
mean that we're going to beat teams or 
not. We could go bad or we could go 
good.” 

Retooling, though, is one of the rea- 
sons South Carolina is in the midst of 
the greatest run in school history. 

The Gamecocks are coming off their 
highest finish (fourth) in the AP poll 
and have the longest home winning 
streak in the country at 18 games. 

In February, they landed four unde- 
cided commitments for their best-ever 
close on Signing Day. 

Still, South Carolina is not without 
holes left behind by some of those 
departing playmakers. 

The offense could have a big year 
because of an abundance of returning 


skill players, but familiar faces will have 
to take bigger roles. 

The defense has shown it can adapt 
to difficult situations under third-year 
coordinator Lorenzo Ward, but several 
defenders will have to grow up quickly. 

South Carolina knows how difficult it 
is to win the SEC East and play for the 
conference title, after finishing second 
in the division the past three years. 

With a manageable schedule and 
expectations of a top-10 program, this 
could be a team that makes a run at the 
College Football Playoff. 

“We've got to prepare and play and 
see if we’re any good or not,” Spurrier 
said. “We'll just have to wait and see.” 


OFFENSE 


Coming off the most productive 
offensive season in school history, the 
Gamecocks expect to be one of the best 
in the SEC again this year. 

Dylan Thompson, who’s in his fifth 
year in Spurrier’s system, didn’t have to 
compete for the starting QB job because 
of his playing experience. 

He’s completed 55 percent of his 
career passes for 1,827 yards and 14 
touchdowns, is 3-0 as a starter and 
has played in 25 games in the past 
three years. 

It hasn’t all been garbage time, either. 

He beat rival Clemson in 2012 as 
a starter, led the game-winning drive 
that same season in the Outback Bowl 
win over Michigan and came off the 
bench to help the Gamecocks rally past 
Central Florida in the Knights’ only loss 
of 2013. 

“Last year was different because when 
I went in, I felt like I had to get a big 
play soon or I’m not coming back in,” 
Thompson said. “This year, it’s a differ- 
ent ballgame. We've just got to move 
the chains and get first downs and wind 
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Dylan Thompson 
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up in the end zone.” 

Spurrier likes Thompson’s accurate 
deep throws and ability to check down 
to running backs and tight ends under- 
neath for easy yards. 

“He does make good decisions and 
he is a good pocket passer, but he can 
run out of there occasionally, also,” 
Spurrier said. 

Thompson will not have to be nearly 
the focal point that the dual-threat 
Connor Shaw was in this system. 

Junior Mike Davis, who had 1,183 
rushing yards and 11 touchdowns last 
year, has proven he’s one of the SEC’s 
best running backs. 

And he’s not alone at the position. 
There’s a backlog of talented and expe- 
rienced rushers, such as Brandon Wilds 
and Shon Carson, waiting to be produc- 
tive when Davis needs a breather. 

The Gamecocks will have to replace 
the clutch catches of Bruce Ellington, 


but there’s no shortage of bodies. 

Junior Shaq Roland came on strong 
late last season and has the size and 
hands to be a dominant outside re- 
ceiver. Senior Damiere Byrd is coming 
off knee surgery, but the track star is 
one of the fastest players in the SEC. 
Senior Nick Jones is a reliable senior 
receiver who caught five touchdowns 
in 2013, while versatile sophomore 
Pharoh Cooper is a one of Spurrier’s 
favorite playmakers. 

The offensive line could be one of 
Spurrier’s best at South Carolina. All but 
one starter from last year returns, led 
by senior guard and preseason All-SEC 
candidate A.J. Cann. 

“Tcan tell you who’s dangerous and 
who has the most weapons on our of- 
fense, and it’s the offensive line,” Davis 
said, “Everybody’s over 300 pounds. 
They’re giving us the ability to do the 
things we can.” 


DEFENSE 


Coordinator Lorenzo Ward wasn’t 
concerned last year when he had to re- 
place four linebackers with redshirt and 
true freshmen, so he’s not worried this 
year about returning just one starter on 
the defensive line and only one corner- 
back with any game experience. 

What won't change for Ward are 
expectations for one of the SEC’s most 
consistent defenses this decade. 

“T think we'll have a chance to be 
hopefully better, as good or better 
(than last year), because I think we’ve 
got guys that understand they’re not 
going to count on (Jadeveon Clowney) 
to make a play,” Ward said. “I think 
we're going to have 11 guys that we’re 
going to put on the field that will play 
together as a unit.” 

His optimism is fueled by a linebacker 
corps that went from a weakness to this 
season’s strength. 
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SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB —_ Dylan Thompson Sr. _ Has five career rushing touchdowns. Connor Mitch, Fr. 
RB Mike Davis* Jr. Earned second-team All-SEC honors in 2013. Brandon Wilds, Jr. 
WR — Shaq Roland* Jr. Had six catches for 112 yards in bowl game. Shamier Jeffery, Jr. 
WR Damiere Byrd* Sr. Speedster is coming off knee surgery. Nick Jones, Sr. 

WR Pharoh Cooper So. All-purpose specialist steps into the slot role. K.J. Brent, Jr. 

TE __ Rory Anderson* Sr.__Had torn triceps muscle repaired in late spring. Jerell Adams, Jf. 
LT Corey Robinson* Sr. Largest lineman on the team at 6-8, 348. Mason Zandi, So. 
LG AJ. Cann* Sr.__ Leader of the offensive line. Brock Stadnik, So. 
C Clayton Stadnik* So. Struggled snapping the ball in the spring. Cody Waldrop, So. 
RG Cody Waldrop So. _ Battled foot injury for most of 2013. Na'Ty Rodgers, Fr. 
RT Brandon Shell* Jr. Started 23 games in the past two seasons. Mike Matulis, Jr. 

K Elliott Fry* So. __ Earned All-SEC freshman honors a year ago. Landon Ard, Jr. 
“Returning Starter 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
DE Darius English So. Added more than 20 pounds in offseason. Cedrick Cooper, Jr. 
DT J.T. Surratt* Sr. Only returning starter up front. Gerald Dixon Jr., Jr. 
DT Phillip Dukes Jr. Has made just one career start. Abu Lamin, So. 
DE Gerald Dixon So. Saw more time in ‘13; half-brother of Gerald Jr. Mason Harris, Jr. 
LB Skai Moore* So. __ Defense's top returning playmaker. Jonathan Walton, So. 
LB Kaiwan Lewis* Jr Slowed in spring by minor knee surgery. TJ. Holloman, So. 
SPUR Sharrod Golightly* Sr.___ Has seven career tackles for a loss. Jordan Diggs, So. 
CB Rico McWilliams So. __Team’s only corner with playing experience. Sidney Rhodes, Sr. 
CB Ali Groves Fr. Could be replaced by incoming freshman. Jamari Smith, So. 
SS __Brison Williams* Sr___ Will likely help at corner as well. TJ. Gurley, Jr. 
FS Chaz Elder* So. Made six starts as a freshman. Kadetrix Marcus, Sr. 
P Tyler Hull* Sr.__ Has recorded 100 punts last two seasons, Patrick Fish, Sr. 
“Returning Starter 
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effort playmaker, 
Allen-Williams flies to 
the ball faster than his 
forty time would sug- 
gest because of great 
natural instincts and 
minimal wasted 
steps. At 6-1, 
230-pounds, he could 
contribute in a hybrid 
role similar to former 
South Carolina All- 
American Eric 
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Wesley Green 
Was at the top of the 
Gamecocks’ board 
throughout the entire 
process. Green has 
the size, speed and 
athleticism to come in 
and play right away. 
Plays bigger and fast- 
er than his measur- 
ables suggest, and 
there is some upside 


will likely fill out with- 
out losing his out- 
standing transition 


= The Gamecocks are 

2 going to lean heavily 
: on Lammons. 

= Because he focused 

= on quarterback in 

: high school, there will 


be come growing 


: pains as he learns the 


nuances of playing 


: quarterback. But 

: because of his great 
to Green's game ashe : 
? and quickness, 


athleticism, speed 


Lammons should 


= develop into a ball- 
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Norwood. and mirror ability. hawk in the secondary. 


Hometown 


Bryson Allen-Williams LB 6-1 eoco Ellenwood, GA Cedar Grove 
Ranked No. 8 outside linebacker nationally and No. 6 player in South Carolina b 
247Sports Composite... U.S. Army All-American... As a senior, had 130 tackles, includ- 
ing 12 tackles for loss, three sacks, six fumbles caused and two fumbles recovered. 


Joe Blue Bll 25 ooo Dillon Dillon 
247Sports Composite rated No. 31 inside linebacker nationally and No. 22 player in 
South Carolina... Helped team to state championship, playing mostly linebacker... Had 
95 tackles, two sacks, two fumbles caused and two fumbles recovered as a senior. 


Kevin Crosby Tr 61 240 OGCO0 Bamberg Bamberg-Ehrhardt 
Ranked No. 10 tight end nationally and No. 9 player in South Carolina by 247Sports 
Composite... UnderArmour All-American... As a senior, had 43 receptions for 571 
yards and 12 touchdowns... Had 58 tackles, four sacks, two fumbles recovered for 
touchdowns and two interceptions. 


Shaq Davidson WR 60 17 GOOoS  Gafiney Gatiney 
247Sports Composite rated No. 33 wide receiver nationally and No. 5 player in South 
Carnes U.S. Army All-American... Had 1,540 yards passing and 12 touchdowns as 
a senior. 


Teny WR 6&4 2100 OGG College Park, GA Woodward Academy 
Ranked No. 63 wide receiver nationally and No. 30 player in Georgia by 247Sports 
Composite... As a senior, had 1,275 yards passing and 14 touchdowns... Had 1,240 
yards rushing and 16 touchdowns... Recovering from meniscus injury. 


8511 10 Gooo GA Martin Luther King, Jr. 


Wesley 
247Sports Composite rated No. 14 cornerback and No. 160 player nationally and No. 
12 player in Georgia. 


Al Hanis, Jr. 8B 511 15 ooo FL Laudertiale, FL St Thomas 
Ranked No. 43 cornerback nationally and No. 87 player in Florida by 247Sports 
Composite... As a senior, had four tackles, one interception and one pass broken up in 
three games... Recovering from hamstring injury. 


‘Abu Lamin 1 65 30 GOGS _ ForScolt, KS Fort Scott 6¢ 
Enrolled in January... 247Sports Composite rated No. 3 junior college defensive tackle 
and No. 16 player nationally and No. 4 pare in Kansas... Had 34 tackles, including 7.5 
tackles for loss, 1.5 sacks, and one fumble caused in 2013. 


Chris Lammons CB 59 1702 G@ooso Plantation, FL Plantation 
Ranked No. 20 cornerback nationally and No. 31 player in Florida by 247Sports 
Composite ... U.S. Army All-American... Originally committed to Florida. 


Blake McClain DE 6-4 ooo Ponte Vetira Beach, FL Sandalwood 
247Sports Composite rated No. 24 strongside defensive end nationally and No. 77 
player in Florida... Originally committed to Florida State and Nebraska. 


Kalan Ritchie DETE 66 2300 GOOG Goose Creek Goose Creek 
Ranked No. 29 tight end nationally and No. 20 player in South Carolina by 247Sports 
Composite... Had 71 tackles, including 16 tackles for loss, four quarterback sacks and 
three passes broken up as a senior... Had one reception. 
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Committments 
Average Stars 


66666 
OGGG6S 
66666 
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Total Stars 
National Rank: 16 SEC: 9 


Tyshun Samuel 
Samuel is an explo- 
sive playmaker that 
247Sports ranked 
much higher than the 
rest of the recruiting 
industry because of 
his deep threat poten- 
tial. Samuel had a 
school-record 166 
Career receptions for 
2,751 yards and 36 
TD catches. He also 
rushed for 989 yards 
and 13 touchdowns, 
as well as a school- 
record 53 career TDs. 
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2015 NEEDS: 


Look for the Gamecocks to focus primarily on building 
depth on offense with its 2015 class. South Carolina 
will likely sign five offensive linemen. A top-flight 
wideout is needed in the class, as well as a workhorse 
running back and another explosive all-purpose back 
that is a versatile receiving threat. Not enough line- 
backers were brought in the 2014 class, so an inside 
thumper and a couple edge rushers are needed. Even 
if D.J. Smith is moved to safety, another reliable deep 
defender is needed. 

— Kipp Adams 


Hometown 


Tyshun Samuel WR 511 183 G66 Inman Chapman 
247Sports Composite rated No. 124 wide receiver nationally and No. 25 player in South 
Carolina... As a senior, had 61 receptions for 1,184 yards and 15 touchdowns... Had 
837 yards rushing and 13 touchdowns... Returned two interceptions for touch- 
downs... Scored 53 career touchdowns. 


Dante Sawyer DE 63 235 GOOG 6A North Gwinnett 
Ranked No. 5 weakside defensive end and No. 105 player nationally and No. 7 player 
in Georgia by 247Sports Composite... U.S. Army All-American... Had 80 tackles, 
including 22 tackles for loss, six sacks, five passes broken up, one fumble recovered 
and one interception as a senior. 


Michael Scamecchia 4 10 ooo Fleming Island, FL Fleming Island 
247Sports Composite rated No. 69 pro-style quarterback nationally... Originally com- 
mitted to UAB... Completed 103 of 181 passes for 1,692 yards and 28 touchdowns 
with three interceptions as a senior... As a junior, completed 112 of 175 passes for 
1,517 yards and 19 touchdwons with three interceptions. 


Darin Smalls $ 511 180 ooo Summerville Summerville 
Ranked No. 46 say nationally and No. 13 player in South Carolina by 247Sports 
Composite... Played three games as a senior before season-ending ACL injury... Had 10 
tackles and returned an interception for a touchdown... Made three offensive touch- 
downs... As a junior, had 58 tackles and five interceptions, returning three for touchdowns. 


DJ Smith CaS 60 138 GOOSO Marietta, GA Walton 
247Sports Composite rated No. 19 cornerback nationally and No. 15 player in Georgia... 


Played mostly safety as a senior... As a junior, had 77 tackles and two interceptions. 


Taylor Stallworth TT 62 2 ooo Mobile, AL Murphy 
Ranked No. 50 defensive tackle nationally and No. 20 player in Alabama by 247Sports 
Composite... As a senior, had 60 tackles and six sacks. 


Donell Stanley  O0f0T 64 30 GOGO Latia Latta 
247Sports Composite rated No. 16 offensive guard and No. 151 player nationally and 
No. 3 player in South Carolina... U.S. Army All-American Bowl... Returned a fumble 90 
yards for a touchdown on defense. 


shaustin Thomas DB & 2 ooo Athens, 1X Trinity Valley CC 
Ranked No. 10 junior college strongside defensive end nationally and No. 11 player in 
Texas by 247Sports Composite... Originally signed with South Carolina in 2012... 
JCAA All-American... Had 55 tackles and 12.5 quarterback sacks in 2013. 


Dexter Wideman Th 25 oooco Saluda Saluda 
247Sports Composite rated No. 14 defensive tackle nationally and No. 4 player in South 
Carolina... UnderArmour All-American... As a senior, had 71 tackles, including 10.5 
tackles for loss, five sacks, 11 quarterback hurries, two fumbles caused, two fumbles 
recovered, three passes broken up and two blocked kicks. 


06 HH 2 ooo 


in auto accident... Blocking grade averaged 76 percent... 
production points. 
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GAMECOCKS SPRING ROST 


Jerell Adams 


247 


Hometown 


Pinewood 


Abu Lamin 


Hometown 


Fayetteville, NC 


Rory Anderson 


230 


Sr. Powder Springs, GA 


Kaiwan Lewis 


Pleasantville, NJ 


Landon Ard 


176 


Jt. Rock Hill 


Cedrick Malone 


Camden 


Jacob August 


242 


Fr. Columbia 


Matrick Belton 


Columbia 


KJ.Brent 


Waxhaw, NC 


Larenz Bryant 


SPR 


Charlotte, NC 


Andrew Bunch 


Mt. Pleasant 


Damiere Byrd 


Sicklerville, NJ 


31 Mohamed Camara _ SPR 


Cumming, GA 


50 AJ. Cann 


Bamberg 


Shon Carson 


1B 


Scranton 


Cedrick Cooper 


DE 


Lithonia, GA 


Pharoh Cooper 


Havelock, NC 


Ryland Culbertson 


Laurens 


Mike Davis 


Atlanta, GA 


Grant Davitte 


Columbia 


Jordan Diaz 


Hamilton, NJ 


Jordan Diggs 


Fort Myers, FL 


Gerald Dixon 


Rock Hill 


Gerald Dixon, Jr. 


WR 
LS 
1B 
QB 
FB 
SPR 
DE 
oT 


Rock Hill 


Phillip Dukes 


oT 


Manning 


Chaz Elder 


FS 


So. Union City, GA 


Darius English 


So. Powder Springs, GA 


Patrick Fish 


Sr. Shelby, NC 


Kyle Fleetwood 


So. Stone Mountain, GA 


Elliott Fry 


Pp 
SPR 
PK 


Jody Fuller 


So. Frisco, TX 


So. Charlotte, NC 


Cody Gibson 


Sr. Tallahassee, FL 


Garrison Gist 


Jr. Rock Hill 


Sharrod Golightly 


205 


Sr. Decatur, GA 


285 


So. __ Windermere, FL 


307 


So. Buford, GA 


189 


Fr, Stone Mountain, GA 


TJ. Gurley 


Jr. Cairo, GA 


Austin Hails 


Collinsville, IL 


Coleman Harley 


Jr. Aiken 


Mason Harris 


Jr. Fort Oglethorpe, GA 


Matthew Harvey 


Jr. Rock Hill 


Carlton Heard 


dr. Athens, GA 


TJ. Holloman 


So. Stone Mountain, GA 


Jeff Homad 


Sr__ Hilton Head Island 


Tyler Hull 


Sr. Mount Airy, NC 


Shannon James 


So, Florence 


Shamier Jeffery 


St. Matthews 


David Johnson 


Fr. Lithonia, GA 


Nick Jones 


Moore 


Kadetrix Marcus 
Mike Matulis 


Stone Mountain, GA 


Boynton Beach, FL 


Connor McLaurin 


Raleigh, NC 


Rico McWilliams 


Hampton, GA 


Connor Mitch 


Raleigh, NC 


Chris Moody 
Skai Moore 


McDonough, GA 
Cooper City, FL 


Kyle Morini 


Warner Robins, GA 


Brendan Nosovitch 


Allentown, PA 


Sean Odom 


Orangeburg 
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Perry Orth 
Drew Owens 


Ponde Verda, FL 


Charlotte, NC 


D.J. Park 


Darius Paulk 


Columbia 


Stephen Petty 


Spartanburg 


Devin Potter 


Granite Falls, NC 


Kelvin Rainey 


Yulee, FL 


Sidney Rhodes 


Easley 


Marequis Roberts 


So. Powder Springs, GA 


Corey Robinson 
Na'Ty Rodgers 


Havelock, NC 
Waldorf, MD 


Shaq Roland 
Benjamin Russell 


Lexington 
Atlanta, GA 


Jasper Sasser 


Jacksonville, FL 


Garrett Shank 
Brandon Shell 


Marietta, GA 
Goose Creek 


Demetrius Smalls 


Bluffton 


Jamari Smith 


Will Sport 


Jacksonville, FL 
Milton, FL 


Brock Stadnik 
Clayton Stadnik 
Brandon Sturdivant 


Greensboro, NC 
Greensboro, NC 
Fort Mill 


J.T. Surratt 


Winston-Salem, NC 


Rod Talley 


Laurens 


Dylan Thompson 


Boiling Springs 


Gerald Turner 


Goose Creek 


Cody Waldrop 


Seffner, FL 


Jonathan Walton 


Daphne, AL 
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Devin Washington 


Orlando, FL 


Michael Washington 
Kane Whitehurst 


Allendale 
Duluth, GA 
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Brandon Wilds 


Blythewood 


= 
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Wamer Robins, GA 


Tre Kelly-Rice 
Bryce King 


Spartanburg 


8 


Dillon 


> 
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Drew Williams 


Philadelphia, PA 
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Alan Knott 


Tyrone, GA 
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= DEF. LEADERS 


Tackles: S. Moore, 56, J. Legree, 55, K. Lewis, 54 
Tackles for loss: K. Quarles, 13.5, J. Clowney, 11.5, C. Sutton 8.5 
Sacks: K. Quarles, 9.5, J. Clowney 3, C. Sutton 3 
Interceptions: S. Moore 4, J. Legree 3, V. Hampton 3, T.J. Holloman 3 


=~ 


Mason Zandi 


| 


GP Effic Cmp Att Int Pct Yards TD Long Avg/G 
C. Shaw 13 «162.9 180 284 1 634 2447 24 76 188.2 
D.Thompson 10 1404 52 89 3° 584 783 4 44 783 
GP No. Yards Avg TD Long Avg/G 
B, Ellington 13 49 775 158 8 53 59.6 
M. Davis 12 34 352 10.4 0 38 293 
D. Byrd 12 33. 575 «(17.4 4 76 479 
GP Att Gain Loss Net Avg TD Long Avg/G 
M. Davis 12 203 1214 «0931 1183 #858 75 98.6 
C. Shaw 13 154 717 «#159 558 3.6 31 «42.9 
S.Carson 13 61 258 2 256 42 58 19.7 


NOTEBOOK 


hile South Carolina defensive coordinator 

Lorenzo Ward is still planning to keep the 
team's 4-2-5 base defense, he experimented in the 
spring with a 3-4 alignment that helps utilize the 
speed and athleticism of his linebackers, the stron- 
gest group on defense. 

“We really liked what we did out of the 3-4,” Ward said. 
“| think it'll be a major part of our scheme next season.” 

Without a proven pass rusher, Ward thinks the 3-4 
can help get pressure on the quarterback in certain 
passing situations. 

“We're still working on it,” sophomore linebacker Skai 
Moore said. “It's going to be effective for us next season.” 

¢ As a true freshman last year, Pharoh Cooper 
started on defense, moved to offense, took over as 
the Wildcat QB, became the primary return specialist 
and finished as the team’s best all-purpose player. 

This season, he'll add starting receiver duties to 
his already busy schedule. 

“When Bruce (Ellington) left to the league, that 
kind of got my head straight,” Cooper said. “I have the 
opportunity to start in that slot position. | just want to 
keep it right now.” 

e In the offseason, South Carolina coach Steve 
Spurrier received a pay raise that puts him among 
the top 10 nationally in coaching salaries. He went 
from $3.3 million to $4 million a year and received 
a one-year extension to keep the 69-year-old under 
contract until 2018. 

His assistant coaches also received raises that 
moved them up from ninth in SEC salaries to fifth. 

This was the first season in Spurrier’s tenure at 
South Carolina that he had no turnover on his staff. 

“| think these (assistant coaches) really enjoy it 
here,” Spurrier said. “We hope to keep doing this for 
several more years.” 

¢ While Spurrier heads into the season feeling good 
about his starting quarterback, he’s less than con- 
vinced when it comes to Dylan Thompson's backup. 

Three players — redshirt freshman Connor Mitch, 
walk-on sophomore Perry Orth and sophomore 
Brendan Nosovitch — are competing for that role, and 
the depth chart has constantly changed in the offseason. 

Spurrier said he might not name a No. 2 until he 
has to use one. 


© On the program: "Steve Spurrier has done a 
great job making the Gamecocks relevant in the 
SEC. He's done it with defense and a running 
game -- go figure. But he’s always lost an unex- 
plainable game. Last year it was Tennessee. A few 
years ago it was Vanderbilt. Unless ‘SC kicks that 
habit, | don’t see them winning the SEC. But 


they've been able to beat Georgia in recent years, 
so that game might decide the East Division." 


e More on Steve Spurrier: “South Carolina 
has done a better job of evaluating talent in 
Georgia and its own state. Steve Spurrier 
has kicked Clemson’s ass the past four years 
(actually five). The Ol' Ball Coach has still got it." 
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Sharrod Golightly 
Limsoon Photo by Joe Robbins 
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“We expect those linebackers to con- 
tinue improving like they did toward 
the end of last year,” Spurrier said. 
“They should all be pretty good.” 

Sophomore Skai Moore, who led the 
team in tackles and interceptions as 
a true freshman, is the standout of the 
bunch and has shown great instincts 
in coverages and blitzes. 

Junior Kaiwan Lewis is back to play 
middle linebacker, and all three safety/ 


2011 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PER GAME 
Scoring 30.1 
Rushing 192.1 
Passing 181.5 
Total 373.5 


OFFENSE PER GAME 
Scoring 31.5 
Rushing 138.5 
Passing 238.1 
Total 376.6 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PER GAME 
18.4 
136.0 
131.7 
267.7 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 


Total 315.6 


TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK | TO MARGIN PER GAME 
+5 + 0.38 30 +4 +0.31 
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2012 RANKINGS 


linebacker hybrid “spurs” return, led by 
the consistent Sharrod Golightly. 

They'll be asked to provide more pres- 
sure on the quarterback as Ward tries to 
find a way to replace the pass-rush skills 
of Clowney in his zone-blitzing scheme. 

“We obviously don’t have the guy 
that just can break down the offensive 
line and beat guys the way we have in 
the past,” Ward said. “But I feel like 
we have enough guys that if they play 
together as a unit, we'll be fine.” 

Senior tackle J.T. Surratt is the lone 
returning starter up front, but end Ger- 
ald Dixon saw meaningful action last 
year. How well undersized ends Darius 
English and Cedrick Cooper get into the 
backfield is still a question mark. 

The biggest challenge, though, comes 
in the secondary, where the Gamecocks 
lost a pair of starting cornerbacks in 
Victor Hampton and Jimmy Legree. 

There’s plenty of experience at safety, 
but sophomore Rico McWilliams is the 
only corner on the roster who has seen 
game action. 

Senior safety Brison Williams, one 
of the best players on the defense, had 
to play a lot of corner in the spring as 
Ward awaits an incoming freshman 
class full of defensive backs. 

“We're definitely going to see if the 
five guys we signed can play right 
away,” Ward said. “If they can, we'll 
play them. If we have to start Brison on 
Aug. 28, we'll do it.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Place-kicker Elliott Fry won the job 
last August as a walk-on, becoming the 
first South Carolina freshman to start an 
opener since 1996. 

Fry returns to the role after he made 
15 of 18 field-goal attempts, with a long 
of 45 yards. He hit 54 of 55 PATs. 

He’s also battling Landon Ard for the 


2013 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PER GAME 
Scoring 34.1 
Rushing 198.5 
Passing 253.8 
Total 452.3 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PER GAME 
20.3 
153.8 
196.2 
350.0 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 


+13 +1.0 T-8 


. 


ee ee eereeeeeeeceveses 


PreeeererUSerrrreer er rrrr rrr tre titer i reir 


eee eeee reece reeeeseseeeeseeseseeeees 


A eee eeeererereereerereeeeeeeeeseseeses 


10-YEAR WINNING TREND 


% 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 


BEST & 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


RB Mike Davis 

Named second-team All-SEC 
last year by the league's 
coaches and several media 
outlets after averaging 98.6 
rushing yards per game and 
scoring 11 touchdowns. ... His 
1,183 rushing yards in 2013 
were the fourth-most in a sin- 
gle season in school history 
behind George Rogers (twice) 
and Marcus Lattimore. ... Finished second on the team 
with 34 receptions. ... Has gone over 100 yards in a 
game seven times. ... Is the only player in school history 
to record a 75-yard run twice in a single season. ... 
Older brother James was a running back for Clemson 
from 2005-08. 


EMERGING STAR 
WR Shag Roland 


The junior expects to replace 
Bruce Ellington as the team’s 
top receiver. ... Opened 2013 
season with a 65-yard TD 
catch on the third play from 
scrimmage. ... Was suspended 
for three games for violating 
a university policy. ... Caught 
four touchdowns the final 
month of the season. ... 
Finished with 25 catches for 
455 yards and five touchdowns. ... Led team with 
a 18.2-yard per catch average. ... Won “Mr. Football” 
award for top high school player in South Carolina in 
2012. ... Had five catches for 80 yards as a freshman. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


DT Abu Lamin 
Transferred from Fort Scott 
(Kan.) Community College and 

enrolled at South Carolina in 
January. ... Has three years of 
eligibility. ... Named top defen- 
sive player of the spring. ... 
Has a chance to play immedi- 
ately on a defensive line that 
lost three starters. ... Size 
(6-4, 295 pounds) and athleti- 
cism impressed his coaches 
during spring. ... Made 34 tackles, including 7.5 for 

a loss and 1.5 sacks in nine JC games last year. ... 

The four-star prospect was the 18th-ranked JC transfer 
available. ... Received offers from Alabama, Arkansas, 
Nebraska and Tennessee. 


RESULTS 
11-2, 6-2 
NORTH CAROLINA 
at Georgia 
VANDERBILT 
at UCF 
KENTUCKY 
at Arkansas 
at Tennessee 


27-10 
30-41 
35-25 
28-25 
35-28 

52-7 
21-23 
27-24 
34-16 
19-14 
70-10 
31-17 


MISSISSIPPI STATE 
FLORIDA 
COASTAL CAROLINA 
CLEMSON 

Capital One Bowl 


w 
L 
Ww 
WwW 
W 
W 
L 
Ww at Missouri (OT) 
Ww 
Ww 
Ww 
Ww 
Ww vs. Wisconsin 


34-24 
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Dynamo Looks 
For Better Handle 


Mi ike Davis posted the fourth-highest 
rushing total in South Carolina history in 
2013 and will be the obvious focal point of the 
offense this season. 

However, coach Steve Spurrier can’t get past 
the junior’s lowlights from last year, when Davis 
fumbled inside the 5 at Central Florida and Mis- 
souri. The Gamecocks still won those games. 

“The game (Spurrier) looks at the most I'd say 
is the Central Florida game, where | fumbled on 
the 1-yard line and | could’ve had a record four 
touchdowns,” Davis said. “He never lets that go.” 

Davis vowed to work on hanging onto the ball 
in the offseason and said it wasn’t a problem in 
the spring. 

“You keep fumbling on the 2-yard line on first 
down, you're going to come out a loser some 
day,” Spurrier said. “Mike knows that. And he’s 
a very good runner, powerful runner. Just a little 
extra ball security.” 

Davis puts himself in the same group with 
Georgia’s Todd Gurley, Alabama’s T.J. Yeldon and 
Wisconsin’s Melvin Gordon as the nation’s top 
returning running backs — and he wants to be 
is the best of them all. 
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? 37.8 in 2013. Backup Patrick Fish has 


kickoff job. 

Senior Tyler Hull will handle punting 
duties for the third straight year, but his 
average fell from 39.4 yards in 2012 to 


: only had three punts in his career. 


y 
> 


i . 
y Mike Davis 
¥/ Photo by Joe Robbins 


Pharoh Cooper averaged 22.4 yards 


? per kick return last year, with a long of 

: 55 yards, and has returned nine punts. 

: The sophomore will handle both duties 
: full time. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


South Carolina kicks off the na- 


? tion’s college football season on 

: a Thursday night for the seventh 

: time since 2005, facing Texas A&M 

: on Aug. 28 in the teams’ first-ever 

: meeting in Columbia, where the 

? Gamecocks will try to keep alive their 
; 18-game home winning streak. 


They get division contenders Geor- 


gia (Sept. 13) and Missouri (Sept. 27) 
: at home and travel to Kentucky and 
? Vanderbilt in the first half of the season. 


South Carolina plays at defending 


: SEC champ Auburn (Oct. 25). Tennes- 
: see comes to Columbia (Nov. 1) before 
: a trip to Florida (Nov. 15) wraps up 


? SEC play. 


“Anything that can help me, I’m down for it,” : 
Davis said. “I’m always hungry.” : 

Seeing little playing time as a freshman in : 
2012, Davis was relatively unknown around the : 
SEC before 2013. But he broke out with 1,535 ; 
total yards, which is the highest among returning 
players this year. Davis’ focus now is on details, : 
technique and the mental side of the game. : 

“| think he can be a great player, and he : 
knows that,” quarterback Dylan Thompson said. : 
“That's why he is working. Any time at any posi- : 
tion if you get satisfied, you don’t get nearly as : 
good as you could.” : 

The shifty, home-run threat plans on surpass- : 
ing his 1,183 rushing yards and 11 touchdowns : 
from a year ago. : 

Doing that could depend on a little luck. He : 
was the SEC’s leading rusher in the middle of : 
November, but fell to fifth by season’s end, due : 
in large part to nagging injuries to his shoulder, : 
ankle and ribs. : 

Davis sat out one of the Gamecocks’ last : 
four games and averaged just 41.7 yards on : 
12.3 carries in his final three contests, but : 
the 5-9, 216-pound back is bigger and even : 
more intimidating this season — and he'll be : 
running behind a huge, experienced offensive : 
line. : 
“Mike's ready to have a big year,” Spurrier said. 


Three non-conference games (East 


: Carolina, Furman and South Alabama) 
: should not be too difficult. But the 


fourth comes at the end of the regular 


: season at Clemson, which the Game- 
: cocks have beaten in each of the past 


five years. 
— Brad Senkiw 


SCHEDULE 


Date Opponent 13 Record 
Aug. 28 TEXAS A&M 9-4 
Sept. 6 EAST CAROLINA 10-3 
Sept. 13 GEORGIA 8-5 
Sept. 20 at Vanderbilt 9-4 
Sept. 27 MISSOURI 12-2 
Oct. 4 at Kentucky 2-10 
Oct. 18 FURMAN 8-6 
Oct. 25 at Auburn 12-2 
Nov. 1 TENNESSEE 5-7 
Nov. 15 at Florida 4-8 
Nov.22 SOUTH ALABAMA 6-6 
Nov. 29 at Clemson 11-2 
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TULANE | GREEN WAVE 


AAC rank; 10 Record: 7-6 


Lorenzo Doss 


“| don’t think I'm in any hurry to make 
a rushed decision. | want to make 
the right decision.” 
— Coach Curtis Johnson, 
on the QB battle 


GREEN WAVE at aGLANCE 


COACH: Curtis Johnson — At Tulane and overall: 9-16, 2 years 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR; Eric Price 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Jon Sumrall, Lionel Washington 
LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 1998, Conference USA 

LAST TIME DIDN'T GO BOWLING: 2012 

RETURNING STARTERS: 1]; 5 offense, 5 defense, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Tanner Lee, RB Sherman Badie, 
WR Justyn Shackleford, OG Chris Taylor, DT Tanzel Smart, 


LB Nico Marley, CB Lorenzo Doss 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: A scavenging defense is led by Doss, a 
ball-hawk type who picked off seven passes, recovered a fumble 
and broke up nine passes last season. He is complemented by 
safety Sam Scofield, who led the team with 104 tackles in 2013. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Depth and youth plague several key posi- 
tions on the team including offensive line and linebacker. Though the 
Green Wave infuses some incoming freshmen to help the units, both 
areas have inexperience and could need time to develop. 


OFFENSE 

As the Green Wave struggled to find a healthy, reli- 
able starting quarterback last season, freshman Tanner 
Lee sat on the bench watching the offense struggle to 
score. But the teenager stood out in the spring. 

Lee is expected to win the starting job, although 
he exited camp as an “or” on the post-spring depth 
chart with Devin Powell, who backed up Nick 
Montana for most of last fall. Powell completed 60 
of 110 passes for 681 yards and five touchdowns, but 
he also was intercepted five times. 

Tulane also needs some new help elsewhere 


C-USA record: 5-3 (4th, West) 


eS 


on offense. 

The Green Wave lost leading receiver Ryan Grant 
(77 catches for 1,039 yards and nine touchdowns in 
2019) and leading running back Orleans Darkwa 
(288 carries for 863 yards and 12 touchdowns). 

Sherman Badie and Josh Rounds should figure 
more heavily into the running back rotation. Justyn 
Shackleford is the best returning receiver, with 36 
catches for 419 yards and five touchdowns last sea- 
son. Xavier Rush is the “Z” receiver in the scheme. 
Rush and Shackleford struggled with third-down 
drops last season. 

The program also signed four tight ends, allow- 
ing the offense to diversify. Tulane had only one 
healthy tight end for most of last season. 

The offensive line, which improved throughout 
last season but was still one of the weakest units on 
the team, will return nearly intact. 


DEFENSE 

The Green Wave had 35 takeaways (19 intercep- 
tions/16 fumbles recovered) in 2013 and returns a 
hunk of the players who created those turnovers. 

The secondary, led by first-team All-Conference 
USA cornerback Lorenzo Doss, spearheaded the 
effort. Doss finished with seven interceptions and 
returned two for touchdowns. 

There are some personnel and depth issues at 
linebacker, and the line lost two key interior players 
to graduation — nose tackle Chris Davenport and 
3-technique Julius Warmsley. But replacements 
Corey Redwine and Tanzel Smart played plentifully 
in 2013 and have solid experience. 

Sophomore Jarrod Franklin is trying to recover 
from a leg injury so he can take over for Jordan 
Batiste, a hybrid linebacker/defensive back who 
transferred to Southeastern Louisiana. Weakside 
linebacker Nico Marley had 67 tackles, including 
10 for loss, last season. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

The Cairo Santos era is over. Santos won the 
2012 Lou Groza Award for a 21-for-21 field goal 
campaign. Tulane leaned on his accuracy and long- 
range abilities for the past four years. The question 
is how closely Andrew DiRocco or Steven Broccoli 
can replace his reliability. 

Kedrick Banks will return punts and kickoffs again, 
hoping to stay healthy enough to make an impact. 


OVERVIEW 


Getting consistent play at quarterback is integral 
to the Green Wave's success as it moves into the 
American Athletic Conference. Expectations are 
low, as the schedule is tougher and the stakes are 
higher for a team coming off its first bowl game 
since 2002. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


PK Andrew DiRocco: He looks the like the next 

in line at the position after Tulane lost Lou Groza- 
winning Cairo Santos to graduation. DiRocco was 
rated the No. 13 kicker in the country by 247Sports. 
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2014 PROJECTED STARTERS 


2014 SCHEDULE 


2013 RESULTS 
Fae eee eee ae ces eae 


2013 RANKINGS 


Stadium: Superdome (69,703) 


Lazedrick Thompson 
Justyn Shackleford* 
Xavier Rush 

Matt Marfisi* 
Arturo Uzdavinis* 
Colton Hanson 
Nathan Shienle* 
Chris Taylor 

Sean Donnelly* 


Royce LaFrance* 
Corey Redwine 
Tanzel Smart 
Tyler Gilbert 
Jarrod Franklin 
Eric Thomas 
Nico Marley* 
Taurean Nixon 
Lorenzo Doss* 
Darion Monroe* 
Sam Scofield* 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K N/A 
te | 


* Returning 


Aug. 28 
Sept. 6 
Sept. 13 
Sept. 20 
Sept. 27 
Oct.11 
Oct.18 
Oct. 31 
Nov. 8 
Nov. 15 
Nov. 22 
Dec. 6 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


TO MARGIN 


+1 


Andrew DiRocco 
Peter Picerelli* 


Starters in Bold 


By Tammy Nunez 


6-4 
5-10 
6-0 
5-11 
6-2 
6-6 
6-6 
6-5 
6-5 

6-1 
6-8 


6-3 


at Tulsa 


GEORGIA TECH 
SOUTHEASTERN LOUISIANA 


at Duke 
at Rutgers 


CONNECTICUT 


at UCF 
CINCINNATI 
at Houston 
MEMPHIS 


at East Carolina 


JACKSON STATE 


SOUTH ALABAMA 
at Louisiana Tech 


at Syracuse 


at Louisiana-Monroe 


NORTH TEXAS 


EAST CAROLINA (OT) 


TULSA 
at FAU 
at UTSA 
UTEP 
at Rice 
New Orleans Bowl 
vs. Louisiana 


PER GAME 
24.8 
126.8 
184.9 
3.8 


PER GAME 
21.4 
1237 
228.4 
352.1 


PER GAME 
+08 


TEMPLE 


34-7 
39-4] 
24-15 

17-52 
31-14 
24-21 
36-33 
14-7 
17-34 

7-10 

45-3 

13-17 


21-24 
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AT A GLANCE 


2013: 
5-7 overall, 2-6 SEC (6th, East) 


COACH: 
Butch Jones — At Tennessee: 5-7, 1 year: 
overall: 55-34, 7 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
9; 4 offense, 5 defense 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

RB Marlin Lane, WR Marquez North, 
WR Von Pearson, DE Corey Vereen, 
LB A.J. Johnson, LB Curt Maggitt, 
DB Brian Randolph 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

The linebacking unit could be one of the 
SEC’s best with the return of two-time team- 
leading tackler Johnson and Maggitt, who 
missed last season with a torn ACL. No other 
unit would rank among the SEC’s top seven. 
The talent has been ungraded at receiver, 


but the group is young. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

UT is the nation's only team to lose all starters 
on the offensive and defensive lines. That's 
more than a potential problem. UT was last in 
the SEC in QB efficiency last season, and the 
position remains a concern. The Vols must 
replace last year's MVP, Michael Palardy, 

who was the punter and place-kicker. 


KEY LOSSES: 
RB Rajion Neal, OL Tiny Richardson, 
OL Zach Fulton, OL JaWuan James, 
PK Michael Palardy 


OVERVIEW: 

Jones lured a top-ten recruiting class, but the 
Vols are a year away from competing in the 
SEC East. Rebuilding both lines of scrimmage 
in the SEC could prove insurmountable. Lack 
of defensive tackles and enough quality defen- 
sive backs will make it tough to stop good 
offenses. Fifth place in the East Division and 

a bowl bid are reasonable goals. 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Mike Bajakian 


TENNESSEE 


VGOEUNTEERS 


For more coverage of the Volunteers, visit tennessee.247Sports.com 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: John Jancek 


STADIUM: Neyland Stadium: 102,455 


Talent on the Way, but Rebuilt Lines Might Ground Vols 


ennessee is in the midst of its 
worst five-year run in program 
history. 

The Vols have lost seven games 
four years in a row for the first time in 
school history. They have gone three 
straight years without a bowl game for 
the first time since 1975-78. They’re 
4-20 in SEC play the past three years. 

Against that backdrop, coach Butch 
Jones, in his second year on the job, 
produced a consensus No. 5 recruiting 
class in the country. He dominated the 
state of Tennessee by landing nine of 
the top 12 players. He lured six legacy 
players — sons or nephews of former 
Vols. He got 19 five- or four-star players. 

That provides promise for the future. 

It doesn’t guarantee a better record 
in 2014. 

In fact, it will be a challenge for Ten- 
nessee to go 6-6, The schedule is brutal, 
and Tennessee was the nation’s only 
team to lose its entire starting offensive 
and defensive lines. During the spring, 
46 of the 95 players were undergoing 
their first spring training under Jones. 

The rebuilding project — unfinished 
by Lane Kiffin, imploded by Derek 
Dooley — isn’t near complete. 

For now, Jones will have to rely on 
unproven linemen and freshmen to 
carry the load in the nation’s toughest 
conference. That’s a tough ask. 

Moreover, of the 14 mid-term enroll- 
ees, four started all or part of the spring. 

“We must become a stronger football 
team, not just physically, but mentally,” 
Jones said. 

UT didn’t have a player who could 
squat 600 pounds last year. In the 
spring, it had nine. 

“We also must become a faster team 
in everything that we do,” Jones said. 

Lack of speed was most evident on 
defense, where the Vols surrendered 65 


plays of 20 or more yards, and ranked 
12th in the SEC in total defense (418.4 
yards per game). While interceptions 
went from 12 to 17, UT had just 18 
sacks, 35 the past two years combined. 
Only five defensive starters return, led 
by linebackers A.J. Johnson and Curt 
Maggitt, and safety Brian Randolph. 
An offense that averaged just 23.8 
points returns just four starters. 
Tennessee was good enough to upset 
No. 9 South Carolina and push No. 6 
Georgia into overtime, but not good 
enough to beat Vanderbilt and earn 
a bowl bid. 
“We have to find playmakers,” Jones 
said. “Not just on offense, but defense.” 


OFFENSE 


Tennessee ran effectively in the 
spread option, but quarterbacks made 
the right read less than 50 percent of 
the time and the passing attack was, 
at times, woeful. 

The Vols were last in the SEC in pass- 
ing efficiency, managing just 164.9 pass- 
ing yards per game with 12 touchdown 
passes against 17 interceptions. 

“Our passing game needs a lot of im- 
provement,” Jones said. “It stems from 
being able to make big plays, and big 
plays were almost nonexistent last year.” 

They existed in the spring game. The 
Vols had four scoring plays of 45 or 
more yards, and a 49-yard run by senior 
quarterback Justin Worley. 

Worley (10 starts) has the most ex- 
perience and the best command of the 
offense among the four quarterbacks 
competing for the job. He completed 
55.6 percent of his passes for 1,239 
yards and 10 scores before a thumb 
injury ended his season. 

Josh Dobbs made four starts and had 
three runs of at least 30 yards, but he 
was erratic with his throws. An out- 
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standing spring game (6 of 9 passing, 
199 yards, 59-yard touchdown run) 
boosted his case. Redshirt freshman 
Riley Ferguson boasts the best arm but 
the least experience. Redshirt sopho- 
more Nathan Peterman had a dismal 
start at Florida and is a long shot to win 
the job. 

“When he’s playing with confidence, 
Justin can make all the throws,” Jones 
said. “When he sets his feet, he can be 
very accurate. He’s very intelligent and 
he’s more mobile than what people give 
him credit for. 

“Josh has functional intelligence, but 
he’s got to get bigger and stronger. Riley 
plays with a swagger. He’s a fierce com- 
petitor on the field. He has a live arm 
and great confidence in his arm.” 

Jones said he might not name a start- 
er until the week of the season opener. 

Tennessee lost last year’s top receiver 
(Pig Howard) to a leave of absence, but 
the receiving corps should be improved 


with two big targets in 6-4 Marquez 
North (38 for 496) and 6-5 Jason 
Croom. Josh Smith, freshman Josh 
Malone and junior college transfer 
Von Pearson should be productive. 

The run game averaged 188.4 yards, 
but Rajion Neal (1,124 yards, 12 
touchdowns) is gone. So is the entire 
starting offensive line. Senior Marlin 
Lane, who averaged over five yards 
per carry the last two years, and fresh- 
man Jalen Hurd, who set a state of 
Tennessee rushing record as a junior, 
are quality backs. 

The rebuilt line — the Vols lost 182 
starts and return just six — is led by 
center Mack Crowder, guards Marcus 
Jackson and Kyler Kerbyson, and 
tackles Jacob Gilliam (a senior walk- 
on), Coleman Thomas (a true fresh- 
man) and Dontavius Blair (a junior 
college transfer). 

Jackson made five starts in 2011 be- 
fore redshirting last year. 


DEFENSE 


Although the personnel wasn’t any 
better, the Vols went from allowing 
35.7 points and 471.4 yards per game 
— both school records — to 29 points 
and 418.4 yards under new defensive 
coordinator John Jancek, who ditched 
the 3-4 for a 4-3 scheme. 

The Vols’ defense is again rebuilding. 
Losing four starters on the line 
will make stopping the run in the 
SEC a huge challenge. 

AJ. Johnson is one of three All-SEC 
caliber defenders, joined by Brian Ran- 
dolph and Curt Maggitt, who missed 
last season after suffering a torn ACL 
in November 2012, 

Johnson, who considered turning 
pro, has recorded more than 100 tackles 
in each of the past two seasons and has 
324 in his career. But the linebacker has 
only one sack and no interceptions. 

Jones called Maggitt the “heart and 
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POS STARTER YR, COMMENT 
QB Justin Worley* Sr. 


Seven starts last season; has best command of offense. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Joshua Dobbs, So. 


RB Marlin Lane Sr. Has averaged at least 5.3 ype each of past two years. Jalen Hurd, Fr. 


WR Marquez North* So. 


WR Von Pearson Jt. 
WR Jason Croom* So. 
TE Brendan Downs* Sr. 
LT Jacob Gilliam Sr. 
LG Marcus Jackson Jr. 
C Mack Crowder Ue. 


RG Kyler Kerbyson Jr. 
RT Coleman Thomas 


Freshman All-American; caught 38 for 496 yards. 
Junior college transfer had a terrific spring. 

Has the body (6-5, 234) to play tight end. 

Has the most experience, but must improve blocking. 
Fifth-year walk-on whose hard work has paid off. 
Part-time starter in ‘12; redshirted to help in ‘14. 
Pushed James Stone as starter in ‘13; needs more size. 
Making strides at guard after playing mostly OT. 

Fr. True freshman who earned stripes in spring. 


Jacob Carter, Sr. 
Josh Malone, Fr. 
Josh Smith, So. 
Daniel Helm, Fr. 
Dontavius Blair, Jr. 
Dylan Wiesman, So. 
Austin Sanders, Fr. 
Marques Pair, Sr. 
Brett Kendrick, Fr. 


PK George Bullock So. _ Improved consistency during spring, decent leg. Derrick Brodus, Sr. 
“Returning Starter 


STARTER 
DE Corey Vereen So. 
DT Owen Williams Jt. 
DT _ Trevarris Saulsberry —_ Jr. 
DE —_ Jordan Williams Sr. 
LB Curt Maggitt* Jt. 
LB AJ. Johnson* Sr. 
LB Jalen Reeves-Maybin So. 
CB Cameron Sutton So. 
CB Justin Coleman* Sr. 
SS Brian Randolph* Jr. 
FS _LaDarrell McNeil* Jr. 


COMMENT 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


Great work ethic; high motor; speed rusher. 

JC transfer did OK in spring, is still learning, 

Made strides last year; missed spring with injury. 
Veteran of DL has 4.5 career sacks. 

Missed 2013 season with ACL, could be disruptor. 
Led team in stops two years in a row (324 in career). 
Emerged in spring after slowed by injuries in ‘13. 
Frosh second-team All-American; led team in PBUs. 
Two-year starter who also plays some nickel. 
Two-year starter; led team with four picks. 
Two-year starter; good speed; suspect instincts. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Jaylen Miller, So. 
Jason Carr, So. 
Danny O'Brien, So. 
Kendal Vickers, Fr. 
Dillon Bates, Fr. 
Kenny Bynum, So. 
Justin King, So. 
Emmanuel Moseley, Fr. 
Malik Foreman, So. 
Max Arnold, Jr. 
Rashaan Gaulden, Fr. 


P Matt Darr Sr. Averaged 38.4 yards on 56 career punts. Trevor Daniel, Fr. 
“Returning Starter 
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Josh Malone 


Of the 14 early enroll- : 


ees On campus at 
Tennessee during the 
spring, none 
impressed more than 
Josh Malone. The 


247Sports Composite : 


No. 1 prospect in 
Tennessee, Malone's 
blend of size, speed 
and agility make him 
a special talent, and 
he has a great chance 
at starting in three 
and four-wideout for- 


Von Pearson 

The No. 2 JC wide 
receiver in the 
247Sports 
Composite, Pearson 


has unbelievable body : 


control, able to twist 
and contort midair to 
adjust to the ball. 
With Pearson, 
Marquez North and 
Malone, Tennessee 
could have one of the 
best young trios of 
wideouts in the coun- 
try. 


Jalen Hurd 
Tennessee's prized 
and super-sized 
running back ran for 
3,347 yards and 43 
touchdowns during 
his junior season of 
high school, but 
missed his senior 
season rehabbing 
from shoulder sur- 
gery. The 
247Composite four- 
star enrolled early and 
should push senior 
Marlin Lane this fall. 


mations immediately. 


Pos Hi Wi Stats Hometown School 


Derek Bamett DE 62 24 OOOO Nashville Brentwood Academy 
247Sports Composite rated No. 11 strongside defensive end nationally and No. 5 
player in Tennessee... Two-time Tennessee. 


Dillon Bates 1B 63 213 ©OO0 Ponte Vetira Beach, FL Ponte Vedra 
Ranked No. 7 outside linebacker and No. 95 player nationally and No. 15 player in 
Florida by 247Sports Composite. 


Elliott Beny ATH «6-0 2066 OOO — Fairburn, GA Creekside 
ds Composite rated No. 69 outside linebacker nationally and No. 68 player in 
eorgia. 


Evan Berry ATH 5-11 196 OG OO Fairhum, GA Creekside 
Ranked No. 22 athlete nationally and No. 21 player in Georgia by 247Sports Composite. 


Dontavius Blair OL 68 300 OOOO Anniston, AL Garden City CC 
247Sports Composite rated No. 4 junior college offensive tackle and No. 8 junior col- 
lege player nationally and No. 2 junior college player in Kansas. 


Gavin Bryant 1B 6-0 233 OG@OO Jackson, AL Jackson 
pee He 11 inside linebacker nationally and No. 9 player in Alabama by 247Sports 
omposite. 


Neiko Creamer WR 6-3 ©©O© — Wilmington, DE Eastem Christian Academy 
247Sports Composite rated No. 25 athlete nationally and No. 18 player in Maryland. 


RaShaanGaulden DB 6-1 178 OGG — Springhill Independence 
Ranked No. 39 safety nationally and No. 9 player in Tennessee by 247Sports Composite. 


Daniel Helm TE 6-4 223 OOO6 Chatham, IL Gl 
247Sports Composite rated No. 5 tight end nationally and No. 8 player in Illinois. 


Joe Henderson DE 63 222 GOO  — ShakerHeights, OH Shaker Heights 
Ranked No, 22 weakside defensive end nationally and No. 20 player in Ohio by 
247Sports Composite. 


Dewayne Hendrix DE 6-3 22 OOO0 Ofallon,iL O'Fallon Township 
247Sports Composite rated No. 7 strongside defensive end and No. 4 player in Illinois. 


Jalen Hurd RB 6-3 227 OOOO Hendersonville Beech Senior 
Ranked No. 8 athlete and No. 40 player nationally and No. 2 player in Tennessee by 
247Sports Composite. 


Jakob Johnson =sLB 6-4 240 OOO 


Germany Jean Ribault (FL) 
ope Composite rated No. 28 inside linebacker nationally and No. 90 player in 
lorida. 


Todd Kelly, Jr. DB 60 19% OOOO Knoxville Webb School 
247Sports Composite rated No. 8 safety and No. 61 player nationally and No. 3 player 
in Tennessee... Gatorade Tennessee Player of the Year. 


Josh Malone WR 63 195 OOO60 Gallatin Station Camp 
Ranked No. 5 wide receiver and No. 36 player nationally and No. 1 player in Tennessee 
by 247Sports Composite... Tennessee Mr. Football. 


Cortez McDowell DB 6-1 201 OG OO Locust Grove, GA Locust Grove 
Ranked No. 17 safety nationally and No, 14 player in Georgia by 247Sports Composite. 
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Coleman Thomas 
The recruiting indus- 
try did not have 
Thomas among the 
top 600 prospects in 
the country. But the 
6-6, 299-pound offen- 
sive lineman, could 
very well be the start- 
ing right tackle for 
Tennessee as a true 
freshman. Because of 
his outstanding quick- 
ness and athleticism, 
the Vols’ coaches 
think they got a steal 


Committments 
Average Stars 


OOOGS ° 
OOO66 
66066 
OOGOS 


Total Stars 


National Rank: 7 SEC: 5 


2a7sronr= COMPOSITE 


2015 NEEDS: 


With no quarterback signed in 2014, Tennessee could 
look to add two during the 2015 cycle. Early returns 
suggest the defensive line was not addressed as much 
as it appeared, as a couple signees could end up 
switching to offense. Look for an emphasis on adding 
as much defensive and offensive line depth as possible 
in this class, including at least four offensive linemen. 
An upgrade in the talent level at cornerback is preferred, 
and once again the Vols will try to bring in big, physical 
wideouts that can win the jump ball downfield. 

— Kipp Adams 


in Coleman. 


Wi Stars 


Aaron Medley K 62 173 000 
247Sports Composite rated No. 6 kicker nationally and No. 20 player in Tennessee. 


Hometown 


Dimarya Mixon =ssdDE-s«G-3 263 OOO —_ Compion, CA West Mesquite (TX) 
pale Het 41 defensive tackle nationally and No. 73 player in Texas by 247Sports 
composite. 


Emmanuel Moseley DB 5-11 165 ©@@ _— Greensboro, NC Dudley 
th hol Composite rated No. 57 cornerback nationally and No. 28 player in North 
arolina 


Charles DUOL 65 362 OOO Brighton Brighton 
Ranked No: 24 defensive tackle nationally and No. 6 player in Tennessee by 247Sports 
omposite. 


Treyvon Paulk RB O58 19 OOO Alpharetta, Mitton 
247Sports Composite rated No. 34 running back nationally and No. 34 player in 
Georgia... Suffered a season ending knee ball after four games of senior season. 


D'Andre Payne DB 59 176 OOOO H.D. Woodson 
Ranked No. 21 cornerback nationally and No. 2 ogee in District of Columbia by 
247Sports Composite... Gatorade Washington, DC Player of the Year. 


Von Pearson WR 63 18 ©OO© NewportNews,VA Feather River College (CA) 
247Sports Composite rated No. 2 junior college wide receiver and No. 4 junior college 
player nationally and No. 2 junior college player in California. 


Ray Raulerson OL 65 27 OO6 — Tampa,Fl Plant Senior 
panies Re, 77 offensive tackle nationally and No. 121 player in Florida by 247Sports 
omposite 


Jashon Robertson DUOL 6-3 306 OGO _ Nashville Montgomery Bell Academy 
aaron Composite rated No. 40 offensive guard nationally and No. 11 player in 
ennessee. 


Michael Sawyers 63 30 O00 — Antioch Ensworth 
Ranked No. 27 defensive tackle nationally and No. 8 player in Tennessee by 247Sports 
Composite... Helped team to four consecutive state championships. 


Derrell Scott RB 5-11 179 O@OO Havelock, NC Havelock 
247Sports Composite rated No. 2 all-purpose back nationally and No. 6 player in North 
Carolina... Helped team to three consecutive state championships. 


Coleman Thomas OL 6-6 289 O©@@ Max Meadows, VA Fort Chiswell 
Ranked No. 7 center nationally and No. 23 player in Virginia by 247Sports Composite. 


IB 64 225 OO O60 Canoliton, X Trinity Valley CC 
247Sports Composite rated No. 1 junior college outside linebacker and No. 19 junior 
college player nationally and No. 1 junior college player in Texas. 


Vic Wharton ATH 11 192 GOGO Spring Hill Independence 
Baked A 19 athlete nationally and No. 10 player in Tennessee by 247Sports 
omposite 


Owen Williams DL 62 28 OOO  Macon,GA Butler 6C 
247Sports Composite rated No. 16 junior college defensive tackle nationally and No. 17 
junior college player in Kansas. 


Ethan Wolf TE 65 248 OG© _ Minster, OW Minster 
Ranked No. 14 tight end nationally and No. 16 player in Ohio by 247Sports Composite. 
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VOLUNTEERS SPRING ROSTER 


No. Name 


Hometown 


Pos. 


HL 


Wt Cl. Hometown 


46 Max Arnold 


DB 5-11 McKenzie 


Brett Kendrick 


OL 6-6 315 Fr, 


Knoxville 


13. Patrick Ashford 


QB 6-0 Morristown 


35 Ryan Ault 


P/PK 5-11 Brentwood 


23 Chris Beck 


RB 6-0 Austell, GA 


77_ Kyler Kerbyson 


OL 6-4 304 Jr. 


Knoxville 


38_Justin King 
15 Martin Lane 


LB 6&2 246 So, 


RB 210 Sr. 


_—_ Dunwoody, GA 


Daytona Beach, FL 


98._ Gape Booler 


LB 6-2 Knoxville 


4 LaTroy Lewis 


6-4 255 So. 


Akron, OH 


74 Dontavius Blair 


OL 6-8 _ Anniston, AL 


56 Curt Maggitt 


6-3 


244 Jt. West Palm Beach, FL 


83 Cody Blanc 


WR 6-3 Knoxville 


3 Josh Malone 


Gallatin 


7 _ Drae Bowles 


WR 6-0 Jackson 


33. LaDarrell McNeil 


Dallas, TX 


86 AJ. Branisel 


TE 6-4 South Euclid, OH 


89 Jaylen Miller 


Gaffney, SC 


42_ Derrick Brodus 


_PKIP S11 Marywille 


40 Dimarya Mixon 


Compton, CA 


90 Malik Brown 


OL 6-4 Palm Beach, FL_ 


12 Emmanuel Moseley 


Greensboro, NC 


5 George Bullock 


PK 6-0 Knoxville. 


8 Marquez North 


Charlotte, NC 


51 Kenny Bynum 


S/S |F 12 | |e |S | |S | IE 


LB 6-1 Jacksonville, FL 


95 Danny O'Brien 


Flint, 


18 Michael Cantwell 


LB 5-11 Morristown 


26 Geraldo Orta 


Valdosta, GA 


94 Jason Carr 


DL 65 Memphis 


66 Marques Pair 


Sumter, SC 


69 Allan Carson 


DL 6-1 Oxford, AL 


2__ D'Andre Payne 


87 Jacob Carter 


WR 6-0 Nashville 


9 Von Pearson 


Washington, OC 
Newport News, VA_ 


48 Logan Cavendar__ 
27 Justin Coleman 


LB 6-2 Fairview 


12 Nathan Peterman 


Fruit Cove, FL 


DB 5-10 Brunswick, GA 


31 Neiko Creamer 


LB 6-3 225 


31__ Justus Pickett 


199 Jr, 


Charlotte, NC 


Hendersonville 


18 Jason Croom 


WR 6-5 234 Norcross, GA 


84 Woody Quinn 


66 253 Sr 


__Dana Poin, CA 


57 Mack Crowder 


OL 6-2 286 Bristol 


37__ Brian Randolph 


6-0 


197 


Marotta, A 


83_Trevor Daniel _ 


P62 237 Dickson 


64 Ray Raulerson 


6-5 274 Fr 


Tampa, FL 


43 Matt Darr 
11 Joshua Dobbs 


P64 Bakersfield, CA 


34 Jalen Reeves-Maybin LB 


6-1 214 So, 


Clarksville 


0B 63 Alpharetta, GA 


38 _Jaye Roche 


WR 6-2 206 Fr. 


Norcross, GA 


85 Brendan Downs 


TE 6-5 Bristol 


60 Austin Sanders 


OL 6-5 


79 Thomas Edwards _ 


OL 6-4 Kingsport 


96 Trevarris Saulsberry DL 


6-4 297 Jr 


oo 


Cleveland 
Gainesville, FL 


40 Alex Ellis 


TE 64 Dol Mar, DE 


76 John Simcox 


OL 62 296 So, 


Kingsport 


10. Riley Ferguson 


0B 6-3 Matthews, NC 


54 Danny Finch 


LS 6-2 Maryville 


25_Josh Smith 


WR 6-1 197 So, 


Knoxville 


47 Joe Stocstill 


TE 6-2 233 So. 


Lewisburg 


42 Charles Folger DL 


6-4 Augusta, GA 


24 Deanthonie Summerhill RB 


5-9 


201 Sr. Tuscumbia, AL 


22 Malik Foreman 0B 


5-10 


Kingsport 


59 Matt Giampapa Ls 


60 sackson 


23 Cameron Sutton DB 


6-1 


180 So, 


Jonesboro, GA 


13 Devaun Swafford DB 


541 


184 So, Kingsport 


65 Jacob Gilliam OL 


bet Knonvile 


55 Coleman Thomas OL 


aS 


311 Fr Max Meadows, VA 


59 Gregory Grieco LB 


5-10 Knoxville 


47_ Nikolay Timoshchuk LB 


6-1 


223 So. _—_—CChattanooga_ 


80 Daniel Helm TE 


6-4 Chatham, IL 


89 Greg Tisho TE 


6-2 


242 Fr Cherokee, NC 


57 Andrew Henry 


_|s_ 62 


Gallatin 


35 JaRon Toney DB 


5-10 


185 Sr. Alcoa 


30. Alden Hill RB 


Alliance, OH 


34 Patrick Toole PK. 


5-10 


179 Je Wallkill, NY. 


2__Pig Howard WR 


Orlando, FL 


50 Corey Vereen OL 


6-2 


248 So. Winter Garden, FL_ 


1 Jalen Hurd RB 


Hendersonville 


39_ Kendal Vickers OL 


254 Fr. Havelock, NC 


75 Marcus Jackson OL 


Vero Beach, FL 


71 Dylan Wiesman OL 


304 So. Cincinnati, OH 


5 Ryan Jenkins WR 


Marietta, GA 


30 Devin Williams 


167 Fe Knoxville 


45 AJ.Johnson LB 


Gainesville, GA 


54 Jordan Williams 


272 Gainesville, FL 


44 Jakob Johnson LB 


Stuttgart, Germany 


24 Michael Williams 


- Pa = 
186 So. Laurel, MD 


81 Johnathon Johnson WR 


Friendswood, TX 


58 Owen Williams 


289 Jr. Macon, GA 


28 Lemond Johnson DB 


Cooper City, FL. 


88 Ethan Wolf 


243 Fr. Minster, OH 


21 Riyahd Jones 0B 


Columbus, GA 


53. Colton Jumper LB 


6-2 Lookout Mountain 


14” Justin Worley 


224 Sr. Rock Hill, SC 


19 Devrin Young 


178 St ——__—Knoxville 
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TD Long Avg/G 
10 51 154.9 


Tackles; A.J. Johnson 106, B. Randolph 75, D. Sapp 
Tackles for loss; A.J. Johnson 8.5, D. Sapp 8, M. Walls 7.5 
Sacks: C. Miller 6.5, M. Walls 4.5, J. Williams 1.5 
Interceptions; B. Randolph 4, C. Sutton 2, B. Brewer 2 


Long Avg/G 
60 93,7 


GP Effic Cmp Att Int Pct Yards 
J. Worley 8 1174 109 196 8 55.6 1239 
J. Dobbs 5 1033 72 121 6 595 695 

GP No. Yards Avg TD Long Ava/G 
A.Howard 11 44 388 88 3 33) 1353 
M. North an 38 #496 131 1 48 454 
R. Neal 12 27 108 8640 Ch s16t 79.0 

GP Att Gain Loss Net Avg 1D 
R. Neal 12 215 1163 39 1124 52 12 
M. Lane "1 FOU) 5525 718 534 bs 4 
J. Dobbs 5 38 263 «474 #189 85.0 


NOTEBOOK 


osh Dobbs, who made four starts last year, was 

the most impressive quarterback in the spring 
game. He completed 6 of 9 passes for 199 yards and 
three touchdowns, and he scored on a 59-yard run in 
which he broke three tackles. 

Justin Worley was 11 of 13 for 151 yards and one 
score. He also ripped off a 49-yard run. 

Riley Ferguson was 7 of 12 for 83 yards but had 
one interception, lost a fumble and was sacked three 
times. Nathan Peterman was 8 of 11 for 81 yards 
and one score. 

¢ Spring Awards: Linebacker Curt Maggitt won 
the Al Wilson Leadership Award. Guard Kyler 
Kerbyson won most improved on offense. Defensive 
end Corey Vereen was most improved on defense. 
Wide receiver Marquez North won the skill award. 
Fullback Joe Stocstill the power award. 

¢ Two mid-term true freshmen had outstanding 
performances in the spring game. Josh Malone 
caught six passes for 181 yards and three touch- 
downs. Jalen Hurd ran for 66 yards on 11 carries and 
one score. They helped spark an offense that gained 
762 yards (514 passing) and had four touchdowns of 
45 yards or more. 

¢ Tennessee moved WR Devrin Young back to 
running back, and DB Jalen Reeves-Maybin went to 
outside linebacker. Freshman LB Jakob Johnson 
was switched to defensive end. 

¢ Departures: Tennessee lost OL Tiny Richardson 
(early to NFL), LB Christian Harris (transfer), RB Tom 
Smith (transfer), DT Greg Clark, and three receivers: 
Pig Howard (leave of absence), Vincent Dallas (trans- 
fer) and Paul Harris (transfer). 

¢ Six players had non-contact jerseys throughout 
the spring: S Brian Randolph, DT Trevarris 
Saulsberry, WR Drae Bowles, WR Ryan Jenkins, 
TE Brendan Downs and TE A.J. Branisel. 

¢ UT had a nation’s leading 14 players enroll at 
mid-term, the third time in four years Butch Jones 
has had the most mid-termers in the country. Eight 
won or competed for a starting job: WR Von Pearson, 
OT Dontavius Blair, OT Coleman Thomas, WR Josh 
Malone, RB Jalen Hurd, TE Daniel Helm, DT Owen 
Williams and CB Emmanuel Moseley. 

¢ UT generously announced 68,548 at the spring 
game — the second largest spring crowd in UT history. 


OPPOSING COACHES VIEW 


¢ On the state of the program: "Butch Jones 
is doing a really good job. I’m impressed with him. 
He's a real down-to-earth dude, not the pompous 
ass like Derek Dooley was. The problem with 
Tennessee is they lost all their linemen and they 
have quarterback issues. You can’t win in this 
league at a high level without good line play. And 
they're gonna start three linemen (two on offense) 
that just arrived on campus in January? That's 
tough. They have a good young receiver in 
(Marquez) North and they signed a real good run- 
ning back in Jalen Hurd." 

¢ On this season: "They play nine teams that 
went to a bowl game last year -- that’s a bad ath- 
letic director and bad luck. Anything better than a 
6-6 record would be a major accomplishment." 
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Marlin Lane 
Photo by Randy Sartin-USA TODAY Sports 


soul” of the defense for his leadership 
and versatility. He will play outside 
linebacker and end. 

“We're going to ask a lot of him men- 
tally and physically,” Jones said. 

If redshirt freshman Jalen Reeves- 
Maybin emerges at one outside spot, 
the linebackers will be a strong suit. 
Freshmen Dillon Bates, Jakob Johnson 
and Gavin Bryant could help. 

The defensive line loses 101 starts and 
returns eight — all by senior end Jordan 
Williams. Williams worked some at 
tackle in the spring to shore up a weak 
position. Sophomore Corey Vereen, 

a gifted pass rusher, is the other end. 

Junior college transfer Owen Williams 
and Danny O’Brien are the tackles, but 
neither emerged in the spring. Trevarris 


2011 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 20.3 106 
Rushing 90.1 

Passing 242.6 

Total 332.7 


36.2 
160.3 
315.6 
475.9 


Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE PER GAME 
22.6 
162.7 
177.8 


340.5 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Pass 
Total 


PER GAME 
35.7 
188.8 
282.5 
471.3 


Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


TO MARGIN PER GAME TO MARGIN PER GAME 
0 +0.0 -5 - 0.42 
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2012 RANKINGS 
OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 


Saulsberry, who missed spring with an 
injury, should start. There is little qual- 
ity depth. 

Randolph is the best defensive back, 
but he missed the spring after shoulder 
surgery. Cornerback Cameron Sutton 
was a Freshman All-American and had 
a team-high nine passes defended and 
a pick six. Justin Coleman, a two-year 
starter, was moved from corner to nick- 
el, since UT will implement the nickel 
more than 50 percent of the time. 

That leaves the battle for the other 
corner spot between 16S-pound true 
freshman Emmanuel Moseley, Malik 
Foreman and Riyahd Jones. 

Junior safety LaDarrell McNeil is a re- 
turning starter, but he could be pushed 
by true freshmen Rashaan Gaulden, 
Cortez McDowell or Todd Kelly Jr. 

Jones was upset that the defense al- 
lowed 762 yards in the spring game and 
yielded five plays of 45 or more yards. 

“Unacceptable,” Jones moaned. 
“We need to take tremendous strides 
in our tackling.” 

An influx of defensive talent — 14 of 
the 18 summer newcomers are defensive 
players — will be needed upon arrival. 

“Tf they don’t understand that 
message,” Jones said, “then they’re 
not listening.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Jones proclaimed Michael Palardy 
the team MVP last season. Palardy led 
UT with 76 points, nailing 14 of 17 
field-goal attempts. The departed senior 
ranked third in the SEC in punting 
(44.5 yards per game), handled kickoff 
duties and recorded several touchdown- 
saving tackles on returns. 

Redshirt sophomore George Bullock 
had the place-kicking lead coming out 
of spring. Senior walk-on Derrick Brodus 
tied a school record for kicking points 


2013 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 23.8 94 
Rushing 188.4 44 
Passing 164.9 109 
Total 353.3 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PER GAME 
29.0 
207.3 
211.1 
418.4 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
+1 +01 
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10-YEAR WINNING TREND 


% 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 


BEST & 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


LB A.J. Johnson 

A two-time All-SEC perform- 
er, Johnson has 324 tackles 
(21.5 for loss) in his three- 
year career, but he has just 
one sack and no interceptions. 
... Will make stops from side- 
line to sideline but needs to 
play more upfield. ... Has 
proven to be a solid leader on 
the team. ... Has reached double-figure tackles in half of 
his 36 career games. ... He’s made 37 tackles in three 
career games vs. Alabama. 


EMERGING STAR 
WR Marquez North 


Was a freshman All-American 
after leading Vols with 496 
receiving yards on 38 catches. 
... Those 38 catches is the sec- 
ond-highest freshman total in 
school history, trailing Kelley 
Washington, who had 64 in 
2001. ... Acrobatic one-handed 
catch against South Carolina 
helped spark the upset of a Top-10 team. ... Gained 
10 pounds and now is an imposing 6-4, 226. ... 
Has improved his route running. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


WR Von Pearson 

The junior college transfer 
made more acrobatic catches 
than any receiver in the spring 
and left defenders in his wake 
with some nifty moves. ... Will 
help make up for the loss of 
last year’s leading receiver, 
Pig Howard. ... Surprisingly 
polished receiver for a JC 
transfer. ... Rated a four-star prospect out of Feather 
River College in Quincy, Calif., by 247Sports. ... Made 
93 catches for 1,601 yards and 12 TDs last year. 


RESULTS 
5-7, 2-6 


AUSTIN PEAY 45-0 
WESTERN KENTUCKY 52-20 
at Oregon 14-59 

at Florida 17-31 
SOUTH ALABAMA = 31-24 
GEORGIA (OT) 31-34 
SOUTH CAROLINA 23-21 
at Alabama 10-45 

at Missouri 3-31 
AUBURN 23-55 
VANDERBILT 10-14 
at Kentucky 27-14 


Spt NG Ni Senter ae ene ae 
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Leader in all ways 
ready to return 


urt Maggitt didn’t play football last season. 

The Tennessee linebacker tore his ACL 
against Missouri in November 2012 and, despite 
extensive rehab, was never 100 percent. 

“L really wasn’t feeling like myself,” Maggitt said. 

In early October, Maggitt, a preseason All-SEC 
pick in 2013, told Tennessee coach Butch Jones 
he planned to redshirt. 

“Hardest decision that | made,” Maggitt said. 

So the man who in two years had 17 career 
Starts, 86 tackles and 10.5 stops behind the line 
was done for the season. But he wasn’t done 
trying to help his team or his defense. 

Maggitt worked on the scout team, trying to 
make his teammates better. Though not at full 
speed, he did his best as a pass rusher to chal- 
lenge the offensive line in practice. 

“When the offensive line gave up a sack (ina 
game), it bugged me,” Maggitt said. “The game 
should be easier than blocking me in practice.” 

That kind of spunk, that kind of drive, that 
kind of leadership, led Jones to call Maggitt “the 
heart and soul of our team.” 

Quite a compliment for the junior from West 
Palm Beach, Fla., who has yet to play a down 


for Jones. 


Maggitt, who was presented the inaugural Al 
Wilson Leadership Award in the spring. 


talks, everybody listens.” 


The Vols plan to expand Maggitt’s role 
this season. He’s been an outside linebacker : 
throughout his career. This spring, he played : 


some end with his hand on the ground. 


“You'll see him all over the field,” Jones said. : 


Date Opponent 13 Record 


dropping in coverage. You'll see him in the line- : 


“You'll see him rushing the passer. You'll see him 


backer spot.” 
Maggitt said he’s up for the challenge. 


“I’m down to do whatever,” said Maggitt, hop- 
ing to build on his 2.5 career sacks. “I want to 3 


get to that quarterback, though.” 


Jones liked the way Maggitt progressed in 


the spring. 


“He looks very natural in a lot of ways,” Jones 
said. “He’s long and he’s got the ability to rush : 
the passer. His overall presence up front has 3 


been a help. 


“He’s going through a learning process. It’s : 
the small details — the stance, the start, the : 


get-off. But | can see his confidence growing.” 


And Maggitt is confident the defense will be 


much improved with his presence. 


(17) in a game in 2012, but didn’t see the 
field last year because of Palardy. 
Senior Matt Darr has a strong leg 


: and displayed more consistency in 

: the spring. He was the regular punter 
: in 2011 and has a career average of 

: 38.4 yards. 


Devrin Young handled punt (7.9 per 


attempt) and kickoff (25.9) returns, 
: but Cameron Sutton is competing for 
: punt returns. 


Tennessee faced the nation’s tough- 


: est schedule last season, according to 
? NCAA.com, as opponents had a .658 
: win percentage. Seven were ranked in 
: the Top 25 — four in the Top 10. Can 
? you say déja vu? 


The Vols face nine teams that went 


: 7-2 in bowl games — six that won at 

? least nine games. A trip to Oklahoma 

: highlights the non-conference sched- 
: ule that also includes Utah State (9-5), 
: which won the Poinsettia Bowl, and 

; Arkansas State (8-5), which won the 

: GoDaddy.com Bowl. 


The SEC gauntlet includes games 


; at Georgia, Ole Miss, South Carolina 

: and Vanderbilt. The home conference 
“| feel like a lot of guys look up to me,” said schedule features Alabama, which UT 

: hasn’t beaten since 2006; Florida, which 
: UT hasn't beaten since 2004; Missouri, 
“He's our leader,” Jones said. “He’s the one : 


who has everyone’s respect. When Curt Maggitt : 


which played for the SEC Champion- 
ship; and Kentucky. 
The only “breather” is a home game 
against Chattanooga. 
— Jimmy Hyams 


Aug. 31 UTAH STATE 9-5 
Sept.6 | ARKANSAS STATE 8-5 
Sept. 13 at Oklahoma 11-2 
Sept. 27 at Georgia 8-5 
Oct. 4 FLORIDA 4-8 
Oct. 11 CHATTANOOGA 8-4 
Oct. 18 at Ole Miss 8-5 
Oct. 25 ALABAMA 11-2 
Nov. 1 at South Carolina 11-2 
Nov. 15 KENTUCKY 2-10 
Nov. 22 MISSOURI 12-2 
Nov. 29 at Vanderbilt 9-4 
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THE RACE 

Yeah, we all had this as Auburn-Missouri. No? Neither team began the 2013 
season with any hype. Auburn had gone 0-8 in the SEC a year earlier. Mizzou 
posted all of two conference victories in 2012 — one over lowly Kentucky and the 
other a four-overtime affair at languishing Tennessee. 

In 2013, though, the Tigers of Missouri served notice right away in the East, 
winning at seventh-ranked Georgia and following with a 36-17 domination of 
Florida. The heart-breaking double-overtime loss to South Carolina a week later 
— when Missouri’s Andrew Baggett missed a 24-yard field-goal attempt — failed 
to break the Tigers’ back. 

Fueled by a big-play defensive front featuring Michael Sam and Kony Ealy, 
Missouri allowed only 30 points in winning the next three games. The Tigers 
then clinched the outright division title with a 28-21 home win over Texas A&M, 
as Henry Josey sprinted 57 yards for the winning points with 3:34 left. 

In the West, Auburn started 1-1 with a loss at LSU before its spread option 
offense roared through the league. They'll be publishing books about this season 
and the miracle finishes along the way, but we'll skip ahead because you know it 
all leads to a winner-take-the-West Iron Bow] at Jordan-Hare. 

One second left. A 57-yard field goal try by Alabama. A 109-yard return by 
Chris Davis. A 34-28 win. The Kick Six. Pandemonium. 

Auburn coach Gus Malzahn then summed up the season for both sets of 
Tigers: “Our guys believe,” he said. 


THE CHAMPION 

Auburn's 59-42 victory over Missouri in the SEC Championship Game was so 
fitting. Malzahn’s crew rewrote the title game record book, rolling up 670 yards 
of offense, including a staggering 533 on the ground. Auburn left no doubt it 
belonged in the BCS title game opposite Florida State. 

Auburn was so close to its second national championship this decade, 
but FSU’s Jameis Winston connected on a 2-yard touchdown pass to Kelvin 
Benjamin with 13 seconds remaining for a 34-31 victory. 

The Tigers’ season — led offensively by quarterback Nick Marshall, Heisman 
finalist running back Tre Mason and All-American left tackle Greg Robinson — 
provided a blueprint for a new way of business in the SEC. 

Auburn didn’t always play defense like a usual SEC champ, but its up-tempo spread 
offense averaged 5013 yards and 39.5 points in winning the best league in America. 


THE STARS 

Offensive Player of the Year: Tre Mason, RB, Auburn 

He earned his postseason accolades by rushing for 164 yards against Alabama, 
and then 304 yards (on 46 carries!) in the SEC title game. Mason’s 195 yards vs. 
Florida State pushed his season total to 1,816, with 23 rushing touchdowns. 

Defensive Player of the Year: Michael Sam, DE, Missouri 

Sam was a pass-rushing beast, using an unequaled burst around the corner 
to post 11.5 sacks and 19 tackles for loss. He shared the official league Defensive 
POY award with Alabama LB C.J. Mosley, but Sam gets the nod here. 

Coach of the Year: Gus Malzahn, Auburn 

Malzahn directed one of the finest turnarounds in the history of college foot- 
ball, leading Auburn to an overall nine-win improvement from the 2012 season. 
He became just the second first-year coach to lead his team to the national title 
game (Miami's Larry Coker). 


THE BOWLS 

The SEC has thoroughly enjoyed its run as the biggest bully in college foot- 
ball, but its preposterous streak of seven consecutive national titles ended with 
Auburn's narrow loss to the Seminoles. Earlier, in the Sugar Bowl, Oklahoma 
kicked sand in Alabama’s face, rubbing it in with 45 points. It was no sweat in the 
other bowls, though, with the league coasting to a 7-1 record. 


BCS Championship Florida State 34, Auburn 31 
Sugar Oklahoma 45, Alabama 31 
Cotton Missouri 41, Oklahoma State 31 
Outback LSU 21, lowa 14 

Gator Nebraska 24, Georgia 19 

Capital One South Carolina 34, Wisconsin 24 
Chick-fil-A Texas A&M 52, Duke 48 

Liberty Mississippi State 44, Rice 7 
BBVA Compass Vanderbilt 41, Houston 24 
Music City Ole Miss 25, Georgia Tech 17 
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ALL-SEC TEAM 


OFFENSE - First Team 


Johnny Manziel 
Tre Mason 
TJ. Yeldon 
Arthur Lynch Georgia 
Mike Evans Texas A&M 
Jordan Matthews Vanderbilt 
Reese Dismukes Auburn 
Jake Matthews Texas A&M 
Cyrus Kouandjio Alabama 
Gabe Jackson _ Mississippi State 
Wesley Johnson Vanderbilt 
Odell Beckham Jr. LSU 
Marshall Morgan Georgia 
Alabama 
LSU 


Texas A&M 
Auburn 
Alabama 


Christion Jones 
Odell Beckham Jr. 


DEFENSE - First Team 


DL 
OL 
DL 
OL 


LB 
LB 
LB 


Michael Sam Missouri 
Jadeveon Clowney South Carolina 
Dee Ford 
Kelcy Quarles 
CJ. Mosley 
Ramik Wilson 
A.J, Johnson 
Cody Prewitt 
Ha Ha Clinton-Dix 
E.J. Gaines 


Auburn 

South Carolina 
Alabama 
Georgia 
Tennessee 
Ole Miss 
Alabama 
Missouri 
Florida 
Texas A&M 


Vernon Hargreaves 
Drew Kaser 


EASTERN 


Team 


Missouri 
South Carolina 
Georgia 
Vanderbilt 
Florida 
Tennessee 
Kentucky 


WESTERN 


Team 


Alabama 


SEC IN REVIEW 


*as selected by the league coaches 


OFFENSE - Second Team 


QB 
RB 
RB 
WR 


AJ McCarron 
Mike Davis 
Jeremy Hill 
Odell Beckham Jr. 
Jarvis Landry LSU 
Travis Swanson Arkansas 
Malcolm Johnson Mississippi State 
La’el Collins LSU 
Antonio Richardson Tennessee 
Justin Britt 
Anthony Steen 
Marcus Murphy 
Michael Palardy 
Solomon Patton 


Alabama 
South Carolina 
LSU 
LSU 


Missouri 
Alabama 
Missouri 
Tennessee 
Florida 


DEFENSE - Second Team 


DL 
DL 
DL 


DL 
LB 
LB 
LB 


LSU 
Arkansas 
Alabama 
Arkansas 

LSU 

Georgia 
Kentucky 


Anthony Johnson 
Chris Smith 

Ed Stinson 

Trey Flowers 
Laniin Barrow 
Jordan Jenkins 
Avery Williamson 
Andre Hal Vanderbilt 
Chris Davis Auburn 
Nickoe Whitley Mississippi State 
Kenny Ladler Vanderbilt 
Cody Mandell Alabama 


Lindy’s Sports Annuals 177 


TEXAS A&M 


AGGIES 


For more coverage of the Aggies, visit tamu.247Sports.com 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Jake Spavital 


AT A GLANCE 


2013: 
9-4 overall, 4-4 SEC (4th, West) 


COACH: 
Kevin Sumlin — At Texas A&M: 20-6, 2 years; 
overall: 55-23, 6 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
16; 5 offense, 9 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

RB Tra Carson, RB Trey Williams, WR Ricky 

Seals-Jones, OT Cedric Ogbuehi, OL Jarvis 
Harrison, DE Gavin Stansbury, DB Deshazor 
Everett, P Drew Kaser 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

Even with the departure of three first-round 
draft picks, the offense should again generate 
plenty of points and excitement, as the veteran 
line is loaded with talented players, the run- 
ning backs are outstanding and the receiving 
corps is filled with big-play threats. If A&M 


receives adequate play at quarterback, the 
offense should roll. The special teams should 
also play positive roles. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

With an influx of talented and highly touted 
newcomers, along with the return of plenty 

of players who were thrown into the fire as 
freshmen last year, the defense should be 
better. But how much better can the Aggies 
be in one year? The defense needs to improve 
by leaps and bounds from last year’s unit that 
ranked last in the SEC. 


KEY LOSSES: 
QB Johnny Manziel, RB Ben Malena, WR Mike 
Evans, OL Jake Matthews, DB Toney Hurd Jr. 


OVERVIEW: 

Kevin Sumlin is stocking the cupboard in 
Aggieland with big-time recruits who could 
make Texas A&M a contender for the SEC West 
title as soon as 2015. While the Aggies should 
earn a sixth straight bowl invitation, A&M may 
be too young and inexperienced to finish in the 
upper echelon of the league in the first season 
of the post-Manziel era. 
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DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Mark Snyder 


STADIUM: Kyle Field: 106,300 


Without Johnny Football, Aggies Reload For 2014 


irst, some history. Despite suffer- 
Fe: a 24-0 loss to Penn State in the 

1999 Alamo Bowl, Texas A&M fell 
only a few spots in the polls and finished 
the year at No. 23 in the AP rankings. 

The Aggies finished the 1990s as the 
country’s sixth-most successful Division I 
team (based on total wins), compiling a 
94-28-2 record during the decade. The 
finish in ‘99 marked the third consecu- 
tive season that A&M, under then-head 
coach R.C. Slocum, was ranked in the 
final polls. 

Fifteen years later, the 2014 Aggies can 
take a major step toward consistent ex- 
cellence and re-establishing A&M as one 
of the premier programs in the country. 

They are looking to finish in the polls 
for a third straight season, which hasn’t 
happened since 1997-99. A&M went 
20-6 in its first two seasons in the SEC, 
as Johnny Manziel set a bevy of school 
and conference records en route to 
becoming one of the most well-known 
personalities in college football history. 

The Manziel era is now over. Fel- 
low first-round draft picks Mike Evans 
and Jake Matthews have also departed, 
leaving gaping holes on a record- 
setting offense. And even though the 
Aggies return plenty of starters on the 
other side of the ball, defense remains a 
huge concern after A&M ranked 109th 
nationally and last in the SEC in total 
defense last year. 

A&M has recruited exceptionally well 
recently, but with so much youth and 
inexperience throughout the depth 
chart, no one would be shocked if the 
Aggies fell out of the national polls this 
fall. The upperclassmen on this squad 
realize many people around the country 
expect A&M to take a tumble, but the 
Aggies are embracing the challenge to 
prove otherwise. 

“As seniors, we want to prove that ARM 


can survive the loss of some great players 
and continue winning,” said senior defen- 
sive back Deshazor Everett. “We want to 
continue the momentum that’s been built 
the last two years, and the only way to do 
that is to keep on winning.” 

Added senior wide receiver Malcome 
Kennedy: “We're ready to prove doubters 
wrong. We're building a program that 
will be great for years, and as a senior, 

I don’t want to take any steps back.” 

With so many questions and young- 
sters, it’s unlikely A&M will contend 
in the SEC West. But it’s not out of the 
question that this team could win eight 
or nine games and continue building 
on the momentum that began with the 
Aggies’ move to the SEC. 


OFFENSE 

Since the school’s first football team 
in 1894, Texas A&M has never featured 
a quarterback like the incomparable 
Johnny Manziel. Fortunately for A&M, 
the Aggies do not need another Manziel 
to keep the offense running at a high 
rate. The Aggies probably just need 
adequate quarterback play to keep the 
machine humming. 

We'll see. 

Fifth-year senior Matt Joeckel, who 
appeared in 10 games during his career 
and started the 2013 opener when 
Manziel was suspended for the first half, 
announced his transfer in April after 
spring practice. 

Sophomore Kenny Hill may be the 
best dual-threat quarterback option, 
although he was arrested in late March 
for public intoxication and was sus- 
pended indefinitely. That doesn’t mean 
Hill has been eliminated for contention 
for the starting job, but his suspension 
may have opened the door for true 
freshman Kyle Allen, a prized recruit 
who enrolled in January and was im- 
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Darian Claiborne 


Photo by Doug Holleman 


pressive during spring practices. Allen is 
a gifted passer with good mobility and 
natural leadership qualities. 

Whoever starts at quarterback will 
benefit from budding stars around him. 

The offensive line may prove to 
be one of the best in recent memory. 
Left tackle Cedric Ogbuehi is capable 
of following in the first-round draft- 
pick footsteps of Luke Joeckel and Jake 
Matthews, and junior Mike Matthews 
(Jake’s younger brother) is progressing 
quickly at center. 

Guard Jarvis Harrison is an outstand- 
ing blocker, while sophomore Germain 
Ifedi, who started at right guard last year, 
was one of the stars of the spring in his 
move to right tackle. Kevin Sumlin is 
assembling exceptional depth, such as 
junior college transfers Jermaine Eluemu- 
nor and Avery Gennesy and veterans like 
Garrett Gramling and Joseph Cheek. 

“T was thrilled big Ced (Ogbuehi) 
decided to come back for his senior 


Cedric Ogbuehi 
Photo by Doug Holleman } 


Stained 


season,” junior running back Tra Carson 
said. “Those guys up front can get the 
job done.” 

So can the guys in the backfield, led by 
the punishing Carson, who often rattles 
defenders who tackle him. While Carson 
is “crash,” the game-breaking, elusive 
and explosive Trey Williams is “dash.” 
A&M also possesses other promising run- 
ning backs in former five-star recruit and 
Oklahoma transfer Brandon Williams 
and redshirt freshman James White. 

Redshirt freshman Ricky Seals-Jones 
may be the next big (6-5) go-to receiv- 
ing target for the offense now that 
Mike Evans is in the NFL, while senior 
Malcome Kennedy, the second-leading 
receiver from last year, is reliable and 
steady. Young players like LaQuvionte 
Gonzalez, Edward Pope, Ja’Quay Wil- 
liams and Kyrion Parker are progressing, 
and then there’s true freshman Speedy 
Noil, who wowed coaches in the spring. 

“He’s as explosive as anybody I’ve 


ER YR. 
QB Kyle Alien Fr. 
RB TraCarson Jf. 
WR MalcomeKennedy* _ Sr. 


COMMENT 
Prized recruit must win the job in summer workouts. 
Punishing runner with the ability to break long runs, too. 
Dependable receiver and emerging team leader. 


ever seen,” wide receivers coach David 
Beaty said of Noil. 

Based on spring developments, 6-6, 
274-pound tight end Cameron Clear 
could be a much more focal part of the 
passing attack, as well. 


DEFENSE 


If Texas A&M had merely been a run- 
of-the-mill defense last year, the Aggies 
might have run the table. Instead, the 
youthful A&M defenders were often run 
over, allowing a whopping 475.8 yards 
and 32.2 points per game. It was often 
too much for even the high-powered 
A&M offense to overcome. 

“Early in the season, we had to plug 
leaks and had to be fairly simple, which 
in today’s world isn’t a good thing 
unless you just have superior talent,” 
defensive coordinator Mark Snyder said. 

“There are just not a lot of teams that 
can go out and play one defense or two 
in today’s college football. You 


Offense 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Kenny Hill, So. 

Trey Williams, Jr. 
Jeremy Tabuyo, So. 


WR ___ Ricky Seals-Jones Fr. Mike Evans-type skills, but needs to stay healthy. LaQuvionte Gonazlez, So. 
WR _ Sabian Holmes Jr. Made five starts last year and ready to emerge. Speedy Noil, Fr. 

TE Cameron Clear Sr. Big receiving target that new QBs will love. Brandon Alexander, Jr. 
LT Cedric Ogbuehi* Sr. Could be Aggies’ next OL first-round NFL Draft pick. Avery Gennesy, Jr. 

LG Jarvis Harrison* Sr. __ Dependable blocker who has made 25 consecutive starts. Garrett Gramling, Sr. 

C Mike Matthews* Jr. Beginning to emerge as an outstanding OL tone setter. Ben Compton, Sr. 

RG —_ Joseph Cheek Jr. Great spring and will need to have great summer to win job. — Jermaine Eluemunor, Jr. 
RT Germain Ifedi* So. __ Made a smooth transition from right guard to right tackle. Ryan Lindblade, So. 

PK —_ Josh Lambo* Jr. Steady FG and PAT kicker who was a huge 2013 addition. Taylor Bertolet, Jr. 
“Returning Starter 


S STARTER 
DE Gavin Stansbury* Sr. 
DT _Isaiah Golden* So. 
DT Alonzo Williams* ur. 


COMMENT 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


Tied team lead in sacks in 2013 despite missing two games, Daeshon Hall, So. 
Should continue to improve after solid true freshman season. Zaycoven Henderson, Fr. 
Solid inside performer must hold on to keep starting spot. Justin Manning, Fr. 


DE Julien Obioha* Jr___ Looking to rebound from somewhat disappointing 2013. __ Jay Arnold, So. 


LB Donnie Baggs Sr. 
LB _ Jordan Mastrogiovanni_ So. 
LB Darian Claiborne* SO. 
CB Deshazor Everett* Sr. 
CB De'Vante Harris* Jr. 
SS Howard Matthews" _Sr. 


Needs to step forward to have a big senior season. 

One of many promising young defenders. 

Best of the front seven defenders last year? Had 89 stops. 
Proven playmaker with a flair for the extraordinary. 

Solid cover corner, but needs to be a better tackler. 

Had three interceptions, but gave up too many big plays. 


Shaan Washington, So. 
Reggie Chevis, Fr. 
Tommy Sanders, Sr. 
Victor Davis, Fr. 
Tavares Garner, So. 
Jonathan Wiggins, So. 


FS Floyd Raven* Sr. Another senior whose improvement is key to the defense. Devonta Burns, Jr. 
P Drew Kaser* Jp___May be best A&M punter since legendary Shane Lechler. Shane Tripucka, Fr. 


*Returning Starter 
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S RECRUITING 2014 Ee ze 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 


Kyle Allen 
Taking over for a 
Heisman Trophy win- 
ner is no small feat. 
Doing so as a true 


freshman quarterback i 


in the SEC would be 
too much to ask of 
just about anyone, 
regardless of talent 
level. But Kyle Allen 
has the mental and 
physical makeup to 
be up to the task. 


Just don’t expect him i 
to scramble for yards : 


like his predecessor. 


Pos itt 
Otaro Alaka BOG 


Wt Stars 
20 9Oo00 


Speedy Noil 

The No. 1 wide receiv- 
er recruit in the coun- 
try for 2015, Noil is 
known for being 
extremely elusive, 


causing nightmares for 


defensive backs with 
his elite explosiveness, 
change of direction 
and hands. Noil does 
not get enough credit 
for being a physical 
presence because of 
his listed size, but he 
has long arms and is 
well put together. 


Myles Garrett 
Myles Garrett, the 
247Sports Composite 
No. 2 overall prospect 
in the 2015 class. A 
physical freak, Garrett 
is college football's 
best chance at a 
counter attack to the 
read-option because 
of his ability to crash 
the edge and wreak 
havoc in the offensive 
backfield. 


Hometown 
Houston 


Cypress Fal 
247Sports Composite rated No. 11 outside linebacker nationally and No. 18 player in 
Texas... As a senior, had 60 tackles, including 13 tackles for loss, two sacks, and two 
passes broken up despite missing five games due to injury. 


Kyle Allen 0 63 20 OOOOO Scolisdale, AZ Desert Mountain 
Ranked No. 1 prep school quarterback and No. 10 player nationally and No. 1 player in 
Arizona by 247Sports Composite... In final three seasons, had more than 5,000 yards 

ssing and 86 touchdowns... Completed 186 of 272 passes for 2,535 yards and 29 
‘ouchdowns with 10 interceptions as a senior. 


Qualen Cunningham DE 63 20 OO00 Chandler, AZ Hamilton 
Ranked No. 9 weakside defensive end nationally and No. 6 pl it in Arizona by 
247Sports Composite... Semper Fidelis All-American... All-State... As a senior, had 74 
tackles, including eight tackles for loss, 19 sacks, 53 quarterback pressures and two 
fumbles recovered. 


Kealvin Davis Oo 64 25 ooo Garland Lakeview Centennial 
247Sports Composite rated No. 71 player in Texas... All-District... Anchor of offensive 
line that helped offense average 362 yards per game... Allowed no quarterback sacks 
as a senior. 


Jermaine Eluemunor OL 6-4 315 ©@OO __ Denville,NJ Lackawanna (PA) College 
Ranked No. 3 offensive tackle and No. 7 player nationally and No. 1 player in 
Pennsylvania by 247Sports Composite... The London native only played organized 
football for two years... As a senior, helped anchor offensive line for an offense that 
averaged 379 yards per game. 


Myles Garrett DE 65 20 OOO0O0 Arlington Martin 
247Sports Composite rated No.1 weakside defensive end and No. 2 player nationally and 
No.1 player in Texas... UnderArmour All-American... All-State... Had 81 tackles, 20.5 
sacks, 23 quarterback hurries, three fumbles caused, and four blocked kicks as a senior. 


Avery Gennesy Oo 65 30 OO060 MS 

Ranked No. 5 junior college outside linebacker and No. 9 player nationally by 247Sports 
Composite... NJCAA All-American as a senior... Two-year mainstay on offensive line 
that paved the way for NJCAA leading 62.2 points per game. 


JJ Gustafson OL 65 275 
Enrolled in sept 
n 


and No. 50 player in Texas. 


DB 510 180 OOO0 Richmond 
247Sports Composite rated No. 7 cornerback nationally and No. 8 player in Texas... As 
a senior, completed 38 of 72 passes for 531 yards and six touchdowns... Had 364 
yards rushing and 10 touchdowns... Had 26 receptions for 283 yards and six touch- 
downs... Had 50 tackles and six interceptions. 


Zaycaven Henderson DT 61 310 GOOSO Longview Longview 
Enrolled in January... Ranked No. 20 defensive tackle nationally and No. 26 player in 
Texas by 247Sports Composite... Semper Fidelis All-American... Despite missing five 
pauls with an Injury, had 36 tackles, including 13 tackles for loss, two sacks, one 
umble caused, one fumble recovered, and scored one touchdown as a senior. 


Frank iheanacho «=WR «266 20 GOOG Houston Westside 
247Sports Composite rated No. 14 wide receiver nationally and No. 13 player in 
Texas... As a senior, had 47 receptions for 722 yards and 16 touchdowns. 
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Dallas Dallas Jesuit 
. 247Sports Composite rated No. 36 offensive guard nationally 


oc 
Lu 
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Lu 
Lu 
— 
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Lu 
ae 
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Committments 
Average Stars 


6GO66 
OOO6S 
6666S 
66066 


Total Stars 
National Rank: 5 


Joshua Reynolds SEC: 3 
A full qualifier out of 
high school, Reynolds 
focused on football for 
a season at junior col- 
lege, where his tremen- 
dous leaping ability and 
hand-eye coordination 
helped him put up big 
numbers. As his under- 
Standing of route-run- 
ning increases, 
Reynolds should 
become a dependable 
option when the Aggies 
want a bigger receiver 
on the field. 


2arsronrs COMPOSITE 


2015 NEEDS: 


Look for the Aggies to add help along both interior 
lines, with multiple guards and defensive tackles need- 
ed., as well as a true center. An impact inside line- 
backer that can stop the run is a must, as is more 
depth at cornerback and running back. 

— Kipp Adams 


Pos Ht Wt Hometown 


Jamal Jeffery WR 59 #15 OOO Lotkin Lufkin 
Ranked No. 65 wide receiver nationally and No. 52 player in Texas by 247Sports 
Composite... Missed most of senior season due to injury... Had 28 receptions for 
de yards and four touchdowns... Had 62 yards rushing and one touchdown on 
our carries. 


Stars 


Jarrett Johnson DE 63 20 SOOO Katy Seven Lakes 
247Sports Composite rated No. 18 weakside defensive end nationally and No. 37 

layer in Texas... District Defensive Most Valuable Player... As a senior, had 59 tackles, 
ncluding nine tackles for loss, four sacks and one fumble caused. 


Zach Ledwik oh 65 20 Oooo La Grange La Grange 
Ranked No. 25 offensive tackle nationally and No. 38 player in Texas by 247Sports 
Composite... All-State... Had 72 pancake blocks and 143 knockdowns as a senior. 


Koda Martin oh 66 275 ooo Manvel Manvel 
247Sports Composite rated No. 19 offensive tackle nationally and No. 60 els in 
Texas... Second-team All-State... As a senior, had 72 tackles, including 12 tackles 
for loss, nine sacks, 29 quarterback pressures, seven fumbles caused and three 
fumbles recovered. 


Speedy Noil WR 511 19 OOGOO New Orleans, LA Edna Karr 
Ranked No. 1 wide receiver and No. 8 player nationally and No. 3 player in Louisiana 
by 247Sports Composite... Under Armour All-American... Helped team to two con- 
secutive appearances in state championship game... Completed 34 of 60 passes for 
563 yards and 10 touchdowns with one interception as a senior... Had 513 yards 
rushing and nine touchdowns... Had 107 yards receiving and three touchdowns... 
Returned one punt for touchdown... Missed five games due to injury. 


Josh Reynolds WR 6-4 
247Sports Composite rated No. 5 junior college wide receiver nationally... As a senior, 
had 44 receptions for 782 yards and 12 touchdowns... Had 44 receptions for 667 yards 
and eight touchdowns as a junior. 


10 OoO6 San Antonio Ter 6¢ 


Josh Walker | ooo°0 Gilmer Gilmer 
Ranked No. 20 outside linebacker nationally and No. 29 player in Texas by 247Sports 
Composite... Had 80 tackles, three sacks and 13 quarterback pressures as a senior... 
Had 152 yards rushing and three touchdowns on 16 carries. 


Deshawn Washingion DT 6-3 28 OGOC _ Nederland Nederland 
247Sports Composite rated No, 11 defensive tackle ahora and No. 17 player in 
Texas... Semper Fidelis All-American... As a senior, had 67 tackles, including 17 tack- 
les for loss, and eight sacks... Scored two offensive touchdowns. 


Armani Watts 1B 5 15 Seoo Fomey North Fomey 
Ranked No. 19 safety nationally and No. 24 player in Texas by 247Sports Composite... 
All-State... Had 64 tackles, nine interceptions and one fumble caused as a senior... 
Had 30 receptions for 446 yards and three touchdowns... Had 233 yards rushing on 
34 carries... Returned one kickoff for touchdown. 


Donovan Wilson OB CG] 18) OOO Shreveport, LA Woodlawn 
247Sports Composite rated No. 49 player in Louisiana... All-State... As a senior, had 
70 tackles, 13 interceptions and five fumbles caused... Had 57 receptions for 860 yards 
and nine touchdowns. 
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AGGIES SPRING ROSTER NOTEBOOK 


No. Name ; Hometown No. Name . Ht : he first work crew involved with the multi-phase, 

: $450 million redevelopment of Kyle Field started 
Heelan - an nia hours after the final home game of the 2013 season 
62 Chad Loitz 1 , on Nov. 9. Construction essentially continued around- 
Justin Manning . the-clock from that point forward as the east side of 
Taylor Martinez : the stadium was renovated and a south end zone 
j 1B 63 2 : facility was constructed. 

The seating capacity for Kyle Field this year is 
106,300. After the 2014 season, the west side of the 
stadium will be demolished and rebuilt. Beginning in 
2015, the stadium will seat 102,512, about 50 more 
than Tennessee’s Neyland Stadium. At that point, Kyle 
Field, which had a previous capacity of 82,589, will 
be the largest stadium in the SEC. 

The Aggies face some tough road tests in 2014 
with trips to South Carolina, Mississippi State, Alabama, 
Auburn and a neutral-site game against Arkansas in 
Arlington, Texas. But that may be a good thing. Texas 
A&M has compiled a 10-2 record in 12 games away 
from Kyle Field during the Kevin Sumlin era. 

; © The Aggies have gained 400 or more yards in 23 

Floyd Raven Sr. 7 of 26 games under Sumlin. A&M has also surpassed 

Josh Reynolds : . 500 total yards in 18 of 26 games the past two sea- 

Wan Robinson a : sons. And in the 26-game Sumlin era, A&M has 

Tommy Sanders : x scored 70 points once, 60 or more points three times, 

espns a = 3 50 or more 11 times, 40 or more points 19 times and 
30 or more 21 times. 


Missouri City pectic = ae ; ° While the offensive statistics were great, the 
Southaven,MS 39 Cameron Smith FB G2 225 un Arlington defensive numbers last year were wretched. The 
Clear Springs Cavin Stansbury DL 6-4 . Franklin, LA Aggies finished last in the SEC in total defense (475.8 
Isaiah Golden OL Carthage Jeremiah Stuckey OL 6-4 . Pacifica, CA yards per game), rushing defense (222.3) and scoring 
LaQuvionte Gonzalez WR Cedar Hill 19 JeremyTabuyo WR 5-11 Honolulu, HI defense (32.2 points). 

Garrett Gramling OL St Denton 35 Tyrell Taylor = LB 6-4 . Houston ¢ During the offseason, the names of several 
sakes Giey eae ire : _ Tomball Tyrone Taylor LB 6-3 members of the A&M football team appeared in the 
JJ. Gustafson 3 Dallas: ee _ = ss : newspaper. Unfortunately for A&M, it wasn’t in the 
sell om = a Traylor = = sports section, but rather the police blotter. Receiver 
aici “ ———— Ricky Seals-Jones was arrested on a disorderly 
saaaal livaies a conduct (language) charge following spring practices, 
Zayowen Henderson. DL 52 Brett Wade 7 while quarterback Kenny Hill was arrested for public 
Kenny Hill e - 98 Hardreck Walker DL 6-2 . i intoxication during the spring and missed the final 
AM Millard LB Sa: 55) Sone Daan 18 OES . week of practices because he was suspended. 
Sabian Holmes WR 5 a RB! 6-0 3 Linebacker Darian Claiborne and defensive lineman 
Clay Honeycutt deseo ie Shs p Isaiah Golden missed all of spring practices after 


Jonathan Wiggins DB 6-3 ‘ 
Shane Huhn Some Willams? DE ea arrests in February. 


Ben Huskinson Re on Brandon Williams RB 6-0 
Germain tfedi : Ja'Quay Williams WR 6-3 
16 MattJocckel = 0B 6-4 : Trey Williams RB 5-8 
38 Drew Kaser P63 .  Strongsville,OH 69 IshmaelWilson OL 6-4 
84 Malcome Kennedy WR 6-0 7 Cayuga 40 Kameron Yellin RB 6-0 


76 Joas Aguilar OL 6-4 
41 Brandon Alexander TE 6-6 
10 Kyle Allen 0B O63 
96 JayAmold DL 6-4 
Donnie Baggs 1B 6-1 
Justin Bass 1B 6-2 
Taylor Bertolet PLK 5-9 
DevontaBums DB 6-0 
TraCarson «RBC 


#8) 8/5) 8) 8/8 


ny 
= 
= 


RB 6-0 
Joseph Cheek OL 6-7 
Reggie Chevis B61 
Kyle Chism LB 

Darian Claiborne = LB 
Cameron Clear TE 

Nick Cobb LB 
Matthew Coleman DB 

Ben Compton oL 

David Darley TE 

Victor Davis DB 

Brice Dolezal RB 

Noel Ellis 


College Station 
~ Port Alien, LA 
Memphis, TN 
Allen 

San Antonio 

4 Friendswood 
Westlake Village, CA 


B/S) 8) 8/8/28 


x\e|x)9) ¢\e) 2/2) s\ 515 


New Orleans, LA 
Denville, NJ 
DeRidder, LA 
Smithville 
Santa Rosa 
Austin 


Deshazor Everett DB 
Ace Fierro WR 
Isaac Flores DL 
Alex Freeman DS 
Matt Fritsche DB 
Tavares Gamer DB 
Avery Gennesy oL 


Tyler Godwin OL 


B/S) °| €) °) BS) 8) 7) a) 8) 82) 8) 3/8") 8/9 8/ B/S) 5) 8/9) 4) S|) a/R 


gigi¢islelsieleielelsigisiz 


BB) B/N) BB) S) ~ S|) B) Sy) S) IB) SB) | B/S) R/S) S/S) BS) 8) B/N) 78) B/S) 8) S/S) |S) Sl) s/s/2) 8/8) S)a/8 


OPPOSING COACHES VIEW 


e On this season: “Post Johnny Manziel, 
they've got to get better on defense. They've been 
horrific on defense the last two years. They won't 


GPs Effic Cmp Int Pct Yards 1D Long Avg/G be as productive on offense without Johnny, no 
CG) ~—s«~PASSING J.Manziel 13 172.9 300 13 699 4114 37 95 316.5 way. They also lost (receiver) Mike Evans and a 
E great offensive lineman (Jake Matthews) -- three 
5 first-round picks. How do you replace that? The 
offense won't be good enough to bail out the 

z defense." 
=| GP Att. Gain Loss Net TD Long Avg/G © On the defense: "| don't know why they can’t 

J.Manziel = 13 144 923 164 759 9 49 584 i 7 

Oo RUSHING B.Malena 13 115 564 «413551 aD Ts wk find any defensive players in apt! Maybe they 
> 11 58 416 9 407 6 31 370 can put the 12th Man at defensive end or corner- 
oO Tackles: S. Jenkins 96, H. Matthews 90, D. Claiborne 89 back. Didn't they give up over 30 points to eight 
= DEF.LEADERS Tackles for loss: D. Claiborne 7, S. Jenkins 5.5, J. Obioha 5 teams? They brought a high-powered offense to 


Sacks: G. Stansbury 3, S. Washington 3, A. Williams 2.5 F 0 
Interceptions: H. Matthews 3, N. Askew 3, T. Sanders 2, D. Everett 2 the SEC but a Mountain West defense. 
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just can’t. When these youngsters (and 
incoming freshmen) grow up and we 
get a couple of classes behind them like 
these, we have a chance to be really 
good ... LSU and Alabama good.” 

Until then, Snyder and all A&M fans 
are hoping for defensive maturation and 
progress in 2014, which is quite possible 
considering the returning talent and the 
influx of difference-making newcomers. 

If sophomore defensive tackle Isaiah 
Golden returns to school in the fall, as 
expected, A&M will welcome back all 
four starters along the defensive line 
and all four backups from last season. 
The Aggies also added stellar defensive 


2011 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 39.1 11 
Rushing 199.2 24 
Passing 291.1 18 
Total 490.2 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PER GAME 
44.5 
242.1 
316.5 
558.6 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PER GAME 
28.2 
101.9 
276.3 
378.2 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PER GAME 
21.8 
139.5 
250.7 
390.2 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
= - 0.69 -5 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
- 0.38 
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2012 RANKINGS 


line recruits like five-star end Myles 
Garrett, along with heralded prospects 
Qualen Cunningham at end and 
Zaycoven Henderson at tackle. 

The newcomers join returning starters 
Gavin Stansbury, Ivan Robinson, Julien 
Obioha and Golden to provide Snyder 
with far more options and substitutes 
than last year. 

The depth should improve A&M’s 
pass rush, which will help a secondary 
with only one proven playmaker in 
Deshazor Everett, who has played 
cornerback and safety throughout his 
career. Fellow cornerback De’Vante 
Harris is a good pass defender, but he 
has not been a sure tackler. 

Senior safeties Howard Matthews, 
Floyd Raven Sr. and Clay Honeycutt 
all struggled in 2013. If the struggles 
continue, look for junior Devonta Burns 
and freshman Donovan Wilson to fac- 
tor into the safety situation. 

Texas A&M also needs improved 
play from its young linebackers. Three 
sophomores — Darian Claiborne, Jordan 
Mastrogiovanni and Shaan Washington 
— received considerable playing time 
as true freshmen and produced some 
memorable moments last season. 

Claiborne was particularly good last 
year but missed spring practices because 
he was suspended. In his absence, 
Mastrogiovanni was dramatically im- 
proved in the spring. A&M should also 
receive a lift from senior Justin Bass, 
TCU transfer A.J. Hilliard and true fresh- 
man/rush specialist Otaro Alaka. 

But the Aggies need two of last year's 
sometime-starters, seniors Donnie Baggs 
and Tommy Sanders, to step forward 
after disappointing junior seasons. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Junior Drew Kaser led the SEC in 
punting last year by averaging 47.4 


2013 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 

44.2 5 
185.1 45 
353.3 7 
538.4 


RANK 

4 Scoring 

11 Rushing 

14 Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PER GAME 
32.2 
222.3 
253.5 
475.8 

RANK | TO MARGIN PER GAME 
+1 +0.1 
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10-YEAR WINNING TREND 


% 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100] W 


BEST & 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


LT Cedric Ogbuehi 

By returning for a fifth sea- 
son instead of forgoing his 
senior year for the NFL Draft, 
Ogbuehi has positioned him- 
self to be the next A&M offen- 
sive lineman chosen in the 
first-round, following the lead 
of Luke Joeckel and Jake 
Matthews. ... Has helped the 
Aggies lead the SEC in virtually every offensive statisti- 
cal category the last two years. ... Ogbuehi has made 30 
career starts entering this season, ... Left tackle will be 
the third position he has played at A&M. 


EMERGING STAR 


WR Ricky Seals-Jones 

In the first game of his colle- 
giate career, he caught three 
passes for 84 yards, including 
a 71-yard TD reception. ... 
Unfortunately, he was injured 
in that 2013 season-opener, 
and the knee surgery that fol- 
lowed resulted in a medical 
redshirt year. ... His 6-5 frame 
is identical to Mike Evans, and Seals-Jones creates mis- 
matches against opposing DBs because of his size. ... He 
was rated as the No. 2 wide receiver in the country 
coming out of Sealy (Texas) High School. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


DE Myles Garrett 

Most highly coveted defen- 
sive lineman to sign with the 
Aggies since former All- 
American Sam Adams in 1991. 
... Possesses the size (6-5, 
250) to play and make a dif- 
ference right away. ... At 
Arlington (Texas) Martin High 
School, the explosive, power- 
ful rush specialist once recorded 8.5 sacks in a single 
game. ... Garrett had 20.5 sacks during his senior sea- 
son. ... He tied the Under Armour All-American game 
record for tackles for loss in the game with four. 


RESULTS 
9-4, 4-4 
RICE 
SAM HOUSTON STATE 
ALABAMA 
SMU 
at Arkansas 
at Ole Miss 
AUBURN 
VANDERBILT 
UTEP 
MISSISSIPPI STATE 
at LSU 
at Missouri 
Chick-fil-A Bowl 
vs. Duke 
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‘Baby Rhino’ Set 
To Rain on SEC 


iting inside the Bright Football Complex, 

Texas A&M junior running back Tra Carson 
pondered the question momentarily and then 
pointed out the windows toward the glorious 
blue skies on a picturesque, chamber-of-com- 
merce day in College Station. 

The biggest difference between playing at 
Oregon and Texas A&M? The weather, Carson said. 

“| got very tired of the rain,” said the 6-0, 
230-pound Carson, who began his collegiate 
career in 2011 in Eugene, Ore. 

“You wake up, and it’s raining. You go to sleep, 
and it is raining. You walk to class in the rain, 
and you always have to be prepared for the rain. 
For me, it was gloomy and depressing. | like the 
sun, and | don’t mind the heat. | like it here so 
much better. Just look at those blue skies out 
there today.” 

Like the typical spring, summer and fall con- 
ditions in the Lone Star State, the forecast for 
Carson’s future in Aggieland is bright. After sit- 
ting out the 2012 season because of the NCAA's 
transfer rules, Carson rushed for 329 yards and 
six touchdowns in 2013, ranking fourth among 
A&M players behind Johnny Manziel, Ben Male- 
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| PROFILE 


: 50 yards or more, is a legitimate Ray 
: Guy Award candidate this season. 


Tra Carson 
Photo by Doug Holleman 


na and Trey Williams. 


Oklahoma transfer Brandon Williams. 


But Carson, who earned the nickname “Baby : 
Rhino” during his prep playing days in Texarkana, : 
is particularly unique with his extremely punish- : 
ing, powerful running style. Texas A&M offensive : 
coordinator Jake Spavital says he is thoroughly : 
appreciative of that running back depth, especial- : 
ly as he envisions opening the season on Aug. 28 


at South Carolina with a new quarterback. 


“The running back situation here really is 


a luxury for me,” Spavital said. 


“With Tra Carson, he brings another dimen- : 
sion to the group. Tra has the speed to break a : 
long run like he did in the final two games of the : 
season against Missouri (a 29-yard touchdown : 
run) and against Duke in the Chick-fil-A Bowl : 
(a 21-yard TD run). But he can also just wear a : 
defense down. He will pound away at you with : 
his downhill running style, which is especially 


valuable in the SEC. 


“lam certainly glad that Tra Carson is one of i 
my guys. Oregon's loss was definitely our gain.” : 


yards per kick in what amounted to his 
first year handling those duties. Kaser, 
who had 17 punts killed inside the op- 
ponents’ 20 and also had 17 punts of 


Place-kicker Josh Lambo emerged 


? practically out of nowhere last season 

: and delivered the Aggies the accuracy 

: and consistency that had been a major 
: issue in 2012. Lambo hit 80 percent 

? of his field-goal attempts and 50 of 51 

? extra-point attempts last season, includ- 
: ing the game-winner at Ole Miss. 


The Aggies also feature a big-play 


: return specialist (Trey Williams) and 
? a kickoff specialist (Taylor Bertolet). 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


The first-ever meeting between Texas 


? A&M and South Carolina on Aug. 28 

: in Columbia will serve as the inaugural 
: football game ever to be broadcast on 

? the SEC Network. It’s also an early state- 
: ment opportunity for both schools. 


A&M will be in the Dallas-Fort Worth 


? area on back-to-back weekends in Sep- 

$ tember, playing at SMU and then facing 
: Arkansas at AT&T Stadium (a.k.a. “Jerry 
? World”). Ole Miss comes to College 


With the departure of Manziel and Malena, Car- : Station for the first time since 1975, one 
. ; : week before the Aggies return to Ala- 
son figures to play a much more prominent and : é ; 
insecitant role Sash ies in 2014. Trey Will : bama for the first time since the 2012 
impo n role or e Aggies in . Trey Williams : upset win over the Tide. 
is an explosive and elusive breakaway threat, and “ 
A&M possesses a couple of other promising run- regular season concludes at home on 


ning backs, including former five-star recruit and : Thanksgiving Day against LSU. 


And to the delight of A&M fans, the 


— Rusty Burson 


SCHEDULE 


Date Opponent 13 Record 
Aug.28 at South Carolina 11-2 
Sept. 6 LAMAR 5-7 
Sept. 13 RICE 10-4 
Sept. 20 at SMU 5-7 
Sept. 27 vs. Arkansas (Arlington, TX) 3-9 
Oct. 4 at Mississippi State 7-6 
Oct. 11 OLE MISS 8-5 
Oct. 18 at Alabama 11-2 
Nov. 1 ULM 6-6 
Nov. 8 at Auburn 12-2 
Nov. 15 MISSOURI 12-2 
Nov. 27 LSU 10-3 
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WE BREAK DOWN AGGIE FOOTBALL LIKE NO ONE ELSE. 
TexAgs Premium gives you access to unparalleled video content, in-depth analysis, the latest inside 
scoop, and more writers than any other recruiting service covering Texas A&M. Combine that with the 


largest online Aggie community on the planet, and there's nowhere better to follow Texas A&M football. 
Try us out for a buck at TexAgs.com/Lindys. 
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VANDERBILT 


For more coverage of the Commodores, visit vanderbilt.247Sports.com 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Karl Dorrell 


AT A GLANCE 


2013: 
9-4 overall, 4-4 SEC (4th, East) 


COACH: 
Derek Mason — At Vanderbilt and overall: 1st year 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
11; 6 offense, 4 defense, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

RB Brian Kimbrow, WR C.J. Duncan, 
TE Steven Scheu, C Joe Townsend, 
DE Adam Butler, OLB Caleb Azubike, 
ILB Darreon Herring, DB Oren Burks 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

The Commodores feature a legit 10-man two- 
deep along the offensive line while the defen- 
sive front is big and athletic and features five 
veterans. The Commodores have ample expe- 
rience and versatility at linebacker, though 
newcomers like Nigel Bowden, Zach 
Cunningham and Landon Stokes could push 
the veterans. The running game will move the 


chains on the ground. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

The receiving corps is so young, with only one 
scholarship player possessing more than two 
years of experience within the program. 
Inexperience at quarterback is also a concern 
as talent may be there, but not enough snaps 
under pressure. The linebackers’ ability to drop 
back into coverage will also be tested. 


KEY LOSSES: 

WR Jordan Matthews, OL Wesley Johnson, 
LB Chase Garnham, CB Andre Hal, 

S Kenny Ladler, K Carey Spear 


OVERVIEW: 

If Vanderbilt is to make its fourth straight trip 
to the postseason, it will be under a different 
formula than the past three years. A 3-4 
defense should make things interesting, espe- 
cially if the unit can avoid the usual struggles 
that come with initial implementation. The 
offense will also have to succeed with more 
moving parts than just relying on a star player 
like Jordan Matthews or Zac Stacy. 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: David Kotulski 


STADIUM: Vanderbilt Stadium: 39,773 


Mason Brings Change to Vanderbilt 


erek Mason will be the first 
D to point out that he is not 

James Franklin. To many in 
Nashville, the first-year head coach has 
already proven how different he can be 
from the polarizing man that walked 
the Commodores sideline for the past 
three years. 

Whether it’s communicating with 
the media, directing his first spring 
practice period with the team, or even 
his approach to building the future 
of the roster, Mason’s philosophy has 
seemed so different from Franklin that 
many have considered him to be the 
total opposite. 

One aspect in which Mason is similar 
to Franklin, however, is his vision in 
what the Commodore program can 
become with time. 

“We will talk about and compete 
for championships here,” Mason said. 
“We're not afraid of anybody and we’re 
never going to be afraid of anybody. 
We're smart; we’re going to play smart 
and our brand of football will be a 
stout brand. Our style of play will be 
even stouter.” 

The 44-year-old has assembled an im- 
pressive staff of assistants, surrounding 
himself with coaches that have an ideal 
balance of major college and NFL expe- 
rience. The atmosphere now at Vander- 
bilt is not only one of an accomplished 
program with multiple bowl trips, but 
also one of a more professional and 
accountable mindset. 

The 2014 Commodores will also 
feature a different look on both sides of 
the ball. Mason has installed a 3-4 base 
on defense, moving several players to 
new positions. New offensive coordina- 
tor and former UCLA head coach Karl 
Dorrell has also brought in more of 
a true pro-style system to the offense. 

“Tm not a veteran of the SEC. I don’t 


pretend to be, but I do know that if 

I try to dive in and be something that 
we aren’t, versus doing what I’ve done 
and knowing how to make the tweaks 
and adjustments I do now, then I've 
done a disservice to Vanderbilt,” Mason 
said. “So I’m going to do what I know 
and we will win.” 

Mason takes over a roster that in- 
cludes just 11 starters from last season’s 
squad. But the overall depth on the 
team has improved due to Franklin’s 
advanced recruiting effort over the past 
few years, so many younger players are 
expected to make a major impact on 
the two-deep this fall. 


OFFENSE 


Mason and coordinator Karl Dorrell 
believe in a balanced attack, and that 
will start with the run. The good news 
for the offense is that the Commodores 
return virtually its entire group of of- 
fensive linemen from last season, as 
well as veteran backs Jerron Seymour 
and Brian Kimbrow. 

All-SEC performer Wesley John- 
son is gone, but Andrew Jelks, who 
earned 2013 All-Freshman honors in 
the league, will take over at left tackle, 
while senior Andrew Bridges returns 
from injury to man the right side. 

Senior Joe Townsend will give the 
squad a multiple-year starter at center, 
while senior Spencer Pulley and redshirt 
junior Jake Bernstein return to man the 
guard positions. Sophomores Blake 
Fromang, Barrett Gouger, Will Holden 
and Kevin McCoy give the unit suffi- 
cient depth at virtually each position. 

Seymour, who tied a school-record 
with 14 rushing touchdowns in 2013, is 
back for his fourth year in the program. 
Kimbrow was a standout during the 
spring, displaying the kind of lightning 
speed he was known for as a top recruit, 
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as well as a newfound flash of power 
despite his smallish frame. Redshirt 
freshman Ralph Webb, who rushed for 
114 yards in the spring game, will give 
Vanderbilt a legit three-man rotation in 
the backfield. 

The biggest question mark for the of- 
fense will be in the passing game, where 
the Commodores are looking for a start- 
ing quarterback to emerge and young 
receivers to step up. 

Patton Robinette started two games 
during the 2013 season, but redshirt 
freshman Johnny McCrary came out 
of the spring as the slight leader for the 
quarterback job. Vanderbilt is expected 
to add LSU transfer Stephen Rivers to the 
mix and the coaches are high on what 
true freshman Wade Freebeck can do. 

“We have to have a quarterback that 
can distribute the ball, run or pass,” 
Mason said. “Not just manage the 
game, but extend plays with his feet. 
Someone that is capable of being able 


sam ssenealtenssliilninaiie tin ¥ 
Derreon Herring 
Photo by Michael Wade J 
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to control the line of scrimmage and 
put us in the right play. Someone that 
controls the game, that’s what we’re 
looking for.” 

SEC record-holder Jordan Matthews 
and fellow veteran receiver Jonathan 
Krause have moved on, giving way to 
sophomores Jordan Cunningham and 
Latevius Rayford to be the new faces of 
the position at wideout. Redshirt fresh- 
men C.J. Duncan and Gerald Perry also 
impressed during the spring. 

Tight end figures to be a key position 
for the offense, and VU does appear 
to have some depth there in the form 
of returning starter Steven Scheu and 
redshirt freshman Nathan Marcus. 

“Our philosophy is spacing the field,” 
Mason said. “The tight end working the 
middle ground, your receivers working 
one-on-one and your backs being able 
to check release and be viable threats. 
That puts pressure on the defense. 
Balance is what we're looking for.” 


DEFENSE 


Defense has set the tone for the 
Commodores over the past several years, 
so many fans wondered why Mason 
would change the scheme from a 4-3 to 
3-4. For Mason, the answer is simple. 

“The four-down structure shows what 
your intentions are when that third 
backer has to walk down, whether it is 
to the field or the boundary; it shows 
your intentions of pressure or perceived 
pressure because he has to move from 
his initial alignment,” Mason said. 

“In a 3-4, your two outside lineback- 
ers are already on the line, so you don’t 
know who’s coming or really what 
his intentions are because his body 
positioning and alignment are always 
the same.” 

The changes up front still seem like 
a work in progress, but Mason was 
encouraged by what he saw during 
the spring. 

“I think we’re going to burst onto the 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB — Johnny McCrary Fr. U.S. Army All-American; has strong arm and mobility. Patton Robinette, So. 
RB Jerron Seymour* J Led team in rushing last season, scored 14 TDs. Brian Kimbrow, Jr. 
WR Jordan Cunningham So. Four-star recruit and a potential No. 1 WR. DeAndre Woods, Fr. 
WR __Latevius Rayford So. _Explosive player gives the team big-play ability. Trey Wilkins, Sr. 

WR C.J. Duncan Fr.___ Potential playmaker in the slot or as a flanker. Gerald Perry, Fr. 

TE Steven Scheu* Jt. Could catch 30-plus passes this season. Nathan Marcus, Fr. 
LT Andrew Jelks* So. SEC All-Freshman after nine starts at RT. Blake Fromang, So. 
LG Jake Bernstein* Jr Underrated athletic OL, has 17 career starts. Delando Crooks, Fr. 
C Joe Townsend* Sr. Rimington Trophy candidate for nation’s top center. Spencer Pulley, Jr. 
RG Spencer Pulley* Jr. Versatile player; strong run blocker; has 17 starts. Barrett Gouger, So. 
RT Andrew Bridges Sr. Missed most of last season, but has 16 career starts. Kevin McCoy, So. 

K Tommy Openshaw Fr. Can hit from 50-plus ... consistent inside 40. David Holtgrave, So. 
“Returning Starter 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
DE Adam Butler So. _Very disruptive; made 25 tackles, six for loss in 2013, Torey Agee, So. 

NT Vince Taylor* Sr. Had strong spring, should double production, Barron Dixon, Sr. 

DE _Jay Woods Fr. Versatile big man has an explosive first step. Barron Dixon, Sr. 

LB Caleb Azubike Jr. 31 tackles, 9.5 TFLs, four sacks last season. Stephen Weatherly, So. 
LB _Darreon Herring” Jr. 84 tackles, three TFLs, 10 pass breakups in 2013. Zach Cunningham, Fr. 
LB Jake Sealand” Jr. Started six games last year, posted 45 tackles. Nigel Bowden, Fr. 

LB Kyle Woestmann* Sr. Has 15.5 TFLs, including 11 sacks, over past two years. Jimmy Stewart, Jr. 
CB Paris Head So. Rotated at corner in 2013, posting three INTs. Darrius Sims, So. 

CB Tre Bell Fr. Potential shutdown corner, good on-ball skills. Torren McGaster, So. 
SS Oren Burks Fr, __ Emerged during spring and will also play nickel. Jahmel Mcintosh, Jr. 
FS Andrew Williamson Jr. Rotated at safety, posted 20 tackles, two INTs. Jalen Banks, Fr. 

P__ Taylor Hudson* Jr. __ Ranked seventh in SEC with 42.9-yard average in'13. Colby Cooke, So. 
*Returning Starter 
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COMMODORES RECRUITING 2014 Ean =r 


Cc) 
Nifae Lealao Emmanuel Smith Trent Shertield 
Derek Mason added The lone Top 10 in- A high school quar- 
the highest rated state Vanderbilt sign- terback, Sherfield, at 


Vandy signee of 

all-time in Lealao. 
Arguably the most 
athletic strongside 
defensive end in the 
2014 class, the 6-5, : 
310-pound lineman is : 
a perfect fit forthe = 
3-4 defense. The 
starting job is there 


ee, Smith denied join- 
ing the other local 
prospects at 
Tennessee and decid- 
ed to go his own 
route. A big, physical, 
SEC-ready safety, 
Smith will have an 
opportunity to play 
early and often as 


6-1, 192-pounds, is 
just too big, too ath- 
letic and too versatile 
not to make an 
impact somewhere on 
the field for Vanderbilt 
in 2014. It will likely 
be at safety, where he 
does a nice job break- 
ing on the ball and 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 


for the taking for the a true freshman could be a turnover 

big college-ready because the second- machine for the 

young man. ary is razor thin for Commodores. 
Vandy right now. 


Khari Blasingame $ 6&1 20 Oooo New Markel, AL Buckhom 
247Sports Sei rated No. 143 safety nationally and No. 45 player in Alabama... 
Second-team All-State... As a senior, had 64 solo tackles and two interceptions... Had 
966 yards rushing and 10 touchdowns. 


Rashad Canty WR 63 22 Ooo Atjanta, GA Riverdale 
Ranked No. 129 player in Georgia by 247Sports Composite... Second-team All-State... 
Had 52 receptions for 822 yards and nine touchdowns as a senior... As a junior, had 
30 receptions for 567 yards and nine touchdowns. 


Sekou Clark 63 245 Oooo ™ Ryan 
247Sports Composite rated No. 75 weakside defensive end nationally... All-District... As 
a senior, had 28 solo tackles, five tackles for loss, five sacks and four passes deflected. 


Wade Freebeck 65 210 GOO Davie, FL St Thomas Aquinas 
Ranked No. 44 pro-style Pate nationally by 247Sports Composite ... Completed 
100 of 179 passes for 1,626 yards and 16 touchdowns as a senior... In previous two 
seasons, had 3,476 yards passing and 33 touchdowns. 


Bailey Granier 66 Ww ooo Galliano, LA South Lafourche 
247Sports Composite rated No, 81 offensive tackle nationally and No. 30 player in 
Louisiana... Honorable mention All-State... As a senior, had almost 90 pancake blocks. 


Cole Hardin Oo 64 25 ooo Florence, AL Florence 
Ranked No. 32 offensive tackle nationally and No. 18 player in Alabama by 247Sports 
Composite... All-State... Played in Alabama-Mississippi All-State game. 


Tre Hemdon 1 6! 80 oOo Chattanooga East Hamilton 
247Sports Composite rated No. 76 cornerback nationally and No. 16 player in Tennessee... 
All-State... Had 46 tackles and one interception as a senior... Averaged 47.2 yards per kick 
return and scored two touchdowns. 


Nifae Lealao DL 65 25 GGOC __§ Sacramento,CA Capital Christian 
Ranked No, 6 strongside defensive end and No, 103 eee nationally and No. 9 player 
in California by 247Sports Composite... Played in U.S. Army All-American game... 
Three-time All-State... Helped team to state playoffs... Had 229 career tackles and 
blocked 17 punt or field goal attempts. 


DB #60 10 Soo Lilbum, Parkview 
247Sports Composite rated No. 49 cornerback nationally and No. 65 player in 
Georgia... As a senior, had 84 tackles, one interception, two fumbles caused and 12 
passes broken up... Had 40 tackles and two interceptions as a junior. 


Hawiins Mann 1B 6&3 20 Ooo Burtank, CA Burroughs 
Ranked No. 177 player in California by 247Sports Composite... All-State... Had 64 
tackles (41 solo), five sacks and three fumbles caused in seven games as a senior... 
All-State as a junior in Idaho. 


Ronald Monroe A 62 185 OOOO Fort Bend Bush 
247Sports Composite rated No. 29 athlete nationally and No. 80 player in Texas... 
Three-year starting quarterback... Had 4,258 total career yards, including 3,331 yards 
passing, and 56 touchdowns. 
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Khari Blasingame SEC: 14 


Yet another projected 
safety, Blasingame 
has size and legiti- 
mate SEC athleticism. 
He possesses the 
instincts needed to 
make the coverage 
calls and ensure the 
defense does not get 
burned deep. That 
alone gives him a 
chance to see a ton of 
early snaps in the 
depleted secondary. 


2a7sronr= COMPOSITE 


2015 NEEDS: 


With the switch to a 3-4 defense, look for Mason and 
staff to try and stock up on bigger defensive linemen 
to fill the trenches. If he cannot control the gaps, his 
linebackers will get lost in traffic and give up chunks 
of unnecessary yardage. As such, linebackers on cam- 
pus will need to be reevaluated and new ones brought 
in to fit the scheme. Multiple offensive linemen and 
big receivers that can get downfield will be a priority 
as well. 

— Kipp Adams 


Bruno Reagan Oo 64 32 ooo Clarksville Clarksville 
Ranked No. 81 offensive guard nationally and No. 23 player in Tennessee by 247Sports 
Composite ... All-State... As a senior, had more than 20 pancake blocks. 


Dallas Rivers R60 20 COO Stone Mountain, GA Stephenson 
247Sports Composite rated No. 41 running back nationally and No. 42 player in 
Georgia... Had 1,127 yards ishing and 22 touchdowns as a senior... As a junior, had 
1,110 yards rushing and 14 touchdowns. 


Caleb Scott WR 62 185 OO©0 Suwanee, GA North Gwinnett 
Ranked No. 87 player in Georgia by 247Sports Composite... Two-time All-State... As 
a senior, had 72 receptions for 1,057 yards and 10 touchdowns... Had 38 receptions 
for 684 yards and 11 touchdowns as a junior. 


Trent Sherfield 61 12 O6OG Danville, tL Danville 
247Sports Composite rated No. 15 safety nationally and No. 19 player in Illinois... 
Three-year starter on offense and defense... In final two seasons, accounted for 4,790 
yards and 64 touchdowns as a starting garter Oas Had 2,429 total yards with 22 
touchdown passes and 11 rushing touchdowns as a senior. 


Emmanuel Smith S$ 62 205 OO00 Murfreesboro Oakland 
Ranked No. 29 safety nationally and No. 7 player in Tennessee by 247Sports 
Composite... All-State... Started on offense and defense in final two seasons... As a 
senior, had 54 tackles (34 solo), three interceptions and four fumbles caused... Had 16 
receptions for 201 yards. 


Shawn Stankavaye QB 62 18% OOO Raleigh, NC Cardinal Gibbons 

247Sports Composite rated No. 38 pro-style quarterback nationally and No. 33 player 

in North Carolina... Region Offensive Player of the Year... Completed 247 of 408 

nee for 3,564 yards and 34 touchdowns as a senior... Had 1,058 yards rushing and 
‘ouchdowns. 


Tre Tarpley 1 6 1% oo0 Pittsburgh, PA Central Catholic 
Ranked No. 36 player in Pennsylvania by 247Sports Composite... All-State... Helped 
team to state championship game... As a senior, had 75 tackles, including 10 tackles 
for loss, four interceptions and two fumbles caused. 


Riley Tindol DL #65 20 oo Billingsley, AL  Autauga Academy 
247Sports Composite rated No. 69 player in Alabama... All-State... Had 69 tackles, 
including 16 tackles for loss, and eight sacks as a senior. 


Ladarius Wiley 1B 6 15 ooo Los CA Cathedral 
Ranked No. 162 wide receiver nationally and No. 112 player in California by 247Sports 
Composite... As a senior, had 35 tackles, five interceptions and 18 passes broken up... 
Had 38 tackles, two interceptions and five fumbles caused as a junior. 


Davis Winkie IS 66 2% oo Cumming, GA South Forsyth 
247Sports Composite rated No. 3 long snapper nationally... Two-year starter as snapper. 


63 256 oo Irvine, CA Beckman 
Ranked No. 126 weakside defensive end nationally by 247Sports Composite... 
Southern California All-State... Had 74 tackles, including 13 tackles for loss, 7.5 sacks, 
two fumbles caused and two fumbles recovered as a senior. 
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COMMODORES SPRING ROSTER NOTEBOOK 


Den Mason had a little over two weeks to finalize 


THe ae DL 64 230 a signing class when he took over as coach, but he 


Caleb Azubike OLB 6-4 260 
Jalen Banks S 5-11 188 


25 Brian Kimbrow b Memphis 
33 Derek King Nashville 


believes he was able to find several players who could 
potentially help the program this fall. 


So. 

Jt. 

B “I'll just say this, there is currently a vacancy at 
Ladarius Banks DL 6-2 295 So. Dallas, GA 41 Chris Martin ; Princeton, NJ every position,” Mason said. 

So. 

Fr. 

Jt. 


Markham, IL 83 Nathan Marcus e Glen Ellyn, IL 


Gaither Barker SN 6-1_230 78_ Kevin McCoy 6-5 305 So. Tampa, FL. “| don’t believe in not playing freshmen. Our guys 
Tre Bell DB 5-11 170 


2 Johnny McCrary , Decatur, GA came in at Stanford, and we didn’t make the decision 


to redshirt them, often until the seventh game of the 
season. The way college football is changing, you 
recruit guys to fit what you're doing and that can help 
you as soon as possible. 
Se poton ges __Ot_ ep Atianta, GR_ 47 Tommy Openshaw _PK/P 6-2 175 _Ft.__ Jacksonville, FL “What's the point of redshirting them? So some- 
73 _Fiyan Brockway __Ol._G4 285 _S_LasAngeles,CA 55 mitchell Parsons TE 6-4 250 Fr. Parker,co | — one else can coach them?” 
ZIRE SUK Labels __ Fairfax Station, VA_ 46 Gerald Perry WR 5-10 168 Fr, Memphis Signees such as four-star safety Emmanuel Smith, 
69 Adam Butler _—~OL__6-4 » __Duncanvill,T™ 77 syoncer Pulley OL 6-4 300 Sr lemmanaen three-star athlete Trent Sherfield and U.S. Army All- 
16 Colby Cooke P/PK 6-3 . Goochland, VA 5 tateviug Rayford «WR 6-1 185. So. Moeaphis apkc: ee aes eae. appear to be the 
64 DelandoCrooks OL 6-5 ? tlanta, leading candidates to play right away. 
— ee ee = e Redshirt freshman receiver Carlos Burse 
Bi Steven Schou __ TE 16-5 "255 __ Jb Evansville, IN missed spring camp due to an off-field issue, and the 
60 Jacob Schultz SN 6-4 230 So. Murfreesboro question remains whether or not he'll be back with 
13 Jake Sealand IB 6-2 230 Jr. Tucker, GA the team in the fall. The former standout from 
EN a ee ee Hiaeah, | Alpharetta High in Georgia was expected to be 
19 C.J. Duncan WR 5-11 .__ Montgomery, AL x Chana =e r= ee re =; nies a contender for major playing time in 2014 after 
34 AndrewEast SN 6-2 ; Indianpolis, IN Sinn aan ete rdval on = tai Ta a productive year with the scout team. 
3 Taurean Ferguson DB 5-9 , Jonesboro, GA - => If he doesn’t return, he will mark the third loss 
66 Blake Fromang OL 67 aa Oriando,FL | — from Vanderbilt’s Top 20 signing class in 2013. 
39_Dane Stubbs S 5-11 195 Jr Covington, LA ¢ Tight end Mitch Parsons was also a member of 
53 Vince Taylor DL 6-2 310 Sr. Hattiesburg, MS the 2013 class, but the former four-star prospect had 
40 Ja'karriThomas {LB 6-1 230 So, _Tallahassee, FL to wait nearly a year to finally enroll at the school. The 
2 Colorado native arrived on campus in January and 
participated in spring drills. At 6-4, 250-pounds, 
Parsons could be a factor at the H-back position this 
season. 
6-5 255 So. Snelivitle, GA © Stanford assistant Vavae Tata was hired by 
6-5 260 Fr. Collierville Mason to coach the Commodores defensive linemen 
Gainesville, FL in January, but a DU! arrest in February caused the 
program to reassign his position at the school to 
assistant of player development. 
Mason hired Utah State defensive line coach 
Winter Garden, FL | — Frank Maile to direct the unit in March. The Utah 
San Antonio, TX native and USU graduate spent six years on the 
Marietta, GA Aggies staff, including the last three as the defensive 
Clay, AL line coach. 


53 JakeBemstein OL 6-4 305 Jr. LakeintheHills,L 5 —Torren McGaster ‘ Daphne, AL 


48 Nigel Bowden _—1LB_&-1_ 235 FS MaconGA = 27 Jahmel Mcintosh 6 : Cleveland, MS 
51“ Hunter Bowman IB 5-11.20 « 'Sr,___sSavannatiiGA’ = 1)‘ Gonnor Morrison. SN x Edmond, OK 


84 Jordan Cunningham WR 6-1 . Fort Lauderdale, FL 
41 ZachCunningham ILB 6-4 5 Pinson, AL 
44 Barron Dixon OL 6-4 . Alpharetta, GA 


56 Barrett Gouger . _ Sodddy-Daisy 
7 Josh Grady : Tampa, FL 
46 Curtis Graves _ WR So. Alpharetta, GA 
81 Alex Grecco Jr. East Greenwich, RI 
49 Josh Gregory 4 Goodlettsville 
11 Harding Harper Montgomery, AL 
21 Paris Head ts . Lawrenceville, GA 
35_Darreon Herring Stone Mountain, GA 
45 Joseph Hoffman ; Scarsdale, NY 26 Ralph Webb 
74 Will Holden : 14 Ryan White 


57 Joe Townsend 6-4 310 Sr Hendersonville 
6-6 260 Sr. Woodland Hills, CA 


5-10 170 . Atlanta, GA 


89 Dillon van der Wal 


43 Nigel Walker 
45 Stephen Weatherly 
98 Mack Weaver 


Louisville, KY 
Cordova 


91 David Holtgrave * 85 Trey Wilkins 
29° Taylor Hudson z 42 Kellen Williams 


22 Casey Hughes 4 32 Andrew Williamson 
38 Alex Hysong a 92 Kyle Woestmann 
50 Andrew Jelks i 15 DeAndre Woods 

37. Wilson Johnson q 74 Jay Woods 

82 Kris Kentera y i 49 Jonathan Wynn 


Jackson, GA 
Fr. Stone Mountain, GA 


— |* |5 |2 |° |2 |5 |? |8 |= [2 [5 [4 [2 


OPPOSING COACHES VIEW 


° On the program: "James Franklin did a 


Int : 1 

(PASSING ACarta-Samuels 10 143.0 193. 281 9 687 2268 11 56 2268 phenomenal Job. He’s a tough act to follow. He 
Ee PRobinette 10 1172 46 88 #5 523 642 4 50 64.2 had charisma. It’s not like following Nick Saban 
pe ee ee Bb Lars topics oe Sh St aN AS aE at Alabama, but it’s tough. He won nine games 
= cuaiot m4 bes _ a 2 a8 wh two years in a row, something that took 100 
wu) RECEIVING if meio " 42 714 170 3 56 649 years at Vanderbilt. He won't be easy to follow." 
=| J.Seymour 12 19 126 66 0 22 105 

r< § Se Masi tses Peas te Ae te Us re ai eye ee ee ee ee atrree ane © On this season: "Like several other SEC 
=) eae. - a bei si “ ne a oe mes teams, they’ve got quarterback issues. They got 
QO RUSHING Ww. Soa? 13 90 363. «8 355 39 4 18 273 a lot of mileage out of the last two. The person- 
> B.Kimbrow 12 81 379 38 341 42 3 25 284 nel isn’t bad at several positions, but | think 
Oo potcuvetaneambanbicnnbhbesey ian aalte a Sek iserer enue sabnb stops ansevennGhs sannkeivesbes seeabenr AAabbanae Sear they'll struggle to score points. They've won 
> ease ile oa bellas Ltleebsgct Marshall 80 some close games in recent years, which is a 
=), (DEF, LEADERS. T2cKio6 for lose; K: Butlor 6-5, W, Mey 8.5, 0: Azabike 8.5, sign of good coaching. But that coach is now at 


Sacks: K. Woestmann 6, W. May 4, C. Azubike 4 z 
Interceptions: K. Ladler 5, A. Hal 3, P. Head 3 Penn State. 
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Caleb Azubike 


Photo by Doug Holleman 
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scene because the game starts up front,” 
he said. “Stop the run and earn the 
right to rush the passer, that’s going to 
be our game.” 

Seniors Vince Taylor and Barron 
Dixon will anchor the defensive line, 
but sophomore Adam Butler and 
redshirt freshman Jay Woods might be 
the guys to watch in the fall. Both were 
major recruits for the program in their 
respective classes, and they made big 
strides during camp as five-technique 


2011 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 26.7 
Rushing 164.5 
Passing 174.6 
Total 339.1 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


30.0 
166.3 
213.4 
379.7 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PER GAME 
21.6 
130.5 
192.2 
322.8 18 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


18.7 
142.2 
191.7 
333.9 


TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 


+1 + 0.08 49 0 + 0.00 
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2012 RANKINGS 
PERGAME RANK 


PER GAME 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 


defensive ends. 

Senior Kyle Woestmann, junior 
Caleb Azubike and sophomore Stephen 
Weatherly will lead the attack at outside 
linebacker. All three have shown the 
ability to rush the passer in the past, 
but the trio will get to show off their 
versatility within the new system. 

Darreon Herring, Jake Sealand and 
redshirt freshmen Nigel Bowden and 
Zach Cunningham will occupy the 
assignments at inside linebacker. 

“You're always evaluating what your 
mechanics or structure of your defense 
is, as opposed to the physical charac- 
teristics of your players. After going 
through spring, I do believe our front 
is definitely bigger and more stout,” 
Mason said. 

Question marks may still remain at 
safety, but the secondary figures to be 
strong once again with the return of 
corners Paris Head, Torren McGaster 
and Darrius Sims. All three logged 
major snaps last season and gave the 
coaching staff the cushion to push 
younger players like Tre Bell and 
Taurean Ferguson during the spring. 
Bell might be the next standout at 
the position, as he can be a shutdown 
corner and tackle in space. 

Andrew Williamson gives VU 
sufficient experience at safety, while 
redshirt freshman Oren Burks, a former 
linebacker, emerged at the other spot 
during spring camp. Junior Jahmel 
McIntosh and redshirt freshman Jalen 
Banks should also figure into the mix. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


The kicking game was shaky during 
the spring, and the Commodores know 
someone will have step up at kicker, 
as well as snapper. Redshirt freshman 
Tommy Openshaw has a powerful leg, 
but he struggled during the spring. The 


2013 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 30.1 56 
Rushing 139.0 T-92 
Passing 227.5 67 
Total 366.5 93 


RANK | DEFENSE 
15 Scoring 
38 Rushing 
14 Passing 
19 Total 


PERGAME RANK 
24.6 46 
147.8 40 
206.9 23 
354.8 23 


RANK | TO MARGIN PER GAME 
58 +6 +05 


RANK 
T-29 


we eeeneeee 


eee eeereseeces 


a eee ee eeseeeeeesens 


10-YEAR WINNING TREND 


% 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 


BEST & 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


C Joe Townsend 

One of the leaders of the 
offense, returning for his third 
year as a Starter. ... Has 
played in 30 games with 22 
career starts. ... Was on the 
Rimington Trophy candidate 
watch-list in 2013. ... Was 
credited as being a key cog 
during Zac Stacy's run to the 
school’s all-time rushing record in 2012. ... Has been a 
key contributor in a five-game and seven-game winning 
streak over the past two years. 


EMERGING STAR 


LB Caleb Azubike 

Athletic freak who should 
lead the Commodores’ new 
identity at outside linebacker. 
... Former four-star recruit 
hasn't started a game at 
Vanderbilt but has made an 
impact as a pass-rusher. ... 
Posted 31 tackles, 9.5 tackles 
for loss, four sacks and a pass 
breakup in 10 games in 2013. ... Named SEC Defensive 
Lineman of the Week following win over Florida. ... Has 
recovered from an injury that cost him the final three 
games. ... Led VU freshmen with 21 tackles and four 
sacks in 2012. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


QB Johnny McCrary 

Four-star prospect out of 
Cedar Grove High in Georgia. 
... Was ranked as the nation’s 
No. 1 dual-threat quarterback 
at the time of his commitment 
in February 2012. ... Enrolled 
in January of 2013, throwing 
for a touchdown during the 
2013 spring game. ... Traveled 
with the team as a true freshman. ... Stands 6-4, 222 
pounds and has the frame to add more bulk with time. 
... Has a strong arm and ideal footwork. 


RESULTS 

9-4, 4-4 

OLE MISS 

AUSTIN PEAY 
at South Carolina 
at Massachusetts 
UAB 
MISSOURI 


L 35-39 
Ww 

L 

W 

Ww 

L 

Ww GEORGIA 
L 

W 

WwW 

W 

W 

W 


38-3 
25-35 

24-7 
52-24 
28-51 
31-27 
24-56 
34-17 

22-6 
14-10 
23-21 


at Texas A&M 
at Florida 
KENTUCKY 
at Tennessee 
WAKE FOREST 
BBVA Compass Bow! 


vs. Houston 41-24 
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Woestmann Has 
Seen a Lot at Vandy 


f anyone is used to change, it’s senior line- 
backer Kyle Woestmann. 

The star recruit of Bobby Johnson’s last sign- 
ing class in 2010, Woestmann chose the Com- 
modores over several big-time programs as VU 
was just a year removed from its first bowl win 
in more than 50 years. He expected to go to mul- 
tiple bowls and win big games. 

While that’s just what he has done over the 
last three years, it’s come with the unique cir- 
cumstance that he’s now under his fourth coach 
during his time in Nashville. 

“It's definitely been the biggest blessing of 
all because going through all of these coaching 
changes teaches you so much,” Woestmann said. 

“| signed with Bobby Johnson, and | was 
here for | think two weeks of summer school 
and bam, he retires. When he was recruiting 
me, he told me he’d be here until | graduated 
because he had just signed a contract exten- 
sion, so | was shocked. 

“Then we went 2-10 under Robbie Caldwell, 
and | felt | had made the worst decision of my 
life coming here. | could’ve been at South Caro- 
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Kyle Woestmann 
= by Kim Klement-USA TODAY Sports 


lina, Georgia, Clemson, anywhere, winning big : _ PRS ae 3 
games, but | came here. That was my first les- 107 2n¢ Charleston southern make 
: up one of the weaker non-conference 


“| learned that though football is my life, it —— ules inthe league, white Secnicey 
jonah that there i it than f : and Tennessee present struggling pro- 
aug Wie aS sg ies # uy at patball ? grams that can be ripe for the picking 
Being at Vanderbilt, in Nashville, being in the : 
locker room with my teammates, | realized there : 


was more and that | came here for a reason that : 


son though. 


was more than just football. 


“So James Franklin comes in, and he brought : 
a lot of hype and ‘rah rah,’ but that’s what we : 
needed at the time. It was like a complete 180 : 
mentally for the program. He took Bobby John- : 
son’s recruits and we start to win because he lit : 
a fire under people’s butts. We started winning : 
and | don’t think that’s going to stop, because we : 


know how to win now.” 


Woestmann says Derek Mason has already : 
made a quick impression on him and the team, : 
and the new coach appears to be a mesh of two ; 


of his former mentors. 


“Coach Mason is an absolute man,” Woest- : 
mann said. “He’s like a mix between Johnson : 
and Franklin. He has Johnson’s character and : 
walks the walk, and he also gets on the field : 
or film room and shows his passion for the : 
game and develops players as men both on ; 


and off the field.” 


? snapping was shaky at best at times as 
: snaps were often too low or too high on 
: field goals. 


Both 2013 starter Taylor Hudson and 


sophomore Colby Cooke will be avail- 

: able at punter. Cooke seemed to emerge 
? as the starter during the spring, but it 

? was Hudson who looked more consis- 

? tent when the camp came to a close. 


Darrius Sims was one of the better 


: kick returners in the SEC last year, and 
: he will handle those duties once again 
: in the fall. CJ. Duncan appears to be 

: the guy at punt returner. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


The Mason regime will be tested early 


: with a game against Ole Miss at LP Field 
: in Week Two. Both schools agreed to 

: move the game in order to create a “big 
: game” feel in the annual cross-division 
? rivalry. The Rebels’ up-tempo offense 

: should challenge the Commodores new 
; look on defense. 


Two weeks later, South Carolina will 


; roll onto West End, in what could be 
: a pivotal game in the SEC East race. 

: Trips to Georgia and Mississippi State 
: will be more tough games on the 

: docket for 2014. 


Temple, Massachusetts, Old Domin- 


> once again. 
— Jesse Johnson 
SGHEDULE 
Date Opponent 13 Record 
Aug. 28 TEMPLE 2-10 
Sept.6 OLE MISS (LP Field) 8-5 
Sept.13 MASSACHUSETTS 1-11 
Sept.20 SOUTH CAROLINA 11-2 
Sept. 27 at Kentucky 2-10 
Oct. 4 at Georgia 8-5 
Oct.11 CHARLESTON SOUTHERN 10-3 
Oct. 25 at Missouri 12-2 
Nov. 1 OLD DOMINION 8-4 
Nov. 8 FLORIDA 4-8 
Nov.22 at Mississippi State 7-6 
Nov. 29 TENNESSEE 5-7 
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UCF | KNIGHTS 


AAC rank:2 


a a ee re es 


Record: 12-1 overall 


AAC: 8-0 (Ist) 


true freshman Tyler Harris. Nick Patti will join 
the mix as an immediately eligible transfer from 
Boise State. 

Running back Storm Johnson also opted to enter 
the NFL Draft after rushing for 1,139 yards and 
catching 30 passes for 260 yards, but the Knights 
have a likely replacement in William Stanback. The 
sophomore rushed for 443 yards, averaging 4.2 per 
carry, as Johnson's backup. 

The receiving corps looks solid with three of the 
top four pass catchers — Rannell Hall (57 receptions 
for 886 yards), J.J. Worton (47-721) and Breshad Per- 
riman (39-811) — leading the way. 

An area of concern is finding three new starters 
on the line, which loses All-AAC twins Jordan and 
Justin McCray. Senior Torrian Wilson, who has 
23 career starts at left tackle, is moving to guard. 


DEFENSE 


With eight starters back on defense, including 


2014 PROJECTED STARTERS 


Se eran ern Se RE OE 


RT 


Stadium: Bright House Networks Stadium (45,323) 


Justin Holman 
William Stanback 
Rannell Hall* 
J.J, Worton* 
Breshad Perriman* 
Justin Tukes* 
Chester Brown 
Torrian Wilson* 
Joey Grant* 
Aaron Evans 
Michael Campbell 


DE 
oT 
oT 


cB 
cB 
ss 
FS 


Thomas Niles* 
Demetris Anderson* 
Jaryl Mamea 

Miles Pace 

Justin McDonald 
Terrance Plummer* 
Troy Gray* 

Jordan Ozerities* 
Jacoby Glenn* 
Clayton Geathers* 
Brandon Alexander* 


By Paul Borden 


Photo by Tomasso DeRosa 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 83 | Shawn Moffitt* 
P 36 | Caleb Houston* 


first-team all-conference performers Terrance Plummer 
at linebacker and Jacoby Glenn at corner, the 


“A big play doesn’t make a quarter- 
back. Consistent play is what you're 
looking for.” 
— Coach George O'Leary, 
on what he is looking for at QB 


KNIGHTS at a GLANCE 


COACH: George O'Leary — At UCF: 72-56, 10 years; overall, 
124-89, 17 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Charlie Taaffe 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Tyson Summers 


LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2013, AAC 
LAST TIME DIDN'T GO BOWLING: 2011 
RETURNING STARTERS: 16; 6 offense, 8 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: WR Rannell Hall, WR J.J. Worton, 
WR Breshad Perriman, C Joey Grant, DE Thomas Niles, 
LB Terrance Plummer, CB Jacoby Glenn, SS Clayton Geathers 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: A defense that held high-scoring Baylor 
to 10 points under its season average in UCF's bowl win returns 
eight starters, including first-team all-conference selections 
Plummer and Glenn. All four starters return to the secondary. 
The wide receiving corps is experienced and talented and will 
cause many problems for opposing secondaries. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Replacing quarterback Blake Bortles 
will be the No, | issue on offense. Sophomore William Stanback 
looks to take over for Storm Johnson, who, like Bortles, has 
departed for the NFL, but depth is an apparent need at running 
back. The offensive line loses three starters and will have to come 
around quickly with the first two games against Penn State 

(in Ireland) and at Missouri. 


OFFENSE 

Quarterback isn’t the only position where UCF 
is looking for a new starter, but it’s the one that will 
get the most attention. 

With Blake Bortles bypassing his senior season 
after leading the Knights to the AAC title anda 
Fiesta Bowl win over Baylor, the Knights will go into 
fall camp with four candidates competing to replace 
his 3,581 passing yards and 25 touchdown passes. 

Sophomore Justin Holman, who threw only 14 
times as Bortles’ backup, is the early frontrunner, 
followed by redshirt freshman Pete DiNovo and 
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Knights have the makings for a dominant defense. 

Last year they ranked third in the AAC in scoring 
defense (21.3 points per game) and fourth in total 
defense (362.0 yards per game). 

The Knights also welcome back second-team 
safety Clayton Geathers, defensive end Thomas 
Niles (four sacks in 2013) and safety Brandon 
Alexander (three interceptions). 

A pair of junior college transfers could have an 
impact right away. Lance McDowdell, out of Nassau 
(NY) Community College, was rated one of the top 
JC defensive tackles in the country. Errol Clarke, 
who began his career at Cincinnati in 2012 and 
played last year at Garden City (Kan.) CC, is one 
of the top inside linebacker prospects. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

If defense isn’t the strength of the team, special 
teams might be. Kicker Shawn Moffitt made 21 of 
23 field-goal attempts, and punter Caleb Houston 
averaged 42.2 yards per attempt last year. Hall 
(23.8-yard average on kickoff returns) and Worton 
(2.1-yard average on punts) are big-play guys in 
the return game. 


OVERVIEW 

If the Knights find the answers at quarterback 
and offensive line, they are poised for another AAC 
title run and major bowl berth. Even without those 
answers, other weapons on offense and a competi- 
tive defense will haye UCF in the hunt. It’s just 
that anything close to a facsimile of what Bortles 
produced will make it easier. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


RG Aaron Evans: After redshirting last fall, Evans 
came out of the spring as a starter on the right side 


on UCF's rebuilt offensive line. He is from Seffner, 
Fla., and was little-known coming out of Armwood 
High, where he played his senior year. At 6-5, 282, 
he has a good frame for his position. 


2013 RESULTS 2014 SCHEDULE 


Ee pe Sie Se a ies Be oe 


2013 RANKINGS 


* Returning Starters in Bold 


Aug. 30 
Sept. 13 
Sept. 20 
Oct. 2 
Oct.9 
Oct. 18 
Oct. 25 


= 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


TO MARGIN 


PENN STATE (Dublin, Ireland) 


at Missouri 


BETHUNE-COOKMAN 


at Houston 
BYU 
TULANE 
TEMPLE 


at Connecticut 


TULSA 
SMU 


at South Florida 
at East Carolina 


AKRON 
at FIU 
at Penn State 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
at Memphis 
at Louisville 
CONNECTICUT 
HOUSTON 
at Temple 
RUTGERS 
SOUTH FLORIDA 
at SMU 
Fiesta Bowl 
vs. Baylor 


PER GAME 
21.3 
122.5 
239.5 
362.0 


PER GAME 
+04 


38-7 
38-0 
34-31 
25-28 
24-17 
38-35 
62-17 
19-14 
39-36 
41-17 
23-20 
17-13 


52-42 
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PICKING CONFERENCE USA 


Marshall, UTSA Leaders of Constantly Reshuffling C-USA 


s has become the custom in college 
Bee these days, Conference 

USA will go into the fall with 
a slightly different lineup from 2013. 

In: Western Kentucky and Old Dominion, 
from the Sun Belt and FCS level, respec- 
tively. 

Out: Tulsa, Tulane and East Carolina, 
who have moved on to the American 
Athletic Conference, joining, among 
others, former C-USA colleagues UCF, 
Houston, Memphis and SMU. 

That will leave 13 teams competing for 
the 19th C-USA title. (It will be back to 
14 teams next year when Charlotte joins, 
assuming there isn’t another shakeup.) 

The uneven number results in seven 
teams competing for the East crown, six 
for the West. 

Marshall is the favorite for the former 
and has dreams of an undefeated sea- 
son. All-conference caliber players like 
quarterback Rakeem Cato, wide receiver 


Conference USA Picks 
EAST 


Good news 


1, Marshall ing receiver, Tommy Shuler. 


2. Middle Tenn. 


returns eight starters. 


3. West. Kentucky 
4, FAU 


5. Old Dominion C-USA with a veteran club. 


6. UAB big-play potential. 


A cast of veterans knows what to expect 
from second-year coach Ron Turner. 


7. FIU 


WEST 
1. UTSA 


2. North Texas 


3. Rice 


SUS WCMESSUE breaker Kenneth Dixon. 


The Miners have a nice tandem of RBs in 
Aaron Jones and Nathan Jeffery. 


The Golden Eagles won't be starting 2014 on 


5. UTEP 


6. So. Mississippi 


a 23-game losing streak. 
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QB Rakeem Cato returns along with his lead- 


The defense features big playmakers and 


Combo of QB Brandon Doughty and 
WR Willie McNeal will thrive in new setting. 


The big finish in 2013 (four wins) can be 
a springboard to bigger things. 


Old Dominion moves up in class and into 


The wide receiving corps has some depth and 


With 38 seniors and nearly every starter back, 
this looks like the time to win a title. 


The Mean Green has three of the best offen- 
Sive linemen in the conference. 


The Owls have been a steady winner recently, 
going 15-4 in their last 19 games. 


The Bulldogs have depth at RB, led by game- 


Tommy Shuler and tackle Clint Van Horn 
on offense, and tackle James Rouse, line- 
backer Jermaine Holmes and corner Corey 
Tindal on defense, will take on a schedule 
that, to be kind, is less than challenging. 

The Thundering Herd’s biggest tests 
figure to come from Middle Tennessee, 
which has quarterback issues but is solid 
on defense, and Western Kentucky. 

Florida Atlantic, apparently recovered 
from coach Carl Pelini’s stunning (and 
messy) resignation at midseason last 
year, also could figure in. The Owls have 
an experienced quarterback in Jaquez 
Johnson and a veteran defense. 

Old Dominion’s depth chart is pep- 
pered with veterans but will face a full 
schedule of FBS opponents for the first 
time. UAB and Florida International will 
fight to stay out of the cellar. 

In the West, Rice, which beat Marshall 
in the 2013 championship game, will be 
hard-pressed to duplicate last year’s suc- 


There's not a lot to quibble with on either 
side of the ball, relative to the competition. 


The situation at quarterback is murky head- 
ing into fall camp. 


The defense figures to take a step back with 
loss of seven starters. 


Trips to Nebraska and Alabama are waiting 
to start September. 


Conference play starts with games against 
Rice, Middle Tennessee and Marshall. 


Getting the ball to those receivers could be 
an issue. 


Those returnees managed only one victory 
and a scant 9.8 points per game in 2013. 


One of the three lost starters is Eric Soza, the 
young program's only starting QB. 


That's about it for returning veterans on 
offense, and the defense is similarly young. 


The Owls open at Notre Dame and at Texas 
A&M, an almost-guaranteed 0-2 start. 


There are depth concerns at the line of scrim- 
mage on both sides of the ball. 


WR Jordan Leslie (44 catches in 2013) trans- 
ferred to seek greener pastures. 


Trips to Mississippi State and Alabama are 
among their first three games. 


cess with the loss of quarterback Taylor 
McHargue and running back Charles 
Ross. But Jordan Taylor is an all-star can- 
didate at wide receiver, and there is a nice 
nucleus of returning starters on defense. 

UTSA, which didn’t start playing foot- 
ball until 2011, came within a touchdown 
of winning the West in 2013 (losing 27-21 
to Rice) and looks to finish the deal this 
time around. The Roadrunners return 19 
starters, but lose quarterback Eric Soza, 
who had been with the program since the 
beginning. 

North Texas, which handed Rice its 
only league loss last year, is looking at a 
new quarterback and running back, but 
the Mean Green will challenge UTSA. 

Of the remaining teams, Louisiana 
Tech has the best shot at climbing into 
the first division. UTEP and Southern 
Mississippi look to improve, but each has 
a long, long way to go. 

— Paul Borden 


Our call 


The Herd is rumbling toward a second straight title 
game appearance. 


If the QB position is settled early, the Blue Raiders 
will challenge Marshall. 


The Hilltoppers could move up if replacements are 
found on defense. 


If the Owls can physically survive the first two 
games, they can be a factor in the race. 


Monarchs won't be an easy out, especially if their 
defense improves. 


The defense is going to have to take giant strides 
for the Blazers to move up. 


The Panthers will need to have things fall right just 
to escape the East basement. 


The Roadrunners will cash in on the five-game 
winning streak that finished last season. 


Despite the losses, North Texas should contend for 
another bowl appearance. 


Rice may not win the West again, but won't fall far 
if they survive the early schedule. 


Traditionally, Tech doesn't stay down long, but 
a big rebound from 4-8 isn't likely. 


The Miners get Southern Miss at home, which 
could keep them out of the cellar. 


Few teams have fallen as fast as the Eagles, and 
getting back up is going to take a while. 
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DEFENSE - SECOND TEAM 


Ty Long 


Gavin Rocker 
Patrick McNeil 
Ashaad Mabry 


Derek Akunne 
Evan McKelvey 
Jake Ganus 
Adairius Barnes 
Triston Wade 
Corey Tindal 
DeBarriaus Miller 
P Sean Kelly 


Sr. 


Jr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Diaheem Watkins Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
So. 
Jr. 
Jr. 
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UAB 


Western Kentucky 
Middle Tennessee 
UTSA 

UAB 

North Texas 
Marshall 

UAB 

Louisiana Tech 
UTSA 

Marshall 
Southern Miss 
Florida Atlantic 


Strongest Arm _ 


HONOR ROLL 


Most Accurate Passer 


Coolest in Clutch 


Best Pass Blocker 


Best Pass Rusher 


Best Cover Corner 


Special Teams Demon 


__ Taylor Heinicke 
Rakeem Cato 


-; 3 
Lindy’s 2014 ) Geeiee=][cHe)Nisisp —cowiconnections 
ALL C-USA Team ——— : 
Aug. 29 UTSA at Houston aie Ac mae sac 
= QB Rakeem Cato Sr. Marshall Aug. 30 North Texas at Texas Ree as 
< As Jordan sal UAB | Sept.6 Middle Tennessee at Minnesota Boca Raton Bowl 
Kenneth Dixon Louisiana Tech ’ Any Bowl Eligible C-USA Team vs. MAC 
= 
- WR Tommy Shuler Marshall Sept.13 Western Kentucky at Middle Tennessee 
4 WR Jordan Taylor Rice Oct. 2 Florida Atlantic at FIU New Mexico Bowl 
pal TE Jonnu Smith FU | Oct.4 Marshall at Old Dominion Any Bowt ae ae Team vs, Mountaly 
; est Champion 
a Chris Jasperse Marshall | Oct.11 Middle Tennessee at Marshall : 
rf aes as eS, Oct. 18 UTSA at Louisiana Tech Heart of Dallas Bowl 
Int Van Form arsnal : Any Bowl Eligible C-USA Team vs. Big Ten 
iL 
o Scott Inskeep Sr. UTSA Oct. 25 North Texas at Rice 
Mason Y’Barbo Sr. North Texas Nov.1 Western Kentucky at Louisiana Tech Hawaii Bowl 
Jamarcus Nelson — Sr. UAB Nov. 8 UTSA at Rice Any Bow! Eligible C-USA Team vs. Mountain West 
Kyle Fischer So. Louisiana Tech Nov. 15 Rice at Marshall independance Bowl 
Nov. 22 Florida Atlantic at Middle Tennessee Any Bowl Eligible C-USA Team vs. ACC or SEC 
Christian Covington Jr. Rice Nov. 28 Western Kentucky at Marshall 
s Brandin Bryant Jr. Florida Atlantic Nov.29 North Texas at UTSA 
< James Rouse Sr. Marshall 
a Robert Singletary Sr. UTSA 
A Jermaine Holmes — Sr. Marshall 1. Cyril Lemon Sr. NorthTexas Durable lineman who has started three years. 
@ Andrae Kirk Sr. Florida Atlantic Ds , -£ Es FEE 4 ick 
i T.T. Barber Jr. Middle Tennessee i sae fe zs Gaye she (eran picks) 
7) D'Joun Smith Sr. Florida Atlantic Z 3. Cam Thomas Sr. W.Kentucky Solid cover man with 6-1, 190 size. 
= Kevin Byard Jr. Middle Tennessee a : : 
ui Cam Thomas Sr. Wester Kentucky =— Wi Robert Singletary Sr. UTSA Emerging as a dominant pass rusher. 
Bryce Callahan Sr. Rice : 5, James Rouse Sr. Marshall Could move up ifhe stays healthy. 
Hunter Mullins Sr. UAB LL 
Z 6. Isaiah Anderson Sr. At 6-4, his frame can handle more than his 268 pounds. 
Taylor Heinicke Sr. ODU =] 7. Jamarcus Nelson Sr. Kick returning skills are an asset. 
= Speen =e Ure 5 8. Justin Halley DB ost FU Has a knack for getting to the football 
< Steward Butler Jr. Marshall Ee 
ry WR Larry Pinkard Sr. Old Dominion 9. Ty Long K Sr. UAB Accurate kicker (76.7 percent) with strong leg. 
So WR Willie McNeal Sr. Western Kentucky ae Fick aaks OR Racer lan bes ai Ca 
9 Eric Tomlinson —_—Sr. UTEP ya a =a aes neat 5 good staat sak ee: 
w Donald Senat Sr. FIU 
' Darius Johnson Jr. Middle Tennessee 
mI C cl Sr. Western Kentucky 
s AMETON CIETRTIONS = Fe en nen Most Valuable Offensive Player Defensive Player Newcomer 
AT Isaiah Anderson _Sr. Middle Tennessee Player of the Year of the Year of the Year 
Ta AntonioJohnson Sr. —_ North Texas Rakeem Cato, Taylor Heinicke, T.T. Barber, LB, Nacarius Fant, WR, 
0 Reggie Whatley Sr. Middle Tennessee QB, Marshall QB, ODU Middle Tennessee Western Kentucky 


Old Dominion 
Marshall 
Florida Atlantic 
Marshall 


Jaquez Johnson 
Rakeem Cato 


Toughest to Bring Down Kenneth Dixon Louisiana Tech 
Best Hands 


Most Dangerous Deep Threat Jamarcus Nelson UAB 


Tommy Shuler Marshall 


Cyril Lemon North Texas 


Robert Singletary UTSA 
D’Joun Smith Florida Atlantic 
UAB 


Jamarcus Nelson 
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FLORIDA ATLANTIC | OWLS 


C-USA rank:7 Record: 6-6 


“What we need to do as a football 
team is to continue to build depth.” 
— Coach Charlie Partridge, at the 
conclusion of spring practice 


OWLS at a GLANCE 


COACH: Charlie Partridge — Ist year at FAU and overall 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR; Brian Wright 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Roc Bellantoni 


LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2007 
LAST BOWL: 2008, Motor City 
RETURNING STARTERS: 12; 5 offense, 6 defense, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Jaquez Johnson, WR William Dukes, 
C Braden Lyons, LB Andrae Kirk, SS Damian Parms, CB D'Joun Smith 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Johnson gives the Owls a threat as 

@ passer and runner and has a year’s starting experience after 
transferring from East Mississippi Community College for the 2013 
season. He also has some proven receivers in Dukes and Jenson 
Stoshak. The secondary is the strength of the defense. Smith had 
seven interceptions last year. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: After helping the Owls rush fora 
school-record 182.9 yards a game in 2013, the offensive line will 
likely take a step back with the loss of three starters and Lyons 
moving to a new position. The front seven on defense is going to 
need four new starters to step up quickly to stop the run. Two of 
the top three sack leaders are gone. 


OFFENSE 


FAU has some big-play potential on offense, fueled 
by dual-threat quarterback Jaquez Johnson and wide 
receivers William Dukes and Jenson Stoshak. 

Johnson had a team-best 772 yards rushing, along 
with 1,876 passing yards and 12 touchdowns through 
the air. He ran for 10 scores. Dukes made 35 catches 
for 553 yards, while Stoshak had 23 receptions for 
298 yards. 

Johnson even got a push from sophomore Greg 
Hankerson at quarterback in the spring, and senior 
Lucky Whitehead also was impressive at wide receiver. 


C-USA record: 4-4 (4th, East) 


Hankerson played in eight games in 2013, start- 
ing one, although he completed only 46 of 94 pass 
attempts for 484 yards with three interceptions. 
Whitehead cashed in his nine receptions for 191 
yards last season. 

The big task will be putting together an offensive 
line to give the Owls the opportunity to keep the 
ground game going. The only running back with 
much experience is sophomore Jay Warren, who 
rushed for 340 yards in 10 games (three starts). 

Three starters on the line return, but one of them, 
senior Braden Lyons, is moving from tackle to center. 
Dillon DeBoer is switching from right guard to left 
tackle. Tackle Vinny Davino and guard Mikingson 
Marsaille are coming off injuries. 


DEFENSE 

Defense played a big part in FAU’s late-season 
surge, holding opponents to an average of just 10 
points in the four-game winning streak that ended 
the year. 

The Owls have key spots to fill, however, especi- 
ally up front. 

Senior linebacker Andrae Kirk, the team’s leading 
tackler a year ago with 84 stops, and junior tackles 
Brandin Bryant (51) and Trevon Coley (37) return, 
but the Owls are looking for new starters at both 
ends and the other two linebacker spots. 

Sophomore Trey Hendrickson nailed down one of 
the end spots in the spring, but the other positions are 
still very competitive going into fall camp. 

The secondary should be the strength of the unit. 
Senior cornerback D'Joun Smith, who tied a school 
record and led C-USA in interceptions with seven, 
leads the returnees. 

Other returning starters in the secondary are 
safeties Christian Milstead (four interceptions) and 
Damian Parms (No. 2 on the team in tackles with 78). 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


FAU returns punter Sean Kelly (42.7-yard average), 
and incoming freshman place-kicker Landon Scheer 
is considered one of the top prospects in the country. 
The Owls are looking for a new punt returner, but 
sophomore Reggie Brown (20.9-yard average) and 
junior Cre’von LeBlanc (24.8) are back to handle 
kickoff returns. 


OVERVIEW 

The Owls finished 2013 on a strong note, winning 
their last four games to finish 6-6, their first non- 
losing season since going 7-6 in 2008. Continuing 
that progress will depend on how they come out of 
September. The season begins with the Owls on the 
road for three of their first four games, including 

trips to Nebraska and Alabama. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


OT Reggie Bain: A true freshman and early 
enrollee, Bain is a product of the talent-rich Miami 


Central program. He's 6-4, 286 pounds, and 
finished the spring behind junior Dillon DeBoer on 
the left side. Bain figures to play a big role in the 
rotation up front. 


2014 PROJECTED STARTERS 


2013 RESULTS 2014 SCHEDULE 


2013 RANKINGS 


Stadium: FAU Stadium (30,000) 


OFFENSE 


QB 
TB 
wR 
WR 
WR 
TE 
LT 


RT 


Jaquez Johnson* 
Jay Warren 
William Dukes* 
Lucky Whitehead 
Jenson Stoshak 
Alex DeLeon 
Dillon DeBoer* 
Isaac Edwards* 
Braden Lyons* 
Mikingson Marsaille 
Vinny Davino 


DEFENSE 


LE 
LT 
RT 
RE 


Robinson Eugene 
Trevon Coley* 
Brandin Bryant* 
Trey Hendrickson 
Freedom Whitfield 
Andrae Kirk* 
Robert Relf 
Cre'von LeBlanc 
D'Joun Smith* 
Damian Parms* 
Christian Milstead* 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 15 
P16 


Landon Scheer 
Sean Kelly* 


* Returning Starters in Bold 


Aug. 30 
Sept.6 
Sept. 13 
Sept. 20 
Sept. 27 
Oct. 2 
Oct. 18 
Oct. 25 
Nov.1 
Nov. 8 
Nov. 22 
Nov. 29 


TO MARGIN 


-3 


By Paul Borden 


at Nebraska 
at Alabama 
TULSA 

at Wyoming 
UTSA 

at FIU 


WESTERN KENTUCKY 


at Marshall 
UAB 


at North Texas 
at Middle Tennessee 
OLD DOMINION 


at Miami 


at East Carolina 
at South Florida 
MIDDLE TENNESSEE (OT) 
at Rice 
at UAB 
MARSHALL 


at Auburn 


TULANE 
at Southern Miss 
NEW MEXICO STATE 
FIU 


PER GAME 
26.4 
182.9 
198.3 
381.3 


PER GAME 
223 
164.4 
161.5 
325.9 


PER GAME 
-0.3 


6-34 
13-31 
28-10 
35-42 
14-18 
37-23 
23-24 
10-45 
34-17 
41-7 
55-10 
21-6 


RANK 
78 
47 
91 
82 


RANK 
26 
65 

2 
N 
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FLORIDA INT'L | GOLDEN PANTHERS 


C-USA rank: 13 Record: 1-11 C-USA record: 1-7 (T-5th, East) Stadium: FIU Stadium (23,500) By Paul Borden 


Photo by AP Photo/Wilfredo Lee 


“We've got a long ways to go to get 
ready to play a game, but we did 
make strides.” 

— Coach Ron Turner, on FIU’s spring 


GOLDEN PANTHERS at a GLANCE 


COACH: Ron Turner — At FIU: I-11, | year; overall: 43-72, 10 years 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Steve Shankweiler 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Josh Conklin 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2010 

LAST BOWL: 2010, Little Caesars 

RETURNING STARTERS: 18; 9 offense, 7 defense, kicker, punter 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: 08 E.J. Hilliard, RB Shane Coleman, TE 
Jonnu Smith, LG Jordan Budwig, CB Randy Harvey, FS Justin Halley 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The return of the starting line should 
lead to a big step up for a unit that gave up a horrendous 52 
sacks in 2013. Glenn Coleman, who didn't play in 2013, adds 
depth at receiver. The defense also should improve. Richard 
Leonard's return after a year out with eligibility issues solidifies 
the secondary. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Hilliard had a handful of starts over 
his first two years, but must prove himself as the No. ] man. The 
Panthers are breaking in two new starters at tackle on a defen- 
sive line that was at least partly responsible for giving up 205.4 
yards a game on the ground last year. 


OFFENSE 


Florida International ranked last nationally in total 


offense in 2013, so there is vast room for improvement. 


The Panthers return nine starters to the unit, 
including all five up front. Plus, the return of wide 
receiver Glenn Coleman and running back Shane 


Coleman, who missed last year because of academ- 


ic and injury issues, respectively, adds experience 
at the skill positions. 

Junior Lamarq Caldwell, last year’s leading 
rusher with 504 yards, is back, and the Panthers 
are hoping to add some big plays to their attack 


by using junior speedster De’Andre Jasper at slot 
receiver and running back. 

The team’s top seven reception leaders return, 
led by sophomore tight end Jonnu Smith, who had 
39 catches for 388 yards as a freshman. 

The Panthers lose three-year starter Jake Med- 
ford, but junior E.J. Hilliard, who had a handful of 
starts the past two years when Medford was out 
with injuries, is poised to take over at quarterback. 
He completed 77 of 132 attempts for 775 yards, 
but also had four interceptions. Newcomer Alex 
McGough was impressive in the spring. 


With seven starters back — plus cornerback Rich- 
ard Leonard, a starter in 2012 who was ineligible 
last year — a defense that ranked 94th nationally is 
looking to make strides. 

Senior safety Justin Halley (53 tackles last year 
and seven career interceptions) leads a veteran 
secondary that includes seniors Demarkus Perkins 
at the other safety and Randy Harvey (two intercep- 
tions) at corner. 

The Panthers lose their leading tackler in 
linebacker Markeith Russell, but welcome back re- 
turning starters Luis Rosado and Davison Colimon 
at the other spots. Junior Patrick Jean is the other 
projected starter. 

The Panthers have returning starters at end with 
juniors Michael Wakefield and Denzell Perine, but 
there are two big holes to fill up front at tackle with 
the departures of Greg Hickman (4.0 sacks) and 
Isame Faciane (2.5). 

Junior Lars Koht, who had a nice spring, and sopho- 
more Leonard Washington are the leading candidates 
for the job, and West Virginia transfer Imarjaye 
Albury had a good showing in the spring as well. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


The Panthers return veterans in kicker Austin 
Taylor and punter Chris Ayers, but both face chal- 
lenges. Taylor made only eight of a dozen field goal 
attempts and Ayers averaged just over 35 yards 
a punt. The return of Glenn Coleman and Leonard 
adds pop to the return game. 


OVERVIEW 


With a year to get more familiar with coach Ron 
Turner, the Panthers should be more competitive. 
But how much of a plus is having a lot of experi- 
ence returning from a one-win team? Five of 
their first six games are at home, but among the 
opponents are Louisville, a 72-0 winner last year, 
Pittsburgh and Bethune-Cookman, which beat the 
Panthers by three touchdowns. Four wins could be 
a realistic goal, five a stretch. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


QB Alex McGough: The true freshman from Tampa 
enrolled early and had an impressive spring prac- 
tice. McGough (6-3, 215) passed for 2,985 yards and 
30 touchdowns in his last two years in high school; 
he could be ready if junior EJ. Hilliard falters. 


2014 PROJECTED STARTERS 


2013 RESULTS 2014 SCHEDULE 


i ene, SO TRA ee Ta ie Biles I 


2013 RANKINGS 


QB 13 
RB 36 
wR 10 
wR 7 
WR 

TE 

LT 


DE 
oT 
oT 


LB 


cB 
cB 
ss 
FS 


EJ. Hilliard 
Lamarg Caldwell* 
Glenn Coleman 
T.J. Lowder* 
Clinton Taylor* 
Jonnu Smith* 
David Delsoin* 
Jordan Budwig* 
Donald Senat* 
Jordan White* 
Aaron Nielsen* 


Michael Wakefield* 
Leonard Washington 
Lars Koht 

Denzell Perine* 
Patrick Jean 

Luis Rosado* 
Davison Colimon* 
Richard Leonard 
Randy Harvey* 
Demarkus Perkins* 
Justin Halley* 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 54 
Pp #16 


* Returning 


Aug. 30 
Sept.6 
Sept. 13 
Sept. 20 
Sept. 27 
Oct. 2 
Oct. 11 
Oct. 18 
Nov. 1 
Nov. 8 
Nov. 15 
Nov. 22 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


TO MARGIN 


-6 


Austin Taylor* 
Chris Ayers* 


Starters in Bold 


BETHUNE-COOKMAN 


WAGNER 


PITTSBURGH 


LOUISVILLE 
at UAB 

FAU 

at UTSA 
MARSHALL 
RICE 


at Old Dominion 
MIDDLE TENNESSEE 
at North Texas 


at Maryland 
UCF 
BETHUNE-COOKMAN 


at Louisville 

at Southern Miss 
UAB 
LOUISIANA TECH 
EAST CAROLINA 
at Middle Tennessee 
at UTEP 
MARSHALL 
at FAU 


PER GAME 
9.8 
76.3 
142.8 
219.0 


PER GAME 
37.0 
205.4 
224.3 
429.7 


PER GAME 
-05 


10-43 
0-38 
13-34 
0-72 
24-23 
24-27 
7-23 
13-34 
0-48 
10-33 
10-48 
6-21 


RANK 
T-122 
120 
n6 
123 


RANK 
110 
99 
54 
94 


RANK 
T-97 
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LOUISIANA TECH | BULLDOGS 


C-USA rank: 8 Record: 4-8 


“Where | think we need to make the 
biggest strides is on the offensive 
side of the ball.” 

— Skip Holtz 


BULLDOGS at a GLANCE 


COACH: Skip Holtz — At Louisiana Tech: 4-8, | year; overall: 
92-79, 14 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Tony Petersen 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Manny Diaz 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2011 WAC 

LAST BOWL: 2011, Poinsettia 

RETURNING STARTERS: 16; 7 offense, 7 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: RB Kenneth Dixon, WR Paul Turner, 
RT Mitchell Bell, DE Vontarrius Dora, CB Le'Vander Liggins, 
CB Adairius Barnes, S Xavier Woods 


back and there is experience at quarterback. The strength of the 
team may be on defense, especially in the secondary. Passing on 
the Bulldogs will be tough if the front line can bring a decent pass 
tush. The secondary will hold its own. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Inexperience on the offensive and 
defensive fronts could be an issue, so could the passing game. 
Despite experience at quarterback, neither Ryan Higgins nor Scotty 
Young were standouts a season ago. The Bulldogs better stretch 
the field more in the passing game to take pressure off Dixon. 


OFFENSE 


The Bulldogs’ 37.3 pass attempts per game was 
third-most in Conference USA, but the team aver- 
aged just 206 passing yards and was second worst in 
the 14-team league in yards per attempt (5.5). 

The good news/bad news on the passing front, 
depending on your perspective, is that Ryan Higgins 
and Scotty Young return at quarterback after each 
made six starts in 2013. Maybe more promising is 
new blood at wide receiver that could stretch the 
field, namely in speedy LSU transfer Paul Turner. 


C-USA record: 3-5 (Sth, West) 


But if the Bulldogs are going to make a run, 
it will likely have to come on the ground again. 
Junior Kenneth Dixon returns after an all-league 
season of 917 rushing yards in just 10 games. His 
6.1 yards per carry average was second among 
the league’s top rushers, but he only had four 
rushing touchdowns. 

All five projected starters up front tip the scales 
north of 300 pounds. Right tackle Mitchell Bell 
and left guard Tre Carter are returning starters who 
need to lead the way in shoring up the pass protec- 
tion that allowed 30 sacks last year. 


DEFENSE 

The new look on defense starts on the sideline 
and in the booth where former Texas and Missis- 
sippi State defensive coordinator Manny Diaz takes 
over in Ruston and is eager to put some polish back 
on his once shiny profile. 

Diaz hopes his blitz schemes can help improve 
a secondary that has a solid core of returning start- 
ers and potential stars in safety Xavier Woods 
(61 tackles) and cornerbacks Adairius Barnes 
(four interceptions) and Le’Vander Liggins 
(10 pass breakups). There is depth behind them, 
too. 

But La. Tech will be hard-pressed to replace top 
tackler Daniel Cobb at linebacker, as well as pass- 
rushing defensive end IK Enemkpali. Returning 
linebacker Mitch Villemez (69 tackles, two sacks, 
three forced fumbles) is productive, but more play- 
makers in the front seven must emerge. 

There are high hopes that junior defensive end 
Vontarrius Dora can develop into one of the better 
players at that position in the league, which would 
relieve the pressure for three new starters alongside 
him on the defensive line. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Kicker Kyle Fischer and punter Logan McPherson 
each return after solid, though not spectacular, 
seasons. McPherson averaged 38.0 yards per punt, 
but had 21 downed inside the 20 and forced 17 fair 
catches, preventing much in the way of a return 
game for opponents. Fischer was 18 of 23 on held- 
goal attempts, with a long of 49 yards, while also 
handling kickoff duties. 


OVERVIEW 

The schedule, especially early, isn’t kind, but 
with Diaz on board revamping a defense with some 
quality pieces, the Bulldogs could push for a .500 
season, which would be an improvement. Some 
more production out of the passing game is a must. 
Dixon can’t do it all for the offense. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


WR Paul Turner: The LSU transfer has the speed 
to stretch the field, something Louisiana Tech 


could use after ranking 13th in a 14-team league 
in yards per pass attempt. No Bulldog wideout 
had more than 36 receptions last year, but Turner 
should surpass that total. 


2014 PROJECTED STARTERS 


2013 RESULTS 2014 SCHEDULE 


2013 RANKINGS 


Stadium: Joe Aillet Stadium 30,600 


Ryan Higgins* 
Kenneth Dixon* 
Sterling Griffin* 
Hunter Lee* 
Eddie Johnson 
Paul Turner 
Darrell Brown 
Tre Carter* 


Joseph Brunson 
Richard Greenwalt* 
Mitchell Bell* 


Andre Taylor 
Devon McKinney 
Vernon Butler 
Vontarrius Dora* 
Mitch Villemez* 
Tony Johnson 
Terrell Pinson* 
Le'Vander Liggins* 
Adairius Barnes* 
Lloyd Grogan 
Xavier Woods* 


17 | Kyle Fischer* 
P 43 | Logan McPherson* 
* Returning Starters in Bold 


Aug. 30 
Sept. 6 
Sept. 1] 
Sept. 20 
Sept. 27 
Oct. 4 
Oct. 18 
Oct. 25 
Nov.1 
Nov. 8 
Nov. 22 
Nov. 29 


at NC State 
LAMAR 
TULANE 
at Kansas 
vs. Army (Dallas, 
at UTEP 


at FIU 


at Rice 


TULSA 
at UTSA 


PER GAME 


19.2 
160.2 
206.0 
366.2 


PER GAME 


26.3 
194.8 
213.5 
408.3 


TO MARGIN 
=3 -03 


NORTH TEXAS 


SOUTHERN MISS 


PER GAME 


By Geoff Grammer 


at Oklahoma 
at Louisiana 
at North Texas 


NORTHWESTERN STATE 


at Auburn 

UTEP 

UTSA 

at Southern Miss 


WESTERN KENTUCKY 


at UAB 
at Old Dominion 
RICE 


14-40 
27-14 
15-24 
10-13 
16-35 
38-35 
13-28 
23-7 
36-13 
14-52 
14-24 
10-30 


TX) 


RANK 
m 
TE) 
87 
94 


RANK 
6] 
91 
3 

69 


RANK 


198 Lindy’s Sports Annuals 


www.lindyssports.com 2014 


Photo by Tim Heitman-USA TODAY Sports 


MIDDLE TENNESSEE | BLUE RAIDERS | 


C-USA rank: 4 


“| think we can win with all three of 
them.” — Coach Rick Stockstill, on 
the competition at quarterback 


BLUE RAIDERS at a GLANCE 


COACH: Rick Stockstill — At MTSU and overall: 51-49, 8 years 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Buster Faulkner 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Tyrone Nix, Steve Ellis 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2006, Sun Belt co-champs 

LAST TIME DIDN'T GO BOWLING: 2012 

RETURNING STARTERS: 12; 4 offense, 7 defense, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: RB Jordan Parker, WR Marcus Henry, 
RT Isaiah Anderson, DT Patrick McNeil, LB T.T. Barber, 


LB Christian Henry, SS Kevin Byard 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: With seven starters back plus four other 
returnees with at least one start in 2013, the defense should be 
more solid, Barber and Byard are both strong all-conference 
candidates. Depth at running back also is a big plus. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The quarterback situation needs to be 
settled, and the offensive line returns only two starters. In addi- 
tion to the loss of quarterback Logan Kilgore, the Blue Raiders 
also lose their top two receivers, Kyle Griswold and Tavarres 
Jefferson (91 combined receptions in 2013), making depth 

a concern at wide receiver. 


OFFENSE 

Middle Tennessee went into spring practice with 
a three-way competition at quarterback. 

The Blue Raiders go into fall with the same situation. 

Sophomore Austin Grammer, redshirt freshman 
AJ. Erdely and freshman Brent Stockstill (son of 
head coach Rick Stockstill) will go into camp in a 
virtual dead heat in the race to see who will replace 
Logan Kilgore, who ended his career as the pro- ' 
gram’s all-time leader in career touchdown passes. 

There’s also a logjam at running back, but that 
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Record: 8-5 


C-USA: 6-2 (T-2nd, East) 


is a good thing. The Raiders return their top four 
rushers, including junior Jordan Parker. He finished 
as the No. 1 rusher with 745 yards despite being 
slowed by injuries over the last half of the season. 

Running backs Reggie Whatley (657 yards), 
Jeremiah Bryson (398) and Shane Tucker (241) also 
had injury issues but are expected to be ready for 
the fall. 

The Raiders welcome back wide receiver Marcus 
Henry, who had 38 receptions for 549 yards. Four 
other returnees, including Parker, were in double 
digits in receptions. Junior Christian Collis, 

a returning starter, broke his ankle in the spring 
and may miss the opener. 

Up front, tackles Isaiah Anderson and Darius 
Johnson each have 26 career starts, and right guard 
Josh Chester had two starts at center early last year 
before injuring his ankle. 


DEFENSE 

Team speed has improved, but the impact may 
be more noticeable on defense. 

Facing a diet of spread attacks, the defense did not 
have particularly good numbers in 2013, giving up 
just over 403 yards a game, nearly 200 on the ground. 

But with seven starters returning, including 
all-conference candidates in tackle Patrick McNeil, 
linebacker T.T. Barber and safety Kevin Byard, the 
Blue Raiders are looking to step it up on defense. 

Byard and Barber accounted for more than half 
of Middle Tennessee State’s 15 interceptions last 
season with Byard picking off five and Barber three. 
Byard has nine career interceptions and is the 
NCAA's active leader in interception return yards 
with 326 in just two seasons. 

End Jiajuan Fennell, who returns with starting 
experience, is facing a challenge from senior 
Shubert Bastien. Bastien had 21 tackles with 1.5 
sacks; Fennell posted 20 stops and no sacks last year. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Sophomore Cody Clark made 12 of 16 field goal 
attempts as a freshman with two game-winners. 
Junior Zachary Lopez and freshman A.J. Wells will 
compete for punting duties. Lopez attempted one 
last season, a 31-yarder downed inside UTEP’s 
20-yard line. Whatley is the primary kick returner. 


OVERVIEW 
If the Blue Raiders come up with answers at 
quarterback and along the offensive line, they have 
the makings of a conference contender. They beat 
East Division winner Marshall last year, and one of 
their two losses was to East Carolina, which is no 
longer in C-USA. The other was to West runner-up 
North Texas. 
TOP NEWCOMER 


~ WR Ed’Marques Batties: The transfer from 
Kilgore College (Texas) redshirted last year, but 
he had 67 receptions for 976 yards and 11 touch- 
downs as a sophomore in 2012. Batties (6-0, 197) 
is expected to have an immediate impact and add 
critical depth to the Blue Raiders’ receiving corps. 


{ 
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2014 PROJECTED STARTERS 


2013 RESULTS 2014 SCHEDULE 
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2013 RANKINGS 


FS 


Stadium: Floyd Stadium (31,000) 


Daniel Stephens 
Josh Chester 
Isalah Anderson* 


Shubert Bastien 
Patrick McNeil* 
Raynard Felton 
Alexandro Antoine* 
James Roberson 
Christian Henry* 
T.T. Barber* 
Jared Singletary* 
Khari Burke 

Kevin Byard* 
Xavier Walker* 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 89 
Peay 


* Returning 


Aug. 30 
Sept. 6 
Sept. 13 
Sept. 20 
Sept. 26 
Oct. 4 
Oct.11 
Oct.18 
Nov.1 


Nov. 15 
Nov. 22 
Nov. 29 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


TO MARG! 


Cody Clark* 
Zachary Lopez 
Starters in Bold 


y By Paul Borden 


¥ESSsESEsss 


SAVANNAH STATE 
at Minnesota 
WESTERN KENTUCKY 


at Memphis 


at Old Dominion 
SOUTHERN MISS 


WESTERN CAROLINA 
at North Carolina 
MEMPHIS 
at FAU (OT) 
at BYU 
EAST CAROLINA 
at North Texas 
MARSHALL 
at UAB 
FIU 
at Southern Miss 
UTEP 
Armed Forces Bowl 
vs. Navy 


PER GAME 
29.0 
199.3 
208.2 
407.5 


PER GAME 
26.2 
199.3 
203.4 
4027 


IN PER GAME 
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at Marshall 
UAB 

BYU 

at FIU 

FAU 

at UTEP 


45-24 
20-40 
17-15 
42-35 
10-37 
17-24 
7-34 
51-49 
24-21 
48-0 
42-21 
48-17 


6-24 


Photo by Chuck Cook-USA TODAY Sports 


“We improved every day in terms of 
things that matter. We're still a ways 
away, but we were productive with 
what we wanted to accomplish.” 

— Coach Todd Monken, on spring ball 


GOLDEN EAGLES at a GLANCE 


COACH: Todd Monken — At Southern Miss and overall; 1-11, 1 year 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Chip Lindsey 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: David Duggan 


LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2011 
LAST BOWL: 201], Hawaii 
RETURNING STARTERS: 16; 8 offense, 6 defense, kicker, punter 


lens, RB Jalen Richard, 
WR D.J. Thompson, LB Alan Howze, DT Rakeem Nunez-Roches, 
S Jacorius Cotton 


skilled on defense. Howze, Nunez-Roches and Cotton have each 
logged a ton of playing time in their careers, and each is a bona 
fide difference-maker. With only six combined games played 
among the three of them in 2013, the defense struggled tremen- 
dously. Mullens’ upside is a big plus for the offense. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Southern Miss turned the ball over at 
an alarming rate last season. This was due, in large part, to inju- 
ries and deficiencies along the offensive line. If the Golden Eagles 
fail to shore up its most glaring weakness in 2013, those problems 
could persist in 2014. 


OFFENSE 

Aside from a few glimmers of hope last season, 
the Golden Eagles’ offense was dreadful. 

Plagued by injuries, a porous line, a receiving 
corps that struggled with drops, and turnovers — 
lots and lots of turnovers — Southern Miss 
sputtered from the get-go. 

But after a change at quarterback at midseason, 
it finally all came together on Nov. 29. With true 
freshman Nick Mullens at quarterback, the Golden 
Eagles put up 62 points in a victory at UAB. 

Mullens started six games, throwing for 13 touch- 


downs (with 14 interceptions) in 276 attempts. He is 
back as the unquestioned starter, and he will lead a 
unit that figures to be much improved in its second 
season under coach Todd Monken. 

Southern Miss returns eight starters on offense 
and will benefit from the return of receiver D.J. 
Thompson, who was by far the best offensive player 
in spring camp. He missed most of last season 
because of a variety of injuries. 

The big question mark left on offense is the line, 
which returns two starters. But a pair of beefy 
junior college transfers — Norman Price and 
Thomas Collins — figure to help. 


DEFENSE 


The defense was almost as bad as the offense 
last season, but this unit was decimated by the 
injury bug. A trio of multi-year starters — defensive 
lineman Rakeem Nunez-Roches, linebacker Alan 
Howze and defensive back Jacorius Cotton — 
combined to play in just six games in 2013. 

Good news: Those three are back, as is pretty 
much everyone else. 

Nunez was an 11-game starter in 2012. Howze had 
66 tackles that season (and 38 in just four games 
last year). Cotton had 91 tackles back in 2011. 

Their returns will push some of last year’s start- 
ers back to reserve roles, creating more depth for 
a unit that needs all the help it can get after giving 
up 41.9 points per game. 

After employing a 4-2-5 scheme under coor- 
dinator Dave Duggan last season, the team will 
make the transition to the more conventional 
4-3 formation. 

Given the return of several key players, as well 
as the infusion of young talent such as defensive 
back Picasso Nelson, linebacker Darian Yancey and 
defensive back Cornell Armstrong, the defensive 
side of the ball figures to be much improved. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Southern Miss struggled on special teams in 
2013. Kicker Corey Acosta was just 11 of 20 on field- 
goal tries. Punter Matthew Moseley went down 
early due to injury, forcing true freshman Tyler 
Sarrazin into action. He averaged 39.4 yards. 


OVERVIEW 

It won’t take much to improve the situation in 
Hattiesburg. However, the Golden Eagles will look 
to be much better in 2014. A move to Conference 
USA's West Division could also help, as the team 
won't have to deal with Middle Tennessee, Western 
Kentucky or Florida Atlantic in the regular-season 
crossover schedule. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


DB Picasso Nelson: The lightly recruited, 5-11, 180- 
pound true freshman enrolled early and has fully par- 
ticipated in all team activities since January. A local 
product, Nelson earned rave reviews by the coaching 
staff, and he came up with two interceptions and 

a handful of tackles in the team’s spring game. 
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2013 RESULTS 2014 SCHEDULE 
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2013 RANKINGS 
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63 
70 


By Jason Munz 


Nick Mullens* 
Jalen Richard* 
Marquise Ricard* 
DJ. Thompson 
Markese Triplett* 
Tyre’oune Holmes* 
Rashod Hill* 
Brandon Farmer 
Taylor Peterson 
Fred Moore* 
Cameron Tom* 


OE 
NT 
OT 
LB 
LB 


Dylan Bradley 

Adam Williams* 
Rakeem Nunez-Roches 
Michael Smith* 

Alan Howze 

Terrick Wright* 

Ed Wilkins* 

Kalan Reed* 

Justin Penn 

Jacorius Cotton 
Emmanuel Johnson* 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K: “25 
P82 


Corey Acosta* 
Tyler Sarrazin* 


* Returning Starters in Bold 


Aug. 30 
Sept. 6 
Sept. 13 
Sept. 20 
Sept. 27 
Oct. 4 
Oct. 18 
Oct. 25 
Nov.1 
Nov. 8 
Nov. 15 
Nov. 29 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


TO MARGIN 


-19 


at Mississippi State 
ALCORN STATE 

at Alabama 
APPALACHIAN STATE 
RICE 

at Middle Tennessee 
at North Texas 
LOUISIANA TECH 

at UTEP 

MARSHALL 

at UTSA 

UAB 


TEXAS STATE 


at Nebraska 


15-22 
13-56 
3-24 
7-60 
23-24 
14-55 
14-55 
13-61 
13-36 
7-4) 
21-42 
62-27 


at Arkansas 
at Boise State 
FIU 
at East Carolina 
NORTH TEXAS 
at Marshall 


at Louisiana Tech 
FAU 
MIDDLE TENNESSEE 
at UAB 


PER GAME RANK 
1 WwW 
72.9 221 
242.6 54 
315.5 n4 


PER GAME RANK 
49 Ww 
224.6 n3 
210.9 25 
435.5 99 


PER GAME 
-16 


RANK 
123 
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UAB | BLAZERS 


C-USA rank: 12 Record: 2-10 C-USA record: 1-7 (T-5th, East) Stadium: Legion Field (72,000) By Steve Irvine 


a team-high 42 passes. 

Staples played beyond his years as a freshman. 
Humphrey may be even faster than Nelson. Tight 
end Kennard Backman is outstanding. 

The biggest question comes at quarterback, 


-_ 3 les where California junior college transfer Cody Cle- prccakc hewlobed 
~ = ~~ 7 ments edged ahead of redshirt freshman Jeremiah Cameron Baan 
BLAZERS Briscoe during spring practice. No quarterback on ie ae 
4 UAB’s roster has significant FBS experience. Brian O'Leary* 
The Blazers have a deep talent pool on the of- Victor Salako* 


fensive line, but nothing is so set that newcomers 
couldn’t push for starting jobs this fall. 


2014 PROJECTED STARTERS 


DEFENSE Jntavous aris 
First-year head coach Bill Clark built his reputa- Jake Ganus* 
tion as a defensive master, and he should help im- Brandon Fuller 
prove this group. But success won’t come overnight pee eee, 
3 for a defense that has been one of the worst in 
= college football for several seasons. 
8 UAB, which needs to be better up front, might 
= have the numbers to make that happen. Defensive 
2 end Diaheem Watkins, pass-rush specialist Chris 
JaMarcus Nelson F Rabb and defensive tackle Jontavious Morris 
= 2 J ine * Returning Starters in Bold 
‘ : : have the most experience. Look for junior college 
“What is today going to be about? Did transfers Parrish Huddleston and Robert Mondie to 
piers ike =e é y : Aug. 30 TROY 
we win this day? Did we get better? make an impact at tackle, and big Uneik Crumbley Sept. 6 at Mississippi State 
— Bill Clark, on the showed promise inside last season. w Sept. 13 ALABAMA A&M 
mentality in the program The Blazers have good numbers at linebacker EH Sept.27 FIU 
with the return of several key players, including 8 Oct.4 at Western Kentucky 
leading tackler Jake Ganus. Nothing is set at any w fe! 
I ct. 11 NORTH TEXAS 
BLAZERS at a GLANCE linebacker position, but look for Ganus and Destin SH Oct.18 at Middle Tennessee 
COACH: Bill Clark — First year at UAB; overall: 11-4, 1 year Challenger, who was hurt much of last season, to be a Oct.25 at Arkansas 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Bryant Vincent among the leaders. 8 Nov.1 at FAU 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Duwan Walker UAB, decimated by injuries at safety last season, o Nov. 8 LOUISIANA TECH 
Re een en ee has much better numbers this year. Last year’s Nov. 22 MARSHALL 
LAST : None , 
- = i Nov. 29 at Southern Miss 
LAST BOWL: 2004, Hawall Bow! first game starters Calvin Jones and Jay Davis Vv. 
RETURNING STARTERS: II; 6 offense, 3 defense, kicker, punter fj — missed nearly the entire season, but are back to 


SS — = ae anchor the secondary. 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: RB Jordan Howard, WR Jamarcus Nelson, 

WR Jamari Staples, OT Victor Salako, DE Diaheem Watkins, SPECIAL TEAMS 

ci cscaghagaaalal ica ia UAB has two of the better specialists — kicker 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The receiving corps is deep and good Ty Long and punter Hunter Mullins — in C-USA. 
and running back Jordan Howard Is sensational. Depth up front Jamarcus Nelson returned a punt and a kick for 
—on both sides —is better than in the past and the secondary is touchdowns last season. 

experienced. UAB also should be better coached than last year. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: inexperience at quarterback is trou- OVERVIEW 


bling. UAB appears to have talent at that position, but no one Gigivaunat d ived 5 
icraves how they vall pestonn on gatvie Gav The det \ ark asked for and received more commitment 


better on paper. Will it look better on the field? from the administration after Garrick McGee 
ended his short and unsuccessful UAB tenure 
by bolting for the offensive coordinator job at 
OFFENSE ies The university is improving the practice 
acilities and locker room, and now it’s up to Clark 
to improve the product on the field. Baby steps are 
possible this season, but unless the Blazers improve 
dramatically on defense, it might not show in the 
win-loss ledger. 


at Troy (OT) 31-34 

at LSU 17-56 
NORTHWESTERN STATE 52-28 
at Vanderbilt 24-52 
FAU 23-37 

at FIU 27-24 

at UTSA 31-52 
MIDDLE TENNESSEE 21-24 
at Marshall 14-56 

at East Carolina 14-63 
RICE (OT) 34-37 
SOUTHERN MISS 27-62 


2013 RESULTS 


L 
L 
Ww 
L 
L 
WwW 
L 
L 
E 
L 
E 
E 


Jordan Howard was one of the most physical 
backs in C-USA as a freshman. The workhorse 
rushed for 905 yards while sharing the backfield 
with departed standout Darrin Reaves. His backups 


PER GAME RANK 
26.3 82 
178.1 52 


willbe inexperienced, if oft-injured Bashr Coles rd 248 8 

can’t stay healthy. 4 392.9 78 
The Blazers are deep at receiver. Returning TOP NEWCOMER ~] janaaiae aia 

playmakers Jamarcus Nelson and Jamari Staples, z 43.8 19 

and Arkansas transfer Maudrecus Humphrey, lead WR Maudrecus Humphrey: He was a member of “ 2213 109 

the way. the team last fall but was unable to play in games. m 276.5 115 
Nelson, who was simply a speed guy his first two Humphrey, who played a little at Arkansas, will finish rs} 497.8 

seasons, showed last year he is more than that. He his college eligibility with his lone season on the field N PER GAME 

was slowed by an ankle injury for several games but at UAB. He has the talent to make big things happen. -05 


still managed to score 10 touchdowns and catch 
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WESTERN KENTUCKY 


C-USA rank:5 


Record: 8-4 


Sun Belt record: 4-3 (T-3rd) 


HILLTOPPERS 


Stadium: Houchens Industries-L.T. Smith Stadium (22,113) 


Photo by Frank DiBrango 


Brandon Doughty 


“We're leaving a heck of a confer- 
ence, but now we're going into a con- 
ference that's just really competitive 
and we got our work cut out for us.” 
— Defensive coordinator Nick Holt 


HILLTOPPERS at a GLANCE 
COACH: Jeff Brohm — At Western Kentucky and overall: Ist year 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Tyson Helton 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Nick Holt 


LAST BOWL: 2012, Little Caesars Pizza 
RETURNING STARTERS: 12; 7 offense, 4 defense, kicker 


randon Doughty, RB Leon Allen, 


ll Henry, DE Gavin Rocker, LB Terran 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: There should be no excuses for the WKU 
offense not to put up big-time numbers in 2014. A second year in 
the same system with Doughty and a host of experienced wide 
receivers gives WKU one of the premier offenses in Conference USA. 
If all stay healthy, the Tops should be able to score against anyone. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS; The Western Kentucky defense is untest- 
ed and unknown. The Hilltoppers were the Sun Belt’s best defense 
two years running, but they enter a new league having lost all three 
linebackers, three defensive backs and two key defensive linemen. 


OFFENSE 

Western Kentucky’s main strength will be offense. 

It all starts with quarterback Brandon Doughty, 
a senior who set program records in 2013 for pass- 
ing yards (2,857) and completion percentage (65.8). 
Doughty will enter his second season as a starter in 
first-year coach Jeff Brohm’s offense, who leads the 
program into Conference USA. 

Brohm was the offensive coordinator for the 
2013 team that went 8-4 under now-Louisville 
coach Bobby Petrino. Brohm inherits an offensive 
group still strong on the line, in the backfield and 


at wide receiver. 

Leon Allen, a 6-0, 235-pound junior, will 
be looked at to replace Antonio Andrews at 
running back. Allen rushed for 357 yards on 72 
carries last year behind the versatile Andrews, 
but now needs to be the go-to guy in the running 
game. 

Doughty will have his top four receivers from 
2013 to throw to and will be protected by three 
returning starters on the line. Tight ends Mitchell 
Henry and Tyler Higbee are back as well. 


DEFENSE 


The Hilltoppers lost all three starting lineback- 
ers — including NFL hopefuls Andrew Jackson 
and Xavius Boyd — and three of four starters in 
the secondary. One of those was junior safety 
Jonathan Dowling, who opted to turn pro after his 
junior season. 

Western Kentucky also lost two starters on the 
defensive front, so even though coordinator Nick 
Holt returns for his second season to run the de- 
fense, the Tops have plenty of untested parts. 

Middle linebacker Terran Williams, who takes 
over for Jackson, had a standout spring. He'll be 
flanked by Devante Duclos and Daqual Randall, 
two linebackers who had a limited role in 2013. 

The defensive front has more depth than experi- 
ence. T.J. Smith and Gavin Rocker will anchor the 
ends, while Devante Terrell, Bryan Shorter, D’Von 
Isaac, Raphael Cox and DeMarcus Glover will 
rotate on the interior. 

The secondary is led by senior Cam Thomas, 

a 6-1, 190-pound cornerback and the program’s fore- 
most NFL prospect. He intercepted five passes last 
season and broke up 10 others. Offseason shoulder 
surgery limited his play in the spring, but he should 
be 100 percent by the fall. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Junior Garrett Schwettman joined the program 
as a walk-on in 2012 and has been a model of con- 
sistency ever since. Last season he made 13 of 16 
field-goal attempts and 45 of his 47 PATs. The Tops 
replace punter Hendrix Brakefield with sophomore 
Joseph Occhipinti. 


OVERVIEW 

The Hilltoppers will be a team to be reckoned 
with in 2014, but whether they are ready to compete 
for a league championship in Conference USA re- 
mains to be seen. An untested defense and a coach 
with no prior experience leading a program remain 
the unanswered questions against a schedule 
that provides tough challenges before weakening 
toward the end of the year. 


TOP NEWCOMERS 


WRs Jared Dangerfield and Antwane Grant: 
The mid-year enrollees will provide depth, size and 
physicality to the receiving corps. Dangerfield (6-3, 
200) caught 43 passes for 690 yards at Fort Scott 
CC in Kansas; Grant (6-1, 195) had 913 yards on 46 
receptions at Nassau CC in New York. 


2014 PROJECTED STARTERS 


2013 RESULTS 2014 SCHEDULE 


2013 RANKINGS 


Brandon Doughty* 
Leon Allen 

Willie McNeal* 
Nicholas Norris 
Taywan Taylor* 
Mitchell Henry* 
Forrest Lamp* 
Derrick Stark 

Max Halpin* 
Darrell Williams 
Cameron Clemmons* 


Gavin Rocker* 
Bryan Shorter* 
Devante Terrell* 
TJ. Smith 

Daqual Randall 
Terran Williams 
Devante Duclos 
Cam Thomas* 
Prince Charles lworah 
Ricardo Singh 
Marcus Ward 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 56 
Pais 


Garrett Schwettman* 
Joseph Occhipinti 


* Returning Starters in Bold 


Aug. 29 
Sept. 6 
Sept. 13 
Sept. 27 
Oct. 4 
Oct.18 
Oct.25 
Nov. 1 
Nov. 8 
Nov. 15 
Nov. 22 
Nov. 28 


Ww 
L 
L 
Ww 
Ww 
WwW 
L 
L 
Ww 
Ww 
Ww 
Ww 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


TO MARGIN 


-10 


By Chad Bishop 


210 
235 
180 

5 
190 
245 
296 
295 
295 

310 
305 


eeeSeteseuny 


230 
285 
318 
240 
245 
222 
220 
190 
193 
190 
204 


5-11 160 
6-3 190 


BOWLING GREEN 


at Illinois 


at Middle Tennessee 


at Navy 
UAB 
at FAU 


OLD DOMINION 
at Louisiana Tech 


vs. Kentucky (Nashville) 


at Tennessee 
at South Alabama 
MORGAN STATE 
NAVY 
at ULM 
LOUISIANA 
TROY 
at Georgia State 
at Army 
at Texas State 
ARKANSAS STATE 


PER GAME 
30.8 
196.8 
261.7 
458.5 


PER GAME 
24.6 
161.3 
17.9 

339.2 


PER GAME 
-0.8 


UTEP 
ARMY 
UTSA 
at Marshall 


35-26 
20-52 
24-31 
58-17 
19-7 
31-10 
20-37 
26-32 
44-28 
21-17 
38-7 
34-31 
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As significant as his touchdown tosses are 
the greetings that Bryce Petty passes along to 
Baylor University students. 

“If you are walking by me, the smile on 
my face means more to people than throwing 
touchdown passes,” said Petty, the personable 
Baylor quarterback who is stopped on campus 
for autographs, photos and has even been 
asked to pose with puppies. 

“He is a fan favorite. He has a jovial disposi- 
tion,” said Baylor head football coach Art Briles. 

Fans smiled about Petty leading Baylor to the 
2013 promised land of the Big 12 Conference 
championship, the school's first. They smiled 
about a school-record 11 wins during an 11-2 
season, the school-record wins in the Big 12 (8-1) 
and the first BCS bowl bid, the Tostitos Fiesta. 

Playing behind 2011 Heisman Trophy winner 
Robert Griffin III and Nick Florence, who set 
the school record with 4,309 passing yards in 
2012, Petty set records of his own last season. 

He had the most 300-yard passing games 
(nine) and most 200-yard passing games (13) 
in school history. He led the nation in yards 
per completion (16.8). He set the school-record 
for rushing touchdowns with 14. 

Passing for 4,200 yards and 32 touchdowns, 
Petty was the Big 12 Offensive Player of the Year, 
an All-American and first-team All-Big 12. He 
completed 62 percent of his passes and threw only 
three interceptions. Prior to 2013, he had played 
in 11 games and passed for 140 yards and one TD. 
He won the inaugural Earl Campbell Tyler Rose 
award and was a semifinalist for the Maxwell, Dav- 
ey O'Brien and Walter Camp Foundation awards. 

“God played a tremendous role in all of 
that,” said Petty of the successful season 
and the timing for him to be a starter after 
de-committing to play at Tennessee. 

Petty was mentioned in Heisman Trophy 
circles. However, Heisman is a word that Petty 
passes over. 

“I try not to think about that right now. 

A Heisman is the ultimate team goal, so to 
even be talked about, it means Baylor is win- 
ning, which is all I care about. I still have 

a lot of days left to prepare and get better.” 

The season opens Aug. 31 against SMU when 
the Bears christen the new $260 million on- 
campus McLane Stadium. 

Briles, who was Big 12 Coach of the Year in 2013, 
also a school first, has set the bar high for Petty. 

“We expect Bryce to be the best quarterback 
in the United States of America. Work every 
day to achieve this and lead this team to work 
the same way,” said Briles. “It brings a height- 
ened sense of accountability on and off the 
field. One doesn’t win the Heisman alone.” 

Baylor wide receiver Levi Norwood said, “If 
you talk to him, he says he wants to win the 
Big 12 championship and doesn’t care about 
individual awards. If we are playing for a 
national championship, our quarterback should 
be up for the Heisman.” 


UNG Tells 


Said Petty, a senior, “I am chasing a dream. 
I want to be the best to ever play the game. 
You can't do that if you quit or settle.” 

Petty’s goals go beyond lighting up the 
scoreboard. Throughout last season, Petty 
pointed toward heaven after touchdowns. 

“For me in that moment, it is more than a 
sports gesture. It does mean something. I hope 
people take that away from it. It is about what 
you do and who you are when the lights are 
not on you,” he said. 

Briles said, “Bryce is very strong in his faith 
and you can see the effects.” 

Baylor quarterback Andrew Frerking said 
that Petty knows he is not playing for people. 
“If he throws a bad ball and the fans get down 
on him, he is not worried about that because 
he is playing for God.” 

Playing at Baylor, the world’s largest Southern 
Baptist university, is a calling for Petty. “I am 
fortunate to be blessed to play at this university.” 

Faith plays a pivotal role in team unity. 
“Bryce along with many other student athletes 
go to weekly Bible studies,” said Briles. 

In “great” Bible study for two years with 
Chris Wommack, former worship leader at First 
Baptist Church in Woodway, Texas, and now a 
country song writer, Petty was stopped in his 
tracks. Wommack asked him if he ever brought 
God onto the field. 

Petty didn’t know what was meant by the 
question, he said. “I pray before games and on 
the field before each play I would say, ‘God here 
we go: The fact hit me of bringing God onto the 
field. I would try to please people or wonder if 
Coach Briles was happy with me. I was worrying. 
With the concept of God on the field with me, it 
eased up on the tension and weight bearing.” 

Petty is passionate about his faith, family and 
football. Education is a priority. He graduated in 


May 2013 with a degree in health science stud- 
ies. He has been first-team Academic All-Big 12. 
Love has shaped his life he said. “Being in 
college, I guess the one thing I could say I have 

learned is that God is love. God is ultimately 
and entirely love. That is the greatest response 
I can give to anybody. 

“Who doesn’t need love? God is a sense of 
assurance. Growing up I felt guilt if I sinned. It 
took me until college to know that God is full of 
grace and forgiveness and I am not perfect. You 
can't do anything to take away His love for you.” 

The son of Todd and Dena Petty, Bryce grew 
up with “devout” Christian parents. “Christianity 
wasn't foreign to me,” he said. At a summer camp 
when he was a sophomore in high school, he felt 
the presence of God on his own for the first time. 
“Your relationship with Christ is personal,” said 
Petty, who was baptized at First Baptist Church 
in Midlothian, Texas, his hometown. He attends 
Harris Creek Baptist Church in Waco. 

“Off the field he has grown in his faith and 
his ability to share that with other people,” 
said Norwood. 

In May 2011, along with other Baylor student- 
athletes, Petty went on a mission trip to Kenya. 
The group built an 80 square foot house for a 
family of 12. They nailed tin into basically sticks. 

“It's not what I would call a home, but to 
them it was more than home,” said Petty. “It 
was hard to look at, but they were so apprecia- 
tive. They were happy and joyful.” 

The group also visited a “tough” prison trying 
to bring hope to inmates. They played soccer 
with them and later with children in Nairobi. 
They had “awesome” visits with the homeless. 

“They don’t have tolerance of homeless as 
we do in the States,” said Petty. “If you want 
to see them, you have to before the sun comes 
up.” The Baylor group also went on a safari. 

“The mission trips have been life-changing 
events for Bryce and those student-athletes,” 
said Briles. “Bryce over the years has been a 
leader in actions. He has been blessed to be in 
situations to be the face and voice of our team. 
He does a great job of doing things the right 
way on and off the field.” 
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CLEMSON 


niGERS 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR; Chad Morris DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Brent Venables STADIUM: CLEMSON MEMORIAL: 81,500 


| AT A GLANCE 


2013: 
11-2 overall, 7-1 ACC (2nd, Atlantic) 


| COACH: 
Dabo Swinney — At Clemson and overall: 
| 51-23, 5-plus years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
12: 5 offense, 6 defense, punter 


| PLAYERS TO WATCH: 
| QB Cole Stoudt, WR Adam Humphries, 
WR Mike Williams, LT Isaiah Battle, 
| DE Vic Beasley, DT Grady Jarrett, 
| LB Stephone Anthony, CB Mackensie Alexander 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 
Clemson's defense has developed into one 
of the best in the ACC, keyed by a veteran, 
| nasty line that returns its entire two-deep and 
standout senior middle linebacker Stephone 
Anthony. Chad Morris is one of the nation’s top 
| offensive coordinators with plenty of talent at 
his disposal, albeit inexperienced. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 
| The Tigers are breaking in a new quarterback, 
| new tailback and a pair of new wide receivers. 
| Save for senior Adam Humphries, the replace- 
ments are talented, but lack front-line experi- 
| ence. How will senior Cole Stoudt fare in his 
| only season as the starter? Replacing steady 
graduated kicker Chandler Catanzaro is a 
| major concern. 


KEY LOSSES: 

QB Tajh Boyd, WR Sammy Watkins, 

WR Martavis Bryant, LT Brandon Thomas, 
CB Bashaud Breeland, CB Darius Robinson, 
| K Chandler Catanzaro 


OVERVIEW: 

Clemson has become the kind of program that 

reloads instead of rebuilds. But the Tigers 

must break in an inexperienced group of 

offensive skill players while playing two of the 

first three games at Georgia and Florida State. 

| Clemson will again be among the ACC favor- 

| ites, although such inexperience could keep it 
from breaking through against rivals FSU and 

_ South Carolina, 


Tigers Optimistic Despite Retooled Offense 


We Dabo Swinney took over Clem- 
son’s program in December 2008, 


his charge was to take an underachieving 
program to national prominence. 

As Swinney enters his sixth full sea- 
son as the Tigers’ coach, there is little 
argument that he has done just that. 
Clemson has won at least 10 games in 
each of the past three seasons, the first 
time that has happened since 1987- 

90. The Tigers have won 11 games in 
back-to-back seasons for the first time 
in program history, and they capped off 
last season with the program’s first-ever 
BCS bowl win, a 40-35 Orange Bowl 
victory over Ohio State. 

Now, Swinney faces an even bigger chal- 
lenge: taking the next step to national elite 
status with a new offensive nucleus. 

The Tigers must replace their career 
leader in passing yardage and touch- 
downs (Tajh Boyd), their top two receiv- 
ers (including Sammy Watkins, their 
all-time leader in receptions, receiving 
yardage and touchdowns), and a 1,000- 
yard rusher in Rod McDowell. 

Oh, and find a way to beat rivals 
Florida State and South Carolina in 
the process. 

“That’s the great thing about college 
football, you really start over every 
year,” Swinney said. “Everybody has to 
move on, and that’s just the nature of 
college football. This is, in particular, an 
exciting time for me because this is the 
most veteran team that I have had.” 


OFFENSE 


Clemson began spring with a three- 
man race to replace Boyd and ended it 
with a clear starter: Cole Stoudt. The se- 
nior will begin as the starter over touted 
freshman Deshaun Watson, who passed 
for more than 13,000 yards and rushed 
for better than 4,000 as a Georgia prep. 

Sophomore Chad Kelly was dismissed 


from the team following a sideline 
confrontation with coaches during the 
spring game. 

Stoudt is a solid passer and capable 
runner and he completed 79.7 percent 
of his S9 passes in 2013. 

The backfield is less settled. 

Junior Zac Brooks has the ability to 
run and catch out of the backfield but 
has struggled to stay healthy. Senior 
D.J. Howard is a career backup who had 
only 213 yards and two touchdowns 
as a junior. Redshirt freshman Wayne 
Gallman possesses an intriguing blend 
of speed and power and could emerge 
as the starter. Coaches are also high on 
speedy former walk-on C.J. Davidson. 

Watkins and junior Martavis Bryant, 
both of whom left for the NFL Draft, 
took a combined 143 receptions for 
2,292 yards and 19 touchdowns with 
them. The top returnee is senior Adam 
Humphries, a possession receiver who 
had 41 receptions for 483 yards. How- 
ever, Swinney is enthused about the 
group’s potential. 

Sophomore Mike Williams elic- 
ited comparisons to NFL first-rounder 
DeAndre Hopkins in a solid freshman 
campaign, and junior Charone Peake 
had emerged as a starter before tearing 
his ACL in September 2013. Coaches 
are high on a trio of freshman early 
enrollees: Demarre Kitt, Kyrin Priester 
and Artavis Scott. 

An offensive line that keyed the Ti- 
gers’ prolific attack (40.2 points and S08 
yards per game in 2013) brings back all 
but one starter, losing two-time All-ACC 
left tackle Brandon Thomas. Uneven 
but talented junior Isaiah Battle will 
move from right to left tackle to replace 
Thomas, but tackle depth is a concern. 

Gritty junior center Ryan Norton is 
a solid piece in the middle, and seniors 
David Beasley and Kalon Davis are in- 
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terchangeable run-blockers at guard. 


DEFENSE 


Three years ago, Brent Venables was 
hired from Oklahoma to raise Clem- 
son’s defense to the level of its high- 
powered, prolific offensive counterpart. 
He’s well on his way. Last fall, the Tigers 
finished in the top 25 nationally in to- 
tal and scoring defense, and they figure 
to be even better in 2014. 

A defensive line that brings every 
member back is a huge reason. Senior 
defensive end Vic Beasley, a consensus 
All-American, could be considered the 
Tigers’ top 2014 recruit, given his deci- 
sion to turn down the NFL Draft. The 
speedy rush end collected 13 sacks and 
23 tackles for loss as a junior. 

Senior end Corey Crawford is also a 
solid pass rusher. Senior defensive tackle 
Grady Jarrett is one of the nation’s most 
underrated linemen. 

Clemson’s linebackers also boast 


Su anhean Sian armn mene 1 


Vic Beasley 


Photo by Joe Robbins 


significant depth despite losing a pair of 
quality starters to graduation in Spencer 
Shuey (119 tackles) and Quandon 
Christian (49 tackles). Senior middle 
linebacker Stephone Anthony lost his 
starting role to Shuey as a sophomore 
but, refocused, led the Tigers with 131 
tackles last fall. 

Tony Steward figures to emerge as a 
starter at “Will” linebacker as a senior 
following a star-crossed career that 
featured a pair of torn ACLs. The former 
five-star signee is a speedy, athletic pres- 
ence. Junior Travis Blanks was a Fresh- 
man All-American but suffered through 
an up-and-down sophomore year that 
ended with a torn ACL in November. 
He'll move from safety to assume 
Christian's old role at “Sam” linebacker, 
a hybrid safety/linebacker mix. 

The secondary was hit with a pair of 
losses when tough, talented junior cor- 
ner Bashaud Breeland declared for the 
NFL Draft and senior Darius Robinson 


174.6 ypa rushing (6th ACC/S6th NCAA), 333.1 p 
COMMENT 


2013 sta 
POS STARTER YR. 


QB Cole Stoudt Sr. 
RB Zac Brooks Jt. 
WR Adam Humphries* Sr. 
WR — Charone Peake Sr. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


passing (1st/9th), 507 


Steady senior gets his chance at last as Tigers’ starter. 
Dual-threat back must prove he can carry every-down load. 
Solid if not spectacular senior gives WR corps experience. 
Was emerging as starter before torn ACL scuttled 2013 season. 


graduated. But seniors Martin Jenkins 
and Garry Peters bring quality experi- 
ence, and freshman Mackensie 
Alexander turned heads with his 
speed and coverage in spring drills. 
Sophomore safety Jayron Kearse is ath- 
letic and rangy, and senior Robert Smith 
(79 tackle) is a steady, confident veteran. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


One of the Tigers’ biggest losses came 
when kicker Chandler Catanzaro, the 
ACC's No. 2 all-time scorer, graduated. 
Junior Ammon Lakip finished spring 
as the favorite to replace him. Junior 
punter Bradley Pinion averaged 37.8 
yards per attempt as a sophomore, pin- 
ning 24 punts inside the 20-yard line. 

Humphries must overcome some 
key fumbles as the main punt returner, 
and sophomore safety T.J. Green is the 
favorite to replace the electric Watkins 
returning kicks. 

— Greg Wallace 


7 total offense (2nd/10th), 40.2 ppg (2nd/éth) 
BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Deshaun Watson, Fr. 
D.J. Howard, Sr. 
Artavis Scott, Fr. 
Kyrin Priester, Fr. 


WR Mike Williams So. Tigers’ most talented returnee has excellent size, hands. Demarre Kitt, Fr. 

TE Stanton Seckinger* dr. Steady, but will be pushed by improving depth behind him. __ Jordan Leggett, So. 
LT __ Isaiah Battle Jr. Extremely talented; great body; emerged as starter in 2013. Maverick Morris, Fr. 
LG David Beasley* Sr. An excellent run-blocker who was pushed hard in spring drills. Eric Mac Lain, Jr. 

C Ryan Norton* Jr. Tough, gritty player who'll serve as line's foundation. Jay Guillermo, So. 
RG __ Kalon Davis* Sr. Big body and one of the only Japanese majors in FBS football. Reid Webster, Sr. 
RT Shaq Anthony Jr. Recovered from down sophomore year and must improve again. — Joe Gore, Jr. 

K Ammon Lakip Jr. Faces daunting task in replacing Chandler Catanzaro as starter. Alex Spence, Fr. 
*Returning Starter 


SCOUTING REPORT: 


‘ 155.7 yog rushing (8th ACC/S2nd 
STARTER YR. 

DE Vic Beasley* Sr. 
DT Grady Jarrett* Sr. 
DT DeShawn Williams Sr. 
DE — Corey Crawford* Sr. 


COMMENT 


LB Travis Blanks* Jt. 
LB Stephone Anthony“ Sr. 
LB Tony Steward Sr. 


CB Martin Jenkins Sr. 
CB Mackensie Alexander _ Fr. 
$ Robert Smith* Sr. 
§ Jayron Kearse So. 
P Bradley Pinion* Jr. 


*Returning Starter 


One of college football's top sack artists, consensus All-America. 
Very underrated run-stuffer and a leader of talented line. 
Excellent against run, also capable of chasing down QBs. 
Talented pass-rusher who needs to turn pressures into sacks. 
Moving from safety after down sophomore season, torn ACL. 
Physical, speedy player who quarterbacks talented defense. 
Former five-star starting at last following two torn ACLs. 
Played through shoulder, wrist injuries and was productive. 
Groin injury forced redshirt, but expect breakout in 2014. 

A secondary leader, made smooth transition to starting role. 
Rangy player with speed, hands and tons of potential. 

Found way to corral booming leq with success last fall. 


Defense 


07.0. passing (3rd/16th), 356.7 total defense (3rd/25th), 22.2 ppg 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Shaq Lawson, So. 
D.J. Reader, Jr. 
Josh Watson, Sr. 
Tavaris Barnes, Sr. 
TJ. Burrell, So. 

Ben Boulware, So. 
Kellen Jones, Jr. 
Garry Peters, Sr. 
Marcus Edmond, Fr. 
Korrin Wiggins, So. 
Jadar Johnson, So. 
Ammon Lakip, Jr. 
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FLORIDA STATE 


SEMINOLES 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Randy Sanders and Lawrence Dawsey 


AT A GLANCE 


2013: 
14-0 overall, 8-0 ACC (1st, Atlantic) 


COACH: 
Jimbo Fisher — At Florida State and overall: 
45-10, 4 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
15; 7 offense, 6 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Jameis Winston, RB Karlos Williams, 
WR Rashad Greene, LT Cameron Erving, 
DE Mario Edwards Jr., CB Jalen Ramsey, 
CB P.J. Williams, CB Ronald Darby 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

Winston has the luxury of playing behind an 
Offensive line that returns four starters from 

a year ago, and ample skill exists elsewhere on 
offense. FSU’s secondary is perhaps the deepest 
and most talented in the nation, even after losing 
consensus All-American cornerback Lamarcus 


Joyner. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

FSU’s stable of receivers took a big hit with the 
departures of Kelvin Benjamin and Kenny Shaw, 
and while there are promising players waiting in 
the wings, there are no clear-cut choices to fill 
those voids. FSU also needs to develop better 
consistency in its punting, a sore spot that lin- 
gered from last season into the spring. 


KEY LOSSES: 

RB Devonta Freeman, WR Kelvin Benjamin, 
WR Kenny Shaw, DT Timmy Jernigan, 

LB Telvin Smith, CB Lamarcus Joyner, 

S Terrence Brooks 


OVERVIEW: 

Florida State enters the season with its share 
of question marks, but with college football's 
best player under center and a slew of talent- 
ed players on offense and defense, the 
Seminoles have their sights set squarely on 
getting into the College Football Playoff as the 
favorite to again win it all. 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Charles Kelly 


STADIUM: Doak Campbell Stadium: 82,300 


Seminoles Like the View from Top of the Mountain 


t took a month or two for Florida 

State to emerge as a national title 
contender in 2013. That won’t be the 
case this time around. 

Despite losing several key contributors 
from last year’s championship team, this 
year’s Seminoles are Lindy’s No. 1 ranked 
team, thanks in large part to the return of 
sophomore dynamo and reigning Heis- 
man Trophy winner Jameis Winston. 

Winston took the country by storm 
as a redshirt freshman, turning in argu- 
ably the best quarterback performance 
in school history. That’s saying a lot for 
a program whose history features the 
likes of Charlie Ward and Chris Weinke. 

Winston is college football’s cover 
boy, but, in the bigger picture, there’s no 
question whatsoever that this program 
belongs to coach Jimbo Fisher. With a 
45-10 record, two consecutive ACC titles 
and a national championship, Fisher 
is rapidly adding to FSU’s trophy cases 
after things had grown stagnant in the 
twilight of the Bobby Bowden era. 

Now that Fisher’s Seminoles have reached 
the top of the college football mountain, 
they're on to the next goal: staying there. 


OFFENSE 


Were he eligible, Winston could have 
been the first overall pick in the NFL 
Draft. But as he’s only a 20-year-old 
redshirt sophomore, Winston is back for 
another season in Tallahassee, where he 
leads a mix of familiar and fresh faces. 

After conquering college football in 
his first year, Winston’s biggest chal- 
lenge might be finding any challenge 
at all. He pulled double-duty with FSU’s 
baseball team while quarterbacking the 
Seminoles in spring football, but it’s 
hard to imagine his ceiling going much 
higher than the 44 total touchdowns 
and 4,057 yards he threw for last year. 

Even Fisher admitted that any im- 


provements in Winston’s game might 
not be immediately obvious. 

“There's not going to be anything 
where people say, ‘Oh, I know he’s 
doing that better now,’” Fisher said. 

“| think it’s going to be subtle things, 
because he does everything so well.” 

That Winston will be playing behind 
an experienced and accomplished offen- 
sive line won’t hurt either. The Seminoles 
return four starters from last year’s group, 
and the lone newcomer, senior center 
Austin Barron, has five career starts. 

The rest of that group — left tackle 
Cameron Erving, left guard Josue Ma- 
tias, right guard Tre’ Jackson and right 
tackle Bobby Hart — all earned All- 
America or All-ACC honors. 

Senior Karlos Williams’ move from 
safety to running back early last season 
was a revelation, and the former five- 
star defensive prospect flourished to the 
tune of 730 rushing yards, a team-high 
8.0 yards per carry and 11 touchdowns. 
With juniors Devonta Freeman and James 
Wilder Jr. both gone to the NFL, Williams 
is set to shoulder a much heavier load. 

The same can be said for senior 
receiver Rashad Greene, a returning 
1,000-yard receiver who will be needed 
as both a reliable target and as a mentor 
for the young receivers. 

Greene's production could depend on 
whether other options emerge. Fifth-year 
seniors Christian Green and Jarred Haggins 
might have the inside track, but sopho- 
mores Levonte Whitfield, Jesus Wilson and 
Isaiah Jones are waiting in the wings. 

Senior tight end Nick O’Leary is one 
of the nation’s best, and the Mackey 
Award finalist is not expected to miss 
any time after suffering injuries from 
a motorcycle accident in March. 


DEFENSE 


Former defensive coordinator Jeremy 
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Pruitt raised eyebrows in January when, 
after just one year orchestrating the na- 
tion’s No. 1 unit in total defense, he left for 
Georgia. Fisher didn’t take long to promote 
assistant Charles Kelly, who had previous 
coordinating experience at Georgia Tech 
and coached FSU’s linebackers in 2013. 

So far, the new boss is running things 
much like the old boss. 

“We're pretty much keeping the same 
scheme and he’s going to let us do what 
we've got to do with techniques and 
stuff like that,” cornerback PJ. Williams 
said. “We’re pretty much doing the 
same thing. It’s good.” 

Kelly, who will also oversee the 
secondary, inherits a roster loaded with 
promising talent. That’s good, because 
the defense has significant holes to fill. 

That starts up front, where defensive 
tackle Timmy Jernigan’s production will 
be virtually impossible to replace, at least 
by any one player. Eddie Goldman, Des- 
mond Hollin and Nile Lawrence-Stample 


POPUP PCOCII Citi 


Jameis Winston 
Z “~~ = Photo by pass 


Aen eee n ene eee enneeeeeeeee 


will likely see the lion’s share of reps, 
and they'll all be assisted by junior de- 
fensive end Mario Edwards Jr., a big (6-3, 
294), physically dominant player who is 
capable of playing both inside and out. 

Thanks to a senior-heavy group, FSU’s 
linebacker rotation in 2013 was pretty 
short. But with junior Terrance Smith 
the only returner, that rotation figures 
to extend significantly this year. 

Reggie Northrup and Ukeme Eligwe 
have the most experience, but second- 
year standouts E,J. Levenberry, Ro’Derrick 
Hoskins and Matthew Thomas all made 
strong cases during spring camp. Thomas, 
in particular, is a strong choice to serve as 
an edge-rushing LB/DE hybrid. 

FSU’s secondary is adjusting to life 
without consensus All-American corner- 
back Lamarcus Joyner and steady safety 
Terrence Brooks, but the Seminoles 
think this year’s defensive backfield 
can be even better than the one that al- 
lowed the nation’s fewest passing yards 


QB —_Jameis Winston* So. 


First Heismanvtitle-winning OB to retum since Matt Leinart in ‘05. 


per game (156.6) in 2013. 

That’s due in large part to FSU’s 
magnificent recruiting in the backfield, 
where juniors Ronald Darby and 
Williams and sophomores Jalen Ramsey 
and Nate Andrews all played key roles 
on last year’s team, and even senior 
reserve Nick Waisome spent a year as 
a full-time starter in 2012. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Lou Groza Award-winner Roberto 
Aguayo is back after going 21 of 22 on 
field-goal attempts and 94 of 94 on PATs. 

FSU’s offensive prowess in 2013 masked 
its problems with punting, where junior 
Cason Beatty labored at times. He didn’t 
look much more comfortable in the spring. 

Speedy sophomore Levonte Whit- 
field (36.4 yards per return) is a capable 
returner who turned the tide of the BCS 
National Championship Game with 
a 100-yard return for a touchdown. 

Tim Linafelt 


Sean Maguire, So. 


RB Karlos Williams Sr. 


Fast, physical; transitions from change-of-pace to full-time starter. 


Mario Pender, So. 


RB Freddie Stevenson —_—So. 


Transitioned from linebacker to fullback as a freshman. 


Nigel Terrell, Sr. 


WR _ Rashad Greene* Sr. 


Greene led FSU in catches and yards last season. 


Levonte Whitfield, So. 


WR Christian Green Sr. 


Last chance to tum flashes of potential into consistent production. 


Jesus Wilson, So. 


TE Nick O'Leary* Sr. One of Winston's favorite targets; made 33 catches last season. 


Kevin Haplea, Sr. 


LT  CameronErving* Sr. 


All-American passed on NFL to again protect Winston's blind side. Wilson Bell, Fr. 


LG Josue Matias* Sr. 


AI-ACC selection eared co-offensive MVP honors inspringcamp. — Kareem Are, Jr. 


C Austin Barron Sr. The offensive line’s only newcomer still has five career starts. Ryan Hoefeld, Fr. 
RG __ Tre’ Jackson* Sr. Graded highest among FSU OL in four games last season. Ruben Carter, Jr. 
RT —_ Bobby Hart* Sr. Big tackle will enter his senior season having just turned 20. __ Wilson Bell, So. 

K Roberto Aquayo* So. Groza Award-winner broke national scoring record. Matthew Finn, So. 
Returning Starter 


YR. COMMENT 
DE — Chris Casher So. 


Defense 


ng (1 st/3rd), 12.1 ppg (1st/1st) 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


Looking to take a big step forward in third year with the program. DeMarcus Walker, So. 


DT __Eddie Goldman* Jt. 


Played at DE in 2013, but expected to slide inside this season. 


Desmond Hollin, Sr. 


DT Nile Lawrence-Stample Jr. 


Underwent spring shoulder surgery; expected back for opener. 


Derrick Mitchell, Jr. 


DE Mario Edwards Jr.* Jr. 


Nation's former No. 1 recruit might be FSU's most important defender. DeMarcus Walker, So. 


LB Ukeme Eligwe So. 


Had breakout spring before suffering Lisfranc injury. 


Ro’Derrick Hoskins, Fr. 


LB Terrance Smith* 
LB Reggie Northrup Jt. 


J. Only returning LB and team’s top returning tackler. 
Most experienced newcomer in LB corps. 


E.J. Levenberry, So. 
Matthew Thomas, Fr. 


CB Jalen Ramsey” So. Was FSU’s first frosh DB starter since Deion Sanders. Nick Waisome, Sr. 

CB Pw. Williams* Jr. Physical CB earned defensive MVP honors in BCS title game. __ Ronald Darby, Jr.* 

SS Tyler Hunter Jr. Back in the lineup after career-threatening neck injury. Keelin Smith, Jr. 

FS __Nate Andrews So. Led the 2013 Seminoles with four INTs. Tyrell Lyons, Fr. 

P Cason Beatty* Jr. Consistency remains an issue entering third season. Jonathan Hemandez, So. 


*Returning Starter 
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GEORGIA TECH | YELLOW JACKETS 


ACC rank: 8 


& "Shaq Mason 


“We took out the shotgun and we put 
in a little bit of a hurry-up, which kind 
of gives us a different tempo offen- 
sively and throws the defense off.” 

— Paul Johnson, on the team’s offense 


YELLOW JACKETS at a GLANCE 


COACH: Paul Johnson — At Georgia Tech: 47-32, 6 years; 
overall: 154-71, 17 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Paul Johnson 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Ted Roof 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2009 

LAST TIME DIDN'T GO BOWLING: 1996 

RETURNING STARTERS: 14; 6 offense, 7 defense, kicker 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: BB Zach Laskey, WR DeAndre Smelter, 
OG Shaquille Mason, DT Adam Gotsis, LB Quayshawn Nealy, 
CB D.J. White, S Isaiah Johnson, S Jamal Golden 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: haga! ‘Ss cit has coreeeanie) 
finished in the top half of the ACC every single season at Tech, 
and with weapons like Smelter and Laskey that should continue. 
Tech has several NFL-caliber defensive players across the board 
at the skill positions. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Inexperience and injuries up front 
could derail Tech's defense. The lack of a pure pass rusher that 
demands a double team could hurt. A quarterback controversy 
is rarely good for a program, and the battle between Tim Byerly 
and Justin Thomas could lead to some inconsistency offensively. 


OFFENSE 

Georgia Tech has another quarterback battle 
brewing, while a strong veteran group anchors the 
rest of Paul Johnson’s spread option offense. 

After starting quarterback Vad Lee transferred to 
James Madison, the Jackets had a two-man spring 
race that ended with a thud. Touted sophomore 
Justin Thomas appeared to be a lock with an edge 
in talent, but former Middle Tennessee quarterback 
Tim Byerly outperformed him. Thomas also missed 
the final week of practice with a shoulder injury. 


Record:7-6 ACC record: 5-3 (T-2nd, Coastal) 


They will resume the competition in fall camp. 

Injuries throughout spring practice depleted the 
A-back position, with starter Deon Hill sitting out 
the entire time and fellow seniors Synjyn Days and 
Charles Perkins missing most of the workouts with 
various ailments. 

Surprisingly, Georgia Tech’s deepest position is 
receiver, with all three of Tech’s top targets from 
2013 back, including NFL prospect DeAndre Smelt- 
er. The senior (21 catches for 345 yards) started 
eight games after returning to football following an 
injury-plagued college baseball career. 

The B-back position is also deep with two-year 
backup Zach Laskey moving up to starter, backed 
by talented freshman Travis Custis. 

The Jackets have to replace three multiyear start- 
ers on the line and may lose tackle Chase Roberts 
to a career-ending head injury. Two potential start- 
ers — center Freddie Burden and left tackle Chris 
Griffin — have never played in a collegiate game. 


DEFENSE 

Georgia Tech loses two key starters in Jeremiah 
Attaochu (the school’s all-time sacks leader) and 
defensive back Jemea Thomas, but several new and 
old faces should be able to fill that void. 

After facing spread teams every week, coordi- 
nator Ted Roof switched from a base 4-3 defense 
to a 4-2-5 look this spring, and he moved middle 
linebacker Jabari Hunt-Days to rush end to replace 
Attaochu. Hunt-Days had a strong camp. Defensive 
tackle Adam Gotsis, the Jackets’ second-best line- 
man in 2013, will anchor the line. 

Weakside linebacker Quayshawn Nealy has been 
Tech’s biggest playmaker defensively the past two 
years. Nealy focused on improving his biggest weak- 
ness — pass rush — during the spring and had mul- 
tiple sacks and forced fumbles in every scrimmage. 

Tech returns four safeties with starting experi- 
ence, including three-year starter Isaiah Johnson, 
who missed the 2013 season following spring ACL 
surgery. Johnson has All-ACC talent. D.J. White is 
the lone game-tested corner on the roster. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Tech’s unit should improve, with All-ACC return 
man Jamal Golden back after missing almost the 
entire 2013 season, and sophomore place-kicker 
Harrison Butker also returning. Punter Ryan Rodwell 
redshirted last year after playing as a true freshman. 


OVERVIEW 
After back-to-back seven-win seasons that 

included several overtime and last-minute losses 
to ACC Coastal Division rivals and in-state rival 
Georgia, the fan base is eager to see a big season. 
Johnson kept his staff intact for the first time in 
several years and has improved the quality of his 
recruiting, so expectations will be high for 2014. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


RB Travis Custis: He was supposed to start school 
last fall, but academic issues pushed him back into 
the spring. Custis, one of the most talented run- 
ning backs Paul Johnson has ever signed, was very 
impressive in spring scrimmages before tweaking 
his knee and missing the spring game. 


2014 PROJECTED STARTERS 


2013 RESULTS 2014 SCHEDULE 
B°'"SSSER955 


Ui SG SPE ie SES gil gia SS Sa 


2013 RANKINGS 


Stadium: Bobby Dodd Stadium (55,000) 


DeAndre Smelter* 

Michael Summers* 

Chris Griffin 

Trey Braun* 

Freddie Burden 

Shaquille Mason* 

Bryan Chamberlain* 
DEFENSE 


DE Jabari Hunt-Days* 
Shawn Green 
Adam Gotsis* 
Tyler Stargel 
Quayshawn Nealy* 
Tyler Marcordes 
D.J. White* 

Lynn Griffin 
Demond Smith* 
Jamal Golden* 
Isaiah Johnson* 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

K 87 Harrison Butker* 
P 85 | Ryan Rodwell 

* Returning Starters in Bold 


Aug. 30 
Sept. 6 
Sept. 13 
Sept. 20 
Oct. 4 
Oct. 11 
Oct.18 
Oct. 25 
Nov.1 
Nov. 8 
Nov. 15 
Nov. 29 


ELON 
at Duke 
NORTH CAROLINA 
VIRGINIA TECH 
at Miami 
at BYU 
SYRACUSE 
at Virginia 
PITTSBURGH 
at Clemson 
ALABAMA A&M 
GEORGIA (20T) 
Music City Bowl 
vs. Ole Miss 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PER GAME 
35.1] 
299.3 
130.4 
4297 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PER GAME 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
-4 -03 


By Kelly Quinlan 


WOFFORD 
at Tulane 


GEORGIA SOUTHERN 
at Virginia Tech 


MIAMI 
DUKE 


at North Carolina 


at Pittsburgh 
VIRGINIA 

at NC State 
CLEMSON 
at Georgia 


70-0 
38-14 
28-20 
10-17 
30-45 
20-38 
56-0 
35-25 
21-10 
31-55: 
66-7 
34-41 


17-25 
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2014 SEC LEADERS 


PASS EFFICIENCY G CMP ATT INT PCT. YDS 1D EFFIC. INTERCEPTIONS 6 NO. YDS TO LONG = AVG/G 

4. Johnny Manziel, Texas A&M 1330042913699 4114 7172.9 . Cody Prewitt, Ole Miss 13 6 52 0 25 0.46 

2. Zach Mettenberger, LSU 12_ 192 206 8 649 3082 22 1714 2. Nickoe Whitley, Mississippi State if 5 42 0 29 0.45 

3. AJ McCarron, Alabama 13 226 936 ~7 67.3 3063-28 ~—*167.2 3. E.J Gaines, Missouri 12 5 17 0 15 0.42 

4. Connor Shaw. South Carolina 13180284 1 634 2447 24 162.9 4. Kenny Ladler, Vanderbilt 13 5 61 0 32 0.38 

5. Aaron Murray. Georgia 11 205 47 ~~ 648 3075 6 S—«SBB 5. Brian Randolph, Tennessee 12 4 79 0 41 0.33 

6. Nick Marshall, Aubum 13142 239 ~—=«6 594 1976S ~—=—«d43D 6. Skai Moore, South Carolina 13 4 4 0 4 0.31 

7. Maty Mauk, Missouri 1368 133-2 S41 1071S «14341 7. Craig Loston, LSU 10 3 38 0 26 0.30 

8. Austyn Carta-Samuels, Vanderbilt 10193 281-9 + +667 2268 11 ~ ~—«*143«0 8. Robenson Therezie, Aubum 14 4 99 1 78 0.29 

9. James Franklin, Missouri 11198319 6 62.1 2429 19 141.9 9. Jamerson Love, Mississippi State 1 3 78 1 70 0.27 

10. Dylan Thompson, South Carolina 10__—~52 89 3. 58.4 783 4 140.4 10. Taveze Calhoun, Mississippi State 12 3 101 0 53 0.25 
RUSHING 6 ATT. YOS AVG. To —-YOS/G SCORING 6 1D FG XPT 2XP PTS =PTS/IG [= 
1. Tre Mason, Aubum 14 317 1816 57 23 129.7 1. Tre Mason, Auburn 1425 0 0 0 150 7 
2. Jeremy Hill, LSU 12 203 1401 69 16 116.8 2. Marshall Morgan, Georgia i 0 2 a7 0 113 kn = 
3. TJ Yeldon, Alabama 12 207 1235 6.0 14 102.9 3. Todd Gurley, Georgia 10 16 0 0 0 96 96 FS 
4. Todd Gurley. Georgia 10 165 989 6.0 10 98.9 4. Andrew Baggett, Missouri i, — 1866 0 120 aa > 
5. Mike Davis. South Carolina 12 203 1183 58 i 98.6 5. Dak Prescott, Mississippi State 15 0 0 2 92 34 
6. Rajion Neal, Tennessee 12 215 1124 52 12 93.7 6. Jeremy Hill, LSU 12 16 0 0 0 96 re S 
7. Alex Collins, Arkansas 12 190 1026 54 4 85.5 7. Cody Parkey, Auburn 4 0 1566 0 111 ce > 
8. Henry Josey. Missouri 14 174 1166 67 16 83.3 8. Elliott Fry, South Carolina 30 1554 0 99 76 FF 
9. Nick Marshall, Auburn 13 172 1068 62 12 822 Carey Spear, Vanderbilt ig} 1548 0 99 76 
10. Dak Prescott, Mississippi State i 134 829 6.2 13 75.4 10. Josh Lambo, Texas A&M 10 0 8 50 0 74 74 Fs 
TOTAL OFFENSE G RUSH PASS PLAYS TOT YDS/G PUNTING G NO. YDS LG AVG. RECEIVING YDS/GAME G REC. YDS TD AVG/G 

{. Johnny Manziel, Texas A&M 13759 4114 573 4873 374.8 _1. Drew Kaser, Texas A&M 1344208576 47.4 __ 4. Jordan Matthews, Vanderbil 13112 14777 (113.6 

2. Aaron Murray. Georgia {i186 3075 400 3261 296.5 _ 2. Cody Mandell, Alabama 1339-1836 _—«63_—47.1.~_2. Mike Evans, Texas A&M 1369 1304 12 107.2 

3. Bo Wallace, Ole Miss 13 355 3346 568 9701 284.7 _ 3. Michael Palardy, Tennessee 1263 -2801_—~69_—«44.5«—__3. Jarvis Landry, LSU 1377 1193 10 91.8 

4. James Franklin, Missouri__‘11_510_2429 441 2939 267.2 _ 4. Tyler Campbell, Ole Miss 1351226675444 ~—_<4. Odell Beckham, LSU 1359 1152 8 886 

5. Dak Prescott, Mississippi State 11829 1940 401 2769 251.7 _ 5. Sam Inwin-Hill, Arkansas 1246 203879 44.3 _ 5. Donte Moncrief, Ole Miss 13599386 = 72.2 

6. Zach Mettenberger, LSU___—‘12_-133 3082 330 2949 245.8 _ 6. Collin Barber, Georgia 10 291279 ~<Gi_—44.1 6. Jameon Lewis, Mississippi State 13 64 923 5 71.0 

7. Austyn Carta-Samuels, Vanderbit 10115 2268 356 2383 238.3 _7. Taylor Hudson, Vanderbilt 1248 205875 42.9 _7. Jonathan Krause, Vanderbilt 1 42 714 ~=3 649 

8. Nick Marshall, Aubum 13 1068 1976 411 3044 234.2 _ 8 Steven Clark, Aubum 1456238558 42.6 _ 8. Sammie Coates. Aubum 

9. AJ McCarron, Alabama 13-22 3063370 3041 233.9 _ 9. Baker Swedenbura, Mississippi State_11 25 1063 53 42.5 — 9. L'Damian Washington, Missouri 14__ 50 —*893_—-«:10_—s63.8 

10. Connor Shaw, South Carolina 13558 2447 438 3005 231.2 _10. Landon Foster, Kentucky 1268 2807 59 41.3 10. DorialGreen-Beckham, Missouri __14_—«#59_—«883_(*12 «63.1 
SS a TF 
TOTAL OFFENSE G PLAYS YDS AVG/P TD AVG/G TOTAL DEFENSE G PLAYS YDS AVG/P TD AVG/G KICKOFF RETURNS G NO YDS 1D AVG 

1. Texas A&M 43_954 6999 7.3 73 538.4 1. Alabama 43771 3725 48 21 286.5 1. LSU 13 36.17, 

2. Auburn 14 1014 7018 69 68 5013 2. Florida 12712 377153 26 3142 2. Florida 12 7 a ee 20) 

3. Missouri 4410426870 6.6 65 490.7 3. LSU 13 872 4429—«5.1_ 30-3407 3. Tennessee 12 37_ 880-0 —-23.8 

4. Georgia 13945 6204 6.7 57 484.2 4. Mississippi State 13833454155 35 3499 4. Alabama 13 a as ee 

5. Ole Miss 13 1018 6153 60 46 4733 5. South Carolina 13 833455055 31 350.0 5. Aubum 14 409 2 234 

6. Alabama 13 826 5903 7.1 58 454.1 6. Vanderbilt 13909 4612_—«51 37 3548 6. Missouri 14 30. 692—SO 

7. LSU 13 849 5893 69 60 4533 7. Ole Miss 13917 4816 53 37 3705 7. Mississippi State 13 28607 

8. South Carolina 13920 5880 64 57 452.3 8. Georgia 13902488254 43 «3755 8. Kentucky 12 37784 

9. Mississippi State 13956 5647 59 47 4344 9. Arkansas 12814 4961_—«6.1_—46 ~—«413.4 9. Arkansas 12 3 740 

40. Vanderbilt 138804765 54 49 3665 10. Missouri 141080 5850 54 38 417.9 10. Texas ABM 13 48 1012, 

11. Arkansas 12775 4286 55 29 957.2 11, Tennessee 12827 5021 6.1 43 4184 11. South Carolina 13 367090 =«*9.7 

12. Tennessee 12804 4240 5.3 30 9533 12. Aubum 149895890 6.0 38 420.7 12. Ole Miss 13 4 6610194 

13. Kentucky 12774 409653 30 341.3 13. Kentucky 12819 5126 63 48 427.2 13. Vanderbilt 13 45 8720 —«19.4 

14. Florida 12793 3800 48 25 3167 14. Texas A&M 13973618564 54 475.8 14. Georgia 13 25 465 ~~ —*18.6 
SCORING OFFENSE G TD FG XPT 2XPDXPSAFPTS AVG | SCORINGDEFENSE G TD FG XPT 2XPDXPSAF PTS AVG PUNT RETURN AVG G NO YDS 1D AVG. 
—1.TexasA@M _13_78 10 73 0 0 2 S575 442 1. Alabama 1323, 7 22 0 0 0 181 139 1. Alabama 13 og 413,— 3142 
—2.Aubum__14_73 15 66 2 0 0 353 995 "3 SouthCarolna 1332 13 29 2 0 0 264 203 2. Aubum 14 SS SES 

3. Missoun i471 _ 18 66 1 0 0 548 39.1 3. Florida 1227 22 2 0 0 0 253 211 3. Florida 12 22228104 
—4.Alabama__13_65 13 65 0 0 1 496 382 “4 isu 13 32_21 31 0 0 0 286 220 4. Tennessee 12 16. = 1437 89 

—3. Georgia __13_58_24 57 _0 0 0 477 367 5 Mississippi Stale 1336 14 35 1 0 2 209 230 5. LSU 13 SS Re 

—§.1sU ____13_61 13 60 0 0 0 465 358 = “6 Missouri 1439 17 36 1 0 0 923 231 6. Arkansas 12 4 CS Sa 

7, South Carolina_13_ 57 15 54 1 0 0 443 34.1 7. Ole Miss 1338 14 36 0 0 1 308 237 7. Texas A&M 13 20147 0 7.3 

8. Vanderbilt 1349 15 48 110.391 90.1 8. Vanderbilt 1340 13 37 2 0 0 320 246 8. Ole Miss 13 a ai 
—9.0le Miss_13_49 16 44 1 0 1 390 30.0 “9 Aubum 1441 20 38 1 0 0 346 247 9. Missouri 14 25.2 — 168) = 0 67 

10. Mississippi State_13 48 10 40 1 0 0 360 27.7 40. Georgia 13_47_16 43 1 0 1 377 290 10. Kentucky 12 2 136 ~~ 

ji. Tennessee _12_35 14 _34 0 0 0 -286_23.8. Tennessee 1246 9 45 0 0 0 348 290 11. Vanderbilt 13 23 a a 
42. Arkansas i2_30 13 29 0 0 0 248 207 727 Arkansas 1249 9 48 0 0 0 369 308 12. South Carolina 13 22 038 
43. Kent i230 12 28 0 0 1 246 205 43: Kentucky 12_49 10 46 1 1 0 374 312 13. Mississippi State 13 24 TF Ty) = 
14. Florida j2_27 12 24 1 O 41 226 188 44 Texas A&M 1355 12 51 7 0 0 419 322 14. Georgia 13 25 73 0 29 Be 
RUSHING OFFENSE =8G ATT YDS AVG. TD  YDS/G RUSHING DEFENSE G ATT YARDS AVG. TD YDS/G — PUNTING G NO YDS AVG/P RET AVG TB NEV/P [et 
t.Aubum 147294596 6.348 328.3 1. Alabama 13416 1981 —=«33° 8106.2 1, Alabama 13_40_1875 469 58 15 6 424 [RA 
—2.Missoul__14_588__3330_5.7_35__-237.9 2. Florida 12_ 3931709 +43 (17 +1424 2. Auburn 1456 2385 4263506 4 405 [es 
—S.Arkansas___ 12474 2504 5.314 208.7 3. LSU 13474186239 15 143.2 3. Texas A&M 1345 2085 463 171 38 7 394 [i%¢ 
4. Alabama 1346126735828 205.6 4. Mississippi State 13 445 «1874 —«4.2—17—«144.2 4. Georgia 1344 1808__41.1 43 =«41.0 2 992 

5. LSU : 13 523 2630 «+50 37 2023 5, Vanderbilt 1346019224219 —S—«147.8 _5. Vanderbilt __13 63 2694 42.8 152 24 4 39.1 

§. South Carolina 43__$37_2580_48 27 198.5 6. Georgia 135201926 3.725 —«4148.2 6. Arkansas 1253 2358 445 250 47 2 39.0 
1. Ole Miss__13 _528__2470 47 22 190.0 7. Missouri 14__ 5132141 «42 ~—-20——«152.9 7. Tennessee 1264 2801 438 218 34 6 385 
_8. Mississippi State 135272469 4.729 189.9 8. South Carolina 13_ 46420004316 ~—S—«153.8 8. LSU 1343 1765 41.0 47 11 4 381 
9. Tennessee 124602261 4181884 9. Ole Miss 135142014 3.927 «154.9 9. Ole Miss 1351 2266 444 141 (2.8 10 37.7 
10. TexasA&M 134652406 5.2 33 185.140. Aubum 14495227046 ~—=«19'~—=«162.1 10. Florida 12_51 2085 40.9 49 1.0 8 368 

ji. Georgia 1348622094526 1699 44. Arkansas 12 458 214147211784 11. Mississippi State 13 51 2053 403 78 15 5 36.8 

12. Kentuc 12 431__ 1775 4.16 147.9 12. Kentucky 12483 2368 49 26 197.3 12. Missouri 1468 2790 41.0 170 25 6 368 
A3.Floida___— 1248217493614 145.8 = “43. Tennessee 124732488 5.3 25 207.3 13. Kentucky 1269 2807 407 155 22 6 367 
14.Vanderbilt____—13_ 504 1807_ 36 34 1390 44 Texas A&M 135372890 5.423 —202.3 14. South Carolina 13 47_1741 97.099 21 2 341 
PASS OFFENSE GCOMPATT INT PCT. YDS AVG.TDAVG/G = pass DEFENSE © GCOMPATT INT PCT. YDS AVG.TD AVG/G | TURNOVER MARGIN G+FUM +INT TOT FUM -INT -TOT -MAR 

1. Texas A&M _13 339 489 13 69.3 4593 9.4 40 353.3 1. Florida 12 159 319 10 498 2062 65 9 1718 1. Missouri 1412-20 32 BB 16 +16 

2. Georgia 13 293 459 12 63.8 4085 8.9 31 314.2 2. Alabama 13 197 355 11 55.5 2344 66 13 1803 2 SouthCarina—-13——=«12_—=«18_—S 018 A718 

3. Ole Miss__13 310 490 13 63.3 3683 7.5 24 2833 3 South Carolina 13 221 969 18 59.9 2550 6.9 15 196.2 3. Mississippi State 13 11 14 25 6. 12.48 47 

—4. South Carolina__13_239 383 _4 62.4 3300 86 30 2538 “4 [SU 13 223 398 11 56.0 2567 64 15 197.5 Vanderbit 13.12 18. 30. aguas 47. 
—5.Missouri__14 267 454 8 588 3540 7.8 31 2529 5 Mississippi State 13 240 388_14 61.9 2667 6.9 18 205.2  _ 5. Alabama 13,28 11 19 SnOmmmnpENtyS 42 

6.180 __13 205 326 9 62.9 3263 10.0 23 251.0 “§. Vanderbilt 13 272 449 18 60.6 2690 6.0 18 2069  _ 6. Tennessee 2 i! 1 2 07 72 1 

1. Aiabama__i3 244 365 7 66.8 3230 88 30 2485 “7 Tennessee 12 200 954 14 56.5 2533 7.2 18 211.1 7. Ole Miss 1395 1322 Sapeismols +1 

8. Mississippi State _13_ 253 429 12 59.0 3178 7.4 18 2445 ~§ Ole Miss 13 245 403 13 60.8 2802 7.0 10 2155 Texas A&M a ee 

9. Vanderbilt__13_ 243 376 16 64.6 2958 7.9 15 227.5 9. Georgia 13221 382__7 57.9 2956 7.7 18 227.4 9. Aubum 4 6 13 19 oe 0B 19 40 

10. Kentucky __ 12204 3436 59.5 2321 68 14 193.4 “70 Kentucky 12 221 336 3 65.8 2758 8.2 22 2208 LSU 3 8 11 19 1 9 19 40 

41. Aubum__14 173 285 8 60.7 2422 8.5 20 173.0 41. Arkansas 12_231_356__8 64.9 2820 7.9 25 235.0 2 2 3 1 9 6 15 40 

12. Florida_____i2:_'199_~311_9 64.0 2051 66 11 170.9 42 TexasA&M 13 250 436 17 57.3 3295 7.6 31 253.5 12. Flonda 2 8 10 8 @ 92 2 

43. Tennessee__12 191 344 17 55.5 1979 58 12 164.9 43 Aubum 14286 494 13 57.9 3620 7.3 19 2586 13. Geom 13.8 7 15 S0menonor. 7 

14, Arkansas __12._'150_301 11 49.8 1782 5.9 15 1485 44. Missouri 14 356 567 20 628 3709 6.5 18 2649 14. Arkansas 2 6 8 4 2 1 2 9 
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Vfousvite, 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Garrick McGee 


AT A GLANCE 


2013: 
12-1, 7-1 American (2nd) 


COACH: 
Bobby Petrino — At Louisville: 41-9, 4 years; 
overall: 83-30, 9 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
11; 6 offense, 4 defense, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Will Gardner, RB Dominique Brown, 
RB Michael Dyer, WR DeVante Parker, 
WR James Quick, TE Gerald Christian, 
LB Lorenzo Mauldin, CB Charles Gaines, 
CB Terell Floyd 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

The return of Petrino after eight years away 
from Louisville has the Cardinals looking again 
like an offensive powerhouse. Quarterback 
Teddy Bridgewater is gone, but Gardner takes 
over an offense that returns three starting line- 
men, the explosive DeVante Parker and a host 
of other big-play weapons. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

As good as the offense should be, the right 
side of the offensive line might be an issue, 
with former starting center Jake Smith forced 
to slide over to right guard to solidify that side. 
The secondary, especially the safeties, will 
have its problems this season after the depar- 
tures of NFL-bound starters Calvin Pryor and 
Hakeem Smith. 


KEY LOSSES: 

QB Teddy Bridgewater, WR Damian Copeland, 
FS Calvin Pryor, SS Hakeem Smith, LB Preston 
Brown, DE Marcus Smith, DT Roy Philon 


OVERVIEW: 

Expectations are high for Petrino’s first year 
back at the helm. Louisville has the weapons 
to score a lot of points and win at least eight 
games in its new conference, the ACC. The 
Cards may also benefit from a somewhat 
down year in the league, and they'll compete 
with the best of the rest in the chase of 
Florida State. The Nov. 22 non-conference 
game at Notre Dame should be the only 
out-of-league challenge. 
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LOUISVILLE 


CARDINALS 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Todd Grantham STADIUM: Papa John’s Cardinal Stadium: 55,000 


Petrino’s Return Extends High Hopes in Louisville 


| Pied ae starts with a fresh look. Not 
only has Bobby Petrino returned 
as head coach eight years after he left 
the Cardinals, the program also joins 
the ACC, and star quarterback Teddy 
Bridgewater has moved on to the NFL. 
Beyond Bridgewater's departure, Lou- 
isville must replace seven starters on a 
defense that led the nation in total defense 
and finished second in scoring defense. 
Gone are pass rusher Marcus Smith, 
middle linebacker Preston Brown and safe- 
ties Calvin Pryor and Hakeem Smith. 
A fireworks-filled spring game left Lou- 
isville fans buzzing for the fall, though. 
New starting quarterback Will Gardner 
threw for 542 yards and four touchdowns. 
Running backs Michael Dyer and LJ. 
Scott, a freshman, combined for 278 yards 
and four touchdowns. And the receiving 
corps that was supposed to ease Gardner 
into his new gig did just that, making 
countless impressive grabs down field. 
Louisville’s schedule features four 
sticky-note games, with two at home 
against Miami and Florida State and two 
on the road at Notre Dame and Clemson. 
Expectations are high, with Petrino’s 
return giving Louisville a much-needed 
offensive infusion. How the defense 
adjusts to coordinator Todd Grantham’s 
3-4 system, a change from former coach 
Charlie Strong’s preferred 4-3 base, 
could make or break Louisville’s season. 
“We're headed in the right direction, 
but we have a long, long way to go,” 
Petrino said. 


OFFENSE 


Will Gardner started spring practice as 
the perceived leader in a three-man race 
for the starting quarterback job. Petrino 
said the 6-5, 230-pound Georgian moved 
ahead of the competition with impressive 
weight-room displays and leadership. 

It didn’t take long for Gardner to win 


the job on the field, either. 

He was inconsistent at times this 
spring, but in the team’s final exhibition, 
his chemistry with star receiver DeVante 
Parker and the rest of Louisville’s talent- 
ed receiving corps was clear. Gardner’s 
throws were on time and in stride. 

“T like the way he carries himself,” 
Petrino said of Gardner. “I like the way 
he takes charge of the huddle. He looks 
comfortable throwing the football.” 

Parker (6-3, 209) toyed with forgoing 
his senior year and entering the NFL 
Draft early, but his return could make 
him more money. He had nine catches 
for 142 yards and an acrobatic 26-yard 
touchdown grab in Louisville’s 36-9 
Russell Athletic Bowl win over Miami 
last December, and his late-season surge 
made it obvious how important Parker's 
return would be to the 2014 Cardinals. 

He’ll have a lot of experienced help. 
Senior tight end Gerald Christian (6-3, 
242) showed signs of his potential dur- 
ing his junior season, but the hulking 
Florida native broke through in the 
spring. His presence in the middle of 
the field will be a major component of 
Louisville’s passing game. 

Speeders Eli Rogers, Kai De La Cruz, 
Robert Clark and Michaelee Harris give 
Gardner a wealth of options under- 
neath, and senior Matt Milton and 
sophomore James Quick will be major 
threats down field. 

As long as Louisville’s offensive line 
holds up, running backs Dominique 
Brown, Michael Dyer and L.J. Scott 
should do well in complementing the 
passing game that’s made Petrino so 
well known. Brown, a bullying, down- 
hill back, is the returning starter. 

Jake Smith, a senior, started at center 
last season after moving from guard. He 
is now moving back to guard to shore 
up Louisville’s right side, which was 
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a major weakness last fall. 


DEFENSE 


The biggest impediment to an ACC 
championship this season, aside from 
Jameis Winston and Florida State, might 
be Louisville’s secondary. 

The Cardinals cultivated enough 
talent on the defensive line and in the 
linebacking corps to make up for some 
huge losses up front. 

Sheldon Rankins, DeAngelo Brown 
and B,J. Dubose should make up for 
Marcus Smith’s departure for the NFL, 
and Lorenzo Mauldin’s move to outside 
linebacker will help him come close to 
his 9.5 sacks last season. 

Once linebacker Keith Brown returns 
from a knee injury that kept him out of 
the 2013 season and this spring, he’s ex- 
pected to step into a starting middle spot 
alongside James Burgess. That tandem, 
plus Mauldin, senior Deiontrez Mount 


POOR e eee eee eee Eee EEE OEE HEHE EEE EEE EOE HEHEHE EE EES 


and a host of other solid backups, should 
make Louisville’s linebacker group solid. 

But after starting cornerbacks Terell 
Floyd and Charles Gaines, Louisville’s 
secondary is a trouble spot. Jermaine 
Reve, a junior who was expected to 
move from slot corner to starting safety, 
hurt his knee in spring and is out “for 
some time,” Petrino said. 

Freshman Richard Benjamin, sopho- 
more Chucky Williams and junior 


with experience in the kicking and 
return games. 

Redshirt junior John Wallace made 20 
of 24 field-goal attempts last fall, which 
ranked in the top 30 nationally. Redshirt 
senior Ryan Johnson, the returning 
starter at punter, averaged 41.2 yards a 
punt and helped Louisville rank first in 
the country in punt return defense. 

Charles Gaines, one of the starting cor- 
nerbacks, is a dynamic kick returner with 


Gerod Holliman are the frontrunners at 
safety, but they didn’t do much to calm 
Petrino’s concerns about the position. 
That’s why he signed junior college 
transfer James Sample, who spent the 
2011 and 2012 seasons at Washington. 
Sample was a four-star recruit and high 
school All-American, and could start 


blazing speed — “I run with animals,” 
he once said — and a shifty nature that 
helps him wriggle through crevices in 
return defenses. He averaged 30.1 yards 
a return last fall and took a 93-yard kick 
return back for a touchdown. 

Eli Rogers, also a slot receiver with 
quickness, returned 10 punts last fall 


right away. and will again be the return man in 
2014. He should get some help from 
SPECI AL TEAMS Kai De La Cruz, another fast senior with 


some experience returning punts. 


Louisville’s special teams are loaded aa tethereer 
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SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


A 


2013 stats: 146.8 ypg rushing (3rd AAC/86th NCAA), 314.0 passing (2nd/16th), 460.8 total offense (2nd/28th), 35.2 ppg (1st/25th) 
POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB Will Gardner So. First season at the helm, but has myriad of receiving options. Kyle Bolin, Fr. 

RB Dominique Brown* —_ Sr. Returnee bullied his way to 825 yards and 8 TDs in 2013. Michael Dyer, Sr. 


WR _ DeVante Parker* Sr. Could've left, but now can play into NFL Draft first round. Kai De La Cruz, Sr. 


WR _ Eli Rogers Sr. Slot man gives Gardner lightning-quick underneath option. _ Robert Clark, Sr. 
WR James Quick So. Heralded prospect confident after freshman frustration. Michaelee Harris, Sr. 
TE Gerald Christian* Sr. A monster in spring practice; should break out in fall. Keith Towbridge, So. 
LT Jamon Brown* Sr. Bulky but good with his hands, key element on line, Skylar Lacy, So. 

LG John Miller* Sr. Long-time starter solidifies left side of Gardner's O-line. Cameron Fraser, Fr. 


C Tobijah Hughley So. Walk-on finished spring as the leading candidate to start. Chandler Bridges, Fr. 
RG Jake Smith* Sr. Thoughtful, smart leader moves over from center. Pedro Sibiea, So. 
RT Aaron Epps Jr. Massive tackle must provide stability in line's weak spot. Andrew Polston, Jr. 


K John Wallace* Jr. Made 20 of 24 field goals and is one of nation’s best. Joshua Appleby, dr. 


“Returning Starter 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


2013 stats: 80.7 ypg rushing (1st AAC/1st NCAA), 170.8 passing (1st/Sth) Ist/1st), 12.2 pp 
POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 

DE — Bw. Dubose Sr. Imposing 6-5, 287-pound figure can disrupt passing game. _ Johnny Richardson, Fr. 
NT DeAngelo Brown dr. Talented nose returns after Achilles’ heel injury ended 2013. Kyle Shortridge, Fr. 


251.5 total defense 


g (ist'end 


DE Sheldon Rankins Jr. Leader of D-line had 15 tackles last season. Gabe Ahner, So. 

LB Lorenzo Mauldin* Sr. Converted end should be star of the defense. Trevon Young, So. 

LB Deiontrez Mount Sr. Another former defensive end; impressed in spring. Finesse Middleton, Fr. 
LB__James Burgess* Jr. Collected 72 tackles last season as an outside backer. Nick Dawson, So. 

LB Keith Brown Ur. Highly anticipated backer missed fall, spring with knee injury. Keith Kelsey, So. 


CB Charles Gaines* Jr. Ultra quick return man had five interceptions, three TDs. 


Andrew Johnson, Sr. 
CB Terell Floyd* Sr. Ball-hawk had four picks and is key cover man. Kevin Houchins, So. 
SS Gerod Holliman Jr. Starting spot up for grabs, but pulled ahead in spring. Chucky Williams, So. 
FS James Sample Sr. JC transfer played two seasons at Washington. Richard Benjamin, Fr. 
P Ryan Johnson Sr. Placed 11 punts inside opponents’ 20-yard line last fall. Joshua Appleby, Jr. 


*Returning Starter 
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MIAMI 


HURRICANES 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: James Coley 


AT A GLANCE 


2013: 
9-4 overall, 5-3 ACC (T-2nd, Coastal) 


COACH: 
Al Golden — At Miami: 22-15, 3 years; overall: 
49-49, 8 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
13; 6 offense, 6 defense, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

TB Duke Johnson, WR Phillip Dorsett, 
WR Stacy Coley, C Shane McDermott, 
LG Jon Feliciano, DE Anthony Chickillo, 
LB Denzel Perryman, CB Tracy Howard 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

Perryman has been an anchor at linebacker, 
and now there’s some depth there. If safety 
Dallas Crawford carries over his play to the 
fall, he'll get the secondary playing mean. 
When Johnson is your tailback, that's a 


strength. He'll run behind a pretty good 
offensive line. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

Can any quarterback get the ball to a solid 
group of receivers? With Ryan Williams lost for 
the season to an ACL injury, Miami has young, 
inexperienced signal-callers. There is no 
space-eater in the middle of the defensive line 
— a Hurricanes’ staple in the past. The pass 
rush has to make big improvements, 


KEY LOSSES: 

QB Stephen Morris, WR Allen Hurns, 
OG Brandon Linder, DE Shayon Green, 
P Pat O'Donnell 


OVERVIEW: 

The Sept. 1 Labor Day night opener against 
Louisville will be fascinating because the 
Cardinals also lost their QB — former Miami 
commit Teddy Bridgewater. The game kicks off 
a tough schedule that includes non-conference 
opponents Nebraska and Cincinnati. If Miami 
can't get decent quarterback play, this team’s 
record could take a serious step backward. 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Mark D’Onofrio 


STADIUM: SUN LIFE: 75,540 


Hurricanes Look for QB, Better Defense 


‘Tas has been plenty of drama since 
Al Golden arrived at Miami, which 
will try to roll with the punches 
again following a key spring injury. 

Since 2011: 

¢ Golden was blindsided by a Yahoo! 
report that booster Nevin Shapiro had 
given players, cash, yacht trips and even 
prostitutes over an eight-year period. Af- 
ter a two-year investigation — in which 
Miami chose not to participate in bowl 
games both years — the NCAA docked 
the school nine football scholarships 
over the next three seasons. 

¢ Penn State officials interviewed 
Golden for their coaching job this winter 
but, according to reports, never offered 
him the job. Without going into specifics, 
Golden said there had been other schools 
interested in him but added, “I’m not 
a candidate for any other job, and I plan 
on being at the University of Miami.” 

¢ He received the most criticism when 
he said he’d retain his defensive coaches, 
particularly coordinator Mark D’Onofrio. 
The Hurricanes got lit up late in the year 
— 41, 42 and 48 points allowed in con- 
secutive losses to Florida State, Virginia 
Tech and Duke — as well as 36 in the 
Russell Athletic Bowl loss to Louisville. 

e Ryan Williams, expected to be Miami’s 
starting quarterback this season, tore his 
ACL in the spring and should miss the 
2014 season. Kevin Olsen, projected as 
Williams’ replacement at the end of the 
spring, must battle to keep his job. The 
quarterback was suspended for the bowl 
game, then struggled in the spring game. 

With the loss of Williams, who had 
developed into a solid leader, Golden 
said it’s time for others to step up. 

“And it’s time to cut the cord,” he said. 


OFFENSE 


The quarterback situation might have 


been tricky, even with Williams, who 
was trying to step into departed senior 
Stephen Morris’ big shoes. Morris and 
his deep passes — completions of 50 
yards or more in nine games last season 
— will be missed. 

“Urgency,” offensive coordinator 
James Coley said of the reaction after 
Williams’ injury. “It changes it a lot 
with how to get guys ready. There’s 
urgency with them, the staff and me 
as quarterbacks coach.” 

Olsen, a redshirt freshman, complet- 
ed just 7 of 21 passes for 65 yards in the 
final spring scrimmage. 

Coley said incoming freshmen Brad 
Kaaya and Malik Rosier diligently stud- 
ied the playbook before they arrived 
early in summer. He opened the door 
that they could come in and start. 

“There's no rule on starting true 
freshmen,” Coley said. “If one comes 
in and beats out our guy and is the best 
player, I wouldn’t be hesitant.” 

Miami’s quarterback will have help. 

Running back Randy “Duke” Johnson 
should be fully recovered from a broken 
ankle suffered against Florida State in 
2013. He still had 920 yards in eight 
games, but was on track for a 1,400-yard 
season. He took out his frustrations in 
the weight room, adding 15 pounds of 
body armor. 

“I feel I'm in tip-top shape,” Johnson 
said. “During the season, it was tough, 
knowing you can’t help and you only 
can coach from the sideline.” 

“I'm proud of Randy,” Golden said. 
“T’'m grateful to him.” 

Allan Hurns and his 62 catches are 
gone, but tight end Clive Walford (34), 
receiver Stacy Coley (33, seven touch- 
downs) and receiver Herb Waters 
(28, five TDs) are back. Wide receiv- 
ers Phillip Dorsett (knee) and Malcolm 
Lewis (groin) were slowed by injuries in 
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2013 and reduced to 20 combined grabs. 
Dorsett had 58 catches in 2012. 
The left side of Miami's line has 
a combined 73 starts in center Shane 
McDermott, guard Jon Feliciano and 
tackle Ereck Flowers. 


DEFENSE 

Miami’s D resembled an old NASCAR 
line: They ran good, then they blew up. 

The Hurricanes had a great start, led 
by a heroic effort against Florida, a 21- 
16 victory that propelled a 7-0 start. 

But then the defense spent too much 
time on the field, and defenders wore 
down as they couldn’t get themselves off 
the field. Opponents had a third-down 
conversion rate of 42 percent while Mi- 
ami forced just 23 turnovers, many com- 
ing early in the season. The defense was 
on the field for 34 minutes per game. 

To his credit, defensive coordinator 
Mark D'Onofrio ignored the critics. But 
when asked how to avoid not listen- 


ORR Reem eee eee ee Oe EEE Eee HERE EEE HERE EO EOE EEE EE SEE EE EEE EE EEE EEEEE EEE EEEE eeeeeee One ne een eee eeeenaeeneneee 


ing to the venom directed his way, he 
admitted, “You really can’t.” 

“At the end of the day, we’ve just got 
to worry about what’s going on here,” 
he said. “We have kids who want to 
improve, that are not happy with their 
performance and we have to help them.” 

D’Onfrio has talked about getting 
bigger and stronger and deeper, and 
excellent recruiting classes could help 
him reach that goal. He has a preseason 
All-American in Denzel Perryman, while 
cornerback Tracy Howard and defensive 
end Anthony Chickillo are potential 
All-ACC players. 

What Miami doesn’t have is a 
300-pound-plus defensive tackle, a Russell 
Maryland/Warren Sapp/Vince Wilfork- 
type who can collapse the middle. 

One intriguing addition is safety Dal- 
las Crawford, who started at tailback last 
season when Duke Johnson went down. 

“The group, overall, there’s more 
collaboration, there’s more communi- 


2013 » 160.3 vog rushing (8th ACC 965 
POS “STARTER YR. 
QB Kevin Olsen Fr. 


‘COMMENT 


Needs to make strides to hold off true freshmen QBs. 


cation, there’s less mental errors and 
they're just executing a lot better right 
now,” Golden said. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Stacy Coley finished 2013 as the only 
FBS player to score touchdowns by punt 
and kick return, and by rushing and 
receiving. No wonder he was a Fresh- 
man All-American. And no wonder why 
he and Duke Johnson help form one of 
the most dangerous return tandems in 
the country. 

Punter Pat O’Donnell will be missed. 
His punts not only turned field posi- 
tion but often put teams on the shadow 
of their goal. Kicker Matt Goudis also 
might handle the punting duties. 

With safety Dallas Crawford holding, 
that opens up the possibility of trick 
plays. He was a quarterback in high 
school, as well as the starting tailback 
last year when Johnson was hurt. 

- Craig Handel 


POePeeUOCUEPOOOCT ISTIC 


RSet TUNG Bigauiier ioe TENSE: 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Brad Kaaya, Fr. 


RB Duke Johnson’ Jr. He's 15 pounds bigger and his arms are bulging. Joseph Yearby, Fr. 
WR _ Stacy Coley* So. Get him the ball quickly and see what he can do with it.  Rashawn Scott, Sr. 


WR __ Phillip Dorsett Sr. Also a playmaker, but don't expect as many long bombs, Malcolm Lewis, So. 


TE Clive Walford* Sr. Has been pushed hard by Standish Dobard, Beau Sandland. Standish Dobard, So. 
LT Ereck Flowers* Jr. 6-6, 322-pounder is steady, has made 17 starts. KC McDermott, Fr. 
LG Jon Feliciano* Sr. ACC honorable-mention pick has made 33 starts. Hunter Wells, Jr. 


C Shane McDermott* Sr. ACC third-team pick is OL anchor with 23 starts. Alex Gall, So. 
RG Danny Isidora So. __ Missed 10 games last season because of afoot injury. _Trevor Darling, Fr. 


RT _ Taylor Gadbois So. The big guy (6-8, 316) has made big strides. Sunny Odogwu, Fr. 
K Matt Goudis* Jr. Made 13 of 17 FGs, as well as all 57 extra points. Josh Bacon, Fr. 
“Returning Starter 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


2013 stats: 176.5 ypa rushing (12th ACC/77th NCAA), 249.8 passing (13th/90th), 426.4 total defens 
POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 


2 (1Sth/B9th), 26.8 ppg (10th/65th) 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE — Anthony Chickillo* Sr. Canes need him to double 7.5 tackles for loss and 3,5 sacks. Ufomba Kamalu, Jr. 

DT Calvin Heurtelou Jr. Also considered Auburn, Missouri, Nebraska, Wisconsin, Earl Moore, Jr. 

DT __ Olsen Pierre* Sr. Needs a few more pounds. Had 33 tackles, two sacks, in'13. Corey King, Jr. 

DE — Tyriq McCord Jr. Will have to earn job in the fall. Al-Quadin Muhammad, So. 


LB Thurston Armbrister* dr. Made seven starts last season, including last four games. Alex Figueroa, So. 
LB Denzel Perryman* Sr. After 108-tackle season, seeks more game-changing plays. _Juwon Young, Fr. 
LB Raphael Kirby Jr. Needs to take a big step after 16 and 10-tackle seasons. Jermaine Grace, So. 
CB ‘Tracy Howard* Jr. Had four interceptions, 35 tackles in 12 starts. Nate Dortch, So. 

CB Antonio Crawford Jr. Artie Burns pushing him for a starting job. Artie Burns, So. 


$ Dallas Crawford Jr. Coaches love this big hitter as well as his attitude. Deon Bush, Jr. 
(nao Duke Johnson.) S  RayshawnJenkins* Jr. “Made 12 starts last season but missed spring with injury. Jamal Carter, So. 
\, Photo by Kim Klement-USA TODAY Sports P _ Matt Goudis Jr. Good athlete with 4.8 speed in 40; former high school DB. Ricky Carroll, Sr. 
FT *Returning Starter 
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PICKING THE SUN BELT 


Louisiana, Arkansas State Remain Teams to Beat in New-Look SBC 


he Sun Belt Conference will 

have its fourth different lineup 

of teams in four years this fall, 
but one thing remains constant. 

Arkansas State looks to compete for its 
fourth consecutive title, with Louisiana 
once again challenging the Red Wolves 
for top honors. Those teams tied for first 
in 2013 with 5-2 conference records, and 
each went bowling for a third consecu- 
tive season. 

The Red Wolves won the previous 
two league titles, with the Ragin’ Cajuns 
finishing in a tie for second in 2012 and 
third in 2011 behind Western Kentucky, 
which has moved on to Conference USA. 

The Cajuns look to have the advantage 
this time around with the league’s top 
quarterback, senior Terrance Broadway, 
leading the Sun Belt’s top offense. The 
Cajuns also return the third- and fourth- 
leading rushers from last year in senior 


Alonzo Harris and sophomore Elijah 
McGuire, have a standout receiver in 
senior Jamal Robinson, plus four return- 
ing starters on the offensive line. 

Arkansas State is breaking in a new 
quarterback but does have the confer- 
ence’s No. 5 rusher from 2013, junior 
Michael Gordon, a big-play receiver and 
returner in senior J.D. McKissic, and a 
candidate for Defensive Player of the 
Year in linebacker Qushaun Lee. 

Though those two appear to have sep- 
arated themselves from the pack, fast- 
rising South Alabama and Louisiana- 
Monroe are among those who could 
challenge if things fall right. Both were 
in the group of four teams that finished 
4-3 in 2013. 

The new faces in the Sun Belt are for- 
mer FCS powers Appalachian State and 
Georgia Southern and former Western 
Athletic Conference members Idaho and 


Sun Belt Conference Picks 


Good news 


]. Louisiana 


2, Arkansas State 


3. So. Alabama 


4. Troy 


5. LA-Monroe 


6.Texas State 


7. Georgia So. 


8. Appalachian St. 


9. Georgia State 


10. Idaho 


11. New Mexico St. 


Coach Mark Hudspeth's fourth Louisiana 
team is his deepest yet. 


The Red Wolves have some playmakers at 
running back and receiver. 


Eight returning starters on offense that 
features playmakers at the skill positions. 


Aside from quarterback, there is a good 
nucleus returning on offense. 


The defense looks stout with four all-confer- 
ence candidates among nine retuming starters. 


The Bobcats have a solid tandem at RB, 
an experienced QB, and two talented LBs. 


Good enough to cause headaches for Sun 
Belt defensive coordinators. 


The Mountaineers have an experienced QB 
and a pair of potential 1,000-yard RBs. 


The Panthers made some progress down the 
stretch last year with a couple of close losses. 


A big crop of junior college transfers 
should give the Vandals a little more pop. 


The offense showed some signs of life in 
the second half of last season. 
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The Cajuns face back-to-back road tests at 
Ole Miss and Boise State the first month. 


Anew coach — the fifth in five years — and 
new quarterback will be under the gun. 


The Jags face back-to-back November road games 
at Sun Belt favorites Louisiana and Arkansas State. 


The defense took a huge step backward and 
must replace three starters up front. 


QB Kolton Browning's four-year run has 
ended, and the O-line is rebuilding. 


Their top two WRs are gone, and the defense 
has issues up front and in the secondary. 


The defense was inconsistent in 2013 and 
depth could be an issue, team-wide. 


The receiving corps is depleted, and the pass 
rush was negligible last year. 


They were still losses, and opponents may 
take them more seriously now. 


There still is a long way to go, both literally 
(long road trips) and figuratively. 


The starting QB and leading rusher and 
receiver are gone, and the D-line is a sieve. 


New Mexico State. Of those four, Georgia 
Southern and Appalachian State have 
the best opportunity to move into the 
top seven. 

After struggling the past three years, 
Troy (tied for fifth in the eight-team 
league last year) looks to rebound if 
the Trojans can replace departed quar- 
terbacks Corey Robinson and Deon 
Anthony. 

Texas State, one of two new additions 
last season, was in position to contend 
until losing its last three games. The 
other new member in 2013, Georgia 
State, was winless and looks to fight 
Idaho and New Mexico State to stay out 
of the cellar. 

The conference also has picked up a 
new bowl tie-in with the Camellia Bowl 
— added to the mix with the New Orleans 
Bowl] and GoDaddy.com Bowl. 

— Paul Borden 


Our call 


The conference schedule is more than manageable 
with Arkansas State coming to Lafayette. 


Arkansas State is used to a new coach and will 
challenge Louisiana for the title. 


The Jags were close in 2013 (three league losses by 
a total of four points) and will challenge again. 


If the Trojans have the answer at QB, they have 
a shot at getting into the postseason. 


There may be too many holes to fill on offense for 
the Warhawks to contend. 


The defense must come up with the right answers 
for the Bobcats to move up. 


The Eagles are up and down, but they are the 
best of the newcomers. 


Alot of things would have to go right for them to 
climb into the first division. 


The Panthers have a shot at getting a couple of 
early wins, but that’s about the limit. 


Whoever wins Idaho-New Mexico State game at 
Idaho should avoid the cellar. 


The Aggies are building for the future, but that 
future is a couple of years off. 
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BOWL CONNECTIONS 


Lindy’s 2014 
ALL-Sun Belt Team 


THE BIG ONES | 


els AEE ee ee Aug. 30 Appalachian State at Michigan Any Eligible SBC Team 
- QB Terrance Broadway Sr. Lovisiana Sept. 6 Louisiana Tech at Louisiana New Orleans Bowl vs.C-USA 
RB Alonzo Harris Sr. Louisiana 
h i Maylene neal =e a ere pa a rae oak a 
r=) WR JamalRobinson Sr. Louisiana : GoDaddy.com vs. MAC 
PWR Rashon Ceaser J. Louisiana-Monroe | © SePt.25 Appalachian State at Georgia Souther 
ba TE Wes Saxton Sr. South Alabama Sept. 27 Troy at Louisiana-Monroe Any Eligible SBC Team 
ry C (Mike Marboe sr. Idaho Oct.4 Louisiana-Monroe at Arkansas State Camellia Bowl vs. MAC 
io ppmodeabandd x. South Alabama iaepig Louisiana at Texas State 
re OL Joseph Treadwell Sr. Louisiana-Monroe Hoge net : x af Re 
fall: Ol: Terence ones Sr. Troy ct. ansas State at Louisiana ~~ y 
OL Daniel Quave Sr. Louisiana 


Oct. 24 Troy at South Alabama <7) NY 


Nov. 1 South Alabama at Louisiana 


Nov.8 — South Alabama at Arkansas State i U ira Ei E LT” 
Nov. 15 Louisiana at Louisiana-Monroe 


AP J.D. McKissic Jr. Arkansas State 
Aleem Sunanon South Alabama 


DL JustinHamitton Sr. Louisiana |} — Nov. 20 Arkansas State at Texas State CSR EE EAP. 
s DL Gerrand Johnson Jr. Louisiana-Monroe Nov. 29 Louisiana at Troy 
< DL Tyler Roberts Jr. Troy 
Le DL Chris Stone Jt. Arkansas State | 
iy LB Qushaun Lee Sr. Arkansas State | 1. Wes Saxton ; Solid blocker and sure-handed receiver. 
Ba LB Michael Orakpo Sr. Texas State ee 
LB David Mayo Sr. Texas State 2. Qushaun Lee : Tackling machine who can play pass defense. 
uN DB Rocky Hayes Jr. Arkansas State Son i et a aT. Figs Steere ae 
3 yay s 3. Michael Orakpo ; Possesses excellent pass rushing skills. 
nrg DB Sterling Young Sr. Arkansas State 
rT] DB Trevence Patt Sr. Louisiana | 4. Justin Hamilton ; Louisiana Can get into opposing backfields. 
al DB Sean Thomas Sr. Louisiana 


5. Terrence Jones : Troy Very solid pass protector. 


Austin Rehkow Idaho 


6. Sterling Young ; Arkansas State Sure tackler who has started three years. 


Kameron Bryant . Appalachian State 


7. Alonzo Harris ; Louisiana Durable back with good speed. 


TOP 10 NFL TALENT 


s RB Michael Gordon Jr. Arkansas State => 

< RB Robert Lowe ip Texas State 8, Joseph Treadwell : Louisiana-Monroe At 6-5, 325, a huge presence up front. 

a WR Bryan Holmes I. Troy } g. Terrance Broadway 4 Louisiana Accurate passer who also can run. 

4 WR Shavarez Smith Sr. South Alabama 

Fey TE Darion Griswold J. Arkansas State 10. Travis Bodenstein Abig hunk at 6-4, 308. 

r C Bryce Giddens Jr. Arkansas State 

a OL Shawn Artz Sr. South Alabama 

4 OL Ucambre Williams Sr. risk Alabama Most Valuable Offensive Player Defensive Player Newcomer 

rm OL Garrett Frye Sr. Georgia Southern Player of the Year of the Year of the Year 

ig OL TravisBodenstein Jr. Arkansas State Terrance Broadway, Alonzo Harris,RB, QushaunLee,LB, Terrence Upshaw, 
3) AP Brandon Burks Jr. Troy QB, Louisiana Louisiana Arkansas State RB, Appalachian St. 


Maxwell Johnson . New Mexico State 


Appalachian State 


Lennie Richardson . Georgia Southern ha 8 Sh Eh ee AD 

P43 DL Joe Gautney Sr. Louisiana-Monroe Strongest Arm Tyler Jones ______srTexas State 
tC eum am Mme §=BestScrambler Terrance Broadway Louisiana 
pay OL Maxx Ford Sr. Idaho} 5 CoolestinClutch ss Terrance Broadway _ Louisiana 
= LB Joseph Peterson Jr. Georgia State | i © Toughest to Bring Down Michael Gordon Arkansas State 
bs LB Dominique Tovell Jr. Louisiana al =6Best Hands Wee Saxton SatenrAlabarns 
hy LB Marc Millan Jr. Idaho | 3 Bpaepeenomeraeroemip pers Sten Eos wane 

1) : Most Dangerous Deep Threat Shavarez Smith South Alabama 
AH DB AntonioCarter Jr. South Alabama Ee \incst pase Blocks eae Farepyese ciitecaee 
8 DB Deion Stanley Sr. Georgia Southern | 2 aA ALS Seas I ee SEL nS) NE 
Tm] DB. Mitch Lane Jr. Louisiana-Monroe Best Pass Rushet TylerRoberts Try 
TT DB BradleyNioku Sr. Idaho BestCoverCorner ————————RockyHayes__—__—Arkansas State_ 
a) Justin Manton Sr. Louisiana-Monroe SpecialTeamsDemon _____—J.D. McKissic___ Arkansas State 
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ByT/A\Te ARKANSAS STATE | RED WOLVES 


Sun Belt rank: 2 


By Paul Borden 


can turn a short reception into a longer gain. 


Senior tight end Darion Griswold, (24 catches, 
Fredi Knighten 


312 yards) also returns. Michael Gordon® 
The threat junior Michael Gordon presents, how- J.D. McKissic* 
ever, will take some of the pressure off the passing Tres Houston 


Dijon Paschal 
Darion Griswold* 
Jemar Clark 

Devin Mondie 
Bryce Giddens* 
Alan Wright* 
Colton Jackson* 


game. He received second-team recognition on the 
all-conference voting after rushing for 754 yards, 
which led the Red Wolves in the category. He also 
is a receiving threat out of the backfield. He had 16 
catches for 206 yards in 2013. 

Three starters, including center Bryce Giddens, 
also a second team All-Sun Belt selection last year, 
return to the line. 


DEFENSE 

The defense looks to tighten up with the return 
of eight starters from the unit that gave up more 
than 413 yards a game last year. 

Senior linebacker Qushaun Lee is a contender 
for Sun Belt Defensive Player of the Year honors Ree Pane 
after recording a league-high 134 tackles, breaking SPECIAL TEAMS 


up five passes (one interception) and forcing two K 15 | Luke Ferguson 
be ires panene ( gto) g P15 | LukeFerguson* 


Chris Stone* 
Dexter Blackmon 
Darrius Rosser 
Jabari Mathieu 
Qushaun Lee* 
Kyle Coleman* 
Rocky Hayes* 
Artez Brown* 
Sterling Young* 
Chris Humes* 


2014 PROJECTED STARTERS 


Photo by AP Photo/G.M. Andrews 


“We know he can play, so we've just fumbles in 2013. xsaebakis Soren Bold 
got to get all the parts in place so he Overall, six of the top seven tacklers are back, in- 
can get out in space." cluding defensive ends Chris Stone and Chris Odom Aug.30 MONTANA STATE 
and tackles Dexter Blackmon and Darrius Rosser. 
— Coach Blake Anderson, 1 ; Sept. 6 at Tennessee 
‘ogether, they accounted for 11.5 of Arkansas State’s Tl Sept.13 at Miami 
on RB Michael Gordon 26 sacks, Senior Jabari Mathieu came out of spring 5 Sept. 20 UTAH STATE 
ahead of Odom on the depth chart, however. ra Oct. 4 ULM 
RED WOLVES at a GLANCE The five-man secondary returns all starters, r Oct.11 at Georgia State 
COACH: Blake Anderson — At Arkansas State and overall: Ist year mmiong. thers Poona or ee nacey Bayes ae a ¥ cee ac Coulsieoe 
GETEAGTE COORORIATOR Weltal terceptions) and safety Sterling Young (two picks). Nov.1 at Idaho 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Ibe Colthen Senior nickel back Frankie Jackson, senior cor- rm Nov.8 SOUTH ALABAMA 
ner Artez Brown, and junior safety Chris Humes are [rg Nov.15 APPALACHIAN STATE 
LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2013, co-champs the other returning starters. Nov. 20 at Texas State 
LAST TIME DIDN'T GO BOWLING: 2010 Novas NEW MEXICO STATE 
RETURNING STARTERS: 15; 6 offense, 8 defense, punter SPECIAL TEAMS 
Junior Luke Ferguson, who averaged 43.8 yards W _ ARKANSAS-PINE BLUFF 62-11 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: RB Michael Gordon, WR J.D. McKissic, on 23 attempts in sharing the punting responsibili- L SF AOR 9-38 
TE Darion Griswold, C Bryce Giddens, DE Chris Stone, | ties with Paul Jones last year, will add field goals w TROY 4-34 
LB Qushaun Lee, CB Rocky Hayes, S Sterling Young to his list of responsibilities, replacing the very L at Memphis 7-3) 
i nr es an as hate Seago Sy = accurate (15 of 18) Brian Davis. McKissic gives the uv SOMiseouN 19-41 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Quarterback looks to be settled with Red Wolves a big-play guy in the return game. He e 
bowl! MVP Fredi Knighten taking over, and the Red Wolves have averaged 8.5 yards per punt return and 30.0 yards 5 ‘4 epg AErem 
All-Sun Belt candidates in recelver/returner McKissic and linebacker on ldeleatis, my lt LOUISIANA 7-23 
Lee, The defense retums all of the back-seven starters from 2013. ft aw at South Alabama 17-16 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The Red Wolves are looking for depth OVERVIEW m BA at ULM 42-14 
at both running back and wide receiver, and must find new start- The Red Wolves are hoping first-year coach ray WwW TEXAS STATE 38-21 
piotatey fase ergy erie oe tne twee st Blake Anderson has the same success his three aw GEORGIA STATE 35-33 
immediate predecessors enjoyed. Hugh Freeze, Gus L at Western Kentucky 31-34 
Malzahn and Bryan Harsin all won Sun Belt titles GODADDY Bowl 
and took the Wolves to bowls in their only year in Ww vs. Ball State 23-20 
OFFENSE Jonesboro. If Knighten picks up where he left off 
After earning MVP honors in Arkansas State’s in the bowl game, the Wolves have the makings of 
bowl win over Ball State, junior Fredi Knighten another contender. Their defense should be among Suan aera 
looks to step in at quarterback for the departed the league's best. Rushing 2057 


Passing 202.1 


Adam Kennedy. A good runner (347 yards last 
Total 407.8 


year), Knighten solidified his role as the No. 1 guy 
with a strong spring. 

Knighten threw mostly short, conservative routes 
last year in completing 34 of 48 attempts for 215 4 


yards, and he was sharp in the spring. who enrolled early. He likely willsee timeinthe 


TOP NEWCOMER 


DEFENSE PER GAME 
Scoring 26.2 
Rushing 180.2 
Passing 232.9 
Total 413.1 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 


 CBBlaise Taylor: The son of new cornerbacks 
coach Trooper Taylor, Blaise is a true freshman | 


2013 RANKINGS 


Only one starter returns at wide receiver, but i 
he’s a good one. Senior J.D. McKissic caught 82 
passes for 662 yards and four touchdowns and 


secondary rotation and will be heavily involved on 
, special teams. 
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Photo by Kim Klement-USA TODAY Sports 


===, 
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— 
GEORGIA / 


SOUTHERN / Sun Belt rank: 7 


“I'm excited about Antwione 
Williams and Edwin Jackson. They're 
very physical and are a rare combi- 
nation in size and speed.” 
— Coach Willie Fritz, on 
two defensive anchors 


PANTHERS at a GLANCE 


COACH: Willie Fritz - At Georgia Southern: Ist year; overall: 
176-67-1, 21 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Doug Ruse 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Jack Curtis 


LAST BOWL: None 
RETURNING STARTERS: 15; 7 offense, 6 defense, punter, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Kevin Ellison, WR Tray Butler, 
LT Garrett Frye, C Manrey Saint-Amour, MLB Edwin Jackson, 


LB Antwione Williams, SS Deion Stanley, FS Matt Dobson 


26-20 season-ending win at Florida, and is an excellent running 
threat. Frye is a two-time FCS All-American, and he teams with 
Saint-Amour to anchor an experienced line that is the strength of 
the offense. Jackson and Williams, who missed last year due to 
injury, will have no problem adjusting to the FBS level. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Georgia Southern will not be at the full 
complement of 85 scholarship players as it moves up from the 
FCS, which allows only 63. Injuries, especially on the undersized 
lines, must be avoided. None of the four QBs have shown an 
ability to throw the ball effectively in Fritz's spread option. 


OFFENSE 

Transition was the buzzword at Georgia South- 
ern in the spring, and it involved much more than 
the move from the FCS to the FBS. 

The Eagles, a dominant force at the FCS level 
with an NCAA-record six national championships, 
will not be bow! eligible this season due to their 
two-year transition period, but they will be eligible 
to win the Sun Belt title. 

On the field there will be a major change as the 
Eagles abandon their traditional triple-option offense 
in favor of first-year coach Willie Fritz’s spread option. 
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Record: 7-4 


Southern Conference: 4-4 (T 


Fritz replaced Jeff Monken, who left for Army. 

Kevin Ellison, who started six games last year, 
came out of the spring as the starting quarterback, 
but he did not have a lock on the job. Transfer Favian 
Upshaw, redshirt freshman L.A. Ramsby and sopho- 
more Vegas Harley will get a look in the fall. The 
quartet combined to go 10-for-26 in the spring game. 

The biggest hole is running back, where junior 
college transfer Ken Thomas, and redshirt fresh- 
man Chaz Thornton, are the best of a thin lot. 

The Eagles will go from averaging eight passes 
a game to throwing 15 to 20. Slot backs and wide 
receivers who were primarily blockers will now be 
expected to catch the ball. Senior Tray Butler and 
junior B.J. Johnson have excellent hands, as do 
sophomore Montay Crockett and seniors Kentrellis 
Showers and Zach Walker. 


DEFENSE 

Fritz retained coordinator Jack Curtis from 
Monken’s staff, and the defense will retain its 4-3 
base — with some tweaking. 

Lack of size and experience up front could be 
issues as the Eagles face bigger teams at the FBS 
level, although coaches plan on having a more 
aggressive unit. 

The most experienced players up front are defen- 
sive end Rafael Hardee, who started eight games 
last year, six-game starter Johnathan Battle, and 
nose tackle Justice Ejike. 

Linebackers Edwin Jackson, who started 11 games 
last fall, and Antwione Williams, who was slated to 
start last year before being injured, have the poten- 
tial to be the equal of any pair in the Sun Belt. 

Pass defense was an issue at times last year. 
However, strong safety Deion Stanley and free 
safety Matt Dobson are proven performers and 
excellent athletes, as is cornerback Valdon Cooper, 
who signed will Illinois out of high school. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Punter Ryan Nowicki averaged 43.1 yards per 
kick last year. Place-kickers Alex Hanks and 
Younghoe Koo have strong legs, but accuracy is 
a concern. Tray Butler was spectacular at times 
on punt returns. Montay Crockett and Kentrellis 
Showers are solid kick returners. 


OVERVIEW 

Team speed, as has always been the case at 
Georgia Southern, will be equal to anyone in the 
Sun Belt, but size and depth in the move up will be 
major issues. Non-conference games at NC State, 
Georgia Tech and Navy will make a fifth-straight 
winning season difficult. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


RB Ken Thomas: The former East Mississippi CC 
All-American was a late signee, but he had a solid 
spring. Thomas ran for 1,334 yards last year as he 
led East Mississippi to a 12-0 record and a national 
championship. He also helped lead West Point 
(Miss.) High to two Class 5A state championships. 


2014 PROJECTED STARTERS 


2013 RESULTS 2014 SCHEDULE 
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2013 RANKINGS 


GEORGIA SOUTHERN | EAGLES 


Stadium: Allen E. Paulson Stadium (18,000) 


By Mike Brown 


Raymond Klugey 


DEFENSE 


cB 
cB 
NB 
ss 
FS 


Rashad Williams 


Jay Ellison 

Rafael Hardee* 
Edwin Jackson* 
Antwione Williams 
Valdon Cooper* 
Nick Wright 

Darius Jones 
Delon Stanley* 
Matt Dobson* 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 47 
Pp 49 


Alex Hanks* 
Ryan Nowicki* 


* Returning Starters in Bold 


Aug. 30 
Sept. 6 
Sept. 13 
Sept. 20 
Sept. 25 
Oct. 4 
Oct.11 
Oct. 25 
Oct. 30 
Nov. 8 
Nov. 15 
Nov. 29 


Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


TO MARGIN 


«5 


at NC State 
SAVANNAH STATE 
at Georgia Tech 

at South Alabama 
APPALACHIAN STATE 
at New Mexico State 
IDAHO 

at Georgia State 
TROY 

at Texas State 

at Navy 
UL-MONROE 


SAVANNAH STATE 
ST. FRANCIS (PA) 
at Wofford 
CHATTANOOGA 
at Samford 
THE CITADEL 


at Appalachian State 
FURMAN 
WESTERN CAROLINA 
at Elon 
at Florida 


PER GAME 
33.5 
360.4 
911 
451.5 


PER GAME 
23.2 
160.4 
200.1 
360.5 


PER GAME 
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GEORGIA STATE | PANTHERS 


Sun Belt rank: 9 


f 
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“We've improved in every area. We're 
bigger and stronger, and we’re 
amore physical football team.” 

— Coach Trent Miles 


PANTHERS at a GLANCE 


COACH: Trent Miles — At Georgia State: 0-12, 1 year; overall: 
20-48, 6 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Jeff Jagodzinski 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Jesse Minter 


LAST BOWL: None 
RETURNING STARTERS: 12; 5 offense, 5 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: WR Robert Davis, DE Shawayne Lawrence, 


LB Joseph Peterson, LB Mackendy Cheridor, P Matt Hubbard 


seasenneeeeees ateeeeeneneereesvenensaranseraes, 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The injection of several key junior col- 
lege transfers should help as the Panthers go about seeking their 
first win since midway through the 2012 season. There are play- 
makers among the younger players on the roster as well. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Depth is a problem across the board 
with the loss of 27 seniors. The Panthers look to go into spring 
unsettled at many positions, including quarterback, where starter 
Ronnie Bell returns. The junior is GSU's all-time career leader in 
passing yards (3,095), but he needs to demonstrate consistency. 


OFFENSE 


With Georgia State coming off a winless season, 
it shouldn’t come as a surprise that the lineup is 
unsettled heading into 2014. 

How unsettled? 

Incumbent quarterback Ronnie Bell, who threw 
for 2,573 yards and 15 touchdowns last year, could 
lose his job to newcomer Nick Arbuckle, a junior 
college transfer. 

JC transfers are being counted on to fill key 
spots, especially on the line, and the receiving 
corps takes a big hit with the loss of Albert Wilson 
(71 catches, 1,177 yards, eight touchdowns). Robert 


Record: 0-12 


Sun Belt: 0-7 (8th) 


Davis (44-711) returns, but there is a scramble 
behind him. 

The depth chart, then, is not so much written in 
pencil as it is chalk. 

In addition to Wilson, the Panthers also lose their 
leading rusher, Travis Evans, who ran for only 405 
yards last year. Jonathan Jean-Bart, who backed up 
Evans as a freshman, ran for 269 yards and actually 
had a better per-carry average (3.8) than Evans (3.5). 

Senior Tim Wynn, who has started at guard and 
center during his career, anchors the middle of the 
line, which also returns A.J. Kaplan. Kaplan played 
four different positions after transferring from junior 
college, but he figures to start at guard this season. 


DEFENSE 

Linebacker Joseph Peterson headlines the defen- 
sive returnees. The junior earned honorable men- 
tion Sun Belt honors in 2013 after becoming one 
of five players in the conference to finish in triple 
digits in tackles. He had 103, including two sacks. 

The linebacking corps should be the strength of 
the defense. Beyond Peterson, there is sophomore 
Mackendy Cheridor, who moved into the starting 
lineup at midseason; senior Jarrell Robinson, whose 
2013 season was cut short by a shoulder injury; and 
senior Sean Jeppesen, a converted fullback. 

Only one starter, sophomore Shawayne Law- 
rence, returns up front in the Panthers’ 3-4 scheme. 
The secondary will basically have four new starters 
because junior safety Tarris Batiste started at 
linebacker last year. 

Coaches likely are not finished tinkering with 
the depth chart before the season opener against 
Abilene Christian on Aug. 27. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

The kicking game is one area that is settled. 
Punter Matt Hubbard averaged 42.0 yards and had 
twice as many punts (16) downed inside the 20- 
yard line as he did touchbacks. He could compete 
for all-conference honors. Wil Lutz was 8 of 12 on 
field-goal attempts last year, making one of his 
three tries from beyond 50 yards, The Panthers are 
looking for new return men. 


OVERVIEW 

The Panthers were winless in their first year 
in the Sun Belt, but four of their losses were by 
a touchdown or less, including a 35-33 setback at 
co-champion Arkansas State. The 2014 schedule is 
ambitious with non-conference road trips to Wash- 
ington and Clemson, but there could be an oppor- 
tunity for at least a couple of wins if the Panthers 
are able to solidify their depth early in fall camp. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


QB Nick Arbuckle: A junior college transfer from 
Pierce (Calif.) College, Arbuckle goes into the fall 
__ witha good chance to unseat incumbent starter 

Ronnie Bell. Arbuckle (6-1, 230) passed for nearly 
7,000 yards and 73 touchdowns his two seasons in 
junior college, including 3,774/40 as a freshman. 


Stadium: Georgia Dome (28,155) 


2014 PROJECTED STARTERS 


2013 RESULTS 2014 SCHEDULE 
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2013 RANKINGS 


By Paul Borden 
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* Returning Starters in Bold 


ABILENE CHRISTIAN 
NEW MEXICO STATE 
AIR FORCE 

at Washington 

at Louisiana 
ARKANSAS STATE 
at South Alabama 
GEORGIA SOUTHERN 
at Appalachian State 
at Troy 

at Clemson 

TEXAS STATE 


Aug. 27 
Sept. 6 
Sept. 13 
Sept. 20 
Oct. 4 
Oct. 11 
Oct. 18 
Oct. 25 
Nov. 1 
Nov. 8 
Nov. 22 
Nov. 29 


SAMFORD 
CHATTANOOGA 
at West Virginia 
JACKSONVILLE STATE (OT) 
at Alabama 
TROY 


21-31 
14-42 
7-41 
26-32 
3-45 
28-35 
17-24 
10-38 
28-44 
21-35 
33-35 
17-38 


at Texas State 
at ULM 
WESTERN KENTUCKY 
LOUISIANA 
at Arkansas State 
SOUTH ALABAMA 


TO MARGIN 
-9 
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LOUISIANA | RAGIN’ CAJUNS 


Sun Belt rank: 1 


Photo by Nelson Chenault-USA TODAY Sports 


“We've got a lot of depth, the most 
depth that we've ever had.” 
— Coach Mark Hudspeth 


RAGIN’ CAJUNS at a GLANCE 


COACH: Mark Hudspeth — At Louisiana: 27-12, 3 years: 93-33, 10 years 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Jay Johnson 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: James Willis 


LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2013, Sun Belt 
LAST TIME DIDN'T GO BOWLING: 2010 
RETURNING STARTERS: 16; 8 offense, 7 defense, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Terrance Broadway, RB Alonzo Harris, 
RB Elijah McGuire, WR Jamal Robinson, DL Justin Hamilton, 
LB Dominique Tovell, DB Trevence Patt, DB Sean Thomas 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: This is a veteran, deep club with the 
league's top backfield operating behind an offensive line that 
features four returning starters. Robinson is a big-play guy at wide 
receiver. The defensive line is the deepest in Hudspeth’s tenure, 
and the secondary returns four starters. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The Cajuns lose playmaking receiver 
Darryl Surgent, making depth a potential issue at that posi- 
tion. There are key spots to be filled in the middle of the 
offense and defense with the loss of center Andre Huval 

and linebacker Justin Anderson. 


OFFENSE 

Louisiana has the Sun Belt’s top quarterback, the 
top two running backs, and all-conference players 
returning at wide receiver and guard. Little wonder 
coach Mark Hudspeth considers this the deepest 
team he’s had since taking over in 2011. 

Senior Terrance Broadway leads the attack after 
rushing for 442 yards, throwing for 2,419 yards and 
completing more than 62 percent of his passes 
last season. 

Running backs Alonzo Harris and Elijah McGuire 
both earned first-team all-conference honors after 


Record: 9-4 


Sun Belt record: 5-2 (T-Ist) 


combining to rush for 1,805 yards and 22 touch- 
downs in 2013. Coaches are looking at having Mc- 
Guire (863 yards rushing, 384 receiving) take snaps 
from center as a way of getting him more touches. 

The Cajuns welcome back leading receiver Jamal 
Robinson (54 catches, 862 yards). Robinson and 
senior guard Daniel Quave were both second-team 
All-Sun Belt honorees. 

Center Andre Huval is the big loss up front. 
Sophomore Grant Horst has a tentative hold on 
the position going into the fall, but senior Terry 
Johnson could move over from his starting guard 
position if needed. 


DEFENSE 

As with the offense, the big loss on defense is 
right in the middle, where all-conference linebacker 
Justin Anderson departed. 

But the unit looks to be strong overall with the 
return of seven starters, including all-conference 
candidates Justin Hamilton on the line, linebacker 
Dominique Tovell and cornerback Trevence Patt. 

Hamilton had 38 tackles with nine for loss, includ- 
ing a team-high four sacks last fall. Tovell led the 
team in tackles for loss with 12 among his 67 stops. 

New starters will take over three of the starting 
linebacker slots in Louisiana’s 3-4 scheme with LSU 
transfer Trey Granier looking to fill one of them. 

Patt, who had only one interception but was 
credited with breaking up a dozen passes, is joined 
in the secondary by three other returning starters. 

Free safety Sean Thomas was third on the team 
in tackles (63) and had a team-high three intercep- 
tions. Strong safety T.J. Worthy was right behind 
him with 59 tackles and two picks, and cornerback 
Corey Trim also had two interceptions to go with 
his 45 tackles. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Junior Stephen Brauchle handled kicking chores 
in 2013, going 8 of 13 on field-goal attempts, but se- 
nior Hunter Stover, who made his only attempt last 
year, has the edge going into fall. Daniel Cadona 
averaged 41.7 yards on punts. McGuire will step in 
for Daryl Surgent as the primary return man. 


OVERVIEW 

The Cajuns have put together three consecutive 
nine-win seasons but have a shot at bigger things. 
Their two most challenging non-conference games 
are on the road (Ole Miss and Boise State), but two 
of their three likely toughest Sun Belt tests (Arkan- 
sas State and South Alabama) are at home. If the 
Cajuns are to break through to the double-digit win 
level, this would seem to be the year. 


Sa SSS ee 
TOP NEWCOMER fee ; 
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a= ‘ 
_ WRC.J. Bates: After starring at wide receiver in high 
school and at East Mississippi College, Bates started 
| spring drills as a defensive back before being moved ] 
- back to offense and immediately impressing coaches. 
He played only one year in junior college with 53 H 
, Teceptions, 858 yards and eight TDs. 


2014 PROJECTED STARTERS 


2013 RESULTS 2014 SCHEDULE 
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2013 RANKINGS 


Stadium: Cajun Field (31,000) 


By Paul Borden 


Corey Trim* 
T.J. Worthy* 
Sean Thomas* 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 45 
P 48 


Hunter Stover 
Daniel Cadona* 


* Returning Starters in Bold 


Aug. 30 
Sept. 6 
Sept. 13 
Sept. 20 
Oct. 4 
Oct. 14 
Oct. 21 


= 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


TO MARGIN 


+1 


SOUTHERN 
LOUISIANA TECH 

at Ole Miss 

at Boise State 
GEORGIA STATE 

at Texas State 
ARKANSAS STATE 
SOUTH ALABAMA 
at New Mexico State 
at ULM 
APPALACHIAN STATE 
at Troy 


14-34 
27-48 
70-7 
35-30 
48-24 
37-20 
23-7 
49-35 
41-36 
35-21 
28-31 
8-30 


at Arkansas 
at Kansas State 
NICHOLLS STATE 
at Akron 
TEXAS STATE 
at Western Kentucky 
at Arkansas State 
NEW MEXICO STATE 
TROY 
at Georgia State 
ULM 
at South Alabama 
New Orleans Bowl 
vs. Tulane 


PER GAME 
33.8 
204.5 
212.2 
416.8 


PER GAME 
26.5 
150.7 
242.8 
393.5 


PER GAME 
+01 
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uLm LOUISIANA-MONROE | WARHAWKS 


Sun Belt rank: 5 


“| really like this group in relation to 
their sense of urgency. | think that’s 
significant in this game.” 

— Coach Todd Berry 


WARHAWKS at a GLANCE 


COACH: Todd Berry — At ULM: 23-26, 4 years; overall: 52-85, 12 years 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Steve Farmer 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Troy Reffett 


LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2005 
LAST BOWL: 2012, Independence 
RETURNING STARTERS; 17; 6 offense, 9 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: RB Centarius Donald, WR Rashon Ceaser, 
NT Gerrand Johnson, LB Hunter Kissinger, LB/S Mitch Lane, 
LB Ray Stovall, S Cordero Smith, P/PK Justin Manton 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The defense is an experienced unit with 
five of the returning starters among the front six in the 3-3-5 
scheme. Five of the top six tacklers are back, and the secondary 
is deeper than in the past. The Warhawks have playmakers on 
offense with Donald and Ceaser. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS; The offense faces a major rebuilding 
job, starting at quarterback. Donald has had injury problems in 
the past, so depth at running back is a concern. The Warhawks 
will be looking for a win over Wake Forest in back-to-back years, 
but pulling an upset of an SEC team will be more difficult. 


OFFENSE 


For the first time since his first season at 
Louisiana-Monroe, coach Todd Berry is looking for 
a quarterback. 

Since turning over the helm to Kolton Browning 
in 2010, Berry had the luxury of plugging the big 
left-hander into the lineup for all but three games 
over the past four years. Browning missed those 
because of injury. 

Junior Brayle Brown, who started two games in 
Browning's absence last year, looks to take over, 
though he faces competition in the fall from junior 
Earnest Carrington and redshirt freshman Brian 
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Record: 6-6 


Sun Belt record: 4-3 (T-3rd) 


Williams. In two seasons, Carrington has com- 
pleted 63 of 122 pass attempts for 657 yards with 
seven interceptions. 

Quarterback is just one issue on offense that 
must be resolved. 

Running back Centarius Donald is more than 
capable, but he has had trouble staying healthy. He 
has played only 20 games in the past three years, 
nine of them last season when he was honorable 
mention All-Sun Belt. With no experienced back 
behind him, depth is a potential problem. 

Depth could be an issue at wide receiver, also. 
Rashon Ceaser had a big year (65 catches for 964 
yards and five touchdowns), but Tavarese Maye 
(42 catches in just eight games) and Je’Ron Hamm 
(24 in 10 appearances) are both gone. Ajalen Holley 
started the last four games and had 16 of his 
21 receptions over that span. 


DEFENSE 

With nine starters back, ULM has the makings 
for its best defense in Berry’s tenure. 

It starts up front where nose tackle Gerrand 
Johnson, a second-team all-conference pick in 
2013, anchors the middle of the veteran three-man 
line. Ends Darius Lively and Joey Gautney are 
returning starters as well. 

With linebackers Ray Stovall and Hunter 
Kissinger also back, the Warhawks return five 
of their front six in their 3-3-5 scheme. 

The secondary returns four starters though 
one of them, cornerback Rob’Donovan Lewis 
(seven starts), came out of the spring behind Trey 
Caldwell (six) on the depth chart. 

The No.1 priority in the secondary will be replacing 
Isaiah Newsome, who led ULM in interceptions with 
four while also compiling 48 tackles. Sophomore 
Justin Backus looks to step into Newsome’s safety spot. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Senior Justin Manton looks to handle punting 
and kicking chores again. He averaged a league- 
best 45.8 yards on punts, but made only 5 of 9 field- 
goal attempts, with two blocked. Rashon Ceaser 
(10.5-yard average) is the top punt returner, but the 
kick returner will be new. 


OVERVIEW 

The Warhawks were one of nine bowl-eligible 
teams (five in the Sun Belt) left out of the post- 
season in 2013. Their chances of remedying that 
likely will depend on how quickly the offense 
develops and if they can stay healthy. A schedule 
that features three games against SEC teams (LSU, 
Kentucky, Texas A&M) and one against an ACC 
opponent (Wake Forest) works against them. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


WR Tyrone Carter: A junior college transfer from 
Arkansas Baptist College, Carter looks to work his 
way into the rotation early. Carter (6-0, 188) had 


87 receptions for 1,593 yards and 23 touchdowns 
in his two seasons for Arkansas Baptist. He won 
the state championship in the long jump while in 
high school at Rayville, La, 


2014 PROJECTED STARTERS 


2013 RESULTS 2014 SCHEDULE 


2013 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE 
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WR 


LT 
LG 


Stadium: Malone Stadium (30,427) 


By Paul Borden 


Brayle Brown 
Centarius Donald 
Ajalen Holley 
Rashon Ceaser* 
Kenzee Jackson 
Harley Scloneaux* 
Jeremy Burton 

Ben Risenhoover* 
Colby Mitchell 
Demlere Burkett* 
Joseph Treadwell* 


¥¥sBervr ses 


DEFENSE 


Darius Lively* 
Gerrand Johnson* 
Joey Gautney* 
Ray Stovall* 
Hunter Kissinger* 
Michael Johnson 
Lenzy Pipkens 
Trey Caldwell* 
Mitch Lane* 
Cordero Smith* 
Justin Backus* 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K W 
P 


Justin Manton* 
Justin Manton* 


* Returning Starters in Bold 


Aug. 28 
Sept.6 
Sept. 13 
Sept. 27 
Oct. 4 
Oct.11 
Oct. 25 
Nov.1 
Nov. 8 
Nov. 15 
Nov. 22 
Nov, 29 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


TO MARGIN 


4 


WESTERN KENTUCKY 


WAKE FOREST 
IDAHO 
at LSU 

TROY 

at Arkansas State 

at Kentucky 

TEXAS STATE 

at Texas A&M 

at Appalachian State 
LOUISIANA 

at New Mexico State 
at Georgia Southern 


0-34 
48-10 
21-19 
7-70 
14-31 
10-3) 
21-14 
38-10 
49-37 
14-42 
14-36 
31-28 


at Oklahoma 
GRAMBLING STATE 
at Wake Forest 
at Baylor 
TULANE 


at Texas State 
GEORGIA STATE 


at Troy 
ARKANSAS STATE 


at South Alabama 


at Louisiana 


PER GAME RANK 
22.3 100 
122.8 105 
237.5 58 
360.3 98 


PER GAME RANK 
30.2 83 
189.3 87 
237.6 74 
426.8 90 


PER GAME 
-03 
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SOUTH ALABAMA | JAGUARS 


Sun Belt rank: 3 


Record: 6-6 


Sun Belt: 4-3 (T-3rd) 


———————— — - 


“This will be our second year as a full 
Division | team and at some point 
you've got to step up and beat a 
team you're not supposed to beat.” 
— Coach Joey Jones 


JAGUARS at a GLANCE 


COACH: Joey Jones — At South Alabama: 31-21, 5 years; overall: 
34-28, 6 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Robert Matthews 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Travis Pearson 


LAST LEAGUE TITLE: None 

LAST BOWL: None 

RETURNING STARTERS: 15; 8 offense, 6 defense, kicker 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Brandon Bridge, WR Shavarez Smith, 
WR Danny Woodson II, TE Wes Saxton, DE Jimmie Gipson Ill, 

LB Maleki Harris, DL Jesse Kelley, CB Qudarius Ford 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Wide receiver is a loaded position and 
Bridge has a big arm, so that could be a great combination. The 
Jags are also two seasons into Robert Matthews’ offense, so there 
is a comfort zone paved by a deep offensive line. The defense plays 
aggressively and has responded to new coordinator Travis Pearson. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: There are new starters on the defen- 
sive line and at linebacker, but others must step forward there to 
provide ample depth. The punting duty may go to an incoming 
freshman; regardless, the Jags need an answer at a position that 
is overlooked until it doesn't perform. 


OFFENSE 

With eight starters back and the addition of more 
playmakers, South Alabama should have a potent 
attack with a variety of options. 

Some of the success will hinge on the continued 
development of quarterback Brandon Bridge, a tall 
speedster with a big arm who takes over for Ross 
Metheny. He showed improvement in spring drills. 

There is talent and depth at wide receiver and 
tight end. Receivers Danny Woodson II, Shavarez 
Smith, Jeremé Jones, T.J. Glover and Jake Howton 
are all back and they are joined by Alabama transfer 


2014 www.lindyssports.com 


Marvin Shinn and Josh Magee, another speedster. 

At tight end, All-Sun Belt pick Wes Saxton leads 
the way, and junior college All-American Braedon 
Bowman has been added to the mix along with 
returnees Rush Hendricks and Ryan Onkka. 

Jay Jones, Cris Dinham, Kendall Houston and 
Terrance Timmons are back at running back, 
joined by redshirt freshman Xavier Johnson, who is 
expected to get a lot of playing time. 

Joseph Scelfo moves into the starting role at 
center. Melvin Meggs, a former preseason All-Sun 
Belt pick who missed all of last season with a knee 
injury, makes his return at guard. 


DEFENSE 

The key will be developing depth, especially on 
the line. That process will continue in fall practice 
after several newcomers arrive. 

Jimmie Gipson III, who led junior college play- 
ers last year with 17 sacks, will fill one vacancy at 
defensive end. Theo Rich, who had a solid spring, is 
expected to fill the other end spot. 

Jesse Kelley and Jerome McClain are back at 
tackle, but look for JC transfers Bryson Johnson 
and Dondre Chanet to play key roles. DeMarion 
Harper also figures in the plans. 

Linebackers Maleki Harris and Desmond LaVelle 
are back, but three players with lots of experience — 
Enrique Williams, Clifton Crews and Bryson James 
— are gone. Look for Davin Hawkins (moved from 
tight end last year), incoming Demarius Rancifer, 
Cordivido Grice and Andrew Philon to get playing 
time, too. 

The secondary boasts three returning starters 
and will usually feature five players in the lineup. 
The Jags signed eight defensive backs in the in- 
coming class to help defend in a pass-happy league. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Aleem Sunanon struggled midway through last 
season but bounced back to make his final 12 field- 
goal attempts. He’s leading the race for that job, 
while newcomer Zac Henry is expected to handle 
kickoff duties. The task is to find a punter. Brandon 
McKee led after spring, but incoming freshman 
Corliss Waitman has a good shot at the job. 


OVERVIEW 

Last season, the Jags’ first as a full FBS member, 
was solid at 6-6 and could have been better. They 
won their final three games, including a 30-8 
victory over Sun Belt co-champ Louisiana. They 
lost a series of close games earlier, including at 
Tennessee. This team is more talented and deeper, 
but a tough schedule might stunt progress on the 
final record. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


WR Marvin Shinn: He sat out last season after 
transferring from Alabama, but it gave hima year 
in the system. He is a tall receiver with great hands 
who possesses big-play potential. Look for the 
Jags to go to him often, especially downfield. 


Stadium: Ladd-Peebles Stadium (40,000) 


2014 PROJECTED STARTERS 


2013 RESULTS 2014 SCHEDULE 


SSeS tot. he Se Mee Ss eS 


2013 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE 

QB 7 | Brandon Bridge 
RB Jay Jones* 
Danny Woodson I! 
Shavarez Smith* 
Jeremé Jones* 
Wes Saxton* 
Ucambre Williams* 
Drew Dearman* 
Joseph Scelfo 
Melvin Meggs 
Chris May* 


DEFENSE 

DE Jimmie Gipson lit 
DL Jesse Kelley* 
OL Jerome McClain 
DE 

LB 

LB 

cB 

cB 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 97 | Aleem Sunanon* 
P 39 | Brandon McKee 


* Returning Starters in Bold 


Sept. 6 
Sept. 13 
Sept. 20 
Sept. 27 
Oct. 4 
Oct. 18 
Oct. 24 
Nov.1 
Nov. 8 
Nov. 15 
Nov. 22 
Nov. 28 


SOUTHERN UTAH 
at Tulane 
WESTERN KENTUCKY 
at Tennessee 
at Troy 
KENT STATE 
at Texas State 
ARKANSAS STATE 
at Navy 
ULM 


at Georgia State 
LOUISIANA 


PER GAME 
29.4 
172.8 
252.8 
425.5 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PER GAME 
25.2 
159.7 
224.6 
384.3 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 


By Tommy Hicks 


w 
mp 


yeyeecy 


ay 


at Kent State 
MISSISSIPPI STATE 
GEORGIA SOUTHERN 
at Idaho 

at Appalachian State 
GEORGIA STATE 


TROY 


at Louisiana 

at Arkansas State 
TEXAS STATE 

at South Carolina 


NAVY 


21-22 
41-39 
31-24 
24-3) 
33-34 
38-21 
31-33 
16-17 
14-42 
36-14 
38-17 
30-8 
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\ TROY | TROJANS 


Sun Belt rank: 4 


“He's a big-play guy for us. He’s a guy 

that can get deep with his speed, and 
he also helps us on special teams.” 

— Coach Larry Blakeney 

on Bryan Holmes 


TROJANS at a GLANCE 


COACH: Larry Blakeney — At Troy and overall: 175-104-1, 23 years 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Kenny Edenfield 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Wayne Bolt 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2010 

LAST BOWL: 2010, New Orleans 

RETURNING STARTERS: 13: 7 offense, 6 defense 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: RB Brandon Burks, WR Bryan Holmes, 
WR Chandler Worthy, OT Terrence Jones, DE Tyler Roberts, 

LB Mark Wilson, LB Wayland Coleman-Dancer, CB Ethan Davis 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The return of Burks and a number 

of talented pass catchers give the Trojans stability at the skill 
Positions. Jones leads a talented and experienced offensive 

line. Roberts is one of the top pass rushers in the conference. 
Linebackers Wilson and Coleman-Dancer are playmakers. The 
comers are solid. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Although they have intriguing options, 
the Trojans don't have a clear-cut favorite to replace star quarter- 
back Corey Robinson. The defensive line lost three of four starters 
and lacks bulk. Replacing safeties Camren Hudson and Chris 
Pickett, the team's top two tacklers, could be a challenge. 


OFFENSE 

Redshirt freshman Brandon Silvers and junior 
college transfer Dontreal Pruitt are in a battle to 
replace record-setting quarterback Corey Robinson. 
Pruitt isn’t big (5-11, 180), but he’s a good athlete 
who knows how to win. Last year he guided East 
Mississippi to the NJCAA national title. 

Brandon Burks — the team’s leading rusher a 
year ago — and Jordan Chunn give Troy a nice 
one-two punch at tailback. Burks isn’t big, but he’s 
shifty. He’s also a good option in the passing game. 
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Record: 6-6 overall 


Sun Belt record: 4-3 (3rd) 


Chunn, more of a power back, led the team with 
14 rushing scores. Tim Longmire is another guy to 
keep an eye on. 

Bryan Holmes is a home run threat and the 
team’s top wideout. Last year he had five catches for 
more than 50 yards. Chandler Worthy, B.J. Chitty, 
K.D. Edenfield and junior college transfer Jarvis 
Bentley, who is expected to make an immediate 
impact due to his size and athleticism, headline an 
experienced receiving corps. 

Right tackle Terrence Jones anchors a line that 
allowed only 19 sacks in 2013. Left tackle Antonio 
Garcia, right guard Tommy Stephens and center 
Dalton Bennett are also standouts up front. 


DEFENSE 

The Trojans must get better here after ranking 
112th nationally in total defense. But that may be 
easier said than done considering the losses of 
three starters up front, plus safeties Camren Hudson 
and Chris Pickett, the team’s top two tacklers. 

Troy can count on pass-rushing ace Tyler Roberts, 
an All-Sun Belt selection a year ago. Roberts racked 
up 5.5 sacks and 8.5 tackles for loss from his end 
spot, but he may draw more attention from offenses 
this season. That’s why it will be crucial for fellow 
end Jamal Stadom and tackles Billy Dobbs — who 
played end last year — and Lonnie Gosha to elevat 
their play. ; 

Seniors Mark Wilson and Wayland Coleman- 
Dancer, an effective blitzer, will be counted on 
to provide leadership and playmaking ability at 
linebacker. Jeremy Spikner will man the Trojans’ 
critical nickel back role. 

Ethan Davis (nine pass breakups a year ago), 
Keion Payne and Chris Davis have starting 
experience at corner. Jacquez Young is another 
guy to watch. 

JaQuadrian Lewis, Montres Kitchens, Josh 
Shelton and Joe Lofton are in the running to 
replace Hudson and Pickett. Coach Larry Blakeney 
mentioned Lewis as a player who improved during 
the spring. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


This is an area of strength. Ryan Kay will pull 
double-duty as the team’s No. 1 kicker and punter. 
Bryan Holmes and Chandler Worthy, the team’s 
two fastest players, are the top options in the return 
game. 


OVERVIEW 

If Troy can get consistent play out of its quarter- 
back (or quarterbacks), it has the building blocks 
on offense to be an efficient team. But the Trojans 
must improve defensively if they want to compete 
for a league title. 


TOPNEWCOMER ~~ - 
~ WR Jarvis Bentley: The junior college transfer 

is a tall (6-5, 205), rangy player who could be a 

big-time threat in the red zone. Bentley, who red- 


shirted at UMass in 2011, made 49 catches for 502 
yards last season in junior college. 


2014 PROJECTED STARTERS 


2013 RESULTS 2014 SCHEDULE 


ak Wait oe ae oe er 


2013 RANKINGS 


Chandler Worthy 
Michael Lindsey 
K.D. Edenfield* 
Bryan Holmes* 
Antonio Garcia* 
Ethan Hutson 
Dalton Bennett* 
Tommy Stephens* 
Terrence Jones* 


Jamal Stadom 

Billy Dobbs 

Lonnie Gosha 

Tyler Roberts* 

Wayland Coleman-Dancer* 6-0 
Mark Wilson* 6-3 
Jeremy Spikner* 5-10 
Chris Davis* 5-8 
Ethan Davis* 5-10 
JaQuadrian Lewis 5-11 
Montres Kitchens 5-11 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 99 
PIs. 


Ryan Kay 6-1 
Ryan Kay 6-1 


* Retuming Starters in Bold 


Aug. 30 
Sept. 6 
Sept. 13 
Sept. 20 
Sept. 27 
Oct. 11 
Oct. 18 
Oct. 24 
Oct. 30 
Nov. 8 
Nov. 15 
Nov. 29 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


TO MARGIN 


-8 


By Matt Lowe 


at UAB 
DUKE 


ABILENE CHRISTIAN 
at Georgia 


at ULM 


NEW MEXICO STATE 
APPALACHIAN STATE 
at South Alabama 

at Georgia Southern 
GEORGIA STATE 


at Idaho 


LOUISIANA 


UAB (OT) 
SAVANNAH STATE 
at Arkansas State 
at Mississippi State 
at Duke 
SOUTH ALABAMA 


at Georgia State 


at Western Kentucky 
ULM 
at Louisiana 
at Ole Miss 
TEXAS STATE 


PER GAME 
341 
141.0 
322.3 
463.3 


PER GAME 
35.9 
169.6 
313.6 
483.2 


PER GAME 
-07 
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34-31 

66-3 
34-41 

7-62 
31-38 
34-33 
35-28 
32-26 
37-49 
36-41 

21-51 
42-28 


RANK 
3 
90 
3 
27 


RANK 
107 
72 
121 
2 


RANK 
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GREG KOCH & N.D. KALU \ 
WEEKDAYS 9 - 11 A.M. 5 


WWW.SPORTS730.COM (30) iHeartRADIO 


5 YEARS AGO: 2009 


In a season in which 10 of the 12 SEC teams finished with winning records 
and went to bowl games, Alabama rose to the top — all the way to the 

top. The Crimson Tide completed a perfect 14-0 season, rolling behind Mark 
Ingram, who rushed for an Alabama-record 1,658 yards and the Tide's first 
Heisman Trophy. They pounded No. 1 Florida in the SEC Championship Game 
and scored 24 points in the second quarter en route to handling No. 2 Texas 
in the BCS Championship Game. The overall talent on the 2009 team was 
remarkable, considering that six starters became first-round draft picks 
(Ingram, LB Rolando McClain, DB Kareem Jackson, DE Marcell Dareus, WR 
Julio Jones and OL James Carpenter). 


SEC champion: Alabama (14-0, 8-0) beat Florida in SEC Championship Game, 32-13. 
SEC Players of the Year: Offense — Mark Ingram, RB, Alabama; Defense — Rolando 
McClain, LB, Alabama 

Heisman Trophy: Mark Ingram, RB, Alabama; 5th — Tim Tebow, OB, Florida 
National champlon: Alabama faced Texas in a postseason game for the ninth time, 
and the Tide finally came out on top, 37-21, as Nick Saban won the second of his 
four national titles (the first of three at Bama). 


10 YEARS AGO: 2004 


The 2004 Auburn Tigers committed the unpardonable sin of not having a 
great year in 2003. Yes, because of an 8-5 season the previous year, Tommy 
Tuberville's team started 2004 ranked 16th in the country, and so even 
though the Tigers put together a perfect season, going 13-0, winning the 
SEC championship, and clobbering Virginia Tech in the Sugar Bowl, they 
would never get a chance to pass Southern California or Oklahoma in the 
polls. It was an amazing year, but weekly poll-watching sucked some of the 
joy out of the season. Still, the dream backfield of QB Jason Campbell and 
RBs Carnell Williams and Ronnie Brown (all first-round draft picks), and 

a dynamite defense helped Auburn outscore foes by an average of 32-11. 


SEC champion: Aubum (13-0, 8-0) beat Tennessee in SEC Championship Game, 38-28. 
SEC Player of the Year: Offense — Jason Campbell, QB, Auburn; Defense — David 
Pollack, DL, Georgia 

Heisman Trophy: Matt Leinart, QB, USC; 7th — Jason Campbell, 0B, Auburn 
National champion: USC and Oklahoma started the season ranked Nos. 1 and 2, 
and they rode undefeated seasons all the way to the BCS Championship Game in 
the Orange Bowl, which the Trojans won, 55-19. 


15 YEARS AGO: 1999 


When Alabama lost to Louisiana Tech on Sept. 18, Mike DuBose and the Tide 
appeared to be in complete disarray. OK, so that part would come a year 
later, but Alabama righted itself within a couple of weeks to win at Florida 
(which had dispatched defending national champ Tennessee). That the Tide 
and the Gators emerged in December for a rematch in the SEC title game was 
a dream come true for the Gators. But the Tide tumed it into a 34-7 night- 
mare rout behind star Shaun Alexander and a great defense, completing 

a raucous season in Tuscaloosa. 


SEC champion: Alabama (10-3, 7-1) 

SEC Players of the Year: Offense — Shaun Alexander, RB, Alabama; Defense — 
Deon Grant, DB, Tennessee 

Heisman Trophy: Ron Dayne, RB, Wisconsin; 7th — Shaun Alexander, RB, Alabama 
National champion: Florida State (12-0) completed a perfect season by beating 
No. 2 Virginia Tech, 46-29, in a wild Sugar Bowl. It was FSU’s second national 
title of the ‘90s. 


20 YEARS AGO: 1994 


For the third year in a row, the 
season ended with Florida (9-1-1) 
and Alabama (11-0) squaring off 

for the SEC title. Florida had been 
ranked No. 1, but had been derailed 
by an early loss to Auburn, while the 
Tide still had designs on duplicating 
its 92 perfect season and national 
championship. In a memorable showdown, the Gators held a 17-10 halftime 
lead before two field goals and a Dwayne Rudd pick-six gave Alabama a 23- 
17 lead midway through the fourth quarter ... only to see Florida sopho- 
more Danny Wuerffel lead an 80-yard drive that lifted Florida, 24-23. 


Rashaan 


Colorado 


SEC champion: Florida (10-2-1, 7-1) 

SEC Player of the Year: Jay Barker, 0B, Alabama 

Heisman Trophy: Rashaan Salaam, RB, Colorado; 5th — Jay Barker, QB, Alabama; 
7th — Eric Zeier, QB, Georgia 

National champion: Nebraska (13-0) edged Penn State (12-0) in the final polls 
after the No. 1 Huskers beat No. 3 Miami in the Orange Bowl, 24-17, and the 
No. 2 Nittany Lions beat No. 12 Oregon in the Rose, 38-20. 


25 YEARS AGO: 1989 


It was a wild SEC race when Tennessee beat Auburn early, and Alabama beat 
Tennessee a couple weeks later. In the meantime, nobody else in the league could 
beat those three teams, which eventually set up Auburn and Alabama for one of 
the most anticipated Iron Bowls ever: the first game on The Plains, with the SEC 
title in the balance. The emotional Tigers used a 20-point surge in the second 
half to knock off the Tide, 30-20, leaving a three-way tie at the top. 

Alabama went to the Sugar Bowl because it hadn't been there in nine years. Even 
so, the embattled Bill Curry left Alabama (for Kentucky?!) after the season. 


SEC champions: Alabama (10-2, 6-1), Auburn (10-2, 6-1), Tennessee (11-1, 6-1) 
SEC Player of the Year: Emmitt Smith, RB, Florida 

Heisman Trophy: Andre Ware, QB, Houston; 7th — Emmitt Smith, RB, Florida 
National champion; Miami (11-1) captured the third of its four championships in 
a nine-year period when the No. 2 Hurricanes got past No. 7 Alabama in the Sugar 
Bowl, 33-25, while No. 4 Notre Dame defeated the nation’s only undefeated team, 
No. 1 Colorado, 21-6, in the Orange. 


50 YEARS AGO: 1964 


The Crimson Tide laid waste to their SEC challengers on the way to claiming their 
seventh national championship — the second of six under Bear Bryant. The 
defense limited eight opponents to nine points or less, and Joe Willie Namath led 
the offense. At 10-0 and ranked No. 1, Alabama was awarded the AP (media) and 
UPI (coaches) titles at the end of the regular season, as was the custom then. 
That, however, led to an uproar, particularly when the Tide then lost to Texas in 
the Orange Bowl, while Arkansas completed an 11-0 season by beating Nebraska 
in the Cotton. The FWAA gave its national championship to Arkansas, and the AP 
changed its rules the following season to vote after bowl games. 


SEC champion: Alabama (10-1, 8-0) 

SEC Player of the Year: Tucker Fredrickson, HB, Auburn 

Heisman Trophy: John Huarte, QB, Notre Dame; 7th — Tucker Fredrickson, HB, 
Auburn; 9th — Steve DeLong, L, Tennessee (won Outland Trophy) 

National champions: In a split title that helped spark the long, hard slog toward 
a national championship playoff, Alabama and Arkansas shared the crown. 


224 Lindy’s Sports Annuals 


www.lindyssports.com 2014 


\.) 


~h 
AGF 
ay ¥ re 
wis x <5 
ie ial. 
j 


SCAN TO LEARN MORE 
ABOUT-GOLDEN FLAKE 


VISIT US. ON THE WEB AT . 
FAGEBOOK. GOMIGOLDENFLAKE 


BRETT FAVRE 
IN WRANGLER RELAXED FIT SS | Te HH Hk | 
: | FIVE STAR_ 


Bask Comfortable. Jeans: 


) GuaRaNreeD 


@ We Fit Your tte ee es eee 


SEE MORE OF BRETT FAVRE AT 
FACEBOOK.COM/WRANGLERJEANS 


NOTHING BEATS 


WRANGLER COMFORT 


SS a A em RR ae tn meme | tae 


OTHER JEANS Wrangler 
{ V-PATTERN PINCHES } { U-SHAPE PROVIDES MORE ROOM } 


